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an analytical indeau 

The Golden Papers which cover the period 1714-1775 
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5, 1852, from Hie late Ogden Ho£Fman, grandson of Gad- 
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Fmm John Rutherfurd 

Albany Jan: 10^ 1743 
Sir 

I have by your Son the pleasure of yours & am glad 
to hear by him that Mra Golden & all your Family are 
welL I found your Conva:Bation soe agreeable that I 
assure you the Correspondence you propose gives me the 
utmost Satisfaction as I shall undoubtedly reap both 
pleasure & profit from it, soe I desire youl write me 
freely your thou^ts on any subject you happen to be 
imployed on at the time & I shall endeavour to recall 
what I have read & thou^t upon the same, proposing 
to you any difficultys I may have upon other subjecta 
I have been thinking of writing to you ever since I left 
you but find no opportunitys but by York with the Post 
who comes here only once a Month & I fancy you have 
but few opportunitys of getting letters from York at 
this season soe pray let me know if there's any wh^ie 
on the road The Post could leave lottos for you. I find 
my retirement here perfectly agreeable & for this reason, 
that 'tb compleat, divideing my time equally for Mathe- 
maticks, Philoq>hy, Politicks, &c without being inter- 
rupted in any Shape by Family cares of publick affairs 
as hithai;o I have allways b^n, which has made me 
often wish for such a year intirely to myself. I find by 
most of my letters from London & Scotland that Factions 
& Partys are soe subdivided & exasperated against one 
anotha:* that ih&re must surely be strange work in carry- 
ing on our Publick affairs this Sessions at London & I 
think myself very happy in being out of the Bustle, tho 
I shall long for our ships in the spring to See how mat- 
tars have gone t^ere & the more as The affairs of The 
Empire & of Italy were by our last accounts in the most 
vnoertain situation tis posdble to Conceive, As the Em- 
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peron fate must depend on the success of the Battel 
twixt His Forces & Marshall Maillebois on the one hand 
& The Duke of Tuscany & Austrians on the other who 
had left the siege of Prague in ordw to meet the Fr^idi 
before they should readi Bdiemia. Don Philip with 
French auxialiarys had penetrated into the heart of 
Savoy & was ready to pass the Mountains & The King 
of Sardinia obliged to leave the pursuit of Duke Monte- 
mar's army in orda* to defend his own Dominions. One 
can't help regretting howev^ That while soe Great 
affairs & changes are carrying on that we tho at a greats 
expence in Military preparations than any Power in 
Europe should be doeing nothing at all for oiirselves & 
very litle eith^ in favour of our friends or in prejudice 
of our Enemies. I find they have no later acc^ at Boston 
t^an we have here, As Govemour Shirley writes me noth- 
ing but what we had at the Same time from York. The 
Frendi in Canada are oppressed with a scarsity amount- 
ing allmost to a Famine & have a good deal of difficulty 
in supplying their Out forts with provisions. I want 
much in case of a New treaty that they give us up 
Crown point which they've built upon Ground in this 
Province formally patented & the Patent reduced as ex- 
travagant by the Assembly, I'm surprised after that how 
Governor Coseby came to allow them to fortify there, 
from whence in a Weeks time they can plund^ Boston 
or Albany, without soe mudi as protesting against it or 
takeing measures to prevent it. I have wrote Gover- 
nom* Clarke t^at I think we ou^t at least to make a 
formall demand of it from The Frendi here & transmit 
it home after whidb The Ministry can't pretend ignor- 
ance of it, ncMT The French Prescription A unintarupted 
possession. Gov^mom* Clarke in his two last letters to 
me seems prodigiously anxious about Oswego & indeed 
if The French Should attack it, I don't see any possi- 
bility of Saveing it, Tho we've done what's possible at 
present by sending two Indians to remain th^*e till the 
Traders goe \)p in the Spring & I have ordered Capt 
Clark immediately on being attacked to send one of them 
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to the Senekaa & the other by The Hi^ Gennans & 
Mahoi&s here, The German k Mahock Militia haveing 
orders to march directly on receiveing the Message; but 
after all I can't think were in any danger of being at- 
tacked this wintar. I delay comeing to any fixt resolu- 
tion about Land schemes till we see in the Spring what 
turn things are like to take when I hope I shidl have the 
pleasure of meeting you at York. I want mudi to know 
a Utle of The Situation of The Province as to their Bills; 
The yearly Value & amount of the Quitrents of The 
Customs <fcc. If you have any Notes of these things by 
you I beg you'l oblige me with them, if not, I reckon 
our Ck>un1ay Man Mr. Kennedy can & will upon your 
writeing to him Satisfy ovx Curiosity in them. Pray 
rem^nber my respects to Mra Colden & all your Good 
Family & Bedieve me 
Dear Sir 

Your most obed^ humble Servant 

John Ruthsbfubd 



From John Bartram 

January y* 16^ 1742/3 
Dear Friend If Colden 

If I had not had some Aquaintance with thy person 
& disposition I should be apt to think thee Could hardly 
believe y^ pleasure I received in reading thy agreeable 
letter of december y* 22^ which I received yesterday, it 
put mee in mind of what our friend Collinson wrote to 
mee last fall desireing me to Call & see thee for I should 
find thee a man aftar my own heart, — ^I had before sent 
three letters to thee without receiving any answa* which 
ahnost discouraged me from writing to thee, yet resolved 
to write once more. I am now prety well recovered from 
my Sicknass since whidb I have been twice at egg har- 
b(Hir once I gave thee An account of I think in my letter 
sent with y* wallnuts which I am glad to hear is unda:* 
thy Sons Care but I had rather thay had been sent 
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directly up to ihee as scxm as thay arived at York. I 
had taken Care to keep them m A mod^^ate moist vige- 
tative Condition until y* day that y* sloop Sailed with 
them but if thay dry or mould in y* box I doubt y* vigi- 
tive life will be distroyed before thay are planted : — ^whidi 
I would have performed after this mann^. After A 
spot of ground is diged or plowed then how or pbw A 
furrow two inches deep & two foot between one furrow 
& another then drop y* nuts therein about six indies 
Asunda:* & cover them even with y* earth; next summer 
if thay grow well thay will be six ei^t or ten inches hij^ 
& fit to transplant y* spring following (where thee would 
have them to remain) for thay shoot down A long tap 
root & are dificult to remove so as to Uve if thay grow 
several years befor their removal; if thee plants them 
for standards for timber or bearing nuts then sixty foot 
will be near enou^ but if for hedges thay should be 
planted about three foot asunda: & when thay are 
grown as thick as ones arm thay may be plashed in y* 
brining of March or Just before y* sap interposeth 
between y* bark A wood, Pray hath your river been frosen 
so hard this winter so as to hinder boats from passing 
Along from your parts to York our rivers hath been open 
all along & we have had warm weather for y* season, & 
I have now in my Garden y* Meserion, BlAck helebore, 
grounsel hen bit, Esula & Veronica in flower & many 
others is budding; But wee had A very sharp time of 
frost & snow y* b^inning of November y* first day of 
which it fell with us A foot deep but A bout half way 
betwixt us & y* Sea it was near two feet deep, from 
whidi place it gradualy diminnished to y* shore where 
there was little or none; I write of my own knowledge for 
Above A week after it fell I stood near y* head of Egg 
harbour river up to y* knees in snow gathering pine 
Cones of A perticular sort to send to Europ; & it rained 
fast from morning till ni^t in which I was exposed all 
day at which time at my house it snowed, but ftx>m y* 
midle of novemba* we have as Aforei^ fine weathw but 
rain once or twice A week. 
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I am obliged to thee for Recommending me to Captain 
Rutiierford I should Gladly embrace such an opertunitjr 
if I have health and Can leave my family so long espe- 
cialy if I have cardans from London next spring to Con- 
tinue my Perigrinations Our friend Peter informs me 
tiiat he is looking out for A new Subscriber in Lord 
Petres rocnn, it would be A great pleasure to me to accom- 
pany A Gentleman of such learning & qualification & I 
suppose of A vay Curious tast too that in his Circum- 
stance would have imdertaken A Journey to Oswago oc 
resolve to venture down Susquehana as far as Conestoge 
amongst y* Indians pray what perticular Motives in- 
ducelii y* Captain to undertake such desolate difficulties 
is it for Animal minaral vigetable or Georgraphical di&- 
ooveries thus to hasard his life & health, what attendance 
doth he intend to take with him what will he do for an 
interpreter amongst y* Indians or provisions between y* 
Christian settlemaits of your Govemm^it & ours, — ^these 
things ou^t to be considered where to meet & what 
course to take in orda:* for our Journey & Communicate 
our resolutions to each otha:* before wee fully conclude 
wh^i to set out that we may not disapoint one anotha:*. 
I am obliged to thee for thy infcmnation of y* New Edi- 
tion of lineus Characters Plantarum I design to s^id 
fw it by y* first opertunity, — ^I have now imda:* my Care 
A fine stone as Clear as Cristal but of A delicate purple 
in dimention two inches long one & half broad & one 
thick drawn to A Point wit six iregular angles y* basis 
seems to have been joyned to A whiteiah spary flint 
A boy found it in A cart rout about 20 miles from my 
house this may give A hint that om* province is not 
destitute of gems for our gould smiths takes it to be a 
fine Amethist it indures y* fire; No doubt but your moim- 
tainous part of y* Country abounds with vairietys, if 
thay could be found mi^t aford pleasure if not Profit, 
y* 18th yest^xlay we had afternoon A storm of snow it 
cleared up last night with A.N.W. which Continueth 
exceeding Cold as commonly I have known it, — ^Now A 
little to manifest my regard I have for thy family, how 
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doth thy dear spouse fare as to health. Part of y* bounty 
she was pleased to bestow upon me I enjoyed on y* top 
of y* Catts kill mountain & part I brou^t home for my 
wife to taste how dilioately you fared in y* north Coun- 
trey; How doth thy Son that Uvetii with the & thy other 
son & his wife that is settled by y* rivers bank how doth 
thy Pretty dau^ters at home I shall be glad to hear of 
your wellfare: Pray write as often to me as oonvenien<qr 
will pomit: A brisk lively & free Coriqxmdence is very 
agreable to thy sinoear frigid 

John Babtram. 

[Indoned] 
For 

Dr. CAIIWALIiADB COUMK 

at Coldengham 
Theee 



From John Rutherfurd 

Albany Mardi 2^ 174 2/3 
Sir 

About a fortni^t agoe I had the favomr of yours by 
Mr. Dunlop & as the river is now allmost quite op^i I 
expect to have an opportunity of sliding you this in a 
day or two assuring you I was much intertained with 
your scheme of applying Fluxions to Physics, for tho I 
doubt of yomr b^g, by means of them, able to make 
any progress in things of that natiu^; yet I find it helps 
the imagination prodigiously, whidi is of *great use in 
things where we are apt soe soon to lose oiuiselvea Alge- 
bra being the Analysis of Finites is a sure guide on all 
occasions but Fluxions or Analjrsis of Infinites I'm afraid 
will lead us to no truths but in Geometry being only a 
Method of finding an infinitely small quantity whidi 
taken an infinite number of times becomes equal to a 
finite quantity the use of whidi is, that these infinites 
haveing relations to one another, tiiat the finite quan- 
titys of which they are parts have not, soe by working 
upcm them, problems are resolved and Curves squared, 
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whioh could not, or with difficulty be done without them, 
but when we talk of Fhysicks what we call infinite is 
then, indefinite, haveing no other Idea of it than addi- 
tion or multiplication of numbers whidi is properly none, 
likewise the unc^tainty of all reasoning in Physicks in 
niiicfa our knowledge has hitherto been all obtained by 
observation, chance & experiments, not by reasoning, on 
the contrary our knowledge in Geometay we owe to reason 
alcma Your manner of reasoning is clear & distinct & 
I beg youl goe on, for I bng to see you apply this method 
to other parts of Natural philosophy as well as ligjit, I 
can't help here taking notice of the di£ferent thou^ts 
and opinions of om* greatest Philosophers about Li^t & 
Vision, it haveing allwayes been diq)uted & as much 
now as ever, what ligjit consist in. The Anta^its want- 
ing the advantage of latar experiments I shan't mention 
their notions. Descartes makes Ligjit as it exists in the 
Luminous body, only such a motion in its parts as to 
act upon the nerves in the eye by the vibrations of his 
Materia subtilis whidi you know he substitutes in place 
of the antient sether & with which he fills all space, soe 
Malebranche too explains Vision as he does Sound, & 
as sounds are conmiunicate by the vibrations of the 
sonorous body acting upon the air, raiseing a sort of 
vibration or rather undalatbn therein felt by the im- 
pulses tiiereby made in the ear; So Li^t by the rapid 
motion of the parts of the Luminous body & their vibra- 
ikma & quick pulses conmiunicate to the subtile matter 
twixt tiie body & eye & felt by impulses on the nerves 
there. Sir Isaac Newton allows of a Subtile Spirit or 
Etherial Medium but in a difFer^it mannw from Des- 
cartes, & makes no use of it in his doctrine of Li^t, 
Lig^t being according to him real partides emitted with, 
as you call it, infiinite force or motion, in infinite quan- 
titys &c from the Luminous body itself. Since him 
again The Great Boerhave has given us a different doc- 
trine of Li^t in his famous chimical Lectures & experi- 
ments upon fire, where he seems with some of our most 
antient Philosophers to make Fire a sort of Anima 
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Mundi, For he as8»*t8 its preeeaoe ev^y where; attrib- 
uteing Motion, Action k all changes in the Universe to 
its efFect& Fire propagate confusedly or quaquavarsum 
is heat, Fire propagate in strait & parrallel lines is ligjit. 
That fire is evwy where present A can be rendered vis- 
ible by attrition in all places in the coldest as well as 
warmest, That th^*e is no such thing as absolute want of 
fire in nature is plain by observeing the di£Farent d^rees 
of heat best measured by its effects on air in a Ther- 
mometer which we see is etwnally expanding & con- 
tracting without one moments rest, as is indeed all other 
bodys in nature tho not soe visibly as being according 
to their density, tho plain by the experiment of heating 
rods of Metal, Glass, Stone &c. all which grows longer d: 
dilates by heat & in proporticm contracts again as thegr 
cool. The greatest degree of heat as marked on the Ther- 
mometers that Animals can live in is when the spirit of 
Wine is dilated to 94 degress that being the greatest heat 
of blood the moment it passes that every liveing thing 
dies, when tis reduced to 32 d^rees which is the freeze- 
ing point for water A we may call cold, yet by a smaller 
& smaller Motion of fire viz: greater & greater cold tis 
brou^t down thro all the different d^rees to one which 
is the greatest cold hitherto known in Nature haveing 
been brought there only 1709 in Iceland. Now tho Na- 
ture produces no greater rest of fire or cold than to 1- 
degree yet by art & Chimical preparations to no lees 
than fourty degrees lower can tlie Spirit of wine be 
reduced & partly frozen with many other things not 
freezeable by nature. Haveing tlius asserted fire to be 
every where present tliroughout the Universe, he allows 
of a power in the Sun either by his precipitate motion 
round his axis, or by some such power as the repulsicHi 
we observe in many natural bodys opposite to attraction 
as a speculum to repel, direct, or reflect that vague fire 
existing everjrwhere in right parallel lines, giveing now^ 
the Idea of light, tho befor by moveing ccmfusedly <fc 
indetaminately it gave only the Idea of heat more iyt 
less according to the degree of motion in it. Gravesend 
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The great Explainer^ Teacher & Defender of Sir Isaac 
Newton's Philosophy, agrees however with Boerhave in 
hb doctrine of li^t. You will observe as to Colours, 
reflexions, refractions &c. tis the same which of these 
doctrines we chuse, as we can allow the same propertys 
magnitudes &c. to the particles of fire, as to the particles 
Sir Isaac supposes thrown & emitted out of ignited 
bodies. 

I suppose you have a C!opy of The propositions you 
have been soe good as to send me soe I keep them to 
compare at more leisure with what you shall send me 
further upon that subject. This Quarrel which hap- 
pened 'twixt ovar Indians & Virginia is a most unlucky 
affair, The six nations are now met togetha" at Onon- 
dago & we have sent up our Int^preter along with The 
Mahocks to keep them from oomdng to any resolution 
till we hear from the Govamour whidi we hadn't as yet, 
what puzles us most is a strong report of The Onondago's 
haveing sent to Canada to engage the Mahocks there to 
join them & to b^ a supply of Ammunition from The 
Canada Govamour, we have besides a letter from some 
people we keep as Smiths in the Seneka's Country, that 
A Seneka Sachem is sent to desire the Ottawa's & some 
other Nations to stay at home this Summer, who are the 
people you know that use to trade at Oswego & they 
have ordered all their young folks home from himting. 
^ould The French make a proper use of this opportu- 
nity to engage intirely The Seneka's & Onondago's 
among whom they have great Interest allready. There 
is an end at once of our possession of Oswego, of l^e Furr 
& Skin trade & of the friendship of all the Indians, for 
as The rest of the nations are vay inconsiderable in com- 
parason of these two soe their resolutions must be fol- 
lowed by all the rest. I really think by all our last news- 
papers from England, whidb Mr IVanks has been soe 
good as to send me up, There neiver appeared a more 
favourable opportunity of reducemg the power of The 
House of Boiu*bon. llie British, Hanoverian & Hessian 
troops ready to attack Lorrain, The Kings of Poland & 
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Prussia's troops ready to join us The Czarina and Swe- 
den now in peace & ready to support The Queen of 
Hungary alh'eady in a manna:' victorious in Germany. 
The people in power in Holland I see won't part with it, 
but I don't doubt but theyl soon be forced, the whole 
body of the people as all their troops being in the British 
& Orange Interest. It would be hard however upon ua 
heace should The French have the pleasure of affronting 
& plimdering us from Crownpoint at the same time they 
are overpowered every where in Europa My beat re- 
qpects to Mrs. Golden & all your good Family & believe 
me with great esteem Dear Sir 

Your most obed^ & most humble servant 

John Ruthbrfusd 



From Peter CoUmsan 

LoNDMarch2*: 1742/3 
My Dear Friend 

Doc Golden 

You have loaded mee with many Favours how I shall 
make ample Returns I know not but if you will allow 
mee Time & have patience, I may in some measure tes- 
tifie my Gratitude, If I may judge of y' Disposition I 
*swade myself you'l prove a merciful Greditor and then 
by Little & little I may Discharge my Oblegations 

Butt att this Season is om* greatest hurry of Business 
that I am afraid I shall be only able to acknowledge the 
Favour of yrs of May 5th April 9th and y* 13^ with your 
printing and Botanic Scheme's Inclosed 

You will expect I should give you some account of 3^^ 
curious manuscript I cannot do it to my Likeing — Our 
people are so wretched Mercenary they are unworthy of 
it — ^It is now in the hands of I think an honest ingenious 
printer, (if I am not mistaken) In my next you will 
hear m(H« from Mee, I am %waded it wiU meet with 
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apiNrobation from the publidc, but the way to introduoe 
it> is throu^ sudi wretched narrow q)irited Creatures 
who are wholly governed by Interest that it is really 
discouraging for an ingenious Man to sett pen to paper 
if the Common good did not count^allance all other 
Qonsidaraticms 

I diall att my leisure consider your Botanic Essays 
as to your printing Sdieme a printer that is esteem'd a 
knowing Man and of great business gives this answer to 
it for it is out of my province — ^He wys your Scheme has 
been tryed long ago by good hands but was found to be 
ezpencive and inconvenient in very many respects & at 
no Rate will do for anything else but Bibles, prayer 
Bodes &c and even in them it is very difficult, for altera- 
tiiCMis are not safely made, tho' the author of the soheme 
thinks otherwise — 

and as to authors it would be a discouragement to 
them for this method would att least cost them as much 
as printing a thousand Copies in the common Way, for 
the composeing is the Cheif part of the expence the press 
work only coming to a trifle 

It would be Easie to convince any ^^n of the imprac- 
tibility of the thing and the vast expence that would 
attend it by a few Minutes Conversaticm 

Now my Dear Friend I confide in yom* Humane and 
candid di^ositbn to excuse Mee frcmi adding furthw 
but that I am your obliged & affectionate Fr^ 

P CoLIilNSON 

I have a Letter from J. Bartram who is full of gratitude 
for the kind reception att Coldenghem Your affabile & 
Generous Treatment He will never forgett and I indeed 
have a due sence of the Favours shown him being partly 
cm my reconmi^idaticm 
[Indoned] 
To 
Doe>' CaowaUjADBb Coumr 
Coldenham 

New York. 
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CadwaUader Colden to Peter CoUiMon 

[UnaddTMsed and Undated Copy.] 

[1743] 
DearS' 

I have your kind lettar of the 2^ of March & think 
my self exceedingly obliged to you that you take time to 
write to me in the midst of so much business especially 
after I had been so imprudent as I have too much reason 
to fear to overload you with too much writing. As I 
am grown old & begin to be infirm I am desirous to make 
the most of a correspondence such as I have long wished 
f or d; I am in hopes that my intentions in writing of 
being in some measure usefuU will with your temper 
excuse much how far soever I come short in the execution. 

As to the Indian History I can truely say that if it 
had not been to grant your desires I had never more put 
Pen to paper on that subject & if [it has] been acc^t- 
able by way of amusement or any how to you I have the 
reward proposed to my self in writing it. But as 3rou 
thought that it might likewise be acceptable to the 
Publick & of some use I submitted liie Publication to 
your Judgment d; as in such case a profit may reasonably 
be expected from the Publication I own'd to you tiiat 
the Circumstances of my Family w^re such as not to 
allow me to despise any reasonable share in that profit. 
If any thing of this kind happen it will be an ^ctraordi- 
nary Profit which I did not propose to my self in ihe 
adventure & for whidi I shall think my self soley obliged 
to you d; be it what it will I am confident it will be more 
than I could have obtained by my own Industay had I 
been upon the spot m3n3elf . 

It seems my misfortune to trouble you with Discov- 
eries which I thought my own have happened to have 
been tried by others before This is owing to my knowing 
so little of what passes in the World. I must own how- 
ever that a few years since I read in one of the London 
News papers that a New Method of Printing was dis- 
covered whidi it was thought would be of use to ihe 
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advancanent of Learning & a particular Benefit to 
Authors but of the Manner not the least hint was given 
This led me to think what possibly this Method of Print- 
ing might be on which occasion the Sdieme which I sent 
you oocurr'd to my Fancy And as my own appear'd to 
me feasible & I heard nothing furtha- of that m^ition'd 
in the News paper I concluded they mi^t be different 
& mine of use tho the other should have fail'd. 

Mr Grahams Arguments fully convinced me that the 
improvements I proposed for a Quadrant can not answer 
my expectations but I cannot say I am as mudb con- 
vinced that the method of printing can not succeed from 
the Objection the Printer has made to it. For the charge 
of composing & of the paper being the chief dbarge in 
INrinting when one composing may B&rve for an age or 
longer & for 100 Editions it seems to me a strong argu- 
ment in favour of the New Method rather than an Objec- 
tion to it. But p^haps the prejudice one has in favomr 
of his own conceits & a Jealousy that Print«3 may 
oppose what (torn) to their own Interest may make me 
a less proper Judge. My situation in this Countay 
puts it out of my Power to make any experiment of 
that Method of printing otherwise could I have pro- 
cured as many types of the fashion & Mettel which I 
propose as mi^t be sufficient to compose one page I 
should have put the matter out of Dispute before I had 
sent my thou^ts of it so far as England. But as the 
Urst Author is in England & has all the opportunities 
he can desire to reconomend it it is needless for me to 
think further of it. Only if you be acquainted with him 
you may inform him that in case the charge of lead 
plates be thou^t too great that I think the impreanon 
from Types may be made on thin boards made of Lime 
tree or Poplar both whidi are of a smooth grain very 
soft while green & hard when dry & if any oth^ thoughts 
I have had on the subject I shaJl be well pleas'd that he 
make what use of them he thinks proper can contribute 
to forward his designs. 

You told me that M' Graham was pleas'd to express 
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some satisfaction in the first Editicm of the Indian His- 
tory I hope any EsteCTi he had of it will not be lessoi'd 
by the 2^ Edition & therefore I must entreat you to offer 
him one Copy as the cmly acknowledgement I have at 
this time in my power for the favour he did me I shall 
think it a great Honour for me to have my name among 
the Authors of whidi so valued a Gentleman has any 
Esteem. 

S"" what I formerly troubled you with was with design 
to furnish you with something of Amusement from this 
Countay or in hopes that it mi^t prove of more general 
use without any view to my private interest Now I shall 
presume to give you the trouble of a request in which I 
can use no otha* excuse but that it may prove of use to 
my self It is that you would please to send me a few 
ounces of good Sound Luseme seed for Experiment. 
From what I have read of that plant I intertain hopes 
that I have a proper soil for it & we have reason to think 
that our summ^^ are more natural than those of Eng- 
land but there is mudb reason to doubt our Winters may 
be too cold as it seems to promise a great deal of Pn^t 
where it succeeds I am v^y desirous to make some 
experiment of it & I know not how to obtain any small 
quantity otherwise than by yoxu* favour. It would be 
most convenient for me to have it by the Fall ships in 
order to sow next spring for the Spring ships arive too 
late for that season. 

S'' If I could find it any way in my power to acknowl- 
edge the favours you have don me by any kind of service 
in this Country it would in some measxire take off the 
uneasiness I am under from the trouble I have given you 
& th^^for I hope you will imploy me without reserve 
in every thing wherein I can be of use to you or contrib- 
ute to your amusement 
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CadwaUader Colden to Caipt. John Rutherford 

[Unaddressed and Undated Copy] 

The uneasiness the Boatman was under with a fair 
wind (as I told you I expected I should) obliged to leave 
the Town before your return & deprived me of having 
the parting embrace All I can now say is that if in any 
manner I can serve you in your absence either by doing 
any thing for you in this Coimtry or informing you from 
haice of any occurrencies that you may desire to know 
I will take your imploying me as a particular mark of 
your Friendship for which purpose I beg you will write 
to me as often as you have any opportunity & instruct 
me in what you desire & how to direct to you. Letters 
to me will come the more safely by being put imder 
cover directed to M' Richard Nicholls Post Master in 
New York. Pray make my complements to your Brother 
I wish both of you an agreable quick Voyage a Happy 
Si^t of yotir Family & a Speedy return to us. 

I have lately fallen into a literary correspondence 
with a Gentleman who is curious in several branches of 
the natural History of America & I am told has an 
exceeding curious collection of that sort as well as the 
most compleat Garden of American Plants that is in 
Great Brittain. It is the more extraordinary by his 
being a Merchant (a Mercer) who seldom apply them- 
selves to any study that no way tends to advance their 
Cash. He seems to me to be a man of Generous prin- 
ciples & of imiversal Benevolence & as I expect for these 
reason that you will be very acceptable to each other I 
write the inclosed to give you an opportunity of seeing 
one another as he has a general correspondence over 
Am arica & a considerable acquaintance with the Curious 
pari ot the Nobility A Gentry perhaps he may on some 
occasion be of use to you & therefore if you incline to 
flee him you may deliver it otherwise bum it. M*" Alex' 
& Bryant can tell you where he lives for I know not in 
what part of the town. 
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It is probable you have some aoquaintanoe with W 
Aldennan Perry if you happen to meet with him pray 
offer my hiunble Service to him We were pretty inti- 
mate in some part of our youthful! daya My wife is 
exceedingly pleas'd with the hopes of seeing your Lady 
in this Country She desires you to tell her that she is 
confident she will neith^ dislike the Climate of this 
Country nor the Conversation of the Ladies. We both 
beg youl make otir humble Service acceptable to ha: & 
to your Father S' John whom I remember very well tho' 
I am confident he can remember vay little of me I b^ 
one line from you before you go that I may know what 
I am to do for you as to the land you mentioned & that 
I may have the pleasure of kissing your hand at parting. 
I give you the trouble of a letter to my Brother which 
please to send to the Post office at your arival in London. 

Pray don't forget me to M"" Ker How different are the 
Fates of mankind that I who was alwase a Grave fellow 
should live & dye among the Indians & the lively rake 
should gain the Virtuosa & live & dye a grave old man 
in his own Country I wish you could obtain some of 
his Memoirs which it seem he gives you hopes of My 
Service likewise to M' Cleland I can remember his 
.thou^ts of young gerls ware when he was young himself 
I should be glad to know from himself what they ware 
at 60 when he married a gerl of sixteen. Pray my Duty 
to the Marquiss of Lothian if you see him I must not 
trouble you with every particular & [my service] in gen- 
eral to aJl them that rememba* me 



CadwaUader Golden to [Peter CdlJinBon\ 

[Unaddreased and Undated Copy.] 

S' 

I write this by Capt" Rutherford to give you & him 
an opportunity of meeting because I am persuaded you 
will both be pleased with eadi other. He is a Gentleman 
who besides a libaul Education has had the Advantage 
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of seeing several of the Courts of Europe & of being 
Member of the Britidi Parliament (so yoimg as you see) 
upwards of seven years Tho he has been only about 12 
months in Ammca many things may be leam'd from 
one of so universal knowl^e that would in vain be 
enquired from another that may have spent as many 
years as he has don months in this Country. But had 
he none of these advantages I am persuaded there are 
some things natural to you both & which can never be 
acquired which will make you pleased with one another 
I have still another reason whidi tho a selfish one I will 
ccmfess it is that I as I hope he will return to this Country 
may once in my life at least see the man who has seen 
you since I can not hope ever to see you myself & That 
we may see one another by Proxy 
lam 
S' 

yours much obliged & most humble servt. 



From John Rutherjurd 

Albany Aprile 19 1743 

1 have now the favour of yours of the 2* inst & I owm 
I beipn now to think fluxions more founded in Nature 
than Ive done hitherto, not haveing befor thought of 
them in any other shape than in Sqareing curves in order 
to compare them & discover their propertys & there they 
are plainly Suppositions only, we takeing the Series to 
be equall to what we See by the figures befor us it is not, 
tho the difference being incomprehensibly Small we 
Suppose it vanished, yet I cant, as yet intirely agree 
with you, in our haveing any distinct Ideas of 'em tho I 
want much to have you goe on to apply that method of 
reasoning to Quantitys really existing, peiiiaps some new 
prop^ys or Connections may by that means appear to 
reward your Labour, tho if not. The Search of truths 
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haa Something in it soe Soothing that I dare say youl 
never repent your labour or time you bestow in it. You 
have a little mistaken my meaning in compareing the 
different thoughts of Descarts Newton &c. of Li^t for 
I meant th^^ only Sir Isaac's Hipothesis laid down in 
one of his Quseres at the end of His Opticks, & did not at 
all mean his Opticks viz: his experiments & observations 
on li^t in which his doctrine really consists in which he 
as you well observe lajrs down no Hipothesis how Li^t 
is produced but takes it as he finds it, divides it, proves 
it consisting of various particles capable of different de- 
grees of refraction, requireing different causes of refleo- 
tion, raising different Sensations of Colours &c. which 
is allowed now by all mankind to be one of the finest 
inventions & most deli^tfull & intertaining of all the 
advantages Experiments has gained to Modem Phi- 
losophy by whidi it excells the antient. I can't ccmceive 
how it should make any difference, except in words, in 
your Philosophy to Suppose Li^t consisting of Particles 
constantly flowing out of the Sun, or to suppose, as I own 
I doe, that the Particles of Fire proven, as much b& any 
thing in Physicks can be to exist every wh^^ & of dif- 
ferent uses propertys &c. as Sir Isaac proves them by 
which [they] are capable of affecting us with different 
Colours according [to the] diff^*ence of bodys acting dif- 
ferently on the different particles & haveing the appear- 
ance of Li^t only when reflected or rather constantly 
repelled by the Sim or other luminous body by Such a 
power as Sir Isaac has likewise proved existing in many 
bodjrs on earth acting it a distance viz: without contact 
on li^t: & when thus put in motion by Such a power 
in the Sun &c. are driven in Strai^t parrallel lines to all 
distances constituteing li^t while they keep Soe & heat 
alone with extreme, little li^t, when moveing irregu- 
larly I say, litle, because I can neitha: think there is any 
absolute Cold or Absolute darkness in the world. Fu^e 
as I observed above existing every where & more or less 
perceptible according to the various motions caused 
among its particles by the diff^ent bodys acting upon it. 
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And I look upon this Fluid, (Medium, Fire, tis no mat- 
ter how 'tis named, Since tie plain what's meant, vis: 
what by the elasticity, variety, k motion of it particles 
18 rendaned Sensible to us in the different degrees of 
Heat^ lig^t &c. more or less aocwding to the kind & 
d^ree of motion impressed on them.) as Sir Isaac in 
otherB of his Quires Supposes ^ther to be & ev^i by his 
own account without this his imaginary emitted lig^t 
Seems to be a meer nothing inci^iiable of ever being per- 
ceived or indeed of any of those effects by which we 
mean li^^t, happening to have his Optidcs by me II give 
you his own words in his 23^ Qusere Is not Vision par^ 
formed diiefly by the vibratiims of this Medium excited 
in the bottom of the ^e &c? And in his 18 Quaere after 
describeing an experiment to support his doctrine he 
aaysi, Is not heat conveyed by the vibrations of a much 
Subtiler Medium than Air & is not this Medium the 
Same with that by whidi lig^t is refracted & reflected & 
Iqr whose Vibrations Lis^t communicates heat to bodsrs 
k is put into fits of eaqr reflexicm A eaqr Transmission? 
(& after) Is not this Medium exceedingly mcnre rare A 
active mwe elastidi: A Subtile than air & is it not 
eipanded thro' all the heavens? After his 28 Qusre he 
says exfN^sBly, But how two others can be diffused 
throus^ all Space one of whidi acts upon the other & 
l^ Ccmsequence is reacted upon, without retarding & con- 
founding one another's Moticms is inconceivable You see 
then the Absurdity of his Hipothesis [of] light's being a 
Constantly emitted fluid & distinct from the other (torn) 
fills all the Universe the few Shadows of Planets Comets 
Ac. being a point in regard of the whole A even there only 
a lesser d^ree of lig^t, Soe that to Support this System 
we must Suppose three Sudi Mediums expanded thro 
Space acting upon one another Viz: Fire, lig^t, & ^ther, 
which is plainly inconsistent with the simplidfy of Na- 
ture & quite inconceiveable according to Sir Isaac's own 
opinion, A I have chosen to argue from him on account 
of the veneration you seem to have fw him soe hij^, 
as to prefer him allmost infinitely to poor Boaiiave, & 
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11 allow you to prefer him to Boerhave & most people 80 
a Mathematician, But I must pref^ Boerhave & many 
others to him in Physicks, who haveing the advantage of 
his experiments and knowledge have at the same time 
added sometiiing of their own & I must th^^for from 
Sir Isaac's own words above apply to him your words 
speaking of Boa!iiave viz: that he was upon the ri^t 
scent but had not gained a perfect & distinct Notion of 
the Subject on which he wrote. To humble you a litle 
fiurther about Sir Isaac, tho no mortal can have more 
respect for his demonstrateing these laws of Nature he 
Soe wisely & wonda^ully applys to the System of the 
world in his Principia & tor his Optical discovarys Yet 
rememb^ he differs 500 years in his Cronology from the 
rest of Mankind in which has not yet been followed by 
one Author at home or abroad nor can I ev^ envy a 
Man or call him truly Great who never enjoyed any 
pleasure in Society, dyed a Virgin, & wrote upon the 
Revelations. The Cartman fluids supposeing no Voida 
are now laid aside I See allmost ev^y where for numer- 
ous reasons but I don't think Sir Isaac's argument of 
Li^ts not turning into the shadow alone sufficient to 
have destroyed their doctrine of Li^t, for I think th^ 
might answer thus waves of Wat^ turns mudi in behind 
the obstacle, Air being rarer turns much less ^ther infi- 
nitely rarer turns infinitely less viz Scarce at all & thia 
on accoimt of the immense difference of the Swiftness 
of the Motion in the Waves of these Three fluids as well 
as on the difference of their fineness elasticity &c But 
as I readily give up all Fluids in that sense I shall add 
no more about 'em. I am firmly persuaded The Great 
Author of Nature at the Creation, of all possible Worlds 
chused the best or most perfect & allways maintains it 
soe, And as I reckon the Sun The heart or chief prin- 
ciple of Motion, Life &c., in our world I cant allow (torn) 
in the most infinitely small degree diminished in either 
bulk, Qualitys powers &c., for then the world must be 
better or worse at one time than another; But without 
goeing to any agruments of that nature which I own may 
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aometimes oonvinoe but can never be oondusnre, I think 
an ai^gument may be formed in your own way thu8> sup- 
pose eadi Strata of the Suns substance knitted as light 
aa iniSinitely thin as you please Some thickness they must 
hove & that taken an infinite number of times is equal 
to the Suns body, the difference of Infinilys won't answer 
it, for I can imagine the diffanence of tiie times as in- 
finitely small as you can the Stratums & much eacder: 
the difference of anissions being i^parently soe small as 
to give rather the idea of A constant stream than any 
succession at all & consequently attempt but to put the 
thickness of yoiu* Stratis in figures & the Sun will be 
very quickly exhausted. My Brotiier is arrived h&ce 
from Philaddi^ia to pass a few weeks with me & joins 
with me in my reqiects to Mrs. Cold^i to you & all your 
young Folks. We have now letters from Govemour 
Clarke The Govemour of Virginia &c., an^it makeing 
up the Virginia Quarrel with our Indians & I don't think 
we shall have mudi difficulty in it unless a War with 
France Hi^pen inunediatdiy before we've time to finish 
the affair, For The Dutdi 3rou know are nev^ in a 
hurry, A our Indian Commissioners are composed all- 
most wholly of them, but I ohaU quidc^i them as mudi 
as I can. I am 

Sir 

Yours most obedi^t aiid 
most humble Servant 

John Ruteoibfubd 



From John Bartram 

April ye 25*^ 1743 
Dear friend 

I received thine of Dec^nber ye 22^ which I answered 
directly & sent by ye post according to direction: but 
ha?e not received yet any answer from thee wfaeather thee 
reoQivd it; whidi I have A Considerable time expected: 
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But ye Opinion I have entertained of thy good nature 
leads me to find several excuses for this Omision (I do 
not neglect) as ye difficult pasage from York to thy 
hands. For it may be thee waited to know more of ye 
Captains mind Concerning his tour down Susqudiana in 
order to send me his answer; which may be A consider- 
able time in obtaining; or mine mi^t miscary; 
I trust so much to thy generous disposition that thee will 
vouchsafe me an answer to my letters; tho thay con- 
tribute no way to thy instruction; but are rather imperti- 
nent yet this insufficiency is for want of Ci^acity & not 
indynation to oblige thee. 

I have this day received several letters from London 
which informs me of ye great Satisfaction I gave my 
Correiq)ondents in what I sent last fall so that I ex- 
pect to travail A great way this summer & p^iiaps 
into your parts toward ye Mohocks Countery; therefore 
pray let me know how ye Captain is diqK)6ed for travail- 
ing this Spring; as soon as conveniency will permit; that 
I may know how to provide to accompany him; if our 
afairs & time will suite eadi other — ^at present I am 
waiting for Perticular orders by ye next ship from Lon- 
don which I expect soon will arive haveing not received 
any answer to my two last letters; I have no more to 
write to thee at present but to asure thee that I am thy 
loving & Sincear Friend 

John Babtram 

[Indoned] 
For 
Dr Cadwalaimk CoLmr 
at Cddenham 
These 
with speed 



From Oeorge Clarke 

New Yobk June: ir* 1743 
Sir 

You do me but Justice in supposing that I would 
acquaint you with any thing that might be injurious to 
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you, did it oome to my knowledge, you judge rightly, it 
was a mistake committed by the Qerk and overlooked 
by M' Moore, who is much oonoemed that it should 
happen, the Commission I have ordered to be sent for 
that it may be altered: As to the Letter the Coimdl 
directed him to acquaint you with that Business, and he 
hopes that may in a great measure Excuse him: he 
diowed me the Copy of his Letter to you, the Latter part 
whereof I think, and he is sensible of it, mi^t have been 
otherways expressed, for instead of desiring you to write 
to him, he should have said the Board desired you to 
acquaint them &e^ But as there was t am persuaded 
no disrespect intended. I hope you will forgive Liadver- 
tencies: I am pleased that my thou^ts correspond with 
yoiurs, I asked if the Line was run by publick Authority, 
thinking that no other could be considered by us. I will 
lay your Lett^ before the Council: I wish you a good 
Journey and as little Trouble as may be in the Business 
you go upon being 

Sir 

yours most obedient 
hiunble servant 

Gdo. Clarkb. 

OMiwaUader Cdden Eaqr. 



From John Bartram 

June ye 26** 1743 
Esteemed friend 

I have received thy kind letter of May ye 13*** since 
which Captain Rutha^ord hath been at my house accom- 
panied with several Gentlemen of ye Chiefest distino- 
tion in Philadelphia he appears to be A fine accomplished 
Gentlemanr--* 

I am mudi surprised that thy neibour ediould tell thee 
that he left A letter at my house in March which Could 
not be else I fidiould have heard of it or of him which I 
have not 
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I have lately received orders from London to travail 
to gath» ye seed of ye balm of Gilead cones & othar 
species of ev^ greens; ye duke of Norfolk hath sub- 
scribed 20 Guineas ye duke of Richmond & another 
Gentleman fifteen more besides our ProprietcM: hath sent 

me orders to procure some Curiosities for him ^I am 

now providing for a Journey up Susquehana with our 
intapreter in order to introduce A Peacable understand- 
ing between ye Virginians & ye five nations we supi>ose 
ye meeting will be in ye Onondagues Countrey: I sup- 
pose not far from your fort Osw^o we are to set out ia 
A week or two: I do not yet know wheth^ we shall ride 
up Susquehana any farther than ye great branch which 
runs westward (toward Al^eeny) where oae of thair 
chiefs lives: whome we are to take with us to ye treaty 
& according to his advice we are to proceed either oa 
horseback or by wat^ up ye river as far as Navigable: 
thence by land to ye Onondagues river t this Journey I 
hope if wee have good success may afford us A find 
opertunity of many Curious observations; & if thee pleaa 
to be so kind as to write to ye Captain of your fort or ye 
minister in ye Mdiocks Countrey in my favour; it may 
do me a Kindness in A strange Land; if I should return, 
home that way; & thorow Albany wfaidi I doat yet 
know; however thee may be assured of ye real friend- 
fidiip of they Sincear friend 

John Babtbam 
I sent A letter in may by one of my 
acquaintance who promised to leave it 
at thy house or deliver it to thee 
[Indoraed] 

For 
Doctor Cadwallaob Coldbn 
at Cddenbam 

Recommended to the Care of M^ Nichok 
VySenr^ 

Free L Evans 
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Cadvxdlader Colden to John Bcurtram 
[Copy] 

I was in Connecticut in the Execution of a Cornish 
cm an affair of CJonsequence to that Colony when I 
received yours of the 26^ of June & sta3r'd there till 
towards the end of August by which I was deprived of 
the pleasure of writing as you desired of me So far as 
I can learn you retum'd without being in the Mohawks 
Country if you had I believe Mr Barday the Minister 
there would have shown all the Civility in his Power 
on what I form^ly wrote to him when }rou designed for 
that i>art of tiie Country I hope you have returned 
with ample Satisfaction to your own Curiosity by a 
Discovery of many New things in NatiUBl History & 
that 3^u will likewise take the Pleasure of Commimicat- 
mg your Discoveries to the Inquisitive part of the World. 

These Avocations by Publick Business have entirely 
taken my thou^ts from any subject in your Way I 
have been taken off from viewing the agreable Pheno- 
mina of the beautiful varieties in Nature to the Dis- 
agreable phenomina of mens perv^'se Actions But as 
this can give you no pleasure no more of it However 
that this summ^ may not be entirely lost to our Corre- 
qxmdence I shall acquaint you with something which I 
though wor^ taking note of. As we past throu^ the 
Country we were with much Civility entertained a few 
hours at their Govemor'd house (M' Laws) & had the 
Pleasure to see himself & his Children cloathed in a good 
handsom Silk of their own making & he told me that 
this year Qi&re would be above a hundred yards made 
in that litle Toun (Milford) They make silk Hand- 
kerdiefs & stockens as well as Stuffs He takes a great 
deal of pains in being informed himself in the Mystery of 
the Silk Manufacture & in instructing his Nei^bours 
If I be not mistaken this litle Town has done more with- 
out any publick incouragment than all the Colony of 
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Georgia with the incouragemwt of I dont know how 
many thousand pounds of the Publick Money & by this 
we may see how in any shape publick Spirit is more 
useful than money 

I believe you may have often heard a complaint of 
the Expenciveness of Lawsuits that Justice must in a 
manner be bought at a Dear rate They have no reason 
for complaint of this sort in Connecticut for I believe 
no where are lawyers fees & other Court charges low«r 
than there but sudi is the misfortune of all human affairs 
that the avoiding of one evil genially occasions twice 
as many. As in no place a law suit can be carried on so 
cheap so in no other place do th^ aboimd in them so 
much, they assured me that in the Coimfy Court of the 
place where we were, above 600 Actions were then de- 
pending. This occasions a litigeous humour among Hie 
People a perpetual caballing & attendance on their Courts 
An Avocation of their Minds from their Business & Hie 
Interest of their Families & a great Defect in their Indus- 
try. Besides tho' every man allmost in that Colony 
thinks himself a Lawyer yet perhaps hardly one man in it 
thorou^ly Understand the Principle of the Law We 
may learn from this that nothing more prevents the 
advancement of any Art or Science than that of making 
it cheap & mean. We mi^t obsa:ve the same as to their 
Religeous Notions no where more talk of Religecm or a 
greater pretence to skill in Theology to Sanctity among 
Indeviduals & no where are the Principles of ReUgecm 
less unda:Btood. 

In digging a well about a mile from my house at 
about 9 foot depth we came to Water In some places 
between the points of a Slaty rock the Water came out 
as black as ink & upon examining the joint we found 
in it a black fluid of the consistencie of a Syrup & in the 
same joint we found several small irregularly shaped 
clear white flinty stones or Spar It had nothing remark- 
able either as to smell or taste. Please to let me know 
if you have at any time met with such & yom* thoughts 
of what this black fluid may be. The Oar or Veins of 
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Minerals are observed to grow & to have their sperm or 
embryo (if I be not mistaken) in a Fluid State If they 
grow like other Vegetives they must in time come to a 
State of Maturity & after that decay & at last dye & 
eome to Corruption So that this may likewise be the 
Mineral in a Corrupted State. Perfai^ you can give me 
8(Hne li^t into this for I have no knowledge of the 
nature of Minerals 

As my son carries this I can have no doubt of its 
coming safe to your hands & gives me the pleasure of 
hoping that I caxmot fail of having a full sheet at least 
from you after so long an Intermission in our Corre- 
qxAd^ice I am very affeetbnately 

Your 



From Peter ColUnsan 

LoND Sep' 4^ 1743 
My Dear IViend 

Pray make no i^logys about the Length of y' Letters 

they are vay Entertaining ^If I have not time to 

write it is a pleasure to mee to Read — 

I nevCT See your Indian HisUnry, the Fruits of great 
pains A Industry) but I am sensible of the great favoiu* 
9iown Mee and of the many obligations I am under for 
It — a very Wcwrthy & Ingenious Man Cap* Middleton who 
Went to Hudsons Bay to find out the North west pasage 
haveing been 14 Voyages into that Bay In the Companys 
Service^ had from time to Time collected Such Observa- 
tions as gave good reason to hope it was practicable He 
Laid them before The Admiralty Board, and he was 
Sent in the year I think 1741 and Winterd there & made 
all the Essays practicable but retumd fully convinced 
there was no passage— as He was a Good Naturallist He 
had Collected variety of Materials well worth the knowl- 
edge of the Curious, I happend to show Him y History 
He was delighted with It & said this will do very Well 
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to publish with mine; & you shall Share in the profits — I 
thought this a Luckky Incident Butt Some Malidous 
people have oiqx)sed Cap^ Middleton and rendred his 
Joinmals Suspicions att y^ admiralty Board:— w^ for the 
present has obliged the Cap^ to Lay aside his first D^ 
iigne and now turns Author to Vindicate Himself— 

My Dr lY^ as you 3rett Vgist in the opinion that your 
scheme for printing is very practicable as well as advan- 
tageous, but as I was no Judge of It^ I engaged 'MT 
Straham a prints to answer jroiun, He is Esteond an 
Ingenious Imowing Man So Shall referr you to his 
Letter here Inclosed 

You can't Imagine how I was surprised to See the 
great progress you have made in the linnean Sjrsteme 
and with what Accuracy you had Drawn up the Two 
Botanic Enigmas. I profess msrself no Botanist neither 
am I fond of Novelties — ^the Science of Botany is too 
much perplex'd already our Country Man Ray I like 
best as my Skill is Slender, and I have not time to make 
any proficiency in the New Method, you will I hope 
Excuse Mee if I mistake the Maik— If I say the one 
Seems to be a plant, that my Botanic friends as a Mark 
of their Req>ect have called by my Name, the other 
Seems to be a Hdlebore or Helleborine of whidi y(m 
have variety but the *ticular plant I cant say — ^iwray S^id 
Mee a Specimen Dry'd betwe^i two papers — ^that I may 
have the pleasure to See the Plant that you have So 
Dextriously Investigated — ^I have several in my Ganloi, 
they are Easily Sent ov^ by takeing them up wfaoi the 
Flower Fades with a Lump of mould about the Roots 
& putt into a Box of Earth and Nail'd up Close only 
boreing a few holes for Air & then Sent on board A 
Ship — ^my Indefatigable Friend J. Bartram is veiy know- 
ing & Sucoessfull in these operations— my Great Delist 
is in Cultivateing & Nurseing these Rare plants & Seeing 
them Come to Maturity this does not Engage the Mind 
so atentively as Botanic Knowledge Especially If I am 
to be master of the Several S3rstems of Tommf ort, Ray & 
Linnaeus— as I have a good Este^n for the Last and 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOLDEN PAPER8-1748-1747 29 

^naUy know Him and annually Correspond with Him 
I dcmt know but I may Send Him y* 2 Enigmas I know 
it will give Him vast pleasure to See the (HrogresB of his 
Science in So remote a Quarter 
my Dears' 

I Salute you with 
C!ordial Respects & am jr' affectionate fr' 

P. COLUNSpK 

I Said you under the Ckmveyance of my Worthy 
friend J. Alexander the History of the 
Poljrpus for a Wint^ Evenings Entertainment you 
may Depend all is Literally True most of the 
Experiments have been Tiyd here & Succeed Exactly. 

nndoned] 
To 
Doer Coums 
Cokkmsham 



From James Colden 
D:B; 

I had yours in which you gave me Some hopes of Seeing 
Ci^tain Rutherford in this country, this caused me 
ride to White banks an Old Acquaintance of mine who 
maried Cap^ Rutherford's Sister from whom I hoped to 
have got Some account of him but I was most unlucky 
ioT AT* Ruth^cHxi had been there Some days and he and 
hiB Lady were gone with her to Edgerton the day before 
I came his mother told me they were once in hopes he 
was come the Length of London, but that th^ were 
then affrayd he would not come off till S^tember but 
I am purswaded M*^ Rutherford likes your country and 
has wrot favourably of it to his Lady, for she is not onfy 
resolved to come over with him, but I am informed that 
it was with Some difficulty her fri^ds disswadded her 
from coming to him. the account you give of your 
familie gives us the greatest delist Long Long may 
you enjoy them and Still may your comfort in them 
encrease I did not write last Spring but the reason was 
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that I was in a very bad State of health most of last 
winter which increased on me the whole Spring so as I 
began to fear it might at last cut me down and as I know 
that giving you an account of the State I was then in 
would trouble you I rather delayed till I Saw what turn 
the Distemper would take I wrot in June last by one 
going to London who promised to put it into the coffee 
house him Self in which I gave }rou an account of the 
death of my Son James which with the Circumstances 
both I and my wife ware in at the time was vary heavy 
on me I have reason to bless God, the gravil cholidks 
whidi for some time have terribly Distressed me are very 
much abated and the excessive vomitting hath for Some 
tim quite left me So that I am at present in a toUerable 
State of health my wife is in very good health and pretty 
far gone with Child, the Children are all very well and 
give us no Smale comfort Cad is I hope neer free of his 
distemper and Seems to have a vay good cappadty. If 
a war with franco will give you any unwealcome visits 
from thair coUonies you are like not to want them Long, 
for it is thought we are on the v&ry brink of a war with 
franco we all Joyn in desireing to be affectionatly remem- 
bered to you my Sister and your Children and offer our 
duty to my Aunt if she be yet alive, may God bless you 
and them and make you long happy in the enjoyment 
of them I am 

D B 
Your most t^id^ly Affectionate Brother 

Jambs Coiosn 



Whitsom 9*^ Sep*' 
1743 

[Indoraed] 
To 

Cadwalladb Cqu>in Eeqr at New york to be Left at the Sun 
Coffee house behind the Royal Exchange London to be fcxwaided bj 
the first Ship for New York Boston or Fhyladelphia 
R« Feb- 21»t 1743/4 

Answer'd the 19^ of June 1744 with an account of my Aunts wiU 
as to him. [Note by Cadwallader Cdden] 
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From J oh. Fred Oronovvus 
Sir 

The 29 of July I was favoured with your kind letter of 
the 28^ of March 1743, which came to my hand (by the 
care of Doctor du' Bois) by the Reverend Mr Dorsius, 
who told me that in ebort time he wbs resolved to go 
hB€k to p^iffllvania, wherefcnre I ebal answer to yoiu* 
letter^ as mudi the time will permit. 
M' CMord, one of the ridiest ma^chants at Amst^am 
hath printed his Hortus at his own expenses, and doth 
not sell any Ck>pye, but is very liberall in making a pres- 
ent of it. So that if you can collect Some seeds for Him, 
I don't doubt, he will present you with a copy of it 
Sometimes it is to be met in a public Auction, where it 
commonly go's for about 25 gilders. 
The second part of the flora virg. is printed; of which I 
take the liberty to send to you a copy, besides a copy of 
the I>1rst part. But as you make no mention in Your 
letter of some oth^ books of Linnaeus, besides his diar- 
acters, I take the liberty to present you with some other 
books, whidi you wUl find of a great use to You viz. 
with a New Edition of his Fundam^ita Botanica, in 
which you will find a great thesary of learned observar 
tions; but this book must be read over and over: and 
then you wUl easily perceive the Laws which must be 
observed in making the Characters particularly about 
the partes fnictificationis, wh^« the num^ns, figura, 
IN\q)ortio et situs alwajrs must be observed. 
I am infinitely obliged to You for the plants and Char- 
aet»s> You are so kind to communicate to me At present 
I am very much tak^i up with the public affaires, and 
the short stashing of the Reverend Mr. Dorseus is the 
cause that I can not examine You'r Charact^^s, what I 
hope to do when our 20,000 men for assistance of the 
queen of Hungary are marching, being about these af- 
faires not only the 7 provinces^ but the towns her self 
divided in their opinions: however there is great hope to 
a generall agreement. 
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However in reading now en than for a moment Your 
Characters I am (without any flatay) surprised, how 
you in such a Short time could have such ideas of lin- 
naeus way in making up the rotas characteristicaa 
Linnaeus hath promised to give out one time or another 
His philosophia Botanica, which should only consist of 
an explication upon the aphorisms of his Fundamenta, 
so that this book should be as a Standard. A part of it is 
printed in this Critica Botanica, wh«^in certainly you 
ahaU find exceeding good remari^ where for I take the 
liberty to i»nes^it to you my own copy of that book whidi 
I have more than 50 times read over and over. 
I dont doubt, you shall find by Reading nicely the Fun- 
damental the preface to the Charactares, that this Critica 
Botanica, You may easily make Your selv Mastar of 
Linnaeus his way. For my selv I assure you I can not 
give to You better Directions. But if it is that You have 
still some sorupuls, I shall alwajrs be ready answer them 
as mudi I can. 

Dr. Linnaeus is not only content with his Botany, but 
he extend his industry to all part of naturall History, and 
has braugt me over to it, particularly persuaded by the 
power of my family, and I my selv to, in the govaimient 
of this town, and by that way Now and than depute's 
to the States of Holland & others coUedges, I get by our 
men a war an immense collection of natural things, of 
which my chiefst deligt axe in the Lapides, and Testacka^ 
that iS) the conch® et cochle®. 

I hath tryed Juxta linnaei Fundamenta Botanica to give 
names to all these things, and printed a catalogue of it 
the year 1740, since whidi time my collection increased 
once larger. You shall infinitely oblige me if You meet 
some of these things, to communicate them to me. par- 
ticularly the the codilece and Conchse of you'r countay. 
I dont doubt there is in your Country a good variety of 
Snails (as wel at Land as in the rivans) whose Codde 
Shells are different in shape and Coloiurs. 
Now Sir once more, I acknowledge my selv very mudi 
obliged to You for You' letter and Characters, assuring 
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that I shall always be glad to See your Letters, to which 
I diall alwajrs answer upon spot: dhrect only to Mr. Sadel- 
hof, Merchand at Amsterdam, or to Mr. John papin, 
Junic»*, Merdiand at Rotterdam, with a direction to D"* 
Jdbn Fredmc Gronovius, Senateur de la Ville de Leyden 
in Holland. 

I am Dear Sir, wishing You all health and proq>erity 
Your most obediant Servant 
Lorden 6 August 1743 ^^^^ ^^ Gronovius. 

Sir: 

The before mentioned Mr. Dorsius hath told me, that 
he waa resolved in short time to go ov^ to pensilvania^ 
and promised me that he should cal upon me and spend 
a ni^t, where upon I write these preceding lines, and 
made a paked of things mention there. To my great 
801TOW I did not heard any thing of that Gentelman. In 
the mean time I resolved to Fixe daily some hoxuB, to 
consider Your Characters. Once for all You must know 
that I sudi one who never will flatter any one: but with 
Father plinnius agnoscere per quem profeceriam Indeed 
I must confess, I hath a great deal lij^t in your Char- 
acters about somme plants, mentioned in the flora 
Vii^ginica. 

I take the Liberty to send you my remarks, which have 
been ready a month ago, when I hath made this packed 
ready, that at the approach of Dorsius I could give it 
immediately in his hand: but helas! the fellow did 
not oome: so that I waa a whole month disappointed: 
having been very sorrow that I going to bed, I sa the 
packed lying in my room, and the next mcHning coming 
in my room, I sa it still lying there, till it happened, 
that Mr. Otto a Gentleman from [blank in MS] advised 
me of his going to England, who promised me to give it 
there in good handa 
I remain Dear Sir 

Yoiur most obediant Servant 

Leyden 3 Octob. 1743. '^°=- *^ Gbonovius. 
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Vrwa Benjamin FrankUn 

Philad' Nov. 4 1743 
Sir 

I received the Favour of yours, with the Pn^x)8al 
for a new Method of Printing, which I am much pleased 
with and since you express some Confidence in my Opin- 
ion, I shall consider it v^y attentively and particularly, 
and in a Post or two send you some Observations on 
evOTy Article, 

My long Absence from home in the Summer, put my 
Business so mudi behind-hand, that I have been in a 
continual Hurry ever since my Return, and had no Leis- 
ure to forward the Sdieme of the Society: But that 
Hiury being now near over, I purpose to proceed in the 
affair very soon, your Approbation being no small 
Encouragement to me. 

I cannot but be fond of engaging in a Correq>ond6nce 
so advantageous to me as yours must be: I shall always 
[receive] your Favours aa such, and with great Pleas- 
ure. 

I wish I could by any Means have made your Son's 
longer Stay here as agreable to him, as it would have 
been to those who began to be acquainted, with him. I 
am. Sir, with much Respect. 

your most hum* Sarv* 

B. lYtANKUK. 



From James Alexander 

New York Nov' 27^ 1743 
EK Sir 

Bryant arrived on Wednesday last & I got home from 
Jersey on Thursday last, with some Difficulty haveing the 
Gout in both my feet— in a trunk from Collinsons was 
the inclosed Letter to you & book from CoUinson, it opois 
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a Y&ry Extraordinary Scrae of Nature— it has been 
observed h^^ that upon a LobstaB Losing a whole Claw 
that a new one grows in the place of it, & that thats the 
occasion that very often the one Claw in much bigger 
than the oth^ correq>onding Claw in the Same Lobster, 
whidi new Grouth of a whole Claw Seems Something 
like to that of the Polypus in the book, but wheth^ any 
part will produce all the others parts de novo is what I 
don't know & much doubt. 

I beg you would Send me a Coppy of what CoUinson 
A Grahame wrote Concerning the quadrant & particu- 
lary the price, I thought I had taken a Coppy but cant 
find it, if I have; I think now by Bryant's return of 
Sending for Such a Quadrant, & to have it made under 
the care & Direction of M' Grahame, & to have it care- 
fully Examined by him after its made, to Discover & 
Certify the Errors if any be. 

If you can think of any particular method of Exami- 
nation & what points are most carefully to be examined 
and Certified, I ebould be glad you would favour me with 
it^ to recommend to CoUinson (to whom I am to remitt 
the charge of the instruments) to recommend to Graham 

My best respects to M" Colden to aU your family I am 
Your most humble Servant 

Ja: Alexander 

[Lidoned] 

To CAOWAUiAOB (joumax 'Emf 

ColdiDgluuDii 



CadwaUader Colden to James Alexander 
[Copy] 

About 2 years since I received by M' Grahams con- 
yeyance an Acct of an Instrument you make for taking 
of Latitudes which you say will be sufficient to determine 
it to a minute but as you gave no description of that 
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Instrument & from tiie lenth of the TeLeocope I oon- 
duded it could not mudi exceed 20 Indies Radius I could 
not conceive how the latitude could be determin'd with 
sufficient certainty to a minute by an Instnunent of so 
smaU a Radius. & tor that reason I widi you had taken 
the trouble of giving a more particular account of the 
Ck>ntrivance of that Instrument for if by any contrivance 
a small Instrument can perform all that a larger can sudi 
Instrument must on many accounts be preferable to the 
larger. Howev^ as I believe that you will at this time 
receive directions for making a Quadrant I take this 
opportunity of desiring you to send an Exact Commcm 
compass or Circmnf^^ntor for my son who is a practical 
Surveyor Tho' this Instrument be as little complicated 
as most yet not one of a hundred which come from Eng- 
land are free of Errors. These errors seld(Mn happen in 
the Graduation but in placeing of the sights wherel:^ 
the sights are not placed exactly in the plain of the 
Meridian of the Compass & the upper & lower sights 
not exactly in the same plain which you know must in 
all operations by sudi Instrumeits produce sensible errors 
& for that reason I must desire you to take particular 
care as to that for this eror is very difficultly ccmreeted. 
As Errors of this kind may be contracted by an accidental 
twisting of the Arms of the compass on which the si^ts 
are placed please therefor to make these Arms of sufficient 
thickness not to yeld to a small force & for the same 
reason that the sights be not placed above 2^ inches 
beyond the graduated ring of the Compass, for the longer 
the Arms are the more easily by an accident they may be 
bent The si^ts must be join'd to the Arms with such 
exactness that after their being taken off they may be 
replaced with all requisite exactness without declining 
any way & be secured in that Sdtuation by a Screw 
These Compasses sometimes contract faults by the hole 
in the cap of the Needle whidi plajrs cm the top of the 
center pin not being suffidenUy smooth & by uneveness 
which it contracts by continued rubbing on the Pin tot 
whidi reaaoa the inside of the Cap to be weU poUiahed 
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& case hardned I can see no reason why an Iron cap may 
not do better than brass, if Iron can be made both 
smoother & harder without being subject to rust but as 
to these you can judge better than I can. 

I bdieve it may be proper to send some kind of 
punch shaped to the hole of the needle Cap & a little 
Emary or Something perhaps moro prop^ to polish 
the inside of the Cap & to remove any Scratdies it 
may contract from the Center pin or otherwise. The 
graduated ring should be thin that the Center pin be no 
longer than for the needle to play freely upon it for the 
longi^ the center pin the greater the arors occasioned by 
the Compass not being placed exactly horizontal every 
time an observation is made. We likewise choose to have 
the center pin of Steel because Brass wears blunt too soon 
db to have a scrow on the lower end by which it is fized 
in the box that it may be rais'd or lowered to our liking 
& must allow to be b^t so as to reduce the point exactly 
to the c^ita:. The needles must be made as thin & light 
as possible to lessen the friction on the center pin & their 
ends must allow of bending to reduce them precisely into 
the same line with the center of the needle. The Diame- 
ter of the Compass within the Ring or Iwth of the Needle 
to be about 4^ indies. 



CadwcUader Colden to WUUam Strahan 
[Copy] 
S' 

As I think my self much obliged to you for the trouble 
yxAk have tak^oi to answer a paper I formerly wrote to 
M' CoUinson I take the first Opportunity to acknowledge 
it I am fully convinced that your reasonings are just & 
as they have been likewise confirmed by Experience th^ 
leave no room to doubt. But at the same time I must 
inform you that you have not entirely taken my view I 
easily & at first perceiv'd that this Method would not 
succeed for oommon books which gen^uUy bear but one 
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Edition & are chiefly calculated for the pres^it times & 
with a view to a speedy pn^t while the present taste & 
humour lasts I had confin'd my view to particular cases & 
to a narrow compass to books in the Sciences and to such 
only which have an intrinsick value independent of the 
Governing humour or taste the Value of which are known 
to few & will allwise be esteem'd & sought after by some: 
Of Sudi sort is Euclid's Elements whidi has c(Hitinued in 
the Esteem of the world above 2000 years such likewise 
are S"* Isaac Newton's optics & his Prindpia, wfaidi will 
for all ages be called for by the few that understand them. 
Such likewise are Trigonometrical Tables Ac whidi nevar 
can be out of Fashion or out of use & which may be 
affixed to & are convenient for many different books & 
yet all these books & others of the \dad have but a slow 
Sale The composing of them for the press must likewise 
be more difficult & expensive because the Composer can- 
not be assisted by the sense & a mistake on one lettar or 
figure frequently disturbs [the whole] sense. Some of 
these have been often cut on copper plates (with profit I 
suppose to the owners) & yet certainly they might with 
much less expence by impressed on printing metal by types 
en creuse in the Method I propose than by engraving & 
by the rolling press. I accidentally last summer fell into 
Comp^ with a Printer (the most ingenious in his way 
without question of any in America upon my mentioning 
my thoughts which I wrote to M*^ Collinson) he told me 
of the Method which had been used in Holland which 
you likewise mention but he thought the method by types 
ea creuse to be an improvement of that Method & as he 
is a man v^y lucky in improving every hint he has done 
something on this foundation & which I have seen which 
has puzled aU the printers in this country to conceive by 
what method it is done As printing is this mans trade & 
he makes a Benefite of it I do not think my self at liberty 
to communicate it without his consent tho' as to my own 
part I have no interest in keeping the secret nor had I or 
have I any other view in what I formerly wrote than to 
conmiunicate a thought which I fancied mi^t be of use 
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to oilers What I have wrote perhaps may occasion some 
reflections to you that may not prove of loss to you in 
your way. If I can make you any return to your civility 
by any Service in this C!ountry you will oblige me by 
giving me an opportunity to do it I am & eball be glad of 
any occasion worth your while to continue a correspond- 
ence I am If you think proper to inform me of the com- 
mon charge of Printing & the price of common printing 
paper p^haps It may give me an Opportimity some time 
or other of serving you. 

fladaned] 

Answer to M*" Sibahan 
Nov 1743. 



From Samuel Johnson 

Stratford Nov. 21 1743 
S' 

This waits upon you by M' Watkins concerning whom 
I need say nothing father than I said to you when I had 
the hon"^ of your Conversation — ^As he is a Serious honest 
Man I hope he may be acceptable among the people of 
your Country, being, I am sure, heartily disposed to do 
all the Good he can, & I believe well qualified to answer 
all the Ends necessary, in Such a Situation as that is— By 
him, according to my promise I sent you Bp. Berkelesrs 
pieces — ^The Theory of Vision indeed I could not recover 
wh&ce I had lent it Soon enought to Send it you. But M' 
Watkins having the Minute philospher of his own, at 
the End of which there is the last Edition of it, he will 
supply you with them both himself, the principles & 
DiisJogues I Send you. — ^The Bp. always wished his pieces 
to be read in the Order in which he published them, which 
is — 1*^ The Theory of Vision — 2 the principles of Human 
Knowledge. — 3. Tbe Dialogues, which are the same thing 
in another shape — 4. The Minute Philospher. — ^To which 
I have added the pieces he has Since published, viz 5 — 
His Defence of his Theory — 6. The Analsrst. — 7 — ^His 
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Defense of it. — ^This is the order in whidi they were 
wrote & Should be read but, I believe b^ore any thing 
dse it would be best to read the Introduction to the prin- 
ciples of Human Knowledge, the design of which ia to 
banish Scholasticism & abstract Ideas which have been 
the Bane of all Science of every kind. — ^I doubt not but 
that you will read them with Candor & with that atten- 
tion th^ deserve, & 1 shall be thankful for your Opinion 
of them, especially of the Math^natical Controverqr, in 
which you are doubtless a mcx^e competent Judge than 
any we have among us. — ^meantime I remain, 

S' 
y' most abedient 
humble Servant 
Sa. Johnson. 
S" I make bold to 
Send you a little piece 
of mine lately published by our C!oll^;e. 

[Indoraed] 

To 

CADWAUiAOB COLDBN Eaq' 

in 
Ulster County. 



From Peter Bours 

Nbwpobt Dec.'* 8*^ 1743 
S^ 

I was honoured with yours of 7** Nov^'- and do assure 
you that I esteem it a Singular Happiness to have any 
opportunity whereby our acquaintance may be ccmtinued, 
indeed your Scituation in the Country at some consider- 
able Distance from New York has prevented my writing 
of tner to you than I have and I am loth to trouble you by 
the Post. 

I am mightily pleased with yours attempts in raising 
these curious grasses. I wish you success therein, He 
deserves great Encomiums who endeavours to promote 
the Interest of Succeding Generations in undertakings 
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of this Nature, that I may have a Hand therein shall take 
care to provide some red Clover Seed as Soon as it is 
thrash'd from the Hay and fcHrward the same to M'. 
Moore the Dep^. Secretary for your Son's Use, a Friend of 
mine in the Country has promised to furnish me with 
what I shall have Occadon for I have sent to M'. Moore 
^ght heavy Pistoles and twelve pounds this Currency to 
satisfy all Parties concerned in procuring those Plans for 
this Colony, he would have had it some months ago had 
not CapV Griffith who promised to call on me for it been 
wcNTse tiian his word, since which I have been to Boston 
and in the Country and so miss'd of him when he was 
hare, I hope y* Delay will be excused when y* Circum- 
stances attending it are known. 

We expect this Winter to have a Confirmation of the 
Judgm^it you gave at Providence, it is thought by Some 
that the Maasadiusetts Government will Submit the 
Point Our Council at Home who are the famous Miuray 
and M' Paris applaud yoiur Judgment. 

Whenever you think that I can be of any Service to 
you I b^ of you to let me know it that I may have it m 
my Power to manifest my R^ards for yoiu* P^*son and to 
demonstrate how Sincerely I am, EF. S'. 

Your most Obed.* Se'v* 

Pbtbb Boubs 



CadvxjUader Colden to Peter Bours 
[Copy] 

CoLDiNGHAM Jau^ 26*^ 1743/4 

I am exceedingly obliged to you the kind expressions 
of Fr[iendshi]p in yours of the 8*^ of De<f & you may 
assure yourself I i^all embrace every opportimity of 
diowing my sense of it by serving you when ever in my 
power It will give me mudi pleasure to engage you into 
a correspondence by any means or subject that can be 
entertaining to you. 
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I (ft I believe the GenV" joined with me) had that 
pleaaure whidi allwise attends an upri^t Judgem^ ao- 
cording to our own Consciences & tho we ought to pro- 
pose nothing more to our selves yet certamly it gives an 
additional Satisfaction when we hear that our Judge- 
ment receives the approbation of those men whose Judge- 
m^ has an univ^Bal approbation. I nev^ knew the rea* 
son of your wanting a Copy of the Plan I was affraid yt 
it was occasion'd by a miscarriage of the Copy I sent 

M' Mo<H^ paid me six pounds for my son soon after 
I wrote my f orm^ to you. If you'l be so kind as to s^id 
some red Clover seed about a 100 weight & direct it to the 
Care of Pet^ De Lancey or Richard NidioUs Postmaster 
in New York I diaH take care to pay the mcmey or 
remit it in what mann^ you shall please to direct aa 
soon as I shall receive your orders for that purpose. I 
mention both these names because M*^ De Lancey ia 
sometimes out of Town at his Country seat & shall be 
glad to have it at New York before the 1"^ of April that 
it may be sow'd next Spring. I am S"* 

[Indorsed] 

Pun BouBS 



CadwdUader Golden to Peter CoUdnson 
[Copy] 
DearS' 

You have obliged me exceedingly by your kind ex- 
pressions of the 4"* of Septf^ whereby you incourage me to 
think that my correspondence is not disagreeable to you. 
What you mention of Cap^ Midleton adds to any conceit 
I may have had of my performance in the Indian History 
by his not being affray'd of having his work clogg'd <fc 
bom doun with the weight of Mine I am sorry that it so 
often happens that the most generous Und^takings for 
the Benefite of the Nation are discouraged by the Male- 
volent & envious Tempers & that frequentiy even great 
Virtue is oppressed und^ such Influence as Cap^ Midle- 
ton's case seems in some measure to be. In such case it is 
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every honest man'g Duty according to his Station to sup- 
port the Innoc^it You take, I am affra/d too much 
trouble in endeavouring to make my perf (Mrmance of some 
profit to me. Tho' as I formerly said my circumstances 
are not such as to deq)ise any thhig of that kind yet I can 
with great Sincaity say that I have gain'd the chief end 
of my writing it by its being in any measure acceptable 
to you & I will have ample Satisfaction if it should any 
way prove usefull to the publick I thought it more likely 
to be so about this time because some Treaty of Peace 
4 Commerce must in aU probability soon ensue with 
fVance & if that book could in any measure draw the at- 
t^tion of the Ministry or of the Parliament to regard the 
Intarest of North America in req)ect to the Fur trade & 
the Incroadmients whidi the fVench on oiu* Trade & 
Settlements I ebould hope that I have been of some iise 
to my Country. For this purpose you may p^haps not 
think it amiss to add by way of appendix what I formerly 
wrote of the Natural advantages whidi the People of 
New York have in carying on the Fur Trade beyond what 
the Frendi of Canada have & which was sent to you by 
Af Alexander with some oth^ printed papa*s. You 
need not be affray'd (as you formerly hinted) that the 
Fr^ich may thaeby learn any thing in that Trade whidi 
they do not allready understand They know aU that 
affair bettar than we do Their Ministers are well informed 
which I doubt ours are not They take much pains to 
be inform'd & never fail to incourage sudi as can give in- 
formation or any way improve their Trade & Inta:est & 
theiy constantly employ men of sufficient abilities for 
that purpose while we take no pains & know little else 
besides what we learn from their books. As to matters of 
Fact asserted in my book I can sufficiently justify them 
either from oiu* own pubUck Registers or from French 
Authcmi where oiu* Registers are sil^it All that I am 
oonoem'd for is that the publication of that book be of 
advantage to the publick otherwise I think it would be a 
fault to trouble the pubUck with it & tempt people to 
throw away their time & money uselessly & as to this I 
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must trust to your Judgement for few men are indif- 
f^Bnt enough Judges of their own performances. In 
case you continue to think tiiat tiie publication may be 
usefidl benot uneasy in order to make it profitable to me; 
if you employ an honest printer who will be willing to 
let another Share with him in a profit to which the other 
has contributed & has so mudi honesty as to be unwilling 
to defraud the other of his reasonable proportion I would 
trust him so far as not to be willing by any contract to 
increase his loss in case of a disi^intment in his expec- 
tations 500 copies of the New York Edition w^re sold so 
that not one copy now for several years past can any 
wh^^ be obtained & this may give the Printer some eai- 
couragement For his advantage to the following purpose 
may be put on the Title page. Wherein is shown how 
advantageous the Friendship of those Nations is to the 
Settlement & Trade of the British Subjects all over north 
America dk what pains the French have taken to witt^ 
dram their affection from the English A matter which 
may deserve attention at a time when a Treaty of Peace 
& Commerce may he expected between Great Britain 
& France This I propose for the Benefite of the Printer 
for otherwise I dislike promising Title pages. But as to 
ev^y thing relating to this book I submit entirely to you 
You must do with it as you think propa* for it is really 
yours 

I was laruly surprised with Linnaeus's progress in 
Botany who I am informed is a yoxmg man He must 
be of prodigeous Application His Charact^:*es Plantarum 
will be of use what ever System is followed I never saw 
any thing done with that Accuracy. But in a Work of 
such extent some mistakes unavoidably happen one of 
which I have observed & have corrected in the inclosed 
paper. He makes the ActcBa & Christophoriana bacdfera 
to be of the same Genus which by their Characters in that 
paper you will perceive they are not. As you tell me that 
you correspond with him you may if you please send it to 
him with my Thanks for his useful labour the Benefit of 
which has reached North America & I doubt not reaches 
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to most parts of the WorW You may offar him my Serv- 
ice in any thing wherein I can assist him. I hear that Jy 
Gronovius has published a Description of North American 
plants such a book is much wanted Please to let me know 
what r^utation it has for if it has gainM your este^n 
I shall be desirous of having it 

I shall next summer get some of that Kind of Helle- 
borine for you which you desire tho' it be very probable 
that you have it already for it is to be found in many 
places in this Country. However as I do not find sev^-al 
common plants in this Country described in Linnaeus it 
is possible you may not have that for I think it is not to 
be reduced to any of his Gen^a tho it certainly belongs 
to that class whidi he calls Gjmeudria 

I thank you S'^ for the H3rstory of the Polypus It is 
v^ surprising & shows how much of the Natimtl History 
of filings every day obvious to our si^t is wanting. It is 
a notable instance of the Chain between V^etables & 
Animals & which probably extends throu^ the Whole 
Creation from the lowest d^ree of Vegetation in Min- 
erals to the most perfect animal This p^aps may like- 
wise assist an accurate observer in discovering something 
of the nature of Vegetation of which our Ideas (or mine 
at least) are very faint. It is now time to think that I 
am writing to a man of Business 

OndoEBecU 

Answer to M' Colunsom 
Dec 1743. 



From James Alexander 

New York Jan'^ 22* 1743/4 
lySir 

I have yours of the 12^ instant, — ^that method of 
Mortgageing has been Sometime in use here in order to 
prevent the charge of a bill in CSiaucary so foredose the 
Equity of Redemption, by Doing what a Court of Ghau- 
coy would order to be done viz Sell, pay debt interests & 
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Costs, & give overplus to Mortgager & if bona fide done, 
we take it there's no need of foreclosure — ^if you Send 
the money by a Safehand I shall receive it & remitt it to 
Judge Burnet whidi Mr Brown has requested me to do as 
to all the money that comes in for Lands. 

Parker has printed the English part of your paper 
very well, as to the Latm he has indeed blund«^ but 
that is not of so mudi moment — the paper I believe & 
hope has had the Effect desired to witt to Convince a Mar 
jority of our Magistrates of the necessity, of removing 
Skinners Tanners &o to fresh water & of Either cleaning 
or filling up the Slips before Summer and measures are 
takeing for doing those things & putting their former 
Laws as to the keeping clean the Streets & docks in better 
Execution — ^AU whom I have talkt to on this head think 
themselves & the City very mudi obliged to you for tiiat 
pap^ than which nothing would be more necessary nor 
Seasonable 

The Comet was Seen at Philadelphia before Christ- 
mas — ^I heard nothing of it till the 2^ of January when ]>* 
Spencer told me that he was told a blazeing Star was Seen 
by the people. I had askt him & M*^ Kennedy to Spend 
the Evening, but was kept from them by Alderman John- 
son Mr Murray & Mr Smith consulting on the form of a 
bylaw for removeing the Skinners &c, when they de- 
parted casting up my Eyes to the Stars at first sight I saw 
the Comet & went in & told Mr Kennedy & EH" Spencer 
I had Seen it & it was very visible — ^as I had their Com- 
pany I Did not Attempt to make any observation of it 
that night. But on the next I Did but found the Cold So 
Sharp & my Eys So bad, that I could not bring my two 
Stars by a threed in a Line witii it nor could I ^ee the 
threed well as I heretofore did. 

Last night is the first tiiat I could take an observa- 
tion with a threed chuseing a white threed and a Candle 
at Some distance bdiind me to Shine on it by whidi helps 
as the weather was moderate I made the two observations 
here with, which if just fixes its place last night 

I have got Flamsteds works whidi contain I believe 
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all the Catalogue of Stairs & his own Britannick Cata- 
logue with the mi^ Suitable published by his ExecutcMrs, 
but still these are not apparatus Enou^ to Observe well 
IK»- Even readyly to find what Starr it is that you find on 
a Line, a Globe would be mudi oertainer. 

I think this year of making Some Observations of the 
variation of the Compass, to begin about the End of April 
when the Star in Cozis of Cassiopea is on the meridian 
with & below the polar Star about or before ten in the 
Evening & its distance from the pole being about 31^ its 
hei^t of about 9° is perfectly Convenient to observe the 
variation — ^Alioth or the first in the tail of the great bear 
being on the Meridian at the Same time above the polar 
Star, is of use to be Sure of the other Star, for the per- 
pendicular Threed from Alioth to the polar Star must 
hit in Coxis, I should be glad you would make Some 
Observations at the Same time in order to See what var- 
iation of the variation is betwixt your place and this, and 
to be the more certain of that, it would not be asmiss that 
we Exchanged Compasses in July in order to observe the 
variation by alioth wh^ he comes under the pole in the 
fore part of the night which will not be till October — ^I 
should be glad that you would put Mr Clinton upon 
doing the Same & that you would Exchange Compasses 
with him. I think of directing [the] Deputies in Jer- 
sey all to do it & to Send their Observations, and also 
those nearest to Exchange Compasses with one another. 

Since writing the above I have made another Obser- 
vation of the Comet which I have indorsed on the former 
I wish I had a Micrometer to See how near it past to S 
pegaai which it will, very near two or three da3r8 hence. 

I have given you at bottom of first Observation whats 
in Flamsteads to this far— Alioth, in Coxis, & polaris by 
whidi youll See that Polaris & in Coxis have the Same 
ri^t assension in 1746, & all 3 are so near the Same that 
tiie Difference of coming upon the meridian is Less than 
the numbers in the Tables I am yours 

Ja. Albxandbr 



Digitized by 



Google 



48 THE GOLDEN PAPEB&-174a-1747 

I find your paper is reprinting in the Pensilvania Gazette, 
first part of it I received by this post 
pray favour me w** your 
Observations as freely 

[Indorsed] 
To 
Cadwaixadb Couan Esq' 
fttt Ciddingham 



From James Alexander 

New York Febry 15th 
1743/4 
EKSir 

As to W^ Smith I take it as he pajrs so mudi that the 
Common Security may do instead of the method I use— 
the only Difference is, that in the Method proposed, the 
Expense of a Chancery Sent to foreclose is saved, whidi 
in the Common way is necessary — ^I have wrote to W 
Brown by this post of your Sons proposal to pay upon 
rebate of the Common interest, that he may direct in it 

You'll be Disappointed as I was when you See the 
addition promised in Parkers paper. I asked Mr Pem- 
berton who he conceived to be the authcn: but as our 
witts could not fix in any body that was likely, we 
thou^t of Mr Noble, but upon better thou^ts^ {or as 
Stupid as it is, yet its beyond his sphere, as, his thoughts 
are Confined to the Scripture and the Sellings of Goods, 
& has no notion what an atmosphere & othar words there 
used do mean 

I have observed the Comet every ni^t that it was 
visible 11^ was the Last time I saw it it has beai daik 
weath^ till Last ni^t, this morning I hear it was Seen in 
the East before Sunrise, which I believe because of its 
considerable North Latitude & from its So Soon appear- 
ance there, we may be well assured that it has past be- 
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twera the Earth & the Sun, & that its not yet arrived at 
its perihelion which must be to the Southward of the 
Ediptidc— As I find your thou^te are more usefully im- 
ployed I shall not trouble you with any of these Observar 
tions but two, whidi were of the nearest Stars it past by 

Thursday 26*** janry at 7** SC the Comet was on the 
ri^t hand of the Star markt S of Pegasus wing & Exact- 
ly of the Same Altitude or on a Levell with it to the Eye it 
did not Seem half a Degree from it but it was more, be- 
cause my Ten foot Telescope just takes in the moon, but 
it Ck)uld not take in the Comet & S at the Same time, 
but as one vanished the other immediately appeared in 
the opposite Side I guess they ware about 40' distant I 
think not more. 

Tuesday Febry 7** at 6h O' Markab Pegasi 4 the 
Comet appeared in my 6 foot glass, distant about 2/3 
of the aperture or about 20^ Comet was on the Left Be- 
low & to the Southwards of Markab the Line between 
them by my judgment makeing nearly an angle of 45^ 
with a p^pendicular, — ^this Last Observation Shows the 
want we are in of a Micrometer for had I one its place 
mi^t then have been fixed to one minute with Cartainly. 

I should be Sorry that you Should be persuaded to Lay 
aside your thou^ts of those Discoveries So much hereto- 
fore wished for by others & hitherto Endeavoured with- 
out Sucess, tho it should take you off a little from oth^ 
affairs whidi mi^t possibly bring a more immediat 
gam to your family. Yet we ought to Consider that 
we are not here for our Selves & familjrs only, & tho' it be 
our duty to mind those in the first place, yet whats pos- 
sble to be Spared from them, ou^t to be bestowed upon 
the good of Mankind, of which they will partake a part 

The Discovery of the cause of Gravity is what I did 
not So much as hope for in my days, & to stiffle that Dis- 
covery witii the otha: things you mention in Consequence 
of it would be Cruel to your Self your family & man- 
kind, A as you hope to be able to Demonstrate it, I hope 
you^ll by no perswasions neglect doing it I shall Continue 
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anctioiis to hear of your progress in that matta* and wh^i 
you have reduced your thoughts to writting, to See th^n 
I am 

lySir 

Yours most humble Servt 
Ja. Albxander 

[Indorsed] 

To Cadwalladb CoLOiif Esq^ 

Att 
ColdiDgham 
VFavour of M' Alaqp 



From Peter CoUinson 

London Mardi 9 1743/4 
Dear M' Golden 

You cannot be more Surprised att the progress of 
Botany in Doc' Linnaeus than I am to See what a pro- 
ficient you are in his Scheme I could not have Imagind 
It had reach'd in so Short a Time to the remote parts of 
North America for I hear He has made Sev«"al proselites 
— ^in Different places on y' Contenent But your Fame 
reach'd Mee Long before yr Letter my Valuable Fr* Doc 
Gronovius Lett Mee know what a fine present you have 
made Him the Good Man is in Raptures I doubt not but 
Doc' Linnaeus haa heard of it Long before this — it is a 
remarkable Instance what Leisure & Application assisted 
with a Great Genius can attain too. I shall Soone Send 
your Curious Observations to Doc Linnaeus y' Criticisms 
are *fectly just you have done Mee a Pleasure in Circu- 
lateing It Through my Hands because it Setts Mee Right 
who have not Leisure for Such Nice observations & to 
the Dotf" I know it will give him the greatest Delight any 
omissions in Him is not owing to his Judgement but 
want of Growing Subjects whose Minute parts are more 
Distinct — ^which are Lost in Dry'd Specimens So that 
att the Same Time that you are Improving your own 
knowledge you are Greatly obligeing y' Friend and if all 
his Pupils was Equally as Communicative as you are His 
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Works would be more perfect & Compleat It is no 
Little Disadvantage to Him to be Setled as in the fagg 
End of y* World In His Letter to Mee he Envies Our 
Hi^pyness who have a free & frequent Int^tx)urse with 
ye World and our Gardens abound with its productions 
and then Wee have Annually Seeds & Specimens which 
produces Something New & proper to exercise the Talents 
of So Learned & Curious a Botanist 

But a Gentleman of Y"* B^ievolent Disposition may 
in Some Degree Soften the Severities of the North and 
flora may in Some Little Disguise by y' Assistance for 
once appear amidst Ice & Snow — a few Specimens pre- 
Borved & Dry'd in paper, & a few Seeds, Sent him as op- 
pertunity oSerSy with your Curious Remarks — ^would be 
to Him all that I have allegorically Hinted and I will take 
care they shall be Safely conveyM to Him. 

I am Glad to find the Polypus gave you Some Enter- 
tainmt the Searching after this has been a Means of 
Makeing New Discoveries in the Minute Creation one is 
called the Bell animal and is foimd und' the Lenticula 
palurtris — ^it takes its Name from its figure being Like 
a Bell of the Size of a Silver Penny and from its Center 
it putts forth fibrils from Ten to fifteen in Number 
whidi on any Motion or Toudi Shrinks in & then pro- 
ject out and are presumed to be as so many Hands to 
Ck>llect its Nourishment to give you a Little Idea of It 
I here inclose a Scetch — 

another Strange Surprising animal I saw by the help of 
a microscope vay Distinct Like a Small Smooth Cater- 
piller which is called the Wheel animal from haveing in 
its Snout or Head Two Wheels one att Each Comer 
Exactly Like the wheel of a Watch, these seeme to Turn 
on pivets or on a Center with Such a Velocity that one 
can Scaraly See their Teeth — ^both Wheels going ito- 
gether is one of the Wonderful pretly Phenomenas I ever 
Saw, it is an acquatic animal & this Motion in \he Water 
is Wee appreh^d Intended to Draw all the Little ani- 
malcule for its Support within its reach. 
Poor Cap^ Middleton meets with RenewM attacks on his 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 THE GOLDEN PAPEBS-174a-17^ 

Character so your Curioua Treatiae fat the present Lies 
Dormant It is att this Juncture undar Cap Rutherfcxxia 
paiisal who Seems a very obligeing agreeable Gent"^ 

I am entirely of y' mind that It Deserves the perusal 
of the Legislature but att this Juncture Wee are greatly 
Embarressed with an Intended Invation from Dunkirk 
with the pretenders Son att the Head— -and thare is 
Reason to Suspect Some ploting att Home from whcmie 
the French hoped to Reap great advantage Butt Wee 
have confidence in the Good hand of providence to Frus- 
trate all their Designs, By the Vigilance of the Govem- 
mrat att Home & Our Fleet In the Channel The Rear 
Admiral Mathews after 3 Dajrs Terrible Hott Engage- 
ments has obtained a Compleat Victory ova* the Frenoh 
& Spanish Fleet that saild from Toubuse The French 
Sdieme by the Great Blust^ that they make to Invade 
us is to Distress our Alliance with the Queen of Hungary. 
By preventing the Kings going abroad & Obligeing us to 
Re(^ Our Troops from thence 

In a Boxe of Instruments to M' Alezand^ I refer 
you to an answ^ to y' Letter to M' Sissons 
I am with mudi Req)ect 

Y' aflfectionate Fr* 

P. COLUNSON 

M^ Strahan Intends you a favour Soone 
[Indoned] 

For 

ColdenhAm 
NewYoik 



From Alexander Colden to OUbert Livingston 

NiwBUBGH March 19^ 1743 

S' 
M' Livingstone 

Leonard Cole is now with me and offers me some 
Creatures for his debt which I have refused He has 
b^;ed of me to give him time to make the money that 
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I abo refuse to do for I leave it intirely to you to get me 
the mcmey as soon as possible its that I waat & the 
Sooner I have it the better. I Have not seen nor hear'd 
from Capt^ Campb^ this wint^ I am 

S' 

Yery humble S«rv* 

Alex' Coldbn 
Oadoaedl 

To GiLBBT LimroBTONi Esqp 
at 
Kincftown 



From James Colden 
D. B. 

I would have wrot to you the beginning of last month, 
but when I waited on Cap^ Rutherford he promised to 
write me before he went of , and I trusting to that delayed 
writing till I should hear from him, I now hear he went 
for London Some time Since So I shall lose the opor- 
tunity, of writting by him, but I hope this may come 
time enou^t because it is probable that Since France 
hath declared war agt us, the ships will not Sayl before 
ecHivoy can be got ready for them. I have been in a very 
bad State of health the most of this winter, with a gravel 
Qiolidc and violent vomiting which reduced me So low 
that I could hardly walk. I bless God I have had Some 
respite for Some weeks past, and have recovered Some 
more Strength my wife was delivered of a dau^ter 
October last whom I named Lilias after her She is a very 
pleasant thriving Child; my other Children thrive vay 
well and as yet Seem to be aboundantly towardly poor 
Cad is not quite free of his Distemper; but is much betr 
ter than he was and Seems blessed with a v&y fine 
Genious, I durst not let him go from me and therefore 
his brother tau^t him Several parts of the mathematicks 
and book keeping which he learns better than could be 
^ected. George makes a very good Cabbinet makar: 
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John is a strong lively boy but as yet too young to go to 
any employment and my youngest Son Will appears one 
of the livdyest boys can be but Speaks or yet very ill 
tho he be about three years and an half old I was at 
Ed' the week before last and left my Eldest dau^tar 
Eate at a boarding Schole Jean thrives very well and 
doth betty and their mother is beginning to learn them 
to Sow there hath been a batle fou^t lately betwixt 
the English fleet and the combined fleets of Finance and 
Spain by the Admirals letter to the Admirality it appears 
that what advantage was fell to our Share tho it was but 
lite and it is a wond^ it was any Seeing Admiral Lestodc 
with 17 Ships fell more than 5 miles a Stem of the rest 
of the fleet and never came up till the action was over 
we all Joyn in offering our tenderest love to you our 
Sister and your Children I oSer my duty to my Aunt if 
she be yet alive and am D. B. 

Your most affectionate Brother 

Jamis Coldbk 
Whitsom 3^ Aprile 
1744 

[Indorsed] 
To 

CADWAiiiADB CoLMN Eeq^ at New Yoik 

to be forwarded by the nnt Slip 

either for New York or Boston 
NEW ENGLAND. 

R-d Nov 17 1744 
Answered the 8th of Deor 
1744 with a 2d Ac*t of my 
Aunt's will so far as 
respects him 

[Note by CADWikLLAUB CoiMDr.] 



From JoK Fred. OronoviuB 

April y 
Dear Sir 

A month ago I hath the pleasure, that my particular 
Friend Mr. Canwan from S\ Christopher, going to Lon- 
don, did me the favour to take a smal paldcet with Him, 
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directed to You, in ordar to look th^re for an occasion 

to send it to You. In the same padcet You will find an 

answer to Your diaract^rs, the Fundamenta Botanica of 

Linnaeus, and his Critica, with the second part of the 

Flora virg. and my Index Supellectilis. 

Since I have found that Your character, of which you 

8^d me a specimen under num-19 is responding to the 

Diesvilla: but I believe a quite different species. 

In the mean time I had an occasion to write to my good 

friend Linnaeus and to get an answer from Him, of whidi 

I communicate to you some particulars. 

literas 17 Sept. datas accepi: ex iis parcepi placuisse 
simuno Arbitaro noviun creare in America Botanicum si 
Die tam multa praestet par Te ac Claytonus, erint plantae 
Americanae certiores quam Europae; et nulla raiun 
Tidflsitudo plantas et hos Botanicos unquam obliterabit. 
Videtur certe CL Coldenus vir acumenatus & oculatis- 
simus: hoc tamen video, quod si ipsas plantas non com- 
municat nobiscum minus utilis erit. hoc vero si fecerit, 
erit systems, sexuale, et plantarum characteres, &o dif- 
ferentiae tales, quales tota Germania ne quidem Europa 
unquam proculcabit. Incundissimae mihi fuerunt obs^- 
vationes ejus, quas mecum communicasti. Ego ad Sin- 
gula respondeo. In Iride n. 9 non videt f annam genitalem 
becundare stigma 1$ nullibi evidentius fit, si a tergo 
stigmatis fissuras per foliola stigmatis decurrentes in- 
quciet. Num. 11. de fructu cephalanthi optime scribit, 
quem ^o non videram sed ex vaillantio in Act. Paris, 
assumsaton et ille forte ex horto malid. Coldeni de- 
scriptio videtur magis natiurae conveniens, cum cephalan- 
tiiug sit scabiosis affinus quibus semina semper nuda. 
Num. 17. Quod vocat Involucrum est Gemma, quam 
describis in hoc gen^:*e esse petiolatum. Nectaria egregie 
describit, quae videre nequivisti. Fructus a te missus 
docit esse capsulam duram, nee nuc^n. 
Num. 30 Celastrus hoc anno ex semine tuo in horto nostro 
academico floruit, et fructum protulit vidi et obstupuL 
Gst profecto novi generis planta characteres dedi actis 
Sodetatis regiae inserendum 
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N. 65 Est paria catesb. p. 50, tab. 50. sive paria flore 
I)educulato nutante fl. virg. p. 48. 
N. 75. in Hao specie observai tecum olim pistillum ad 
Styli basin fere divisum in tres partes. 
N. 77. describit optiine glandulaa nectarii, quaa si non 
haberet non esset Lfaurus. 

N. 82. de Staminibns X. idem in characteribus inter ob- 
8a:Tanda, nmnerus proportionatns non dividet genera 
naturalia. Idem ti' babes in fl. vii^ 
N. 94. Circulus hie rubens est reo^taculum floria color 
nil f acit ad res. 

N. 05. stamina 15. bene ideog. ad leosandram speotat si 
stamina a 12 ad 100 calyci inaerta. vix plura in nostris 
Europaeis. 

N. 110. clematis sempar maL Vella hoc ipse vid^re, quo- 
modo se tum propagaret Dabit dies feminam huic 
clematitidiy et marem aliquando tuo melanthio, quan a 
Claytono quam primum debes expostulare. 
N. 123. Calyx coloratus. corolla herbacei colons est egre- 
gia observatio. 

N. 138. Character est satis perfectus: proin affinia cereis 
aut Soi^orae. Sed dantur Indigoph(Hae staminibus dis- 
tinctis, adcog. vereor quod eo pertineat. Debimus dare 
Cddeno novum Genus a se inventum et distinctiasimum, 
quod aliquando numquam cum alio genere conjungi pos- 
set. Si liceret videre omnes ejus characteres aliquando 
elig^nem te consentiente inter eos genus maxime con- 
veniens. 

N. 175. &c. Orchides, Limodora et aflSnia copiosa in 
Amaica. Multae depictae a plumeno in Manusc^ptia 
Sed partes fructificationis in fere nullis satis descriptae. 
Has species ad genera nuUus ref^re potest, nisi qui videt 
vivaa Siccae cum deturpatus plura genera constitui 
debent ex Americanis. 

N. 177. Si^yrindiiima ad Sjmgenesia refert: sic et ^o 
primum cogitabam; sed dein centus examinavi flores, nee 
dubium est de Gjmandria. 

N. 195. Sagittaria Diaecia. Utinam accurate describeret 
banc: forte esset destincti genms. An alismatis an 
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Sagittaiiae? an novi generis? certe needo. Dum potes 
quaesa mitte ad me omnia quae a Coldeno accepisti, 
eaque mecum oommimica. Utinam ad te plantas mit- 
teret, uti Clajrtonus. 

TlieBe are the remarks which Dr. Linnaeus hath made 
upon somme heads of Your Charact^i», about which I 
hath write to Him. To satisfy Him more I lett copy for 
Him al Your character. 

At the next occasion You shall see The oratio Linnaei de 
Telluris habitabilis incrementis, and Celsi oratio de 
mutationibus generationibus quae in superficie corporum 
cadestium contingunt. In boatfa of whidi You shall find 
curious observations. 

I hath kept this letter with me with intention as soon 
the winter is gone to send it to you. It is now the 26 of 
february, when our public Trek boats went the first time 
to Amsterdam in this winter, having had a mighty pleas- 
ant frost, only two days very severe, but no snow at alL 
In the meantime I discovered that my friend who hath 
the care of the before mentioned pakkeds, hath not done 
rig^t with some other pakkeds, I suq)ect the same acci- 
dent may happened to the pakket directed to You, where 
fore I said to You another copy of Linnaei his diaracters, 
of the flora virginica, of the fundamenta Botanica and 
my Index. Besides another copy of my remarks upon 
your characters. Tha^ was in the before mentioned pak- 
ked a Letter to You, but having no copy of it, I hope 
you shall excuse me to write anoth^. llie summa sum- 
marum was, that I always shall be glad with your Let- 
ters and sincerely answer to them: the second part of 
my ]Btter was that I thinking and meditating for a natu- 
rall qrstema of the cochleae and conchae so that I beg 
you will be so kind to send to me the Testae of the Land 
and zearsnails which are common in your country, and 
if there are to be met some shells and ojrsters, you shall 
oblige me with a coppal of eachs species. 
If you have any thing tor me, pray direct it to Mess. 
Dan. & Bar^. Van Zadelhoff m^xihands at Amst^am, 
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by whose care You^ get this padced. I shall be glad to 

hear from You as soon you have received these things. 

If I can be more of any use to You pray command freely. 

Your most obediant servant 

JoH. Frbd. Gbonovixts 
Leyden April 3, 1744 

P.S. As you have seen that Dr. Linnaeus hath desired a 
copy of all Your characters, I have send them to Him. 
I hope by my next letter to You, to have more of his con- 
siderations upon them, which I shall faithfully commu- 
nicate to You. 



From Witt Stratum 

London May 9 1744 

I was favoured with yours of the 3* Decf . last in 
answ^ to a Line I sent you by M*^ CoUinson's Direction. 
The Desire you have of promoting any useful Discovery 
is v^ry laudable; but in the present Case I own I do not 
think it can be of the Benefit you seem to imagine. For 
as to the Books you mention, tho' they are of great and 
lasting Utility, their Sale is very insignificant besides, 
that they are the Properties of particular Persons, who 
have always a Nmnber by them Sufficient to supply the 
Market, and therefore would not easily if at all, be in- 
duced to try any other Method of printing than what 
they have been used to. In the mean time I make no 
doubt but what you propose might be useful in some 
Sorts of Tables, such as Tables of Interest, Logaratfaims, 
&c provided the first Expence was not too great. At 
present the Printers h^*e keep several Things whidi are 
often wanted, continually Standing, such as the Psalms 
in Metre in all Sizes, the Proverbs of Solomon, Several 
School Books, and Classick Authors, the Childs Guide, 
the Catchisms &c &c till the Types are quite worn out, 
whidi you know answ«*s the very same End as the 
Method you propose. As to what you mention of some 
Sorts of Wood, I own I do not know any thing of tiie 
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Way you would use them, and therefor can form no 
Judgment of thdr Usefulness, nor do I desire or expect 
you Should discover any thing of it to me, without the 
Consent of the Person jrou m^ition, who has already tried 
it, and whose Business it is to profit by any Discovery his 
uncommon abilities may liable him to make From the 
CSharactw you give of him, I am sure it must be M' 
Franklin you mean, whose Fame has long ago readied 
this Part of the World, for a most ingenious Man in his 
Way. I have had the Pleasure of correq>onding with 
him lately, and have Sent him by the Mercurey Captain 
Hargrave, one of my Joiuneymen, to whom he intends 
to give the Managem^it of one of his Printing houses. 
His Name is David Hall. If he is Settled near you, as 
is probable, or if 3rou should diance to meet with him 
any where else, I should be extremely obliged to you, if 
you would Show him any Civility in your Power, as he 
is a Strangar, and a most deserving yoimg Man. He can 
inform you fully how Printing affairs Stand here. 

I am greatly indebted to you for your kind offer of 
serving me. The Prices of Paper and Printing here are 
now very reasonable. Good Printing Demy Paper — 
(which is the Size commonly used) may be had at 10, 
11 or 12 Shillings a Ream, and other Sizes in proportion, 
viz Crown Paper at 7 or 8 Shillings^ and Pot Paper at 
5 or 6 Shillings a Ream Printing 1000 Copies of a Sheet 
on a Pica Letter costs a Guinea, and one Shilling foe 
every 100 over that Numb^; and so in proportion, ac- 
cording to the Size of the Type and Page — ^Note a Pica 
8"^ Page contains 38 Lines. 

I likewise sell all Sorts of Books; so that if any of your 
Acquaintance want any, I shall be obliged to you, if youll 
direct them to me in Wine Office Coiut in Fl^t Street I 
shall be very well pleased if, in Return for your Kind- 
ness, I could be of any Service to you in this Place. Mean 
while I shall be extremely glad to keep a friendly Corre- 
q)ondence with you, and am Sir 

Yours most obedient Servant 
Will: Stbahak 



Digitized by 



Google 



60 THE GOLDEN PAPEB8-1743-1747 

CadwaUader Cclden to Peter CoUineon 

[Copy] 

June 1744 

I cannot take the Complimenta you make me on the 
subject of Botany in yours of the 9tli of March otherwise 
than aa an incitement to pursue that Study with more 
Accuracy for I am very sensible how d^ci^it I am in 
that knowledge. It gives me however a good deal of 
pleasure to learn from you that what I sent to I> 
Orcmovius was acceptable to him for till I received yours 
I did not know so mudi as that it had readied his handa 
I think that all Lovers of Botany & the People of America 
in General are obl^ed to that Gentleman & ou^t to 
assist him as they can it was chiefly with this view & to 
give him my share of the general thanks that I presumed 
to double him with any thing from my self. If hel 
think propar to give me any particular Directions I will 
cheerfully serve him as far as my Skill can & time will 
permit I have no secrets in Knowledge but rather a 
strong inclination to communicate whatev^ I think may 
be useful & this perhaps may have made me troublesome 
to you & may make me appear vain to others but you 
have received every thing with so much partiality in my 
favour that I persuade ^ly self you intalain some such 
favourable opinion of my Intention. 

It is probable my application to Botany may be inter* 
rupted not only by business but by my thoughts being 
tum'd to another Subject The attempt I am now upon 
is so bold that I dare not trouble you with it or even to 
mention the subject till it has imdergone tiie examina- 
tion of some Friends here. No doubt you will hear of 
a Philosophicall Society now fcnming at Philadelphia 
They have givai an invitation to sev^*al in the nei^- 
bouring Colonies to join with than & have done me the 
honour to take me into their Society, tho I be not in any 
manner acquainted wilii any of them ^u^ept M' Bartram 
who has undertaken the Botanical part. He is natm-ally 
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% wonderful oheerv&r but wh&ct I saw him had not ao- 
quired sufBdent knowledge of the Principlee of Botany 
as a Science. No doubt he is every day improveing 
The want of the latin tongue is a great loss to him, & 
yet he can toUerably understand a Botanical Description 
in latin whidi surprised me wh^i I saw him last at my 
house. I have not as yet seen any thing from Ihe Phila- 
ddphia Society & its probable that the members of the 
oth«r Colonies will wait for an example from Ihose of 
Fhiladelidiia before th^l offer any thing so that I can- 
not tell what expectations to give you of that undertak- 
ing. We have in America for some time past made great 
{NTOgress in Aping Ihe Luxury of our Mother C!ountry 
I am glad that some now indeavour to imitate some of 
its Ezeellencie& You see S' that I have little to intertai^^ 
]^u from hence but I hope by the next fall to have some 
Botanical Observations f(»r your friends & something 
else to amuse you or them eBpedsSfy if what I am now 
upon please them to who's Judgement I have submitted 
it A I could not let these ships go without admowledging 
the favour of yours & prajring the continuance of your 
favours. M' Alexander was from home when the Ship 
aniv'd A I have not heard from him Since 

To M^* CmXINSON 



From James Alexander 

New York June 10^ 1744 
ly Sir 

I have the favour of yours of the 2^, with Ihe map 
desired and for whidi I am mudi obliged to you and I 
bdieve it will be of good Service to Spratt & me in that 
affair 

by my last wrote a few days after I returned from 
Amboy I sent you Coppy of the Contrats of Sissons box 
of instruments 

I am glad you have made Expaiments of the Differ- 
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ent variations of the needle by bending it but am at Loss 
what Shape its bent to^ & not to varie the variation in 
the Least 

It was my Ompass that James Livingston had at 
the manner of Livingston, made by Scott, And with Mr 
Rowley the then most noted instrument maker, when I 
came to Ammca & my Ompass which showed the variar 
tion to be between 7''2(K & 7^3(K at the Manner of Liv- 
ingston must probably show it to be nearly 7° at your 
house, for we See the Variation Encreases to the North- 
ward so as to be 25^ or 30^ & even to 45^ in Davis's 
Straits & Hudsons bay & decreases to the Southwards 
Seing its very Litle in Ihe west india Island. 

the Surveyors of Pensilvania & Maryland in 1739 
agreed it was (15 nodles Soulh of Philadelphia) cmly 5^ 
3(y after many observations & so run the t^nporary line 

Ihe two Jersey Surveyors who were at Livingstons 
tryal, have told me they have Since that tryal frequaitly 
observed the variation by Cassiopeias hip at their houses 
in Monmoulh County, & all their Observations are under 
6° & th^r Esteem it between 6°30' & 6^ & allowing for 
the Distance that Ihe manner oS Livingston is North of 
your house, I believe the variation must be about 2(K 
more there than at your house & Consequently your 
Compass & mine must agree but all Mr Clintons Com- 
passes on the view differed about a Degree from mine 
there & consequently showed the variation there but 
6^2(K which makes it Look odd they Should agree with 
yours which from the reasons before would Seem to agree 
with mine & show the variation at Ihe manner of livings- 
ton the Same as mine did 

I am Extremly pleased with your introduction to the 
Doctrine of fluxions for its put in Such a dear lig^t as 
I never Saw it before, & I Ihink the world will be much 
obliged to you for it if you'll favour them with it, I have 
Examined it with all the care in my power in order that 
there mi^t be no room to Cavill with it upon the publi- 
cation, & I have Endeavoured to do as I would be done 
by, Ihat is not to find Objections only but also to show 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOLDEN PAPERS-1743-1747 63 

whidi way I think it can be mmded, whidi I hope may 
Bamsb 3rou to find more Suitable amendments to the places 
whidi I think want it— these amendments are here in- 
dosed with the introduction of both which I have taken 
Coppies which if you do not approve of, I will Send to 
you as I had not Express Leave So to Do 

I have been much hurried ever Since my comeing 
fitmi j^*sey So that I have not been able to apply 
heartyly to the Examining your Theory of Gravitation, 
and am afraid I shall not get time to do it till Bryant 
has Sailed which I hope may be about tea days hence 

The map & account I shall Send to M' Brown, by the 
first good opportunity saving postage, also your Letter 
to him 

Mr Collinson's Lett^ I shall also inclose w^ mine to 
him — I am 

Yours most Humble Servt 

Ja. Albxandeb 
I Condole the Loss 
of your Aunt 

P. S. June 12^ my wife Sends you a present of % doz 
brandy % doz fr^idi white ^ doz french claret & 1 Doz 
Madera — I hope it may come Safe — I have packt it as 
well as I can liie key of the hamper is inclosed 

The Land at Esopus's my wife has a great opinicm 
of as it has C!ome by her — She thanks yow for the map 
we have Engaged Some persons at Esopus to procure us 
information concerning it, one part was to get a map 
with the pretentions of all Sides Laid down on it & tor 
that purpose to traverse in the most privat manner to 
the Com^B of the Several pretentions which is done in 
part, & tho' stopt in doing it, its promised to be Done — 
I am Sony to find that the Paltz has much Encreased on 
us — & not by mistake, but knowlingly, if the information 
we have be true 

flndoraed] 
To 
CAowALLAinB Ccfums Esq^ 
OoldizigliAin 
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From Evan Jones 

July 17^ 1744 
Much Esteaiaed 

Frd Golden when thee left my house I promisd if 
business did not hinder to come & see thee before liiee 
set out on thy Journey, but I think it is G^ierally my 
fortune to be Impeded in those very tilings w^^ I have 
y^ greatest mind to perform, & it is the cares of this life 
& Hurry of business w^ hinders at this time, & hope 
thee'U take my good will in lieu of the deed but as to y^ 
other part of my promise & readily will Comply w*^, & 
w^ is fully Exprest in the Inclosed. It is my Opinion 
y^ every Candid & upright man will (agreeable to the 
Sundry Stations of Life they are plac'd in) not only think 
it their duty, but also Endeavour to Advance & promote 
the Generall good of his fellow Creatures; humanity, & 
benevolence of mind tho' never so variously Diversified, 
will ever be a throwing in of their mites into y^ Common 
Stock, for y Improvem* of publick wellfare, nor indeed 
can any art or science prevail nor thrive much in any 
place or Country where men's Inclinations are rather 
now bent to self Interest; cramp'd up to mean & narrow 
veines; s^idng themselves without Limitation; this 
being their Cheifest aim, the promotion of self Interest^ 
haveing little or no notion, nor regard for y^ good of the 
common wellfare; & from hence woud be understood 
y^ every honest thinking member of any Comunitie oug^t 
in some measure to Postpone some parts of self Interest 
as well as self Ends when y^ publick welfare lyes at stake, 
it is very tome A not strange y* every member in all sort 
of societies may not be Equally Qualified for this in all 
sorts of improvement, some are qualified for this & others 
for y* & none Exempted (or but very few) who are will- 
ing & Sincere, to Employ their minds in the best manner 
their severall, & variously Diff^ent Capacities will admit 
of, there is no doubt nor scruple on these reasonable 
supossistions every member would be usefuU in their 
propar places & Stations wherein nature & provid^ice 
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has allotted y^ too— this Bort of Discourse naturally leads 
me to Confess very frankly to afrd, y* I myself have been 
less usefuU for the publick service then I might have 
otharwise been, had I Employd my one Talent in the 
best manner: yet I woud not accuse myself, nor dare not, 
to do my self Justice diarge myeelt w^ Concealing of 
any publick good for the common wellfare from any 
principles of self Interest or private views. No I assure 
thee it was not y^ my mind has not been much pester'd 
w^ y™; but it was ratiier oweing to a Timerous & unao- 
tive habit I had got into & by Long Continuance was the 
Cheifest reasons of even forgetting the most materiale 
mattw w** I mostly admir'd — ^I need not Inform liiee, 
were I ever so capable, nor to tell thee how absolutely 
necessary it is to be Constantly Improveing the little 
space of time allotted to us in the pursuit of useful 
faiowledge, this method would be of more substantiall 
& reale service to y* world then y greatest affluence of 
Riches & Wealth, w^^ at best is but perishing & uncer- 
tain ; the other a permanent & lasting monumait of good 
to all future posperity. I have a few more things to say 
on my own ace*, w^^ I hope will not be any additionall 
tresspass & y* is to Confess I have often blushd & been 
Confused at thy Sundry Solicitations, requesting me to 
give some ace* of the Experim* I made on the bite of the 
rattle snake & never till now made any attemp't to grati- 
fie thy Inclination, & tho' I was convinced as if I had it by 
Demonstration y* thee had no other views in it farther 
Ihen a Generous principle of makeing it publick for ihe 
benefitt of mankind, & more Especially to many hun- 
dreds of poor people far Distant from any help or assist- 
ance from men in practice, therefore now I most willingly 
Comtmicate the Tryall & Experiments I made & is sett 
apart in the Inclosed & thee may freely put it into what 
oth^ Dress thee pleases & then Conmiunicate y^ same 
for the aprobation of y™ Gentlemen in Philad* who have 
formd y^^lves into a societie for the propogation of 
useful knowledge please to make my kind regard accept- 
able to Doct' Thomas Bond also to our honest Frd James 
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the Botanist & to all y^ Gentlemen of y. societie tho am 
p^wnially unacquainted &e. I am w^ sino^ty thy lo. 
A respected Ft*. 

Evan Jonis. 

[Indoraed] 
To 
Doct^ GSounnf at 

his house 
These 



Colden's Observations on the bite of a rattle snake. 

(Written on back of Ihe above letter) 

In the Beginning of August 1743 a Steer belonging to 
jy Jones wad brou^t home in the evening with his Milch 
Cows to the Penn nothing was obsa*v'd to ail it at that 
time In the morning the Head was swell'd to an exces- 
sive bigness & the eyes so much that the Beast was be- 
come quite blind The whole body was apparently swell'd 
but more the nearer to Ihe head as Ihe neck & shoulders. 
A constant stream of seizy fluid issued from his moutli 
not unlike that which flows from the Mouth in a very 
high Salivation rais'd by Mercury. The Head was so 
swell'd that the beast could not raise it from the ground 
but stood stupid & senseless The Doctor did not doubt 
of its being bit by a Rattle snake & having no oyl at his 
house he heated a pint of hogs lard so as to make it thin, 
pour'd one half of the Pint down the steers throat & 
rub'd the oth^ half well into the nose & other parts of 
the head In half an hour he observed Ihe beast grow mudi 
better the flux from his mouth less^'d he was able to 
raise his head up & began to walk. About an hour & a 
half after Ihe first potion he gave the same quantity a 
second time & in two hours after this 2^ potion the flux 
from the mouth entirely ceased & the steer began to eat 
grass For further Security the Doctcwr gave him a 3* 
dose & by the next morning the beast seem'd aa well as 
ever & continued so afterwards. 

About 14 days after this the Doctor's Aprentice Wil- 
liam Allison having catch'd a Ratle snake a live was 
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dearous to make further trial of ihe efficacy of the Hogs 
lard. He took a dun^ill Cock & having pluckt the 
feathers from one of his thighs he exposed it to ihe Rattle 
Snake & he was sure the Rattle Snake bit the C!ock twice 
or thrice on that thi^. He kept the Cock without apply- 
ing any thing till he saw the thi^ very much sweU'd & 
a tiiin Ichor issued from the Orifices made by ihe Snakes 
bite whidi run doun his leg <fc dropt of at his toes, & 
setting the Cock doun on the ground found him so stupid 
that he could not walk He ihea melted half a spoonful 
of hogs lard pour'd the greatest part of it doun his throat 
k rub'd the rest into the thi^ that was bit. He applied 
the Hogs lard by pouring part doun the Cocks throat 
k nibbing it into ihe thi^ two several times more at 
about 3 hours interval between the applications In the 
morning the Cock seemed perfectly well except that the 
thi^ kept for some time discoloured whidi by degrees 
wore oflf They purposely observed him for several days 
k found him as brisk among the rest of ihe Fowls as ever. 

I shall only add that I have heard it observed by the 
Farma^ long before the use of oyl on the Bite of the 
Tiper was published That Hogs were never hurt by the 
bite of any Snake tho' they have frequently been seen to 
adze snakes & to tear them to pieces or eat them. This 
I think may wdl be attributed to the Defence which a 
hog naturally has by the fat under liie Skin which covers 
all the fleshy parts of his body & is a furtfaar proof of 
the B^iefit of Fat & oyly things in the Ciu^ of the Bite 
of Vipers. 

How happy is it for Mankind that one scarcely can 
at any time be destitute of an effectual remedy against 
the ndsdiievous effects of this Poyson The snake himself 
carries the Antidote along with him in his Fat if the snake 
eecape that the Fat cannot be procured there can hardly 
be a house found without oyl or Lard or some kind of 
greese Perhaps fresh Butter or Cream may be effectual 
Of at the worst it may be procured by the Death of some 
AnimaL 

From this we may leam likewise not to despise Reme- 
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dies because common & whidi for that reason appear 
mean What Disease appears with more terrible symp- 
toms & is more dangerous that the bite of y poiscmous 
Snake or Vipar & what Remedy appears more efiFectual 
tho brought from the farthest comer of the earth in any 
Desease than this common fat & oyl in the cure of this 
pemicous malady the Bite of the Rattle Snake. I shall 
in the last place observe that Fat & Oyl are foimd like- 
wise to be effectual in the cure of several poisons taken 
by the Mouth if the Fat or oyl be timely exhibited esp^ 
cially of such poisons which have any acrimony which 
corrodes and inflames the Stomach as most poisons com- 
menly do. I have seyeral times cured sheep aftar eating 
a common poisoncms plant growing in moist grounds 
called in this part of the Country the Dwarf Laurel by 
putting a lump of Hogs Lard or Butter doun their 
throats. 



From Peter CoUinaon 

LoND" Aug 23* 1744 
My Dear Ft*:— 

I was glad to find you had made such iMX>ficienQy in 
Botanic Inquiries, you have a Large Field before 3rou 
which will afford you a Lasting fund of Amusem^ — ^I 
Intended you no complements because your skill in that 
Science was Self Evident I again felicitate you on It for 
you Tast a pleasure but few know & have it, were Ever 
you go, the Wasts & Wilds whidi to Others appear Dis- 
mal to one of y^ Tast efford a Delightful Entertainm^ 
you have a Secret to b^uile a Lonesome Way and 
Shorten a Long Journey which only Botanists know 
Every Step as it were Introduces new objects by these 
the Mind is highly Delighted Its Ideas Inlarged the Great 
Creator admir'd & adored, these are Sensations better 
felt Ihan Express'd and the more you Gratifie y^ self in 
these Inquiries, the hi^er will be y^ Sensations. 

This year my Ingenious Fr* J. Bartram Sent Mee 
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Two Curiosities, a Ljrchnidea whidi produces a wonderful 
Spike of flowers but the Greatest is a Speeies of Martagoa 
in its appearanoe untill it flower'd & then its flowers did 
not reflex like the Martagons but hung down Like the 
Cro¥Fn Imperial they was of a deep Gold Colour on the 
Out Side & finely Spotted with purple within. 

I ean't enot^ commend tiie Authors & promoteiB 
of a Society for Improvem^ of Natural knowledge Be- 
eause it will be a Means of uniting Ingenious Men of 
an Societies tc^ether and a Mutual Harmony be got 
which will be Dayly produceing Acts of Love & Friend- 
flhq) and will ware away by D^^rees any Harsh opinions, 
parties may have Conceived of Each oth^, the IVuits 
of Wisdome & knowledge are ExceU^it, besides the Mind 
being Enlarged the Understanding Improved, the Won- 
das in the Creation Ezplcnred, and Ingenious & Good 
pwfie will know one another & Rejoice in the Friend- 
ship of those Like minded as themselves, and as there 
will be a Laudable Emulation to Excell in the Several 
Branches of Science the Same good Deq>osition will 
Influence them to Benevolence & Good will to Each other 
in Every Capacity. 

I Shall wait with Some Impatience for their Memoirs I 
expect Something New from your New World, our Old 
World as it were Exhaused tho I really Mett with the 
other Day a very Singular odd Ph^iomenon in its Ejnd, 
w** I will briefly relate 

This year I took a Tour with my family to See a Rela- 
tion in the Isle of Wi^t I happend to go to a place 
Calld Crab Ni^ton famous for the Breeding of this ani- 
mal— Inquireing of the Fishermen into the Nature of 
this Creature, I was told that if its Leggs was broke or 
Bruised and it could not (throu^ weakness voluntaryly) 
tiirow or break it off, it would bleed to Dealh, I wanted 
Failh Like S^ Thomas to Convince Mee a Large Crab 
was l»x>ugfat & Laid it on its back & th^i with a pair of 
Iron pindiers Wee Crack the shell on the thickest & 
Heahyest part of its Legg— it bleed mudi, but in Less 
than a Minute it cast off its legg and there was Seen a 
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thick Gelly like Substance w*^ Stop'd the Bleeding 
w** is wonderfully provided for that purpose All Its 
L^gs Suff^d the Same Operation, thus in a few Min- 
utes the Creature was Legless — ^Now it is wonderfull to 
Consider by what Innate power It can crack & Break the 
Solid Shell (not in a Joynt) but in the Smooth p^ Its 
Mesh and Muscells, and all Ihe Blood Vessells— as if 
Cut w^ a Knife, I never was more astonished att so 
amazeing a Sight & to reflect how the operation was 
Wformed but as these Creatures are very Quarrelsome 
and what ever they catch hold off with their Great Claws 
they will break it, & hold it fast a Long while So to Save 
Iheir lives & gett Clear of Iheir Adversary they break 
off a Legg A Leave it as a Trophy of Victory. 

You will reasonably Expect to hear Scmie News of 
yr Manuscript — I have Lent to Mr Scroop who is pretty 
wdl Acquainted att the Helm & has not yett Retum'd it 

I am my Dear Fr* very much y" 

P. COLUNSOK 

[Indcnnwd] 
For 

Do<^ COLDBN 

Coldenham 



1744 M' CoUinson To Jonathan Sisson— EK 

£ s. d. 

Aug^ 30 For 2 Cinmmferenters with sights 
& a staff head made Strong with ad- 
justing Screw & Circular Spirit level 
all made after a new method in the 

Compleatest manner 11. 11. 

For 2 Wainscoat Caps with locks 

Hinges 0. 16. 

For 2 Spare Needles & 2 spare Cen- 

tear pins 0" 10'' 

For Maupertins degree of the Merid- 
ian from Paris & Amiens 0" 7^ 6 

Returned For a Deal packing Case for D*' 0" 2" 6 

paid Aug* 29^ 1744 £13'' 7*^ 
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Copy of J. A/s order to Sisson 

P. S. June 22^ Since writing the within I have the in- 
elosed Lettw to you From Doctor C!oIden — ^youTl make 
for Doctor Golden the Circumferenter he desires, and at 
the same time be pleased to make one exactly like it for 
me in every thing, & send both to M"* Collinson whom 
I request to pay for them I am 

Your humble Serv*. 

Ja« Albxandbb. 



From Jonathan Sisson 
& 

I have fixed to the under side of the Circumferenter a 
Staff head consisting of 2 Plates of brass, on the upar 
one the Circumfarenter has an easy horizontal Motion 
and may be fixed by the Milld head Screw any where as 
desired, the under plate as 3 Screws fixt in it which by 
Screwing or unscrewing either of them as required the 
Circumferenter may be brought truly level (till the 
bubble is in ihe middle) so by this means the Si^ts will 
be always perpendicular where as in the Common Sort 
there is no way to Sett them level but by the Eye A 
hand & then the horizontal Motion of the Socket is so 
bad that you cannot sett the Si^ts to intersect any 
object to no decree of Exactness, this method is some- 
thing afto* the manner of adjusting my best Theodolite 
and makes the instrument very perfect, likewise under 
the plates are fixt a Socket & a loose ferril whidi fits it, 
wfaidi you must fix on your Staff head by taking of ihe 
Old ferril if it does not fit the new Socket & so fix ihe new 
ferril on by putting 2 rivets a Cross, if so be the wood 
ahould be to small you may put a little Stiff brown paper 
round to make it fit the fenil; th^e was no possibiUly 
of my making a socket to fit your ball & Socket and as 
that is so bad a way of Setting the Circumferenter Level 
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I thou^t it best to make it in the mBim&r I have and 
to desire you to lay the ball & Socket's asida 
S' 

Y^Hum^ Serv* 

JONA*^ SiSSON 

London Aug* 31. 1744 

[Indoned] 
To 

Doctor CouiDr 



Observations of CadivaUader Colden concermng the ereo- 

tion of a Fort at Oswego as proposed at a 

Conference, Sept. 6, 1744* 

The Council having seen the Nairative of the Free Con- 
ference on the fiflii Instant, betwe^i them & the Gen- 
eral Assembly published on their printed Votes of that 
day think it necessary to demand an Explication of some 
Facts & transactions in that Narrative First it is said that 
the reasons given by that Honble House seemed Satisfac- 
tory to the Council why a Fort at the place recomm^ided 
by the Council will be far from answering the end pro- 
posed by the Council 

On whidi the Council observe that the Coimcil by no 
words declared that seeming Satisfaction 
Council reasons given for building a Fort at that place 
were in substance as follows 

1 That place is a pass of great consequence whidi it is 
necessary to keep open to preserve the Commimication 
between this Province and other places of great Impor- 
tance to secure the sending & receiving Intelligence Pro- 
visicms Ammunition & supplies to secure the Mardi of 
Forces and their retreat on any emergency & that if a 
Fort was not built that pass may be in danger of falling 
into the Enemies handa These reasons for building a 
Fort at that place were then urged by the Coimcil be- 
sides Some others which the Council does not think 
propcar to repeat on this occasion 
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In answer to This one of the Managers of the Assembly 
said the Assembly had come to a Resolution that Peopto 
mi^t pass from this province to the other places m^i* 
tKHied in the Conference without going through that pass 
A that an escort of 26 men would on all occasions s&rve 
the purpose inroposed by the Coimcil But as it was not 
denied that the place proposed by the Council is the 
Commcm pass & that any other way is at a greater Cir- 
cuit & more difficult & is well known to be so the Council 
leaves it to be Judged whether these answers of the As- 
sembly to the reasons of the Council can seem to be Sat- 
isfactory. 

It is true that the Council gave no reply to the An- 
swers of the Assembly because the one of the Managers 
declared that the Assembly had come to resoluticm on 
that point & tho this expression was palliated after it 
had been tak^i notice of from the Council as extracnr- 
dinary for that House to come to a Resolution on any 
point while the Conf ^"ence subsisted & before the Council 
had any opportunity to reply to the Answers made by the 
Assembly to their reasons Yet the printed Votes will now 
justify the Council in their forbearing to urge a point 
which the council judged could be to no purpose how- 
ever reasonable it (torn) ihe Council & when the dis- 
puting the assembly's reasons mi^t only retard or pre- 
vent other Resolutions of that House which the Council 
thought necessary to be tak^i without delay. 

In the next place the Council observes that in the 
printed Votes & Proceedings of that House of the 6^ 
Instant it is said That the Council did allow no more 
amid be expected to be done at present upon this occor 
mon than what the Assembly has resolv'd as proper to 
be done whereas in truth the Council made no such Dec- 
laration but on the Conlarary after these Resolutions were 
communicated to the Council Tlie Council Recommended 
that part of his Excellencjr's Speedi to be ccmsider'd at 
this time wherein his Exce^ recommended it to the as- 
nmbly to enaUe him to send Conmussf to treat with 
Commisisf from the Neighbouring Colonies^ for the miot 
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tual Defence of eadi other & the joint annoyance of the 
Ennemy & the Ckyundl particalarly set forth that it waa 
the opinion of the Council that aa oaw^o waa of great 
Importance for the safety of the Nei^bouring Colonies 
as well as this by its being of the Greatest use in preserv- 
ing the Six Nations in their Fidelity & from the Influ- 
ences of Frendi Artifices & Deceit the nei^bouring Colo- 
nies would join with us in the support of that place & 
assist us with both mon^ & men for that purpose To 
which proposal the Council could not obtain any answer 
from the Assembly such a Narrative has been published 
in the Votes & proceedings of the Assanbly & since 
the Council presumes without Ihe approbation of the 
House to publish an account of their proceedings at that 
Conference that the assembly will order the Narrative 
of that Conference to be amended so as to make it con- 
formable to Truth. 



CadwaUader Colden to Mrs. Golden 

New York Sept' 8^ 1744 
My Dear 

I have the pleasure of yours by Mr Hansen who added 
to it by assuring us that you are all well but both you & 
I meet with a disapointment in our Meeting for Busi- 
ness stands still in such a state that I know it to be need- 
less to ask leave to be gon All I can say is that I shall 
not easily be prevailed on to put my self in their power 
again But the present Circumstances of the War lays 
me under a necessity of staying unless I had an excuse 
that would take off all gain saying My friends here 
endeavour to make it easy to me by diversion for I am 
askt to all the publick Intertainments besides frequently 
to private houses. We have heard that the Frcoidi of 
Canada are endeavouring to set the Indians upon us & 
are preparing for some attempt. There is likewise a coa- 
siderable Naval force at Cape Breton while we spend all 
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our time in Consultationa & Debates without doing any 
thing in earnest But I hope it will not continue long ao 
The Taxes ft perscHial servioea are like to be heavy oa 
the Country this year whidi happens ill while the Coun- 
try produce is so low. We expect News by the Post this 
evening having heard that Ships are arri'ed at Boston 
from England. 

I have not heard from Betty this Week her husband 
was in town this day Week ft said she intended to be in 
Toun sometime this Week to clean ft I have expected 
h&r every day but I suppose the bad Weather has pie- 
v^ited her. Nanpy had get p^ectly well again ft th^ 
were all weU. I had a line from Alice by him. I am in 
hopcB to see jrou by Nacks return ft you cannot be more 
disie^pointed than I shall be if I do not The Gov' has 
got the Gout I never long'd more to be with you than I 
do now Johny ft I are in perfect health Remember me 
affectionatdy to the Children 
My Dear 

You please me exceedingly by yoiu* taking some diver- 
sion in my absence ft while you have so mudi care upon 
your hands ft desire you would continue to do it that 
we may be both in the more dieerfuU Disposition when 
we meet Were it not that I am frequently both forenoon 
ft afternoon in Council ft frequently in Company to 
divert the uneasiness I have by my absence it would be 
intoUerable You may assure yoiu* self I will not delay 
one Moment after I can come to you 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladib Coldbk 
Joimy is very usef ull to me 
ft more carefull than expected 

QndofBed] 
To 
M» CounN At 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 THB CX)LDEN PAPEB8-1743-17tf 

From Samud Johnson 

Stbattord Oct', y* 2(P 1744. 

After receiving your kind Letter of April 30 I was a 
long while at Boston & when I came back it was again 
a Long while before I found it^ it having been Some how 
mislaid: I must therefore b^ you to consider these Cir- 
cumstances as an Apology for my having not before now 
made any Acknowledgments to you tor it. — ^I rqMresented 
the affair you mentioned about the 500 Acres of Land^ 
to the Society with all the Advantage I was able & hope 
it may take effect especialey if M*" V eeey has gone heSore 
me in it. 

I thank jrou for your Kindness to M*^ Watkins, & par- 
ticularly in procuring him a passage: I hear he was Safe 
arrivd; & hope he is near returning. 

Yoiu* Agreeing with the Bp about abstract Ideas will, 
I i^pr^end, if piuBued into it's Ckmsequences, go a great 
way, if not throughout, into the main principles whidi . 
he contends for. — I am particularly obliged to you for 
the kind offer you make of favouring me with your peice 
upon Fluxions: This would be so mudi the greater Obli- 
gation at this Juncture as here is an ingenious Gentle- 
man, one m*^ prince, who is much more of a Mathemar 
tician than I am, & who having read the Bp's AnaXyst, 
has a great Curiosity to compare your Sjrstem with his, 
& would be useful in assisting my Understanding on this 
Subject. 

This Gentleman is very well acquainted with almost 
all parts of Learning, & especially the Classics, the Math- 
ematics & the Newtonian philosophy, having been a 
Fellow & TutcHT of Cambridge College above 15 years, 
but having differed with the Govern", of tiiat CoU^e 
about some Affairs in the Government of it, he has been 
obliged to quit it, & would willingly Set up a Classical 
& mathematical Sdiool at Jamaica on Long Island for 
Gentlemens Sons at New York, to whidi Sundry Gen- 
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tkmeii have enoouraged him: & as the means of Learning 
are So mudi wanted in that Government I think it would 
be a great pity it should drop througji. & Should be much 
obliged to you if it should lie in your way to influence 
by undertaking — ^I diaU be very inroud of your. Correspcm- 
dence being trulyj S' 

y' most obliged, obedient 
humble 8&rv^ 

Sa. Johnson 

[Indoned] 
To 
G^DWALLAon Caums Eeq' 

at 
Coldenham on 
Bjadacaaa River. 



From Benjamin FrankJm 
Sir 

I communicated yoiu* Piece on Fluxions to M' Logan, 
and being at his House a few Days aft^, he told me, he 
had read it cursorily, that he thought you had not fully 
hit the Matter, and (/ think) that Berkley's Objections 
were well founded; but said he would read it over more 
attentively. Since that, he tells me there are several 
Mistakes in it, two of whidi he has mark'd in Page 10. 
He say X X is by no Means = X + X nor is the Sq 
of 10 + 1 = 10:2:01 but = 100 + 20 + 1 and that the 
Method of Shewing what Fluxions are, by squaring them 
is entirely wrong. I suppose the Mistakes he mentioned 
if they are such, may have been Slips of the Pen in 
transcribing. — ^The other Piece, of the Several Species 
of Matt^, he gave me his Opinion of in these words, 'It 
^ust necessarily have some further Meaning in it than 
'^e Language itself imports, otherwise I can by no 
"means conceive the Service of it." — ^At the same time 
he expressed a high regard for you, as the ablest Thinker 
(so he expressed it) in this part of the World. — ^I purpose 
to wrote to you from N York next Week, and till then 
must defer sasong any further on the last mentioned 
Piece. Enclosed I send you a Piece of D* Mitchels' (of 
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Virginia) whidi I caus'd to be transcribed while he was 
here. He desires your Sentim^its of it and to be far 
voiu^d with any other Observations you have made on 
the same Distemper (the Yellow Fever). When you 
have perus'd it; please to return it. I am. Sir 
Your most hum*** Serv* 

B. Feiankun 

Philad* Oct 25. 1744 

Note by Colden 

Suppose X = 10 & x^ =.1 one tenth not equal to unite 

as M-- Logan has it then (10 +.1)^ = 100 + 2 +.01 1 do 

not say any where that xx* = x + x* for on the contrary 

X X* I say is infinitely less than x + x^ or than x for 

X + x^ = X the difference being infinitely small 



From John Bartram 

November y* 2* 1744 
Dear Respected Friend 

t^is day our Good natured friend Benjamin Franklin 
brought thy Letter of October y* 24*** which I have read 
& read with pleasiu^ & am well Satisfied that my en- 
deavours to Gratifie thy former Civilities & pres^it merit 
had y* much desired efect I am sorry thee mist of pro- 
curing y* seeds of y* Arbor Vita I long to have that grow- 
ing in my Garden but sudi disapointments often hap^is. 
I am obliged to thee for thy kind advice & offers to 
assist me in publishing A dis^iption of our American 
plants which I have thought of Many times but am not 
yet very hasty in entering upon a Pwformance that re- 
quires mature consideration I have had several yean 
past A specimen of A p^ormance of this kind from y* 
medical Society at Boston with an account that Doctor 
Douglas had described (according to that specimen 
which was done well according to Tumforts method) 
eleven hundred plants growing round & adjacent to Bos- 
ton — ^allso ye Ingenious Doctor Mitchel hath discribed 
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eurionBly many of y* plants in Virginia & hath promised 
me A book as soon as possible he hath sent it to london to 
be printed when I am furnished with these materials 
than I shall be better enabled to proceed warily in so 
difficult an affair but I cant well pass by Giving thee 
some account of my friend Mitchel who is A Member of 
our Society he did me y* honour of Calling at my house 
& staid all ni^t & I next morning to demonstrate the 
kindness & esteem I had for his Company went with 
him to town & he being an intire stranger I introduced 
him into y^ company of oiu* friend Benjamin to whose 
Care I left him for y^ present, he staid in town near thre 
weeks so that I had y*" favoiu* of his Company many times 
at my house in y* fields & in y* woods whidi I was well 
{leased with he is an excelent Phisition & Botanist & 
hath dipped in y^ Mathematicks which inclined A Gentii&- 
man in Town well known to us to say to me that oiu* 
docters was but novices to him. but another person more 
volatil & more extravangantly expressed his value for 
him tould me thay had not y^ Milioneth part of his 
knowledge — But notwithstanding y^ satisfaction I re- 
ceived in y*" Doctors Company I could not help mention- 
ing my fiiend Colden to him & set thy abilities & Char- 
Bctec in such A dear light before him whidi together with 
some specimens of thy performance so inflamed y*" doo- 
tors mind (that tho his Constitution is miserably racked) 
he said that if he was sure he could See thee at York he 
would venture so far for y* sake of A Little of thy Com- 
pany. 

Sir Hans Sloan hath ordered me A fine parcel of books 
some is come in & more I expect every day I wish thee 
would please to put 10 or 12 good seeds of y^ bush squash 
in 3^^ next letta* thee sends me I think to send by this 
opertimity som seed of y* liberian Rubarb pray hath 
thee seen y® snougfa box or Bitter gourd if not I can send 
thee some seed this in hast from thine 

John Babtram 

[iDdoned] 
For 
Dr Cadwalamb Coums 
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From Jame$ Alexander 

New Yobk Nov' 12*^ 1744 
Dear Sir 

I have yours of Octf 24*^ A Nov' 9***. If the Chief 
Justice has Said he will jrield to no referaiee but to the 
Chancellor of England^ I believe he will not be Ea^ly 
perswaded to alter those his Sentiments, and I am very 
far from thinking that any application or reasoning of 
mine with him can in the Least move him to alter them. 
— ^I thought you had proposed the method to him of 
Leaveing the matter to Mr Murrary before you went 
from hence — ^for my part I think the method you pro- 
pose to be v^y proper, to witt first to Leave it to M^ 
Murray on bill answers & proofs, & then (if the parties 
or any be Dissatisfied) to the Chancellor of England, but 
if M' Chief justice approves not of it^ you must be Satis- 
fied with the way he proposes or whats I think worse a 
Real Chancery Suit ha:^, had I any hopes of prevailing 
with the Chief justice to accept of the way you propose 
I diould v^y willingly wait upon him at his house in 
the Bowree to propose it, but aa I have not the Least 
hopes I cannot Say I am willing to do it, and its a great 
chance if I see him any where Else than at his house till 
January term, If yow have not proposed tliis method 
to him your Self as I thougjit yow had done, I think the 
better way of proposeing it will be by a Letter from yow 
wherin yow can point out the reasonableness of what 
yow propose in Such a Li^t as that, if not on first read- 
ing, yet on 2* or 3* it may possibly have wei^t with 
him but I believe if the Same things were Spoke to him 
th^ would be of no wei^t, by reason of the quickness 
of his resolutions on what he hears. 

If the father gave the house to him as his Eldest Son 
& as what he designed him over his other children & he 
accepted it on those terms and if that deed he dated 
aft^ the will and after purdiases of real Estate made 
posterior to the will, It would Seem to me that ih&ces a 
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great deal of Equity that the Chief justice Should Con- 
vey Sudi after purchases according to his fathers intent 
at that time, tho unquestionably Such aftar purchases 
do not pass by the will notwithstanding Sudi intent So 
Dedared But as to any Lands purchased after that 
deed, even tho the intent had been Expressed as you 
menti(m, It would Seem to me that Sudi after purchases 
eould no way be affected therewith — for tho he Designed 
him no more at the time of that Deed, yet it noway fol- 
lows that he did not Design him more afterwards and 
both Law & Equity will Say he did Design for him what- 
ever he afterwards purdiased, by not Disposeing of it 
by his will as he mi^t have done, and I Shall even Sup- 
pose that after Sudi purchases he had Twenly times 
verbally Declared that his Eldest Son Should have no 
more of them than the rest of his children, yet, tho at 
those twenty times he mi^t have so intended, he mi^t 
at other times & afterwards intended otherwise & both 
Law & Equity must Say he intended otherwise at his 
Death by Leaving them undevised and Consequently to 
Descend to his Eldest Son 

I take it the Chief justice may be obliged to Discover 
in Chancery the terms on whidi that deed was given & 
accepted, and that it may be of use as to purchases made 
between the dates of the will & deed, and if Expressed to 
be in order that all his other Lands & Estates that he 
diould die Siezed & possest of diould be equally divided 
amongst his diildren, I conceive it mig^t ev^i in that 
case affect the purdiases made after that Deed, as a mu- 
tual agreement, for the performance whereof the father 
gave that Consideration 

I rememb^ a Late case of a will where a man in the 
most Express and plain wends Devised to his wife all 
the Lands & real Estate that he then was Seized of or 
%ould afterwards purchase or be Seized of at the time 
of his Death but notwithstanding there was no gain 
saying ^e intent of the Testator yet it was adjudged 
that Lands after purchased did Descend to the heir & 
did not pass by the will, and this Judgm^it was Con- 
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firmed by the house of Lords, I have often read the case 
in whidi there are many arguments, but none weighed 
with me but one vis Lands were not Deviseable at Com- 
monlaw — ^it was the Statute of wills of Henry 8 tiiat 
made them deviseable, and So the Common Law was 
altered just so far as that Statute directed and no far^ 
ther, And that Statute Says a man being Seized &c may 
Devise what he is So Seized of — ^but of what he purchases 
after the will, he was not Seized at the will & therefore 
not authorized by that Statute to Devise it, at the time 
he did Devise it 

But tho an intent Expressed So in a will would no 
way have affected the after purchased Lands, yet I think 
a Deed made & acc^ted on Sudi terms may be binding 
in Equity to Compell him who accepted on those terms, 
to paf orm those terms whidi he accepted it upon 

I Shall always be ready to give the best assistance 
& advice to Peter in my pow^, he has not been for any 
Since I had yours, if he comes I diall advise his waiting 
for your Letter to Ae Chief justice which I have before 
proposed, if whidi does not wei^ with him I am Confi- 
dent nothing else will, and that theres nothing Else to 
be done but acc^t his proposal 

I Do not know that our publick affairs as to Defense 
are in a better State than you left them or like to be 
while this assembly has a being 

As to the affair of William Smith, as that is a matter 
principally under your care for Mr Brown its your agree- 
ment to any matter concerning it & not mine than can 
be of any force — M' Nidiols haveing made a like pro- 
poseal for your Son I conmiunicated it to Mr Brown, his 
answer thereto dated Oct' 5*^ is in these words — would 
now 9ay on M' Coldens proposeal by his father in Lav^ 
M^ Nichols that whenever you have an oppertunity to 
remitt his money to judge Burnet that yow accept of this 
offer 

I am much of your mind that Mr Franklins pr(q>oseal 
of a Sociely will prove very usefull — ^at oixc last Court 
M'' Chief justice M*" Horsmanden M"" Murray M*" Smith 
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& Several othars sent their names aa members of the 
Sodely, his piece about his new invented Stove chimneys 
is very mudi approved of here & Showa him to be a man 
of Sense & of a good Stile— your Son tells me theres one 
of these pieces for you — ^I shall be very glad to See him 
here at New York, & diaU give him all the Encourage- 
ment in my power to proceed in the affairs of the Society 
& other useful unda*takings — ^its no wonder if M*^ Logans 
memory fails him or does want attention, considmng his 
age, & that dist^np^ of the palqr which too dose atten- 
tion is apt to bring upon him I am 
ly Sir 
Yoiu* most humble Servt 

Ja. Allexandbb. 

To 

Dr Cciims 



CadwdUader Golden to Joh. Fred. Gronovius 

[Undated and XJnaddiened] 

[December, 1744] 
DearS' 

Your favour of the 3^ of April whidi I did not receive 
till the 15^ of Nov' has so far exceeded the fondest of my 
hopes that you have thereby laid me under the strongest 
obligations I was & still am so conscious of my want of 
Knowledge in Botany that I with good reason appre- 
hended that it was not in my power to be of any use to 
you or jy Linneas both of you consiunmate in t^at Sci- 
ence I cannot cease to admire the unwearied diligence 
& surprising accuracy of EK Linneas in forming his Char- 
uetem of such a vast niunber of Plants. But it is to you 
more inunediatly that we in America are indebted & it 
was mea:*ly in gratitude for the Benefit we in America 
have received from your labours that I offered any litle as- 
sistance that is in my powa* & whidi you have now laid 
me under the strongest obligations to perform. I must 
tharefor previously excuse an imputation of negligence 
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whidi I am affray'd I flhall hardly avoid in not oompljdns 
with all that you may justly expect from me. Fcm: as I 
am in publick Employments I am frequently during the 
summer season obliged to attend them in the City where 
I have neither leisure nor opportunity to guanine plants 
so it has happ^i'd to me these two last summars & it wbb 
aocedental that in the summer before them I had so mudi 
leisure as to examine the plants growing near my house in 
the Country & to make the observation whidi I sent to 
you I shall next Summer indeavour to collect for you all 
the Specimen's which you desire & when I meet with any 
other plants which I think deserve your observation I 
shall send you Specimens of them togeth^ with my own 
observation of them. I thank you likewise for your 
Present of Linnsei Characteres his Fundamenta Botanica^ 
his Oratio de Telluris habitabilis incremento, Celsi Ora- 
tio & your Flora Virginica Index supellectilis all whidi I 
have receive'd safe But those by M*" Cannan I have heard 
nothing of 

When you write to ]> Linnaeus pray offer my hum- 
ble Service to him & assure him t^at I shall be very proud 
of receiving his commands If in any thing I can serve 
him in this part of the World. Last summer I s^t the 
Characters of the Actaea & Christophoriana Baccifera to 
my good friend M' Collinson of Ixmdon whidi I believe 
he will communicate to D' Linnaeus It was from 'MP 
Collinson this Spring that I leam'd with pleasure that 
you had received my letter for I b^an to suspect that it 
was either lost or not worth yoiu* notice 

Bince you have given me so mudi incouragement to 
propose my Doubts on the Linnean Sjrstem I shall take 
the Liberty to make them as they occur without further 
ca^emony trusting to the Indulgence whidi you have all- 
ready so fully diown me, tho what I now presume to 
make goes to the General Distribution of his System into 
Hennaphroditi Monoecia Dioeda & Polygamia for if 
there be spedes of plants which are evidentiy of the same 
Genus and yet according to this CQ^stem must be refar'd 
to differrat classes you must certainly allow it to be a 
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fault in the System What has given occasion to me fw 
this doubt is what I wrote to you before that I had ob- 
Borv^d some particular plants of the Clematitis that car- 
ried only male flowers while others of the same species 
bore all httinophrodite flowers There is no doubt of 
these plants being of the same species because they agreed 
in every thing in the leiif in the stem in that manner &c 
so that not the least distinction could be observed except 
that the flowers in one were all nude in the oihec all 
Hermai^m)dite neither did I observe any other plant 
of the same Genus that had female flowers. The next is 
what I likewise observed to you before of the Sagittaria 
that the Species which I observM was evidently distin- 
gui^ed into Male & Female plants You may assure yoiu* 
self it is not an alisma according to linnseus's diaracter 
of this Genus nor no new Genus for it has but that in 
ev^y thing It agrees with the Character of the Sagit- 
taria excepting that the flowers are male & female in dif- 
ferent plants of ^e same Species Now I shall m^ition 
a third plant a Spedm^i of which I sent you tho' with- 
out the flowers N"" 108 & which you tell me is the Mjrrica 
fdiis oblongis altanatim sinnatis flor. Virg. p. 192. Ac- 
cording to Linnaeus's Characta* of the Myrica it is of the 
Dioecia Class I can assure you that this Species is of the 
Monoeda & carries Male & finale Catkins on the same 
plant I shall send you next year some Specimens with 
the flowers and I cannot think that I have accidentally 
fallen upon all the exceptions of this kind that are to be 
found. 

The wisdom of Nature has made a remarkable Dis- 
tinction between Animals & Vegetables in the care taken 
for continueing their Species the accidents of life from 
the difiFa-ent propensities of the Male & females & the 
occasion that the Males generally make the smallest niun- 
ber that in the Animal Kingdom the Species may be well 
continued by the females being in greatar number than 
the males but in V^etables it is necessary that ihe Males 
be in greater numbar than the Fanales in order to make 
sure of their being impregnated & therefor I do not think 
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it against nature to have in the same q>ecieB one plant 
with all nude flowers & another with Hermophrodite 
flowers. 

One reason of ]> Linnaeus's his Establishing so many 
Glasses (I suppose) is to avoid as much as possible any 
of them from being too mudi crowded this I think may be 
don by dividing as M*" Ray & others have don Plants into 
Tree & herbs This is a obvious distinction that all Man- 
kind make & therefor I cannot doubt of its being a natu- 
ral distinction & certainly an obvious natural Distino- 
tion is to be preferred to one more obscure As to my part 
if two plants one a Tree & the other an Harb diould 
happen to agree in every part of the Fructification yet I 
could not perswade my sdf to think them of the same 
kind there is something so very Different in the whole 
fcHmation & constitution between a tree & an herb. I 
knew that it is objected that there is not any certain 
Criterion to distinguish a tree from an Herb that any 
Critmon hitherto given by Botanists to distinguish a 
Tree from an Herb will agree to some Herbs but this 
objection I do not think sufficient for it may be only a 
proof of our want of Knowledge in giving the Proper 
Criterion not that the Distinction is not reall in whidi 
all nations have agreed & all Languages. If this objec- 
tion diould hold it may go further even to destroy all 
Distinction between Vegetables & Animals because I 
know no Criterion to distinguish animals from vege- 
tables but what leaves room to doubt to whidi of them 
some Species belong witness the Polypus whidi has be^i 
the Subject of late observation Indeed my opinion is 
that the Natural Gradation from the lowest Class to the 
hi^est is by such small & imperceptible steps that it is 
very difficult to distinguish every the next st^ either 
upwards or downwards tho' at some Distince the Distinc- 
tion be very remarkable For this reascm any System 
in Botany would give me a strong prejudice in its favour 
where there appears such a Gradation from one Class to 
another & from one Genus to another through the several 
q)ecies that the step from one to the other becomes all- 
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most imperceptible When ever tiiis System shall be dis- 
oova^d I shall conclude it to be the natural Sjrstem. 
So far you see I am from thinking that there is any 
weight in this argument against the Distinction of Plants 
into Trees & Herbs 

Give me leave to make another objection to the Doc- 
Um System for it is not with any View to deprecieat so 
w(»rthy & great a performance but that I wish to have 
it as perfect as possible & I hope he will live to make it 
such as I know no man so capable of doing it It is this 
that the Distinction of the Syngenesia Class according to 
the male female hermaphrodite & neutral flowers is so 
veiy nice & requires in many cases such a dear m^t & 
b apt to run the observers into Confusion which by com- 
paring the first & 2^ Edition of his Characters the Jy 
himsdf has not been able to avoid in some instances add 
to this what I before obsarv'd of the Clematitis Sagittaria 
k Myrica we may have room to suq>ect that it does not 
truely & naturally distinguish the Genera but that the 
same Species are subject to Variations with req>ect to 
these But it is time for me to stop Ne Sutor ultra Cr^i- 
dam 

However I must again m^ition what I before hinted 
to you of the Gynandria Diandria that I still think that 
one Distinguishing part of this natiural Class among 
other parts of their Character is that the Stamina & an- 
Iherse are affixed to the Nectariiun in some shape or other 
This I have observed in all the Species that I have had an 
opportunity to examin which are indeed so very few that 
I can rely no more upon them than to recommend it to 
your examination for I could not after carefully reading 
Linneus's Description of this kind of flower discover 
any other stamina than what I take to be sudi Since I 
wrote my former I examined the Csrprepedium there in 
the hollow of the Nectarium this Down or fine hairs ap- 
pear & if I be not mistaken the antha:^ are affixed not 
on their summit or top as usual but to the sides of the 
filament below their summits. Two Stamina seem not 
suffid^t to me to impregnat the great quantity of seed 
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oontain'd in the Capsula. Nature every where dae seems 
to be more caref ull to make sure work even by profusion* 
You who have the advantage of Botanical Gardens may 
soon be satisfied wheth^ there be any real ground for 
my Conjecture 

I have long wished to see IK Linnaeus's Philosophia 
Botanica that is ever since I saw the name of it men- 
tioned & was a litle acquainted with his Worics but when 
you wish in vain it is needless for me to add my wishes 
The reasons the D** gives you for suppressing that book 
in my opinion diould not prevail with a good man in 
depriving mankind of a general Benefite If I who 
understand so very little of Botany ware permitted to 
advise I should propose the plants to be collected into 
their natural order or Classes without regard to any 
system ait&c which I would make a System according 
to which same plants should be di£9>osed according to 
the rules of that qrstem with this view only to assist 
leama:B or the Ignorant to discover the proper name 
or place of each plant & in this I would have no regard to 
the Natural system but even divide & seperate the Spe- 
cies of the same Genus into different Classes if the rules 
of my System required it for I would have this Systan to 
be look't on as nothing else but as an Index to dis- 
cover the plant one desires to find in its proper place & 
Iha^for I should prefer a System that serves best to this 
purpose tho' it should no way agree with the natural 
qrstem By this means many disputes would be avoided 
among Botanists & the System would be more Ben^dal 
to leama:B for thereby they would have a double Method 
of Discovering any unknown plant first from its natural 
conformity to some other known plant and Secondly from 
some remarkable part of its character by which they are 
in the artificial System led to it I cannot forbear to wish 
that you would try this Method in a New Edition of 3rour 
American Plants for my own sake & other unskillful 
Philo-Botanists in America. And this Leads me to his 
oratia de telluris habitabilis Incrementa I doubt of the 
truth of his observation in his preface on the Vamiculi 
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in G^iitura that they have no motion m themselves I 
have obs^v'd it oth^-wise what I mean is that tho I 
doubt not that it was really so in the case he observed yet 
I doubt of its being allwise so 

The benefit of oyl in the cure of the Bite of the Rattle 
Snake has been confirmed in several instances in this 
Coimtry & even that Hogs lard is effectual & of conse- 
quence it is probable that all oyly things are. I has been 
long observed in this Country that hogs were never hurt 
by the Rattle Snake or by any Viper tho all our other 
cattle at sometime or other have been this I attribute to 
the natural defence th^ have by their fat through which 
the teeth of the Viper cannot penetrate without giving 
the remedy at the same time it injects the poison You 
know how dangerous it is to trust to experimrats imless 
they be performed with all requesite precaution but I can 
assure that I would rather trust to oyl or hogs lard than 
to the famous Polygala or Rattle snake root or to any 
other Mededne that I have heard of because the bene- 
ficial use of this comes better confirmed to me than that 
of the Rattle Snake root or any other we cheefly trust 
to the warm external application 

As you seem to be pleas'd with my communicating 
the use of any plants discovered in this Country I diall tell 
you what I leam'd of the use of the Hamamelis from a 
Minister of the Church of England who officiats among 
the Mohawk Indians He saw an allmost total blindness 
occasioned by a blow cur'd by receiving the Warm Steam 
of a Decortion of the Bark of this Shrub through a Funnel 
up(m the place this was don by direction of a Mohawk 
Indian aft^ other means had for a considerable time 
proved ineffectuaL I have since expm^icd the benefit 
of it used in the same manner in an Inflammation of the 
eye from a blow D' Linneus is in the right in observing 
that I had mistaken the Genuna of this shrub for the 
Involucrum in the Description I gave of it 

The Indians likewise cure all sorts of wounds with- 
out digestion by the Inner bark of the Pinus N"" 192 of the 
collection I sent you They soak it so long in Water as 
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to make it soft & then apply it If I be not misinformed 
it is effectual even in Gun fidiot wounds The Wound 
keeps of a fresh & ruddy colour till it unites without 
digesting 

* I have not as yet been able to see the fruit of N"" 131 
but I cannot doubt of its belonging to the Class of the 
Tetradjmamia for besides its agreeing in all its parts of 
the Row^ with the Characters of that Class it agrees 
likewise in Test having nearly the same with that of the 
Nasturtium The Mohawk Indians told me that when 
they ware quite faint with travel & fasting if they can 
come at the roots of this plant to eat they are refreshed 
& their spirits rest(x^ wonderfully, add to the Discrip- 
tion I gave what follows. Radix longa teres repens prom- 
inentis plurimis angulosis I hardly doubt that the Lysi- 
madiia Galericulata Clajrtoni has four Stamina other- 
wise I think I had not fail'd to take notice of it I efaaU 
examine it again next summer 

What I wrote to you of the Species of the Zea semine 
nudo I believe is entirely a mistake for having sown some 
of these seeds the plants whidi came from them produced 
seeds cover'd with a hard Skin as the other sorts are I 
suspect some artifice was used to deceive me Whatever 
Toiumefort may say I cannot doubt of there being distinct 
Species of the Maiz notwithstanding that they cannot 
be distingui^ed either from the leaf or flower but we that 
are well acquainted with the seed can distingui^ the 
q)ecies tho it be very difficult to convey that distinc- 
tion by words only to others. Sow the several species 
in the same soil & at the same time they will come to 
ripeness at very di£Ferent seasons in the year & this 
property they never change unless when sown together 
that they bastardise The planters who live in the north- 
em colonies are obliged to be careful in observing this 
distinction of species otherwise they would often loose 
their whole crops. I can hardly doubt that the same 
nicety of Distinction of species may be necessary in some 
other Genera This brings to my Memory a thought 
which I have intertain'd viz that we have in America 
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very few if any Species of plants or animals entirely the 
same with those in Europe except sudi as have been 
brought from thence, tho some Species are so nearly alike 
that it is difficult to desmbe the Difference by words tho 
it be manefest to a curious observer. 

I shall be obliged to you if youl please to inform me 
of any new valuable books in Medecine published with 
you. I have not the good fortune to have oeen any thing 
in the Materia Medica that entirely pleases me 

You cannot expect much new in Lit^ature from this 
part of the world I send with this a curious & new Inven- 
tion for warming a room with a small fire more effectually 
than can be done by a large fire in the common method 
& is free of the inconveni^icies which attend the Dutdi 
& German Stoves; because by this contrivance there is a 
continual supply of fresh warm air. It may be particu- 
larly usefuU to you & D' Linneus, by preserving your 
health while it keeps you warm at you studies It is 
the Invention of M*^ Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia 
the Printer of it, a very Ingenious man. Experience C(hi- 
finns ihe benefit of it. 

I s^id likewise some few observations of plants made 
smce I sent my fcHiner & few seeds of the Manarda A 
Rehdae Volubilis but as these were taken from the With- 
erd Stalks after the winter was begun may not be come 
to p^ection but since I cannot otherwise send them till 
next fall you may if you please take the chance of these 



Descriptions to he sent to Gronovius 

N^ 2 Varonica foliis quatemis quenisve 

198 Myrica Sweat fern 

199 Polygala 

I design to give our frigid M'^ Collinson of London the 
trouble of convejdng this to you because we have not any 
ship at this time designed from this to Holland He does 
me conmionly the pleasure of writing to me twice in the 
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Year at the Seasons our Ships oommonly leave London 
viz In the end of February & b^inning of S^tember. 
When any ships from Amstotiam either go to New York 
or to Philadelfdiia if your friends at Amsterdam please to 
direct your letters for me by the New York Ships to the 
Care of M' Richard NichoUs Post Master in New York ot 
by the Philadelphia ships to the care of M' Benf Frank- 
lin Post Master in Philadelphia they will oome safe to 
my handa 



CadvxMader Colden to Benjamin Franklin 
[Copy] 

Decf 1744 
The season of the year advancing in which our Cor- 
respondence from this place with New York becomes 
more uncertain & my eldest son going now to New York 
where he proposes to stay 8 or 10 days I hope you will 
excuse my interrupting you in your Business which I 
know allows you little time for trifles or amusements. 
In yoiu: last you gave me hopes that you would socm be 
able to inform me of what sentiment M' Logan intertains 
of the Introduction to Fluxions which was submitted to 
his p^nsal By my last I transmitted to you some 
thou^ts of the Different Species of Matter. As these 
thoughts are entirely new & out of the conmion road of 
thinking I have reason not only to be apprehensive that 
others may not easily receive t^e Conceptions but that I 
may have imposed on my self & it is for this reascm that 
I have submitted them to M' Logan & yoiu: Examination. 
I have allready shown it to IVf Alexander & some steps I 
have made in applying these thoughts to the explanation 
of some phenomina in which Philosophy's have hitherto 
not been able to give Satisfaction. He has taken mudi 
more pains in the Examination than could have been ex- 
pected in one so deeply engaged in Business & however 
pleasing his S^itiments may be to me I have reason to 
suspect that he may be biassed by favoiu* to a very long & 
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inthnate acquaintance. You may asBure your self that I 
think & I hope M' Logan will believe me in good earnest 
when I say that there cannot be a stronga: & surer markof 
IVienddiip than showing to me the mistakes I may have 
fallen into as it may prevent my exposing my wealmess & 
Igneranoe to others Men often impose sophisms upon 
themselves which they cannot detect without the assist- 
ance of others If the g^^ral reasonings be foimd ri^t I 
flatter my self you will take more pleasure in examining 
the application of them to particular phenomena As the 
Winter is the only time that I have leisure to apply my 
self to speculations I should be glad to know your Senti- 
ments & M' LfOgans As soon as may be either to prevent 
my throwing away time uselessly or to ^coiu^age me to 
go on in the pursuit of a study \diich requires much 
time & leisure more than I can hope for in my life. I 
know none besides M' Logan M' Alexander & your self 
in this part of the world to whos judgement I can 
refa* any thing of this kind. 

I long likewise to know what progress you make in 
forming your Society. If it meet with obslaruction from 
the want of proper incouragement or otherwise I would 
have you attempt some other Method of proceeding in 
your Design for I efaall be very sorry to have it entirely 
dropt. May you not as Prints propose to Print at cer- 
tain times a Collection of such pieces on the subject of 
your fcNiner proposals which any shall think proper to 
BBxid you & by way of Spedemen to print such papers as 
your friends may have communicated to you on your for- 
mer proposal. For this purpose you may desire a Sub- 
smption by all persons indiflferently for your Incourage- 
ment. I do not propose that every thing be printed that 
shall be sent You may communicate them to the best 
judges with you of the several subjects on which these 
piq)a^ shall happen to be wrote where you are not will- 
ing entirely to trust to your own Judgement & if they be 
foimd not fit for the press you may return them with re- 
marks or make some excuse for not publishing them. 
This I expect will in time produce a Society as proposed 
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by giving men of Learning or Genius some knowledge of 
cme another & will avoid some difficulties that allwise 
attend the forming of Societies in their B^inning Three 
hundred copies may be sufficient at first till it be dis- 
covered what incouragement the undertaking me^ with 
& sudi a number I cannot doubt will sdL I fidiall on^ 
add that as men naturally have as great a fondness tor 
the Productions of their Mind as for those of their bodies 
howev^ ill favoured they be & bear with as mudi uneaa- 
ness to be deprived of the honour of such Productions as 
to have another assume to be the father of their Childreo 
you must be careful to admowledge the receipt of every 
paper so as that the author may think himself secure frcHa 
pyratical attempts of others 



To M^ John Bartram at the same time. 
[Copy] 

[De<f 1744] 
S' 

I was so mudi long^ at New York than I expected 
that I have been mudi longa: deprived of the pleasure of 
continueing my Corree^ndence with you than I thou^t 
would happen for my private affairs since my return 
home have necessarly employed my thoughts. In the 
first place I must thank you for the Civilities I received 
while I was at Philadelphia I am very sensible of th^n 
And next I must excuse my not procuring the seed of the 
Arbor Vitse as you desired the cones were all open befcn^ 
I retum'd & the seed fallen But I shall have the greatest 
pleasure if I can be a means of persuading you to make 
your knowledge more publick & of consequeice mon 
useful] & I perswade my self it will not be difficult for me 
to perswade you to it for the greatest pleasmre a good man 
can have is in being useful] to the community & in what 
I am about to propose I likewise hope that youl find a 
private advantage in it. It is to communicate your 
knowlege of our Ammcan plants to the publidc This I 
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bdieve may be done with most advantage to your self by 
publishing it by Subscription in montiily papers of about 
one shiUmg Value & to take Gronovius's flora Virginica 
for the Foundation of your work & method. It will be 
necessary for you to have at least six months papers ready 
before you begin to publish that the work may be con- 
tinued with sufficient care & without Interruption. I 
make no doubt you'l find sev^rall forward to inoourage A 
assist you where it may be necessary especially in such 
parts where you may be under difficulties by your not 
having had in your youth the advantages of Learning. I 
will very dieerfully contribute whatever shall be in my 
power & give jrou my thoughts as to the Method of 
prosecuting your design aft^ I shall know that you are 
resolved to undertake it 



To Alderman Johnson at \f same time. 
[Copy] 

[Dec' 1744] 
S' 

You may remember that while I was last at New 
York you gave me hopes that you would inform me of 
what had been don by the Magistrates to remove the 
Nusances & draining the stagnating Waters <& other 
Metiiods taken by them in order to keep the City dean & 
healthy And likewise to give me some account of the 
State of health of the City so far as it may be reasonably 
thought to be the consequence of their care but I suppose 
more urgent Business prevented you. I now take the 
Liberty to put you in mind of what you promised me & 
when I tell you for what purpose I do it I believe you will 
not be dii^leased that I press you to it. If it be found 
from Experience that the Care of the Magistrats has 
produced in any measure the good effects that were pro- 
posed it will in the first place be of means to encourage 
them to continue their care & to carry it further where 
either the want of time to do all that was requesite or 
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other obstructions prevented them. A 2^ it will induce 
the people more cheerfully to submit to their orders and 
regulations even in cases where their private profit or ease 
may seem to suffer 3**^ It will be of use to this City A to 
other places h^reaf t^ whea the shall fall under the mis- 
f ortume of such like Epidemical Distempers in taking the 
proper Methods to remove them & to prevent them A 
lastly that such of the Magistrats of New York who have 
distingui^ed themselves in so beneficial & benevolent an 
undertaking may receive a publick & honourable Testi- 
mony of their care & Vigilance in performing the Duty of 
good Magistrats as may be due to their merit. While we 
were engaged in party dilutes many pretended to a great 
ooncan for the publick now when the publick ben^te 
may be pursued without the inconveiencies whidi nece^ 
sarly attend party Disputes it seems to be a matter of no 
concern & this gives room to think that the publidc Bene- 
fite was not really the Motive to those ¥dio formerly 
made so great a bustle about it. 



CadwaUader Colden to Dr. J oh. Fred Gronovius 
[Copy] 

CoLDiNGHAM in Nbw York 1745 
Dear S' 

I answer'd yours of the 3^ of April 1744 (which is the 
only one I have receiv'd from you) near twelve months 
since I directed to the care of our friend M' GoUinson of 
London which he tells me he had carefully transmitted 
to you This is design'd to be sent likewise to his care 
since he is pleas'd with having this trouble put upon him. 
I am so litle acquainted with the Merdbants in this place 
who trade directly to hoUand that the ^ps are conmionly 
gon before I hear any thing of their going besides most of 
these Merchants & Masters of Vessels are v^ry cardess 
of any thing of ¥diich they have no proq)ect of any Profit. 
With this I send the Qiaracters of some mcu^ plants 
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which I obsenr'd this year & some corrections or addi- 
tions to what I had before observed some dry'd specimens 
likewise & some seeds. Upon the same paper I have pre- 
sumed with that freedom which I thmk is allow'd in all 
philosophical enquiries to mention some further difficul- 
ties whidi arise to me in the linnean System & tho' you 
may perhaps easily solve them by showing my ignorance 
in Botany as a Science yet as probably the same diffi- 
culties may occur to others it may be of some use by 
^ving you an oppertimity of clearing up this matter to 
[torn] others less v^rsant in that science 

It is no thing new & exlraordinary in lit^^ture from 
this part of the world is to be expected but as we are im- 
I»x)ving this Wilderness & have in some measure in some 
places given it the appearance of the Cultivated grounds 
in Europe so we make some small attempts for imim)ve- 
ment in Learning And as you may be desirous of dis- 
covering our taste in the Medical Art I send you two small 
Essays lately published the one here in New York, the 
other at Philadelphia. The distemper call'd the Dry 
Gripes, Endemial to the West Indies is a most stubborn 
distemper & has often baffled the attempts of allmost all 
the Skillfull Physiceans who have undertaken the cure 
of it till a Method of cure was discovered by an old woman 
which was afterwards kept as a secret for about 50 years 
among 2 or 3 practitioners till lately that it became more 
generally known at I^iladelfdiia The old woman used 
(mly crude Rhenish Tartar given in small quantities 
every two hom^ The Doctor to whom she communi- 
cated her Method of practise substituted Cremor Tartari 
without any other addition & so did the others till lately 
without usmg any opiats or any purgatives in the treatise 
I now send you This accoimt I had from one who has 
had the secret about twenty years & tells me that he has 
used it with success in above 300 patients. He is abso- 
lutely against useing any stimulating purgatives in the 
beginning for he says if the Cremor Tartari work too 
soon as it will in some constitutions so as to give Watay 
Stools before the hard excrements pass it never produces 
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any good effect It must work at first rather as an alter- 
ant before it evacuat with suooesa The first appearance 
of its good effects is by making great quantity of Wind 
pass downwards whidi is succeeded by hard excrraients 
in a globular shape & then Clement purgatives may 
safely be used like Tartar & the use of it is still to be 
continued aa an alterant for some time or he has used 
successfully in place of it Moris sulphuris It would be of 
use to have a history of the Discovery of any method of 
cure or of specifick Medednes perhaps it would then 
be foimd that more has been often owing to chance than 
to art especially in the Discovery of Specific Medednes. 
The other paper was occasioned by Tar Water's be- 
coming the subject of common conversation here in 
America as well as in England & the Practitioners com- 
monly fipeaking of it with contempt By many expm- 
ments it has been foimd beneficial in Sccnrbutic & hsrsteric 
cases & one of my acquaintance is in hopes of being cured 
of the Gout by it he has recovered a bett^ state of health 
than he had in many years before but it requires more 
time than he has as yet had to be assured of the cure of 
his Gout. We have some instances of the cure of the 
Yaws by it after the cure could not be effected by Mer- 
cury & the common methods in the French Pox & of one 
in this distemper who was given over as incurable by the 
physicians. You know that IK Sydenham thinks the 
Yaws to be the same distemper with the Lues Ven^^ea 
& I bdieve they are generally taken to be the same in 
Europe but they are of very different Originals the one 
being a Native of Africa & the other of America & make 
two distinct species of diseases tho' in many ^ymtems 
they agree & both be contracted by infection But it is 
time for me to give over I am affray'd that I may tire 
your patience I am 

To ]> GBOSonvB of L^den 
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From James Alexander 

Copy of Sissons Lett^ about 
price of Sectors for observing 
Stars in or near the Zenith to 
two Seconds 
I have Sent you a book wharein is an Exact draught & 
Description of the 9 foot Sector that M*^ Graham made for 
the Frendi Gentlemen that went into the North to meas- 
ure a Degree of the Mmdian which I thought mig^t be 
better than what I could send you, which book may be of 
Service to you the price of one of 9 foot Radius in the 
Same Mann^ as in the book would be £100 I made one 
of the Sectors of 5 foot Radius in the Same mann^ as 
in the book for M' Campbell which he carried to Jamaica 
which comes to £60 — ^I likewise have made one of 12 foot 
without the triangular frame to fix in a perpendicular 
Chimn^ or to the Side of a wall for M"" Celsius professor 
at Upsal in Swedeland which Comes to £ 100 — one of 9 
feet to fix to the Side of a wall will be about £80 OneofO 
feet radius to fix to the Side of a wall will be about £ 50 
London Aug" 31 1744 

New Yobk janry 13^ 1744/6 



D'Sir 

I had yours of the 4^ by M' Harrison with 4 Moida^ 
& 2 guineas — ^I am of your opinion we must rest Satis- 
fied with M*^ Sissons demand I shall Send up one of the 
Instruments by the first Sloop in the Spring as you Desire 

finding in the Philosophical transactions that the in- 
strument by which M' Bradley discovered the aberration 
of the fixed Starrs was, a Small arc of a Circle graduated 
about a Degree only on Eadi Side of the Zenith, in your 
Last I requested Sisson to Describe the instnun^it & the 
price thereof, a Coppy of his answer I send you before <k 
if I can get the bearer of this to bring you the book he 
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mentions I will Send you that also, which with a 
great deal of pleasure I have perused 

In another Letter Sisson tells me that M*^ Graham 
reconmi^ds the Observing the Latitude by the Stars near 
our Z^ith as mudii better than by the Sun, for 3 reasons 
1 heat of Sun may alter shape 2 Limit of Sim can't be So 
Exactly observed as a Starr 3 refraction is different at 
different times in the Same place Sajrs M*^ Graham has 
promised to procure from the Earle of Maclesfield & D' 
Bradley the altitude of Several Stars near our Zenith 
observed by them with the Largest & most Exact quad- 
rants & also their observations at Different times of the 
year caused by the Motion of the Eartii haveing a S^isi- 
ble velocity Compared with the motion of Light 

I shall be obliged to you for your thoughts on the tarr 
water 

I hope the plan you have found may be the best kind 
of it whidii cures the Stone whidii will be one of the most 
usefull discoveries to Mankind 

Since I had yours Peter Delancey was with me with a 
Draught of award for M*^ Murray concerning the £ 100 
he had paid for the mills Since his fathers decease whidi 
it Seems has been referred to Mr Murray <fe he is of opin- 
ion that the father would have paid it & Consequently 
his Estate & that therfore Peter oug^t to be reimbursed 
Pet^ askt me also what Should be done on the General 
affair, I told him I thought it best to refer it also to M"* 
Murray but if they could not be brought to that then to 
Comply with what the Chief justice proposed viz to 
Leave it to the Chancellor of England for as to a Real 
Suit I could by no means advise it, while there was a 
possibility any way of an amicable Determination, that 
so far as advice, I should be ready to Serve him as far as 
in my power 

As to your money at Philadelphia I think the best 
way would be for Mr Armit to get it changed into jersey 
money & Send it by the post to Mr Nichols who for six 
weeks after the 26*^ of Mardi will probably get 2/ or 
2/6 pr^^ advance on the proclam° I have often applica- 
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tion to me for borrowing money So its vay probable he 
may Soon find persona to borrow it 

Capt Rutherford has favoured me with the peruseal of 
Sundry pamphlets which by no means show our publick 
affairs to be in a bett^ Condition than they appear by 
the news papers 

We Lately got a Coppy here of the bill brought into 
the house of Conmions last Session of parliam^it, to 
prevent all paper bills in the plantations to be issued 
hereafter from being tenders, & to our great Surprize 
found two clauses foisted in at ihe End of it, makeing 
the instructions of the King or of any by his authority 
Obligatory on Gov" Councils & assemblys in the planta- 
tions & aU Laws orders &c by them to the Contrary to be 
void — whidi if past would Subject the plantations to the 
Kings absolute will 

never was thare so nearly an union in any place 
as there was in this agt these clauses, a meeting 
was had of the principal inhabitants without Distinction 
of parties it was agreed to remitt £ 150 Sterling to Mesi^ 
Bakers to Employ an agent& Coimcil & to join with the 
Gent of West India Islands & Virginia in opposition to 
those clauses, before house of Commons & house of Lords, 
& Eladi agreed to write to their Correspondents in London 
to Countenance ihia application to the utmost of their 
power, the money was immediately raised & remitted for 
that purpose by Stephen Delancey & Co: with orders if 
more be necessary to advance it — ^with ordars also to 
promote the passing of the bill So far as Concerned paper 
money whidi was Excellently well drawn A proper to 
prevmit in time the mischiefe ariseing by paper mon^ 
being a taida- Leaveing it Still in the power of the Gov- 
ernments to issue Securit}rs for money on an Exigency 
takeing care of good funds & to pay the interest to those 
who will please to accq>t them — ^I am 

Yours 

Ja. Alexandir 
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From James Alexander 

Nbwtork Febiy 10^ 1744/6 
IK Sir 

I had yours of the 19*** of Jan"^. I am of your opinion 
that a quadrant will give more general satisfaction A 
therefm^, a Quadrant of 30 inches radius price £ 42 Sterl- 
ing is what I diose & Expect to have by the return of the 
ships 

I read your reflections on Tar water twice ov&r with a 
great deal of pleasure and care & found only a few 
Literal mistakes of the transcriba* which I corrected A 
then Sent for Parker the prints who agreed to print it 
according to your Directions & to print a quire of eadi for 
your use in the maimer you Desire paying 2/pr quire for 
the paper, but Said he could not begin it for three weeks, 
there being news by the Bostcm & Philadelphia l^ips 
which would fill his papers fc»* that time. 

I asked Parker what he would have pr sheet iar 100 
coppies of the piece yow propose further to print in the 
Same Lett^ as his news papar he answered 40/ pr sheet, 
which I think is reasonable enough considering that one 
sheet in that Letter will Contain more than two sheets of 
the Letter in which the Common printing is whidi is 
25/ pr sheet 

David Ogden of Newark haveing found in one of the 
Magazines from London an account of tar water, and he 
having been much afflicted with the Rheumatism for two 
years, whidii had Setled in his Knees and Swelled than, 
he resolved to tiye the tar water at once, and in one 
month he was restored to perfect health, the Swelling in 
his knees, the flying pains in his body & Legs and arms 
entirely removed his Languid & Sickly pale colour which 
he has had these two years yeilded to a fresh healthy 
colour— he came to town this week & not knowing any 
thing of this medicine taken by him, I accosted him 
at once that I was glad to See him Look So well, and 
needed not to ask how he did, upon this he immediately 
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told me whats before, and further that the fame of his 
being So Soon & So well cured of So long an indisposi- 
tion had Spread thro all Newark, & So far as Amboy 
wh^re people w^^ takeing Tar Water for all Distempars, 
& it cures but eversrthing, — ^he told me that a Daughter of 
Stephen CourUands of about SO years of age who has not 
had an hours health for a dozen years past being plagued 
with Tooth ack histericks & many other indispositions, 
told him the week before that the tarr wat^ had cured 
h^ tooth ake & all her ailments & that she foimd her 
Sdf then as brisk and lively as at fifteen — it has cured 
Severall of histericks, cholicks &c If all this be true it bids 
fair to be the universal medicine David Ogden told me 
that for the first fourtnight the Tar wat^ purged him 
downwards, whidi I dont find that the Bishop remarks 
any sudi Effect 

Nbwyobk Febiy 28^ 1744/5 
S'Sh- 

Whats before was wrote at its date but no opportunity 
has Since offered to Send it— Mr Kennedy A Mr. Lodge 
ten me there's now an opportunity which they Embrace 
to write to yow, in ordw to get a Deed from Mrs. Mils- 
man upon whidi the title to the house ^diich M*^ Kennedy 
has bargained fc»* does absolutely Depend, as M'' Milk- 
man herself had not the Estate in her as I was told at 
their Last Sending to yow on this account but when 
they brought me the title to view I found She had only 
a bare authority to Sell for h^ former husbands will & 
that was Limited too to the time of her being his widow 
—So that that deed none wrote for must Either be had or 
IMDved in Chancery that Such deed Existed, its Sus- 
pected that John Bayard has got it into his hands by the 
opportunity he has of viewing his mothers papers <fe if he 
has, and has Destroyed it, both he & his mother must 
Swear thro Stitch in Chancery to make it of any benefite 
to them I am D' Sir 

Bw^wedi Your most htmible Servant 

Cabwalladb Coldin Esqr Ja. ALEXANDER 

att Cddenham 
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From Peter Cottkimm 

I can (mly now aoquaint my Dear Friend— That his 
Secon'd part of his principle of action is come Safe cm the 
6^ Instant & immediately Sent to Doc^ Bern— fixmi 
whom I can gett no answer to the first. 

I am in hast Thine 

PGOLLINBON 

Feby' 21 

I have Gott a fine Sett of 

Toumfort & . . . 

plant Shall Send next Month 

in M' Alexander's trunk 

[Indoraed] 

To 
Gadwallaub CoEi«f Emi' 

at 
Coldenham 

New York. 



From Samuel Johnson 

SmATFOBD Feb. 25 1745 
[torn] Opportmiity by the Rev^ M* Watkins [Umh] 
atulate your people upon his having [torn] a Mission 
for them & his safe return to them, whidi I hope may be 
of great Advantage to your Country. — ^I pwoeive by him 
that what we wrote in behalf of the 500 acres of land is 
likely to obtain the desired Effect 

On this Occasion I give you may Hearty thanks for 
your Kind Letter, & the Singular Favour you have done 
me in Sending that very ingenious performance on Flux- 
ions, which I confess has set them in a more Advan- 
tageous light to me than any thing I had befcN^ Seen. — 
Indeed I have as yet giveu it but a very hasty perusal, be- 
cause I was minded as Soon as I could to Send it to M' 
prince whose Judgm^ In Such subjects I value much 
beyond my own: but he is at the Distance of 20 miles 
teaching a Country School which he complains is Sudi an 
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Interruption to his Time & thous^ts that he must beg 
a little forbearance before he can give it that Attention 
it deserves, especially with relatbn to the Dispute be- 
tweeai you & the Bp. — ^In the mean time he [torn] me to 
give you his thanks for the Kind Disposition you express 
of being useful to him in whatever may be in your 
power. It would, I believe, be of vay good use to the 
promoting of learning in your Government if He could 
get a Classical & Mathematical Sdiool Some where in 
it. — ^This was attempted by M' Qowey at Jamaica but it 
is a Surprising Malice whaewith his Enemies of Harvard 
CToUege persecute him, for they or Somebody influenced 
by them have not only endeavored to blast his Reputa- 
tion in 3^ Government but even with the Society in Eng- 
land, as appears by a Letter I had now from tiie Secre- 
tary. 

As to your Inquiry about poke root Ac It was not 
the juice of the root but the Leaves that was inq>isBated 
in the Sun that did the Cure. I have Sent to an in- 
genious Phsrsidan, at N Haven, If Hubbard who has 
promised to give me the best li^t he can get about it, but 
he is yet dubious, there being Some danger of its break- 
ing out again-— When I have got his full Intdligence on 
this Subject, & M' prince & I have had opportimity to 
lay our Heads together upon the Business of fluxions you 
shall hear from me again Mean time I remain 

S' 
your most obliged 

& vay humble Serv* 

[Indoned] Sa. JoHNSOK 

To 
CADWAiiiAm CounN EKf 
at 

Cddenham. 



From Jokn Rutherfurd 

Sf [Undated] 

I had the pleasure of receiving your letter at New 
York where I went to attend the Council a while this 
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Spring in hopes of promoteing Some vigorous resolutions 
for the defence of our own frontiers & regarding our in- 
terest with the Six Nations which haa been dwindleing 
for so many years & Seems now quite lost, but my hopes 
were vain & I found myself reckoned as odd & singiilar 
at New York for insisting upon a proper defence for 
Albany, as I was last Fall at Albany when I alone insisted 
upon assisting New England with our Indians; Some of 
whom were willing to fight for us then who are alike un- 
willing with the rest now fearing the French & deq)is6ing 
us. I left New York yest^day wh^re The Torrington 
Man of War of 40 Guns Commanded by Capt Hardy ar- 
rived on thursday night, he is to Cruize towards Virginia 
for a fortni^t & than Convoy the three Companys of 
Fullers Regim^it at New York from thence to Louis- 
bourg which place you'l be surprised to hear must cer- 
tainly have fallen into french hands, had they arrived 
there with any force either from Canada or Eurpoe, for 
when the Transports arrived from Virginia they had not 
three hundred Men left in the Garrison, the Sickness 
there must have been worse than most plagues we've 
heard of altho 'tis all attributed to the Men's feeding 
allwayes on Salt provisions & want of Cloathing. I 
won't pretend to write you any Albany news imtill I ar- 
rive there, whats past I suppose you've heard allready, 
nor indeed has any thing happened but what I dare Say 
you as well as I expected, it being plainly the Interest of 
Canada to reduce our Setlements & gain our Indians & 
consequently they will bend most of their force against 
Albany it being there we interfere most with them, but 
as to Lands & trade; Our allowing all our Indians to goe 
to Canada to treat with A French Govemour last Sum- 
mer, without useing all means & artifices in owr power to 
hind^ them was an irreparable fault, tho none in me 
since I wrote again & again to the Govemour at the time 
& in vain press'd The Commissioners to exert themselves 
with whom I have done no business Since, but to allow 
them to goe to Canada now as the Sadiems are mostly 
designing & without so much as Sending p^*sons of intar- 
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est amongst them to endeavour at least to stop them 
seems to me the Stnmgest instance of Infatuation I've 
efer met with, for I don't see why we majm't expect th^ 
may return with the hatchet in their hands against ua I 
have left my Wife & Children at New York untill I see a 
htb how things goes, & I propose some time this Summer 
to meet her at Your house & have the pleasure of passing 
a few days with you agreeably, by that time M*^ Pai^er 
will have finish'd printing your treatise or Essay & if we 
ean't entertain ourselves with the particular affairs of 
the World here, we allways can with the G^ieral (Econ- 
omy of it I Saw M" Peter Delancy a day or two bef or 
I left New York when he told me, that part of your fam- 
ily now with him w&ce all well I hope to hear the same of 
Mrs. Cold^i & the rest of Your Young Family from 
you soon, {uray remember my reispects to them all, being 
with all regard & sincerity 

Yours most obed^ &.e.&.e 

JOHK RXTTHIBFUBD 

Hudson's River 
Saturday 10 ocbck 



From James Alexander 

New York Mardi 18 
1744/5 
D'Sir 

I have yours of Febry 23* — ^about Ten days agoe I be- 
gan to use Tar water as a preventive for the Gout & 
Gravell, the first time I took it in the morning & it made 
me qualmish all day I took it again going to bed, & Slept 
well & found no Such Effect in the morning wherfore I 
Resolved to take it only before going to bed, & have Con- 
tinued it ever Since— Tho' I expected no visible <fe speedy 
good effect of it as intended only as a preventive of what 
was not then upon me, the Gout & Gravell yet it Soon 
had an unexpected Effect, & that Contrary to what it had 
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upon M"" Ogden to witt For two years past & more I had 
almost Continually a Loosmees, with wind in the Stom- 
aok & Gutts whidi often Swelled me up, and mostly if I 
eat any roots or Greens, which had obliged me to disuse 
them, much against my inclination, to my surprize after 
three or four days useing the tarr water, I found that my 
Looseness was gone, was not troul^ with wind as before 
I got a keen appetite Such as I remember not to have 
had these twenty years, and Do venture upon roots & 
Greens again without finding the like Ccmsequ^ioeB 
from them as before— as it has had this unexpected effect 
I intend to Continue it in hopes it may have the effect I 
intended 

Tho Parker prints your piece on tar wata: differently 
from what you proposed, yet he has promised to {onn the 
number of Coppies you proposed in the manner you men- 
tioned in your Letter. 

Inclos^ is the key of the Box of the Circumferent(M*, 
which tomorrow I intend to Send to M' Nuals with this 
to go by the first opportunity 

I shall be very glad to See what you have done on the 
animal CEconomy, & on the Theory of Gravitation — I am 
afraid I shall not have the happyness of Seeing M'* 
Colden because I intend to go for Jers^ the End of this 
week wha:^ I Shall be detained near a month at our 
Supream Court <fe Council of proprietors 

I shall observe what you desire as to M" Browns Lott 

I hear that writs are out in jers^ for chuseing a new 
assembly to meet at Amboy the End of this month, If it 
Should then Sitt for business I am afraid I shall be 
Longer Detained ih&e 

The Boston Expedition against Ci^ Breton Seems a 
Bold undertakeing I heartyly wish it may Succeed, but 
I am afraid of it for the want of warriors & Engineers 
which I Look upon to be as much an art as any manual 
Occupation, Their Generallissimo I hear is a new lig^t 
man that never Saw a Shot fired in anger — the being an 
Enthusiast I take it to be no ill property in a warrior, but 
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the Defect of Expmraoe I Doubt if that good property 
will Supply— Its said th^ have three good Engineers but 
assured not one of them was ever at a Siege. I Doubt 
mucdi if Theory will Supply that Defect— the number of 
men proposed for the Expedition viz 7 or 8000 Seems 
fully Sufficient were the half of them but veterans. If 
it Succeeds it will be the most glorious thing that has 
be^i done this warr, & the most usefuU if the Con- 
quest can be kept for its the only place of Rendezvous 
that the french have to annoy the Northern plantations 
with from the Sea I am 

lySir 

Your most humble S^rv^ 

Ja. Auxandeb 

tbkdaned] 

To 
Cadwallamb Caii»N Esq' 

Goldixigham 
Wt a box 



From Peter CoUinson 

LoND" March 30*^ 1745 
My Dear Friend 

It gives Mee Concern that I am Deprived the pleas- 
ure of yrs by the Unfortunate Loss of Cap* Bryant, I com- 
mend your prudence in Directing your Seeds for the Paris 
Garden the proffesors are Mess^ Jussieu — ^without that 
precaution a hundred to one but that they had been 
thrown into the Sea — but if you had Improved that pre- 
caution <fe Divided the Seeds into Two *cells & Sent by 
Two ships, then in all probability I should have had the 
Delist of shareing in the pains that you had taken to 
oblige Your Friends— whilst these perilous Times Last I 
recommend it to you for the future 

As this may I think very Justly be Stiled an age of 
Wonders, It may not *haps be Disagreeable to Just hint 
them to you 

the Surpriseing Phenomena of the Polypus Enter- 
tained the Curious for a year or Two past but Now the 
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Virtuosi of Europe are taken up In Electrical Ex- 
periments, and what can be more Astoni^ing than that 
the Baae rubing of a Glass Tube Should Investigate a 
*8(m with Electric Fire He is not Touched by the Tube 
but the Subtile Effluvia that Flies from it pervades 
Every pore and renders him what Wee call Electiified 
ior then Lett him toudi Spirits of Wine & the Spark of 
fire that flies from his finger on the touch will Sett the 
Spirits In flame This is a Commcm Experiment, but I 
have Seen oyle of Sevil-oriangs — & Camphire [Camphor] 
Sett on fire & Gun powder mixt with oyl of Lemmons will 
take Fire — ^but what would you say to see fire come out 
of a Piece of thick Ice & Sett the Spirits In flame or Elec- 
trical Fire drawn through Water & Worme the Same — 
these are some few of a great Number of Surprising things 
that are formed by the Electrical power which you wiU 
find Difficult to Comprehend but are all facts 

Electricity Seems to furnish an Inexhaustable fund 
for Enquirey, & Sure & Certain Phenomenas so Various 
and So wonderfuU that can only arise from Causes very 
General & Extensive and Such as must have been de- 
signed by the Almighty Author of Nature for the pro- 
duction of very great Effects <fe Sudi as are of very Great 
Moment no Doubt to the System of the Universe — 
which by Degrees may lead to Higher Truths, in *ticu- 
lar to Discover the Nature of that Subtile Elastic & 
Etherial Medium, which S*" Isaac Newton Queries on, at 
the End of His opticksh— Had these Discoveries happened 
in that Great Mans Time, His Illuminated Mind would 
have apply'd them to wonderfuU purposes 

The Walcans have discovered Some very unaccount- 
able properties in unealed or untempered Glass, you must 
know that Glass Immediately afta: it is Blown in what 
Fashion you please and Exposed to the air to Cool, is 
called unnealed, whereas all the Glass in use is by De- 
grees Hardened or Temperd but take a Cruit of this im- 
eal'd Glass that is made of the Size of an Oyle or Vine- 
gar Cruit but thicker and Strongs to Appearance, Take 
a Wood^i Mallet and beat it, on its Bottome as hard as 
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one could drive a Nail & it will not break, — ^Drop a mus- 
ket Bullet or an Ivory ball into It, — ^it haa the Same 
effect; but take a Shiv^ or small piece of Flint that 
wei^ts no more than three Grains & Drop it into the 
Cruit BB gently as you Can & in a Moment it flies into 
a Thousand peices This I saw tryed over <fe ovw & it 
never Fails nay I Saw a Grain & half of flint Drop'd into 
a Cruit & it did not Instantly break — ^but laying it aside 
& in about 2 or 3 Minutes it flew all to peices — ^these are 
Notorious Facts — ^No one pretends to off^ any accoimt 
ior them but had they been Shown in the Dark Ages of 
the 7*^ 4k 8*** Century nothing could have saved the opera- 
tor from the flames the Devil or his Imps must have 
been conc^nd in Both operaticms to produce Such Sur- 
luriseing EflFects beyond Human Comprehension 

But I verily think the next wond^ull operation 
could not in the Deadest times be applsr'd to such a Sa- 
t^cal power 

Wee have Large Sea Crabs that Wei^ 3 & 4 to 7 or 8 
pound — this Creature by a Wonderful faculty has la 
power in it self voluntarily to Crack & Break of his Great 
k Small L^gs, nothwithstanding his flesh is cover'd with 
80 hard a Shell, it breaks readily & the Fleshy Muscles & 
Ligam^its Divide and the Limb Drops of, I have seen in 
a few minutes Two Large Crabbs Leggless — ^I fancy you 
may try the Experiment, which is no more tiiien Lasdng 
a Crab on its back then take a pair of Iron Pincers, and 
break the Extremities of its Leggs & bruise its Fledi, that 
it may feel pain and if it is of the Same Nature with ours 
it will presently cast of its Legg off in the Middle of the 
Second Joynt from its Body — ^as It is to Long <fe I have 
not Leisure to assigne the cause the fact is Ca*tain you 
will now Dismiss Mee & will Candor Excuse the Inac- 
curacy of these hints, Such as they are you may thank the 
Leisure of Easter Day Evening for them 
I am with mudi Respect 

Y^ affectionate fr^ 

P COLLINSON 
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No Doubt but our WcHrthy Er^ M" Alexander 
will show you the plan of the Moons New 

Moticm 

Pray did you ever make any obe^rvaticms on the 
oppofisam I shall be obliged to you for them 



From John RrUherfurd 

I had the favour of A letta: from you returned me 
from Albany again to New Ywk where I had the pleasure 
of Seeing M" Golden. My Wife was mudi baulked in 
not being able to enjoy more the pleasure of Mrs. Cold- 
en's Company there, haveing been so Constantly plagued 
with Meagrum Headacks, whidi she has allways been 
subject to less or more, that 'twas very seldom she could 
be in Company at all either at home or abroad dureing 
Mrs. Colden's stay there. I tired not a litle at New Yoric 
being allways in A Hurry yet nothing done especially in 
The Assembly where they had a great deal of Bustle yet 
in the end seems resolved to leave all affairs as th^ f oimd 
them showing no less indifference about provideing tor 
their own defence than in assisting their Neibours; Nay 
they wont so much as Consult with, or act in Concert 
Willi The other Provinces refuseing I find to empower 
His Excellency to name Commissioners for that purpose. 
We have foiu* Forts hare Garrisoned by these two Com- 
panys besides Oswego & neither powder or any oth^ 
Ammunition or a days provisions in one of them or in any 
repair; This & Salitoga [sic] remaining still but half fin- 
ished tho if th^ weace would they be good for much. I 
can't imagine what hinders The Frendi from takeing 
Oswego & raiseing Contributions at Albany th^ must be 
in great Straits for provisions or Something we have not 
yet learned. The Patron is now looked upon as certainly 
dying, Dominie Schuyl^ hasbrought up Doct(»rMHjra to 
attend him. I long much to See you, Pray come up as 
soon as you can, I have A Bed ready for you, 'Tis impos- 
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Bible for me at present to pay my respects to you at Cold- 
in^am, not haveing One lieutennant here belonging to 
my Company being eadi at an Out Garrison & only Old 
Capt Blood belonging to The Govemours who is often 
mk, & you know we are but four days March from 
Crownpoint. My Wife begs to Join me in our best re« 
apecta to You Mib, Colden & all Your Good Family, If 
we can't have possibly the Happyness to see Mrs. Colden 
herself here I beg you'd bring O^e of The Young Ladys 
with you & am 
Su- 

Yours most obed^ humble Servant 

John Rxtthbrfubd 
Albany 22^ Aprile 1745 



From Peter CoUvMon 

LoND Aprill 2d 1745 
My Dear IV* 

I hope the Trunk of Goods out 181: 6: 6 Ship* on 
Board Cap^ CcHne are Come Safe to hand & prove Agree- 
able Since that both Silk & Wollen Goods are CJonsider- 

ably Advanced 

I am now so prod^ously Hurryed I can add no More 

but that I am 

rindanedi YouT affectionate IV* 

To P COLUNSON 

Cadwauuuwi Coums Esq' 

New York 
VCapt. Biyaot 



From Peter CoUinaon 

LoND Aprile 26: 1745 
My Dear Pr* 

I did not Expect that I should have foimd any Leisurs 
to answer y' kind Letter of the 8^ Decem Last but I will 
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find time to thank you for the pwoisal of y papers to IX 
Gronovius w*"** I read over & over & was much pleased 
with your Reasons & Objections are of Sudi Weight aa 
must Effect the Linnean System & prevent its being imi- 
versally Received — ^Toumfort & Ray in my Judgment are 
mudi parfarable — take this in general I wish I could be 
more *ticular I really wonder att y^ proficiency in sa 
Short a Time I transmitted those papers by a safe hand 
to Doc' Gronovius who writes directed to J. Bertram by 
(Hargrave) a many Curious Remarks on the things Sent 
by J. Bartram in Distinct pages — could you See them 
they would I am sure give you Entertainmt and putt you 
in a Regular methode for future Inquiries — in Some mat- 
ters I really don't know such ano/ knowing Indefatigable 
Man as Doc Gronovius 

Yours Bro*^ Sent Mee a Letter for you complaining 
He had not heard from you which I inclosed Early in the 
Spring to J. Bartram by Cap Bream who I Desir'd to for- 
ward It to you — I am glad to hear of the Philadelphia 
Society, I certainly think cannot Labour Long when 
Such wonders are all round them Ready brought forth to 
their hands and to Which Wee are great SU'angers Butt 
because you See them Every Day they are thought Com- 
mon & not worth Notice. 

Hither to I have wrote only to blot paper but now 
I tell you Some thing new Do<f ni^t a Physition has 
found the Art of Giveing Such a magnetic power to Steel 
that the poor old Loadstone is putt quite out of Counte- 
nance, His Steel Magnets act on the Needle & transmit 
their power to Knives &c. as the Loadstone — Butt He has 
also ^own a Secret on the Loadstone not Known before 
— ^by Increasing its attractive power to a great D^ree — & 
can att pleasure Change the poles how he pleases — take 
these examples — a Loadstone of a parelle pipepid Form 
he made the opposite Ends South poles & tiie Midle 
quite round all North poles; In another flat Stone he 
made the opposite Ends North poles & the opposite 
Sides South poles In anoHier load Stone of an Irregu- 
lar flat Shape he made half of Each of the flat Siuf aces 
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a North pole & the other half a South Pole— So as that 
the Two half Surfaces opposite Each other, Should be 
of a Contrary DeDommation with many oth^ Changes 
& Varieties Showing He had the power to Impress the 
faculty of Eith^ pole in any part of the Load Stone with 
as mudi ease — ^as a Load stone will Influence a Needlee 

I am ¥*■ 

P COLLINSON 

D Gronovius hopes you'l continue 3^ Remarks & Said 
him seeds of any of jnr V^table production. 



From John Rutherfurd 

Albany 20^ June 1745 
Sir 

The Old Members wwe re-elected hwe by Mr Living- 
ston's giveing up his Son & he & All the Commissioners 
Justices &.a Joining their Interests against Lidius who 
Fm told would have caryed it against 'em all, had Mr 
Johnstown & others who w^*e against the Old Members 
oome to toun, but he & many others deq)airing too soon 
did not come down and gave over acting for Lidiua I 
hope this will find you at New York where I have directed 
it for you A where I'm certain your presence will be ex- 
tr^nely wanted & Your Knowledge <fe experience in af- 
fairs ^dll be thoroughly tryed in getting things done with 
Sudi q)irit as is necessary in so Critical a Juncture of 
affairs both at home and abroad At home from the 
Encroadmients of The Assembly, Abroad in Assisting 
against The Common Enemy. I see by A plan in last 
New^aper That The Fortifications of Loiusbourg are 
quite different from what we imagined when you was 
h&re A so strong that I don't imagine The New England 
Forces would ever have taken it by themselves other- 
wise than by starveing them & now that th^ have the 
assistance of A Number of Men of war & 400 Marines 
doe I think th^ will be able to make themselves Mas- 
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ters of the Place witiiout great aanstance from This Prov- 
inoe. For Boston is exhausted aUready & Britain too dis- 
tant As we ous^t to lay our aooounts that Our En^nys 
will do what is {uroperest for them to do, should th^ 
send A small Army of French & Indians from Quebec 
to harrass our Forces frt>m the Woods & throw in a supply 
of M«i A Provisions to the toun 'twill rend^ it A vay 
tedious si^;e & I hear of no Lines thrown up by our peo- 
ple to defend themselves and Trenches from sudi At- 
tacks nor do I believe 'its eacry to do it The soil being 
rodcy; Soe imless this Province raise a Sufficient number 
of M^i & Provisions Ci^ Bretcm will remain in French 
hands & they'l soon repent their ill timed saveing be 
blamed by all at home & abroad & instead of thanks the 
curses of their Posterity. Twould not be worth while to 
Send fewar than 1600 & the 4 Companys, m all 2000 Mai, 
the 1600 could be raised by Detadiments from the Mi- 
litia viz so many out of eadi 100 deliv^ed by the Capts of 
Militia to The Capts appointed for the Service & this 
done as soon as The Vessels at New York & Albany sIoc^mi 
could be fitted to tranq)ort them which I should be of 
opinion could be done in a f(M*tni(^t if Gentlemen of 
Familys Interest & Character resolve to goe on the expe- 
dition & set about it with Spirit. Govemour Clintoun 
has allready done every thing in his power to promote 
the honour & Inta^est of His Majesty & The Province, 
how ill he has be^i supported in so laudable designs 
hitherto we have seen to the sorrow of all Men of s^ise 
or honour in The Province, And indeed I have Some f eara 
at seeing so many of Last Assembly reelected that it 
may prove difficult to make them understand their true 
interest & proper way of S^rveing themselves The Pub- 
lick & their posterity by doeing what is necessary for sup- 
porting the honour & Interest of This Province & annoy- 
ing our Enemys whom we'l find ten times the expence of 
defending oiuselves against when attacked here, than in 
preventing that, by attacking them when so fair an op- 
portunity offers of doeing it to good purpose. Should 
This Assembly happen to f oUow the example of the last I 
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hope, I dare say The Council will, take the most vigor- 
cos measures, by exerting their own power here & proper 
applications at home, to oblige the Ass^nbly to confine 
themselves to their own proper business of levying what 
money is judged necessary upon the people by the proper- 
est & least oppressive methods & no longer pretend to 
name Treasurer Collectors &. C. when whoever men- 
tioned such a thing at home would be used as A stirrer up 
of Sedition & rebdlion, I own I'm much surprised how 
any Former Govemour could give up His Majestjr's & 
their own power & Authority in so many differ^it things 
intrusted with them, & now lost proves soe prejudicial to 
The Present Govemour & to th^ Publick. As I had 
the pleasure of talking these affiars all ov^ with you 
when you did me the honour of fl. Visit hare, You know 
my way of thinking on these matters & if my comeing 
down, tho' 'twould be very inconvenient, can be of the 
smallest Service I am ready at a mindtes warning. I beg 
your thoughts of affairs as soon as you receive this for I 
know by Hiat time you'l can form Some Judgement of 
them. How does Your Lady & Your Children keep thdr 
healths? Has My Wife any diance of Seeing One of the 
Yoimg Ladys here? She has been out of orda* ever 
since you left & like to lose her but allmost only Com- 
panion here Widow Schuyler who seems just a dying. I 
am D S"^ Sincerely yours <fe. c. <fe. C. 

JOHK RUTHERFUBD 



Cadwallader Colden to Peter ColUnson. 
[Copy] 

Nbw York June 20th 1745 

In my last to you by Bryant which I suspect you have 
not received because he was to deliver it with his own 
hands I told you that I had pleas'd my self with the 
conceit of my being able to explain the Cause of Oravi- 
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tation a point which has hitherto puzled the ablest 
Philosophers My speculations have so far pleas'd my 
self & appear to me to be founded upon sudi evid^it 
principles that I have adventur'd to put them to the 
press in order to have a sufficient number of copies to 
submit it to the examination of the Learned and for this 
purpose I now send nine copies to you that you may give 
them to sudi of your friends as you shall think proper 
Judges. As a meer point of Speculation I think it will 
be acceptable to the curious if it in any manner approadi 
to the opinion I have of it but besides this I think that 
the uses it can be applied to are more considerable for 
in my opinion it opens a Method for improvement in 
Astromony & all the Sciences whidi depend upon it as 
Navigation and Geography which exceeds any thing 
hitherto don. Before I feU upon these thoughts I did 
not sui^ect that the Theory & that the best Tables of 
Equations for the Earths Motion wa:^ defective at least 
not in the degree which I now think they are after many 
calculations which I have made and if an Astronomer err 
in the place of the Earth this error will more or less affect 
every observation which he makes of any of the heavenly 
bodies & will occasion some degree of error in all the 
Deductions which he draws from his observations. I 
propose to give an entire Theory of the Earths motion 
from the Principles in this treatise which I have now 
published which in several parts will be entirdy new I 
propose to explain the Phenomena from those principles 
& some of which tho principal Phenomena in the earths 
motion not so much as attempted by S*^ Is. New^ & show 
that they necessarly follow from them & then to remove 
all doubts I hope to show that it agrees with all the 
observations made by Mr. Mamstead in his Histwia 
Ccelestis to a greater accuracy than can be obtained by any 
thing hitherto published 

The Parliament as I am informed has proposed a 
great reward for the Discovering a Method to find Longi- 
tude at Sea I do not at present pretend to any thing 
of this kind, but I'l presume to say that the aseertaining 
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the Motion of the Earth at all times & disoovering its 
true place with sufficient preciseness is the first step nec- 
essary without which all the others wiU fail & if I be able 
to 6x this one step it will make the future discovery more 
ea^. It is from motives which this opinion of the Accu- 
racy of my Theory suggests that I so earnestly desire to 
be enabled to apply more of the litle part of life which 
remains to me llien my present circumstances wiU allow 
me in bringing my thoughts into ord^ & in forming 
Tables which I hope will exceed any thing whidi has 
yet appeared I all along mean so far as my knowlege of 
Books ^rtends. I have sev^tJ times heard that the 
Duke of Argyle & Earl of Macclesfield have acquired a 
knowledge in all the Parts of Philosophy far exceeding 
what oould be expected from men in their high Stations 
& for that reason if you think proper I should be glad 
that each of them had a copy sent ^em 

We are all now in great hurry in preparing to attack 
the French Settlements in Canada & I am affray'd the 
times are very improper for the speculations in which I 
employ my thoughts. I am not acquainted with the 
Master of this Vessel but I have got a friend to engage 
him to take care of the Packet in whidi the nine copies of 
my piece are inclosed directed to you & that he will keep 
it by him tiU you send for it The title of the treatise is 
An Explanation of the first causes of Action in Matter 
and of the Cause of Gravitation. The Masters name is 
Ferdinando Clark commander of the Snow Sally of 
New York. 

I long'd to hear whether the Papers which your 
favour to me made you put in M*^ Scroopes hand gave 
him any kind of Satisfaction your Silence on that head 
in yomr last I am affrasr'd proceeded fix>m your unwil- 
lingness to say anjrthing that you thought could not be 
agreable to me One design in those papers was to show 
some inconveniences & Disapointments whidi have 
happened to the Nation by putting men at this distance 
at the head of affairs what were not thought capable of 
meanw employments at home & I heartily wish that 
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it may appear there is now no occasbn for sudi obser- 
vations 

Governor Shirley & the People whom he Govema 
have remarkably distinguished themselves & have very 
deservedly obtained the applause of the world while some 
of their nei^bours of whom no notice is taken deserve 
to be distinguished in a very different manner 

Now Dear S' I hope I need not make any apology for 
the trouble I give if I had not thoug}it that your heart 
would approve of the presumption I should not have 
attempted it & otherwise I am sure no apology can be 
made by 
To Mb. Pkeb Colunson 



From Samuel Johnson 

Stratfobd Jun 26 1745 
S^ 

I am obliged to you for your's of y* 16"* & have de- 
layed now till the last Moment of M"^ Watkin's Continu- 
ance here, in hopes I diould receive the Intelligence I 
have been promised & have now again call'd for upon 
the Subject of your Letter — ^As to M*^ Prince he had 
ahnost finished his Letter when he was hurried away 
to Boston upon Some Affairs of his Brother in whic^ 
he could not do without his Assistance & is but lat^y 
returned, & Since his Return has been ever Since M' 
Watkins was here, a dozen Miles out of town till last 
night & I mudi question whether he can be ready with 
the transcript of it before M"" Watkins must go. — ^Nor 
Shall I have D** Hubbards account of the Case At New 
Haven before to morrow So that I beleive I must Send 
them at last by the way of M*" NidioUs of New York. — 
We are intirely well pleased with your Introduction, as 
being the Clearest Method of t^u^hing that Curious 
Science that we have Seen, but it is not So clear to us 
that you really differ from the Bishop: — ^I am p^muuled 
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oould you converse together & explain your Selves to 
eadi other you would find the Di£Ferenoe would oome to 
little or nothing. However I can not yet pretend to be 
a fit Judge, having never thoroughly examined your 
peice — ^for no Sooner did I receive it of M' Prince, but 
I immediately Sent it away to one IK Osbom an ingen- 
ious phjrsician & good Mathematician At Middletown, 
who having read the Bishops peices had a great Curi- 
osity to see Yours, & has not yet returned it. I hope 
e'er long to Send you his Sense of it. 

As far as I can find here has been another Cure per- 
formed with the Inspissated Juice of Pokeweed greatar 
than that at New Haven which I hope to Send you, 
having desired M'' Watkins to call for it, having the 
promise of the woman's Brother that he would write all 
that he knows of the matter. The Woman had what was 
called a Cancer in her Breast whidi had eat it to a very 
great d^ree, & She was told by another Woman, whose 
Breast had been eat off to her bare ribbs, if I remember 
ri^t how She was cured by this Medicine, upon which 
She used it & it perfectly cured h^, but the Operation 
was at first exceeding painful But I refer you h^ 
Brothers Account which if M"* Watkins does not get 
now I will Shortly Send. 

I See by Parker's News paper that you, as I imagine, 
have indeed had Sev«-al Thoughts upon Tar-water, & 
as I appr^end, to very good purpose, And I Should be 
glad you will publish any thing further y^ occurs to you 
aa that or any other Subject, for I like your way of writ- 
ing, very mudi : — ^I was thinking of Sending those papers 
to y* Bp. — ^Thtf* have been Several scorbutic Disorder^ 
in these parts which have found much benefit from the 
use of Tar-water, but I never knew a Cure made by that 
or Scarce any oth^ Medicine equal to that you desire an 
Account of from me: M'' Beadi is a Wealthy Shopkeeper 
in this Town; he had a Negro Boy about 12 years old 
he was very fond of, who proved to have the yawa He 
was Seemingly cured by one IX Russel here in the m^- 
curial way: but in about half a year it broke out again 
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as the ly appr^ended it would: upon this M*^ Beadi 
Sent him to ]> Dupey of New-Yoric who had him sev- 
eral Months & he can tell you his Case better than I 
but he at length Sent him home for an Incurable: & he 
Soon grew so Loathsom that they could not endure him 
in the House, & Shut him up in an out-house, & So k^t 
him Some months; only making him as comfcnrtable as 
his Case would admit & began to expect he would Soon 
die. — ^When Tar water came in Vogue, His Mistress 
obliged him to drink a pint & a half of it ever day, hardly 
hoping it would do any good but in a week or fortni^t 
he was Sensibly mended & went on growing bettar; till 
in about 3 months he became perfectly Sound & well, 
& So has continued to this day whidi is about 6 months 
from the time he b^an to drink & ihete appears not the 
least reason to doubt but he may hold So & he grows 
fleshy. And ih&re is no imaginable means to ascribe it 
to but Tar water, with y^ advantage of his youth This 
is as exact an Account of what may be depended upcm 
for certain fact, as I can give M' Beadi y^ Minister of 
y^ Chh of England at Newtown & Reading Seems to have 
had exactly the Same DiscHtler which y^ Bishop himself 
had, which I think he calls a Nervous Collie, & Tar 
Water has had exactly the same happy Effect upon him 
as it had on y* Bp. I see in the Magazine for last De- 
cember, the famous D"^ Hales (Author of y* vegetable 
Statics) has lately published Some Experiments & ob- 
servations on Tar watar w^ is doubtless vay well worth 
reading. — ^I am 

S' y' most obliged humble Serv^ 

Sa. Johnson. 
I was obliged to write 
in y*" utmost hast which I 
hope you'l be so good as to excuse. 

To 
Oadwalladb Coii>BN Esqc 
at 
Coldenham 
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John Hvbbard to Dr. Samuel Joknson 

Rev^: & Honoured Sir 

I am a^amed you should take so much Pains, thro' 
my Ne^ect, to serve the Publick. I have Nothing to 
^)ologize for m}rself but a Multiplicity of Affairs con- 
tinually sollicitmg my Attendance My Disposition to 
render Mankind easy & happy is, I hope, as great as any 
man^ of my Capacity: but howev» y* be, my Obligation 
to you would have been abundantly sufficient to have 
engaged me in the Service you desired of me. I Sundry 
Times endeavoured to wait upon Cap* Dickerman to get 
a compleat History of his Cure when some Thing or other 
di8^)pointed me. Yesterday I went into tiie Field to 
him, and got as particular an Account from him, as his 
memory, which I believe is very good, would furnish me 
with, which I choose to give in his own Words, as I took 
tiiem from his Mouth. The Account of Isaac Dickerman 
Esq"^ concerning his Cancer. 

"About the 50*** Year of my Age, there appeared on my 
'Tace near my Eye, a small Scab about tiie Bigness of 
"an ordinary Pin's Head, but a Little differently coloured 
"from the Skin, only a little darker: It continued about 
"Six Weeks encreasing, and then came off, and the Skin 
"smooth. In three or four Days it began again and so 
"eDcreaaed and came off as before, tho' something soon^; 
"and so it continued coming on and going off, for some 
"Time, tho' something sooner every Time, till it would 
"oome on, and go off in a Week's Time: and as the Time 
"of it's coming on was diorter it encreased proportion- 
"ably, and would be as big when it came off in a Week, 
"as it used to be when it was longer a growing, and not 
"only so, but it's Sieze enc^reased 'till it was as big as half 
"an Hazel Nut: it grew gradually darker. After a while 
"it was wet imdar the scab, and in three or foiu* Year's 
"Time, there was Corruption und^ it. It was attended 
''generally with a Burning, and sometimes an Idling, as 
"if a Flie had li^tten on my Face, upon a small brush 
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''it ceased. My Cheek was sometimes attended with a 
''smart Pam, as if a Thread was drawn thro it. BIist^*8 
"generally abated the Symptoms, and I felt the same 
"Pain in tiie Blisters Sundry Sort of Means I used 
"seined for a while to do good, but yet in the g^ieral 
"it grew, tiU it got to tiie sieoe before mentioned. I 
"consulted the best Physicians and Ssnrgeons in the 
"Coimtry, who all agreed it was a Cancer, but not of 
"the worst sort They were of Opinion that Nothing 
"would cure it but either hot or cold Iron, but it being 
"so near my Eye, the Consequence was feared, other- 
"wise I should have submitted to the operation. Wait- 
"ing upon Providence till I was about Sixty Years of 
"Age, in the latter End of the Sunmi^, I was informed 
"that the Poke Weed Juice would cure Cancers, upon 
"which I tried it in the following Manner. I applied a 
"new Plaistar, generally once in Twelve Hours: The 
"fiirst Plaister fetched the Scab off without much Pain, 
"the next began to draw, and upon every new Applicar 
"tion the Drawing and Pain encreased. I continued it 
"three Weeks. After the use of it for sometime, up<m 
"the first putting on a new Plaister, the Pain was as 
"great for a few minutes as if hot Embers had been put 
"on. It made three Holes about as big as a Pin's Head, 
"out of which issued Matter like what comes out of a 
"BoiL At the three Weeks End I was discouraged with 
"it, and left it off. Upon leaving it off the Cancar pre&- 
"ently grew much better & seemed ahnost well. About 
"a Month after I applied it again and followed it five 
"Weeks, at the End of whidi I seemed perfectly cured, 
"and the Plaist^ would stick no longer. In about three 
"years it appeared again, and I used as before, and have 
"supposed ever since I had a pefect Cure, till this Spring. 
"I now and then feel the Ssrmptoms of it near my Nose, 
"at some Distance from the original Scab. I am now 
"Sixty Six I made the Ointment in the following Man- 
n^. I took the Leaves, Stalk and Berries & pounded 
"them, & Squeezed out the Juice, and set it in the Sun, 
"in a Pewter Dish, till it came to the Thickness of an 
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''Ointment I took Care that tiie Juioe should be about 
'three Quarters of an Inch deep in the Platter, for I 
''observed if it was shallower it did not make so good 
"Ointment. 

The above is exactly as the Cap^ related his Cure &c. 
to me. He inform'd me, whidi I believe may be worth 
inquiring aftar, that a Daug}iter of Madam Winthrop 
of New London came to him a year or two agoe, with a 
Cancer, he advised her to use the Poke Weed, and y* he 
has heard it has cured h^ I shall probably have Oppor- 
tunity next Week to inform myself, and if the important 
Affair of Cape Breton dos not croud it out of my Mind 
I will improve it and transmit you the Account. My 
best Regard to Madam Johnson I am hon"^ Sir with all 
I)0S8ible Respect your most obliged Friend & v&ry humble 
Serv^ 

John Hxtbbabd. 

[lodarBed] 

The Reverend 

D^ BaM^ JOBUfBOK 

at 
Stratford. 



From Jah. Fred. Oronovius. 
Dear Sir 

Few weeks ago I hath tiie favour by the good care of 
Mr. CoUinson to get Your Lettar dated the 8 Dea 1744. 
with some other papers &o. for which I am very much 
obliged to you. 

In the new Characteres you hath so many curious ob- 
servations, that I immediatly resolved to communicate 
them with IK linneus, having just that time a good 
occasion to send a box to Him by sea: 
As soon I have the answer of the Doctor, I shall com- 
municate it to You. And to you querries in the Letter 
I shal ^ideavour to find time. Howevar in the Examen 
Epicriseos Sigesbekiancse by Browallius You may find 
some dilucidations. I don't remember that there is in 
3 years time printed a book of any value, except the 
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two volumes of Dr. Van Sweetens oommentarys upon 
the Aphorisms of Bo^have, the rest he shall perform 
when he is settled at Vienna. 

Mr. Geogfroy at paris hath printed lately a materia med- 
ica in an exceeding good way, but this book is not to be 
get in Holland. I heard only by a gentleman that 
diowed me the book, that he maketh frequrait mention 
of the flora virg. 

There is also printed at paris a new edition of the Ssrs- 
tema of linneus with severall em^idations about the 
quadrupedia, and insecta; but I have not yet aeea it. 
I am very much obliged to You for Mr. Franklin's book, 
which I don't doubt the next lettar shall bring it to you 
translated into dutch. 

Pray my service to Dr. du Bois, to whom Dr Ens send 
this dissertation. I wish to know how my old acquaint- 
ance D' Johnston from Albania doth. My Nei^bour 
Mr. Heak going in few hom^ to Helvoet, I am obliged 
to finish these and wish you all health and prosperity, 
being 

Your most obediant servant 

John fbed. Gbonovius 
Layden July 9 1745 
Desr PYiend 

this day I received this open but 
sealled within A packet of mine so 
I tooke y* freedom to read it. As 
well as to scribble on it — ^I wish 
I could have understood y*" books 
but as little as I can understand 
lattin I perceive it is a curious per- 
formance 

I hope I have some prety matter 
come from our friend Gronovius 
but not yet opened. If I find any 
thing worth commimicating none 
will do it more readily than they 
friend John Babtram 

Philadelphia 



y* 5 of novem' 
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From Samuel Johnson 

SraATFOBD July 10 1745 

As I conclude what passes tiiro' M*^ Nichols's hands 
to you goes Frank, I take this Opportunity to Send those 
things by the post, which, (tho' I endeavoured hard for 
it,) I could not get together time enou^ to Send them 
ty M^ Watkina & indeed that Case of the Woman I 
oould not get before this Day. I doubt not but you may 
dep^id on these to be true Representations of Fact, being 
taken fix)m y* persons moutiis vwbatim, but I doubt 
whether they are exact enough to answer your Expecta- 
tion, — ^As to M"" Prince's Letter I leave it to speak for it. 
Self, without making any Remarks on that Subject, for 
which I do not think my Self well qualified, especially 
Since I have not yet received your peice from EK Osbum, 
whose Opinion of the matter I hope I shall have Oppor- 
tunity e'ev long to Send you. — ^I should be glad to know 
what you think of M*" Princes performance I wish for 
the sake of those that incline to Study Fluxions, your 
peice could be printed in these parts, & the ralh^ because 
I should be glad to Send the Bp a Copy of it. But I 
conclude there are no Types for Such a purpose. If in 
any thing I can be furth^ useful to you, please to com- 
mand. 

S' 
y' most obedient 
humble Servant 

Samxtbl Johnson. 
P. S. 

After writing this Letter I reviewed your Introduction 
in M** Princes Copy, & do think you have gone as far as 
possible, (& in the most advanageous methods that oould 
be devised,) in assisting the Imagination upon that diffi- 
cult subject But after all I confess I am lost in the Sup- 
position of there being actually an infinite Number of 
parts in a finite Quantity & a Supposition that I cannot 
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see to be at all neoeesary to enter into tiie Doctrine of 
Fluxions, which are not to be supposed the less useful, 
by what the Bp objects against the method that some 
take in hadling them. The Case seems to be only this, 
that we substitute small finite Quantities, sudi as the 
Imagination can easily conceive of, to represent Quan- 
tities vastly & indefinitely large & such as Scarce come 
within the readi of our Imagination: But thence to con- 
clude that there are infinite parts in those finite Quanti- 
ties, because they bear no proportion to those they are 
put to represent, Seems hardly a just condusion. — ^The 
hundred milionth part of the Orbis magnus is some 
thing considerable, can be conceived of, but does it there- 
fore follow that there are actually 100000000 parts mudi 
less an infinite nimiber of parts in a line an inch long 
which is put to represent it? Nor can I be clear in it 
that the supposition of Actual Infinites is necessary in 
order to treat of Incommensurables, Such as Curves with 
r^ard to ri^t Lines &c. — ^However, I am dear in this, 
that I am not qualified (as I said) to write on this Sub- 
ject, & th^*efore shall add no more, nor shall I think 
hardly of it if you consider what I have here hastily said 
as bebig but little to y*" purpose. 

y"S. J. 

[Indorsed] 

To 
Cadwalladb Coums Esq' 

at 
Colden^^liam 

in 
The province of New York 
to the Care of M^ Nicholb post Master. 



SmATFOBD July 12** A: D: 1745 
The account of Hannah Murray Concerning h^ Cancer 
About y* 23* year of my age there appeared on y* Side 
of my breast a Blue Speck about y* bigness of a Com 
of powder, w** Continued about Seven years without any 
knot, but attended once in a while with Sharp pain, after 
whidi term, came a knot as big as a Large pins head, 
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aft^ y^ knot Came it Se^n*^ as if a String waa fastened 
to my breast bone from y* Speck, in a few days after 
y* knot grew as big as an hazel nut, & in a months time 
encreased to y*" bigness of an Egg immediately after y^ 
y* Blue Speck Came off, & thwe Came Clear water from 
under y** Speck, then taking y* advice of y* most Skillfull 
Chinigeons who Concluded y^ it was a Cancer of y* worst 
Sort, I was Directed to a Gentlewoman y^ had been Cured 
of a Cancer, whose Directions I followed & with a bless- 
ing on y^ means I obtained a Cure — She directed me to 
take y® Leaves & Small Branches of Poke weed pound 
them together Squeeze out y*" Juice, put it into Earthen 
pots & Set in y* Sun until it came to y^ thickness of an 
ointment then Spread a plaister on y*" Leaf no bigger 
y" y^ knot (whilest y* Leaf was green to be used, in y* 
winter black Silk,) and to apply a new plaister four or 
five times in 24 hours if I could endure y^ pain, which 
waa Exceeding Sharp, she told me it would make it ap- 
parently worse, for it would draw it to y* out Side from 
y* bottom whidi I found to be true, for in a Small time 
after I used y^ means it opened five holes in my Breast 
y* biggest wha^ y*" Speck was, which was so big as to 
put in y*" end of my thumb. She told me to take no 
physick, nor use any strong drink. Except in case of 
faintness, which means I used from august to mardi, 
and then it healed of a Sudden, & hath been well now 
twelve years 

the above accoimt taken from her mouth 
pa* me 

John Pattebson. 



From Jokn Bartram 

July y* W 1746 
dear frigid 

I have received thy kind letter of June y* 30"* I am sorry 
y* Plumb apricot or Nectarin stones is not come up which 
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I sent thee, no more is any of mine yet I have some 
hopes thay may oome up next year. I intend to send y^ 
seeds of y^ Saurums & starroot when it is ripe in y* fall 
y* roots of y* first is oonmionly called Brest root from 
it excelent vertues in curing sore brests being made into 
A poultise I allso knowed A man that had been long 
affected with A grievous pain of his back & brest with 
great weaJmess & could not find any relife from medi- 
cines until A Palatine man gave him y*" leaves of this 
harb in powder whidi he called Oistar Lade or in our 
terms Aristo Lochia I suppose from 3^ Likaiees of its 
leaves to that plant, this gave him immediate relief & 
as he tould me cured him in A few times takeing it ye 
star root is chiefly used by several for y^ pain of y* stom- 
ack thay boil 3^ root in watar A drink y* decoction aftw 
3^ method of our Indians from whome thay learned y^ 
use of it, I should be mightily pleased with thy good 
Company (which I value very much) and Captain 
Rulherfords at y^ Katskill mountains; If I durst venture 
on such A joiuney this season I would rejoyce in y* 
favour of your Company but at present I am poorly A 
support my acking head on my hand & ellboo leaning oa 
y* table while I scrible ovar this paper I hardly know 
how, my neibouring town ships is sorely distressed with 
Fluxes & fevers in y^ City many diildren dieth & in y* 
Coimtrey many lusty young men so that I think it not 
convenient to leave my family of little hdpless diildreD 
so far from home in so sickly A time I doubt our society 
will be so long A brooding that some of y^ chickings will 
be starved if thay dont seek out themselves in y^ fields 
for food 

relating to y* vertue which I asmbed to oil of turpentine 
I think thee takes my expression after A different sence 
to what I intaided it. indeed I wrote that lettar in A 
hiury & had not tune to take A ooppy of it or scarsly 
look it over after I had wrote it. but as I remembar I 
intended onely to let thee know how much it refreshed 
mee & helped my inward bruise & I thoug}it might hin- 
dar 3^ blood from coagulating but I hope thee did not find 
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any place in my letter wherein I ascribed y^ reduction 
of y^ dislocated rib to y* oil as thee seems to question my 
ribs being dislocated I shall freely tell tiiee my reasons 
for believing thay was eleven O'Clock Ant mmd 3^ 
horse gave mee A kick with all his force by y* spine on my 
short ribs I stood y*" stroke but could not fetch my breath 
until I laid down on y* ground & roled about & then I 
both felt & heard y^ end of one or more of my ribs slip 
in & out of y* socket of my back bone as I drawed A full 
breath then I got up & walked about A 100 yards to my 
house & was helped of with my doathes & put to bed in 
great pain & v&ry fainty I presently took 8 drops of y* 
oil which aa I believe refreshed mee exceedin^y then 
my wife looked at my back & where y* blow was given 
was turned black & sweled & my pain was vay sharp in 
my left side from y* Stwnum to y* spine & on y* least 
motion my Diaphragma would be so contracted that I 
oould harly draw breath imtil it relaxed again & when 
I drawed A full breath my wife could hear my rib snap 
into its place again tho she was sevaul yards of — she 
soon got some rum & salt & bathed my back which soon 
tooke away 3^ blackness & swelling & eased y^ pain she 
bathed it often with y^ rum & salt for 2 days & nights 
& I took y* oil ev^y 6 hours this method I tooke in order 
to hind^ y^ blood from stagnating presently af tar y^ 
first application of y^ salt the pain & blackness was re- 
moved but upon y^ least motion my brest & undar my 
short ribs would be pained & contracted so that I oould 
hardly get breth I suppose y* blow drove 3^ lowamost 
ribs foreward & strained y*" midrif for there y^ pain & 
cramp seemed y^ worst which engaged me to ly as still 
aa A log by which y^ rib kept it place so well that we never 
heard it snap in after y* first day — ^y* reduction of my 
rib I ascribe to taking A full breath & keeping it in its 
right place to stillness & lying quiet 
After I had passed 48 hours after this manner & par- 
oeiving no si^m of any blood stagnating in my brest 
(for I was very free from A fever) I ordered A streng}i- 
ening plaster to my back & A discutient one to my brest 
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which I kept on 3 weeks now dear friend I have Candidly 
laid before thee 3^ symptoms & method of Cure & leave 
thee to Judge whether there was not a dislocation & 
whether I did not consider these symptoms reasonably 
& endeavour to apply propa* means for their Cure 
some p^'sons advised me to flebotomy but I trusted to 
y^ oil to answer that article — ^I have not room to take 
perticular observations of thy curious lettar must defer 
it to another time — ^y* seed whidi y* sent me for y* bush 
squash groweth finely but all runs about strongly 3ret I 
believe thee sent y^ ri^t sort for most of them growed 
upri^t at first but our heat drawed them out such A 
length that thay leaned to y^ groimd & now runns in long 
vines like others but very large y^ leaves near 18 indies 
diameter: if paper did not confine me I should wear out 
thy patience but I hope thy generosity will excuse thy 
friend 

John Babtbam 

[Indorsed] 
For dr 
Cadwalamb COUMN 
IVee 
B.S. 



From Jokn Rutherfwrd 
Dear Sir 

I'm sorry to find by yours of the 15"* Instant & by 
One befor from New York that there's nothing now to 
be expected from this Province eith^ for their own 
honour or His Majestys Service so I shan't trouble you 
with one word more of Politicks; but have S«Qt you 
down Leibnitz's Systems explained & defended & Popes 
Ethick Epistles now admired in all Languages & for 
as General & Moderate as they are, yet Criticised & 
foimd fault with in Most languages & allways by wrong 
Translation & his meaning taken wrong when you've 
done with that I'l Send you some mcnre of his Works & 
wh^i you've finished this of Leibnitz I'l Send you his 
Theodic6e. Takeing Cape Breton surprised me as mudi 
as if I had never heard of the Attack for I never Imagined 
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The PVench would allow A Place of that Consequence to 
be so ill provided of Powder which it seems obliged them 
to Surrender haveing only left 44 Barrels scarce enough 
for one dajrs fireing. Tis a Plaguey affair to See the 
Indians now tradeing here one day & goeing to War 
against New England next; Our Sadiems are not yet 
returned from Canada tho they've been expected for 
Some time; We hear of no more Murthers since the first 
two in En^and, their Scouts with the Assistance of their 
line of Forts fri^tens the Indians from attempts, whidi 
I find they allways make by Stealth dareing notiiing 
op^y. Ftay does Our Philadelphia Bottanist come to 
Catsldll or not, Tm resolved to goe in Search of Tree & 
Stmib Seeds soe if you meet with any you think worth 
while in the mean time cause gatiier & dry 'em for me, 
If I dare leave this place soe long in the present situation 
of affairs, viz: No officers, & it chance of need for them 
here, II Venture then on A day or two with you at 
Coldingham, In the mean time my best req)ects to all 
Your good Family & believe me 
Sir 
Your Most obed^ Humble 

Servant John Rxtthbbfobd 
Albany 30th July 

1746 
dndoraed] 
To 
The Honoonble 
Oadwalladb Coumn Esq' 
at 

Cddinghftm. 



Obiervations of Cadvyallader Golden upon the plan 

against Louiaburgh lllfi. 

[Undated] 

The Plan in general seems from the knowlege I have 
of the Gec^^phy of the Country to be exceedingly well 
concerted yet some difficulties occur to me in the Exe- 
cution whidi do not appear to be sufficiently obviated. 
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By any Information which I have had vessels of the 
Burthen mentioned in the plan may pass from Quebec 
to Montreal but then it is to be consider'd that 30 
leagues above Quebec there is no tide but allwise a strong 
fresh Water Stream whidi frequently makes the passage 
from Quebec to Montreal very tedious if the Winds prove 
contrary. That the River in many places is full of Islands 
& consequently may require good pilots which it will be 
difficult for us to obtain & there is the more reason to 
guard against this if the Information which I have be 
true that the Frendi themselves after th^ pass Trois 
rivi^^ in their way from Quebec to Montreal never sail 
in the night tho' the wind be fair & they be in such dan- 
ger of a tedious passage in case the wind fail. It may 
likewise be Questioned wheth^ vessels of Burthen can 
be carried by the force of oars alone against the Stream 
of S* Lawrence river 

As to any hopes of the Cagnawaga Indians leaving 
the French or accepting of a Neutetdily Utile stress oug}it 
to be laid upon it because I believe these pocnr ignorant 
people are entirely influenced by the Frendi Priests tho' 
their morals might make one think they wa^ influenced 
by no religeon yet every days expmence Shows strong 
enthusiasts without any morality especially among the 
papists. I doubt mudi that the numbers of the six 
Nations that will join with us together with the Virginia 
Indians and others will amount to 1500 men for I ques- 
tion vay mudi if we diall be able to draw 500 from all 
the six nations & my reason for it is this that the French 
Politics of making those Neutrals of whom they have 
no hopes of ingaging on their side has prevailed vary 
much among our Indians The French have been v&ry 
industrious in propogating this maxim or piece of Policy 
among all our Indians & Perhaps the moravians are their 
tools for this purpose while we have taken no pains to 
guard against this artifice & if I be not mistaken the 
Traders at Albany have been so far from opposing the 
Frendi designs in this Step that they have rather pro- 
moted them in hopes of being th^oiselves comprehended 
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in the Neutrality & tho now ihey may see their folly in 
{his step it may not be in our pow^ to make the Indians 
alter their measures What others may do I cannot say 
but I am perswaded that the trading part of the City 
of Albany have lost all influence over our Indians 

To trust ^itirely to two or 3 Indians to cany the ad- 
vice of the arival of the fleet in the River St Laurence 
by way of the oiher Kill seems to me to be too precarious 
it must be sent in my opinion different ways & not en- 
tirely trusted tp Indians since upon this advice all the 
operations of that part of the Army whidi goes by land 
must depend 

The alteration proposed to be made in the scheme 
fonn'd at homes seems to me to be on very cogent rea- 
sons & I shall add another whidi weighs with my self. 
The Levies in the Southern parts of this Gov^mnent 
will diiefly consist of Irish servants lately freed from 
their S^ritude & I believe those of the more southan 
Colonies will be generally sudi likewise & who have not 
been accustomed to the Woods or to the use of firearms 
as the inhabitants on the IVontiers generally are. These 
servants are likewise generally papists & for that reason 
great numbers & in this case perhaps they may be the 
greater number cannot with safety be trust^ in an 
undisciplined Army whose officers have had no expe- 
rience in command going against an Ennemy of their own 
Religeon as the army to go by land must certainly be 
But if they be sent with the regular /bx)ops & with the 
fleet ^ere may be no danger from them in this respect. 
And tho there arival at Louisburgh may be too late for 
Ihe fleet to wait for them a small convoy may be suffi- 
cient to carry them after the fleet 

But as to that part of the Scheme whidi purposes 
that the part of the Army whidi is to march by land 
diould pass by Crown point without attempting to reduce 
that Garrison strong objections occur to me First it is 
against the General maxims of War to leave any Forti- 
fications of the Ennemy behind & if the general & fixed 
niles be neglected in case of any misfortune the Conduct 
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of the Generals or of the (Council idiidi advisee will be 
liable to exceptions that cannot be easily got over. The 
Wisest Men cannot foresee ev^y aooedrat that may 
defeat the best concerted measures & therefor unforeseen 
accidents must be guarded against by observing the gen* 
eral rules as well as those that are foresee! by special 
precaution 



^CadwaUader Golden to 

[Copy] 

COLDINGHAM Aug 7**" 1745 

As I receive no mann^ of benefit since the War with 
France by the Surv' Gen^ office & that I at this time have 
been at more than my common expence by my son 
Cadwallader's Marriage & settling besides the more than 
usual constant expence now in time of War of a large 
family it is necessary for me to mind my private business 
more carefully to avoid all the extraordhiary expence I 
can & therefor I must desire of you from our friendship 
to my family to make my excuse to the Gentlemen of the 
Council in case they incline to require my attendance 
next Session since as I conceive there can be no necessity 
for it for the whole time of y* Session in going through the 
formalities of passing bills The attendance on the Ck)un- 
cil puts the Gentlemen who live in town to no extraor- 
dinary expence & there number is sufficient We in the 
country may therefor hope to be excused when thwe is 
no necessity but if it be thought requesite that some of 
us who live in the Country attend as M"^ Livingstone did 
not attend last Session & has not in general given his 
attendance so often as I have & has not the same excuse 
which I have I hope my excuse may be preferred to his. 
I suppose that the Business of the Session is concerted 
before the meeting & when that is don as I take it the 
business of the Council is litle else besides formality 
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because we have no parties or disputes among us When 
ever my attendance shall be thought to be of real use I 
shall very dieerfuUy give it but wh^i it is not so I hope 
it will not be insisted on or that M' Livingstone & I be 
so far indulged as to give our attendance by turns As 
I am no way upon the reserve in giving any assistance 
at this time I shall freely teU you one thing whidi in 
my opinion ought to be thought of before the meeting 
of the assembly & measures concerted concaning it 
There is no doubt but that the taking of Cape Breton 
mrill give uneasy appr^ensions to Canada & that thejr'l 
expect to be attacked next. They must of course think 
of every thing to prevent this I know of nothing in their 
power likely to be so effectual as inciting our own Indians 
to revolt against us which with the assistance of the 
Frendi & French Indians would give us work enough at 
home And that the French are actually upon this pro- 
ject I think appears plainly enough by the conduct of 
our own Indians at this time. Our Indians the Mohawks 
in particular by all accounts are very much dissatisfied 
& have been so many years & several of them gon this 
summer to Canada und^ this ill disposition When I 
was among them above seven years since they were so 
& by all the Information I can obtain it has not lessened 
but increased It seems to me likewise certain that the 
Indians are so far from having any Confidence in the 
men who have the Commission for Indian affairs that 
they have an absolute diffidence of y°* Neither have the 
People of the County of Albany any confidence in them 
it is impossible then that the Indian affairs can be well 
managed in their hands It is not difficult to discover 
from what this arises but be it from what ever cause 
This Diffidence of it self makes it necessary to put 
the management into other hands & in my opinion the 
Indian affairs will be better managed by one or two than 
by such a number as now are in commission eiq)ecially 
in time of War whidi requires in all urgent cases at least 
the greatest secrecy & greatest dispatdi. * There is no 
doubt it will be easier to find one or two men fit to be 
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intrusted then twenty as the case now is. Periiaps this 
may occasion a grtoter expence because when people 
serve the publick without any private view th^l expect 
a different pay from what will satisfy those who make up 
of publick implosnnent only to their private profit but 
be that expence what evet since it is necessary it must 
be provided for In my opinion it is more necessary for 
the defence of the province than the Fortifications about 
the City of New York It will be of immediat & certain 
use in securing the agriculture & trade whereas the use 
of those Fortifications can only be casual. I am likewise 
of opinion that his Excellency's Meeting with the In- 
dians will not be of that use which is expected unless 
the present Disposition of the Indians be first taken off 
by a continued & assiduous application of such means 
as may be necessary for tiiat purpose neither can he till 
tiiis is don have sudi information as may be necessary to 
treat with them effectually 

Now S' if sudi an expence be so necessary as it ap- 
pears to me it must be provided for what ev^ it be but 
I believe that if the money usually given to the Com" 
of Indian affairs for that Service & the Duties on the 
Indian Trade were put under proper regulation the ex- 
traordinary expence will not be so great as at first may 
be imagined. 

Before I conclude I tiiink it propo* to inform you of 
some particulars with in my own knowlege which makes 
what I now propose seem absolutely necessary to me 
When I was in the Mohawks country I carried some men 
with me who were tiiought to have & pretended to have 
the greatest influence on the Indians & who still pret^id 
to that influence & yet were so far from having any such 
influence tiiat tiie Indians abhorr'd them & I found when 
I ti*avell'd through the County of Albany in may last 
that every man with whom I conversed (not an Indian 
trader) have at this time the same opinion. I had like- 
wise an opportunity to observe that the Indians natu- 
rally are not diffident of tiiose who have not abused 
their confidence for the Indians trusted me on several 
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occasions in whidi the people of Albany then with me 
said it was rediculous to desire it of them & whidi Uiey 
afterwards confessed had never been allow'd to any of 
them & for these reasons I think that if the management 
of the Indian affairs were put into proper persons hands 
we will soon find a good effect from it 

Now S** if there be any resoluticm to take the Indian 
affairs xmder consideration next Session to any purpose 
like what I propose I will if desir'd cheerfully go to toim 
to give my assistance if my assistance shall be tiiought 
usefull from my formerly having taken as mudi pains 
to be informed of the Indian affairs & treaties both with 
the FiDglidi & Frendi but if nothing more is likely to 
pass the Ck>uncil than the necessary money bills & the 
common affairs I hope for the reasons I have giv^i I 
may be excused & for this purpose I beg of you (if you 
think it proper) to conmiunicat what I now write to the 
Gentlem^i of the Council 



From Benjamin Franklin 

Philad* Au^ 16 1746 
Sir 

I received your Favour of the 20^ past, with your 
medical Piece ^idos'd the Reading of whidi gave me a 
great deal of Pleasure. I show'd it to our Friend M' 
Bairam, who carried it home, and, as he since tells me, 
is taking a Copy of it; His Keeping of it for that End 
has prevented my Showing it to any other Gentlemen 
as you desired; and hUher to prevented my Writing to 
you upon it as I intended. But lest you should conclude 
me the very worst Correfiqpondent in the World I shall 
delay no longer giving you some Thoughts that occurred 
to me in Reading of it; chusing rather to be blam'd for 
not writing to the Purpose, tiian for not Writing at alL 

I am extreamly pleas'd with yoxxt Doctrine of the 
Absorbent Vessels intermix'd with the perspiratory Ducts 
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both on the external and internal Superficies of the Body. 
After I had read Samtorius, I imagined a constant Stream 
of the perspu*able Matter issuing at Every Pore in the 
Skin: But then I was puzzled to account for the Effects 
of mercurial Unctions, for the Strangury sometimes oc- 
casioned by an outward Application to the Flies, and the 
like, since whatever Virtue or Quality mi^t be in a 
Medicine laid upon the Skin, if it would ^iter the Body 
it must go against Wind and Tide, (as one may say). 
jy Hales help'd me a little, when he informed me, (in 
his Vegetable Statics) that the Body is not alwasrs in 
a perspirable but Sometimes in an imbibing State, as 
he expresses it; & will at Times actually grow heavier 
by bdng exposed to a moist Air. But this did not quite 
remove my Difficulty, Since, as these Fits of Imbibing 
did not appear to be regular or frequent, a Blistering 
Plaister mi^t lie on the Skin a Week, or a mercurial 
Ungent be us*d a Month, to no purpose, if the Body 
should so long continue in a perspirable State. Your 
Doctrine, whidi was quite new to me, makes all eaqr, 
since the Body may perspire and absorb at the same 
Time, tiiro' the different Ducts destin'd to those different 
End& 

I must own, however, that I have one Objection to 
the Explanation you give of the Operation of These Ab- 
sorb^its. That They should communicate with the 
Veins, and the Perq>irant8 with the Arteries only, seems 
natural enough; but as all Fluids by the hydrostatical 
Law press equally in all Directions, I question whether 
the mere Direction of one of tJiose minute Vessels (where 
it joins with a Vein or Artery) with or against the Stream 
of Blood in the larger Vessel, would be sufficient to pro- 
duce such contrary Effects as perspiring and absorbing. 
If it would, both Perspirants and Absorbents mi^t pro- 
ceed from the Arteries only, or from the Veins only, or 
from both indifferently; as by the figure in the Margin, 
whether the Vessel a 6 is a Vein or an Artery, if the Stream 
moves from a to &, the minute communicating Vessel c 
shall be a Perspirant, and d an Absorbent, and contrary if 
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it moves from & to a. — ^Yet I camiot say, I am c^i^ain the 
m^re Direction of the Vessels will have no Effect; I only 
suq>ect it, and am making a little Machine to try an 
Experiment with for Satisfaction Tis a S]rphon made of 
two large Joints of Carolina Cane united at e, into which 
two small glass Tubes / & gr are to be ins^iied one on the 
descending and the other on the ascending Side. I pro- 
pose to fill the S]rphon and the two glass Tubes with 
Water, and, when 'tis playing unstop at the same Instant 
the Tops of both glass Tubes, observing in whidi the 
Water sinks fastest. You Shall know the Success. — 
I conceive the Pressure of the Atmosphere on the Aper- 
tures of the two glass Tubes to be no way different from 
the Pressure of the same on the Mouths of the Perspirants 
and Absorbents; &c if tiie Water sinks equally in the 
two Tubes, nowwithstanding the Direction of one 
OQdi'Mt and the other with the Slaream, I shall be ready 
to think we must look out for another Solution. — ^You 
will say, perhaps, that 'twill then be time Plough, when 
the Eiq>eriment is. try'd and Succeeds as I suspect; yet 
I cannot forbear attempting at one before hand, while 
some thoughts are present in my Mind. If a new Solu- 
tion should be found necessary, this may be ready for 
Consideration 

I do not remember that any Anatomist that has 
fallen in my Way, has assigned any other Cause of the 
Motion of tJie Blood, thro' its whole Circle, than the 
contractile Force of the Heart, by which that Fluid is 
driven with Violence into the Arteries, and so continu- 
ally propell'd by Repetitions of the same Force, till it 
arrives at the Heart again. May we, for oiu* present 
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Purpose, Suppose another Cause, producing half the 
Effect; and say, that the Ventricles of the Hearty like 
Sjrringes, draw when they dilate, as well as force when 
they contract? That this is not unlikely, may be judged 
from the Valves Nature has plac'd in these Arteries to 
prevent the Drawing back of the Blood in those Vessels 
when the Heart dilates, while no Sudi Obstacles pre- 
vent its Sucking (to use the vulgar Expression) from the 
Veina If this be allow'd, and the Insertion of the Ab- 
sorbents into the Veins, and of the Perq)irants into the 
Arteries, be agreed to, it will be of no Importance in 
what Direction they are ins^ted: For, as the Branches 
of the Art^ies are continually lessening in their Diam- 
eters, and the Motion of the Blood decreasing, by means 
of the encreas'd Resistance, ihete must, as more is con- 
tinually pressed on b^ind, arise a kind of Crouding in 
the Extremities of those Vessels which will naturally 
jorce out what is contain'd in the Perspirants that com- 
municate with them. This lessens the Quantity of Blood, 
so that the Heart cannot receive again by the Veins all 
it had disdiarg'd into the Arteries, which occasions it to 
draw strongly upon the Absorbents that communicate 
with them. And thus the Body is continually perspir- 
ing and imbibing. — ^Hence, after long Fasting, the Body 
is more liable to receive Infection from bad Air; and 
Food, before 'tis sufficiently chylified, is drawn crude into 
the Blood, by the Absorbents that open into the Bowels. 
— ^To confirm this position, tiiat tiie Heart drome as well 
as drives tiie Blood, let me add tiiis Particular. If you 
sit or lean long in such a Manner as to compress the 
principal Artery tiiat Supplys a Limb with Blood, so 
that it does not furnish a due Quantity, you will be b&Ot 
sible of a pricking Pain in the Extremities like that of a 
tiiousand Needles; and the Veins, tiiat us'd to raise your 
Skin in Ridges, will be (with tiie Skin) sunk into Qian- 
nels; tiie Blood being drawn out of them, and their Sides 
press'd so closely togetiier, that 'tis with Difficulty and 
slowly that the Blood afterwards ent^*s them when the 
compress'd artery is reliev'd. If the Blood was not 
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drawn by the Heart, the (DompreesLon of an Art^y could 
not empty a Vein; and I conjecture that the pricking 
Pain is occasioned by the Sides of the Small Vessels being 
pressed togeth^. 

I am not without Apprehensions, that this Hsrpothe- 
sis is either not new, or, if it is new, not good for any 
Thing. It may howevo*, in this Letter, (with the en- 
dos'd Paper on a kindred Subject) serve to ediow the great 
Confidence I place in your Candour, since to you I so 
freely hazard myself (tdtra crepidcm) in Medling with 
Matters directly pertaining to your Profession, & entirely 
out of the way of my own. If you give yourself the 
Trouble of Reading them, 'tis all I can modestly expect 
Your Silence about them afterwards will be Sufficient to 
convince me, that I am in the wrong; and that I ought 
to study the Sciences I dabble in, before I presume to 
Set Pen to Paper. I will endeavour howev^ to make 
you Some Amends, by prociuing you from better Judges 
some bett^ Remarks on the Rest of your Piece; and 
shall observe your Caution not to let them know from 
whom I had it. 

The Piece on Fluxions I purpose shortly to read 
again, and that on the several Species of Matta*, when 
you Aa31 have what little I shaU be able to say about 
tiiem. 

The Members of oiu* Society here are very idle Gen- 
tlem^i; they will take no Pains. I must, I believe, alter 
tiie Scheme, and proceed with the Papers I have and 
may receive, in the Manner you advise in one of your 
former Letters. The mention of your former Letters 
puts me in mind how much I am in Arrear with you: 
Like some honest insolvent Debtors, I must resolve to 
pay ready Money for what I have hereafter, and dis- 
charge the old Debt by little and little aa I am able. 

The Impertinence of these Moskito's to me, (now I 
am in the Humour of Writing) prevents a great deal of 
mine to you, so that for once tiiey are of some use in the 
World. I am Sir Your most hum**** Serv* 

B. FaANKLIN 
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From Hcumah Lithgow 

Philad* Aug^ y* 30*^ 1745 
Sir 

I am scHTy to hear, by M" Armit, that you thmk I used 
you rudely in my last. If you can remember & will oooly 
oonsider y* contents of yoiu* several letters, especially y* 
last, you must needs be sensible, that the harsh expres- 
sions which you w«re offended at, where only direct an- 
swers to your unkind, & positive assertions of things, 
whidi on your part were only surmises, but which had I 
taken your word for, & complied with yoiu* consequent 
demand had a manifest tendency to my ruin. 
I am very willing to let M' Armit see tiie deeds, & papers, 
relating to the Lands in question which as I told you be- 
fore are all in my hands, M"^ Lawrence is no way directly 
concerned in the thing, my intent in acquainting you, 
that the money whidi I payd y* Wid'' Henderson was 
borrowed of him, by a friend on my behalf, was only to 
make you sensible, that my Husband selling the Lands to 
y* Doct', & my rebying it of his Widow, was not a pre- 
meditated contrivance, to secure the Lands to me, to the 
prejudice of the right Heir, (as I can easily make i^pear,) 
but a real, lawful sale, from my Husband, & after his 
death, an accidental & unintended purchase of mine aftar 
advising with my Husbands Master M*^ Murray and M' 
Smith of New York, who were well acquainted with y* 
state of y* case, & told me, I might do it with safety, 
& which since your writing to me, has been confirmed by 
oiu^ most able counsellor at Law h^re, who on my lajning 
the case, and deed before him, told me, my title was 
good I remain 

Sir Your humble Servant 

Hannah Lithgow 

For 
Mr Cadk Couxin 
These 
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From James Alexander 

NiwTORK Sep' !•* 1745 
Sir 

on the 29^ past Bryant anived, he brou^t the en- 
closed to you from CoUinson 

he brings also the quadrant for the proprietors of 
East Jersey, in whidi they are Served pretty mudi as 
we were with the Circiunferenters £30 Sterling was the 
price first proposed at, but Sissons ace' comes to £47 
odd shillings, & insurance & freight make it amount to 
£60 Sterlmg 

But to make up for this, Ck)llinson assures me that 
the Earle of Madesfield & many otha^ Curious men have 
Seen it & Say its the best piece of work that ever was 
done of its bigness, that its cheap at Sissons price & 
Sisson Says he would not make Such another for the 
same sum, & that by M' Grahams directions concerning 
it which have been thro the whole followed it proves 
good b^ond Expectation — ^With it comes a Certificate 
Signed by J Bevis & Ja. Short that they observed many 
Starrs with it, & took down the results of the observa- 
tions Severally that they Seldon disagreed upon Com- 
paring above 10 Seconds oftenist not above 5 Seconds 
& often Exactly agreed, & Say that any person but 
tola:^ly skilled in takeing observations can depend upon 
an altitude by it within half a minute — ^Under that M' 
Graham approves of what th^ certify & Sajrs it can be 
Depended upon within Less than half a minute; and if 
all this be true as I hope it is then is the instrument as 
good again as was Expected viz one to observe within 
one minute, but instead of it this is one, that observes 
with in half that 

I have also with it about 9 pages of Directions tor 
Setting it & Observing with it Signed by J. Bevis who 
Desires the favoiu^ of what Observations are made with 
it, & promises to Send them back with all the proper 
allowances Computed 
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I have also a List of 44 Stars near the senith of 41 
with their ri^t asoension & Declination to the jrear 1744 
with the annual variations greatest aberrations & Longi- 
tude of ihe Sun whai the aberration is nothing, & rule 
to find it in all places, As Observed by Ja. Bradley with 
a Quadrant of Eight feet radius, Bradl^ is now the Kings 
Astronomer at Greenwidi & Succeeds Halley 

This of the aberration of the fixed Starrs which was 
first Discovered by Bradley, will occasion two new col- 
umns hereafter in all Catalogues of the Starrs viz a col- 
umn of the Longitude of the Sun when the Aberration is 
nothing, & another colimm of the greatest aberration of 
the Starr, the first hint that I ever mett with of this was 
in Gardners Surveying whidi you have, & afterwards I 
mett with. Bradleys account of it in the Philosophical 
transactions, how by accident he discovered it by a Sector 
made by Graham whidi was to be Depended on within 
two Se(X)nds, & as he was so Lucky as first to Discover 
it So he accounted for the reason of it viz the Earths 
velocity in its orbit compared with the velocity of Lig^t 
— I am 

Sir 

Your most humble Servt 

Jas. Alexandbb. 



CadwaUader Golden to Samuel Johnson 
[Copy] 

Sept' 3* 1745 
S' 

I am mudi obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken in examining the Introduction to Fluxions By the 
Method you have taken you show tiiat you perfectly 
understand my sense of the matter and as you can 
observe no falsdiood in the Principles or error in the 
deduction I may conclude it is ri^t & that without 
assuming much to my self wh^i every mathematican 
before me since the invention of the method has agreed 
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in the same thing On the contrary it might look like 
presumption to say that the greatest men have all con- 
tinued blundering in their own science & that these blun- 
d^-s should allwise discover the truth Your only objec- 
tion is that the Doctrine of Fluxions cannot subsist with 
jy Berkely's principles that therefore the one or the 
other must be false If it be really inconsistent with his 
principles (whidi I know not that it is for I do not 
understand them) this inconsistency will give a stax)ng 
prejudice to his Doctrine & what you observe that while 
3rou read his books you know not where to fix for a fal- 
lacy in his reasonings but after you have laid his books 
aside all his notions seem to be mere Chimera's gives a 
strong suspicion of a sophism for it is just in this manner 
that the mind is affected by sophisms. As to what you 
obsa*ve that all oiu* Ideas must be finite & must bear 
some proportion to each other it may be necessary to 
observe the different senses that word idea is taken in 
for sometimes it is taken for the picture or representa- 
tion of any thing whidi we have received from our senses 
k in this sense certainly all our Ideas are finite at other 
times it is taken in a more large sense for any kind of 
Conception we form or perception we have of anything 
or proposition & I think that an infinite difference must 
necessarily be suppos'd in these conceptions For exam- 
ple IVom the conception we have of God & of a creature 
we necessarily conclude there must be an infinite differ- 
ence so Likewise between the Conceptions we have of time 
& eternity Perhaps this Distinction between Ideas in 
the Strict s^ise & conceptions or perceptions of the mind 
in the large sense may lead to discover the Bishops Step 
in his^ Deduction for if I remember right he does not 
distinguish them tho they be essentially different & the 
effects of essentially different agents Whether the Bishop 
thinks that God & eternity exists only in the mind as he 
supposes that time & all his creatures do I know not or 
whether we can conceive the mind otherwise than infinite 
when we suppose there is no space without it I dare not 
suppose because this would lead to a kind of spinosism & 
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therefor as I said before I do not understand what the 
Bishop would prove I shall detain you no long^ than to 
repeat my thanks for the trouble you have taken & to a»- 
sure you that when I know how to serve you I will dieer- 
fuUy do it & in the mean time woiild gladly continue a 
correspondence with you 



CadwaUader Colden to Samtiel Johnson 

[Copy] 

Sept' 3* 1745 
S' 

I thank you heartily for the trouble you have taken 
to procure me the accounts of the cure of a Cancer by 
the Pokeweed & of the Yaws by Tar Wata*. My design 
in desiring it was to make the knowledge of such bene- 
fical medecines more general as well as for my own pri- 
vate benefite & for this reason I have thou^ts of pub- 
lishing them in some shape or other But as inducement 
for further trial of their Virtue can only depend on the 
opinion y^ readers have of &e Veracity & Judgement 
of the Relator's it may seem necessary to give the names 
of the parsons throu^ whose hands the Account passes 
for according to their Characters the evidence will 
appear stronger or Weaker And when one advises an- 
other to trust his health or his life to any method it 
seems incumbent to give him all the evidaice you can 
for such confidence for in a Cancer for example by fol- 
lowing any method that proves imsuccessfull the dis- 
temper advances in the mean time so fast that anotha* 
method of cure whidi mi^t have been successfuU ccmies 
too late Please then to tell me whether I may mention 
your name & your opinion of the Veracity of the perscms 
who relate the Facts It would be an advantage to have 
some more Histories to confirm the evidence of the Vir- 
tue of these Medecines & it seems more may be got 

I give you the trouble of my lettar to M' Prince in 
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return to his favour & leave it open to you that you may 
see the only answ^ I can give to the single objection he 
made to the Introduction to Muxions As to what you 
oheearve of the method of Proximation I must allow there 
is some similitude to that of Fluxions but then ^&re is 
this di£fer^ice that in approximation the mind observes 
that the solution after all that can be don is not paiect 
tho it come nearer & nearer to the truth it is never per- 
fectly true After a 1000 corrections it will still admit of 
an amaidmait but by the method of Fluxions it is 
lm)u^t the nearest the truth possible at one Operation 
& the minds clearly sees that no further correction is 
possible. As to the Publiediing of the Introduction to 
Fluxions I am willing to contribute every thing in my 
power for the publick bendSit as the advancement of 
every kind of knowl^e certainly is And I believe there 
would be no difficulty from the want of Types because 
the printers can make them but I am affray'd whatev^ 
you or two or three more may think of the use of printing 
it it would not prove beneficial to the printar but other- 
wise for I doubt if 20 copies would sell I sent you the 
Reflections on Tar Water printed by them 



Proclamation of Gov. George Clinton 

By his Excellency The HonW* George Clinton Esq' 
Capt" General and Govemour in Chief of the province 
of New York and Territories thereon depending in Amer- 
ica Vice Admiral of the Same and Vice Admiral of the 

Red Squadron of his Majesties fleet 

A PROCLAMATION 

Prohibiting all Traffick and Correspondence between his 

Majesties Subjects of this province and all Indians in 

League with the Frendi. 

Whereas it has been Credibly Represented to me that 

the Indians of Canada under Colour and pretence of a 

Treaty of Neutrality Concluded between them and the 
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Nations of Indians in the British Interest have hith^- 
to during the presait Warr with the Frendi had frequent 
Traffick Intercourse and Correspondence with his Mat*^ 
Subjects of the County of Albany whereby the Enemy 
are not only Supplyed with several Species of Goods and 
Merchandizes which (as things are Circumstanced at 
Present) they Could not otherwise procure But by their 
Indians haveing free Access to the City of Albany and 
by their passing and Repassing throu^t our Frontiers 
into the Heart of the Coimtry without Control or Inter- 
ruption, they have thereby also frequait and Constant 
Opportunitys of Viewing our Scituation and Actions and 
of Conveying Intelligence to the Enemy when at the 
Same time Sudi Indians as the Frendi suppose to be 
Attached to the British Inta^st are not Suffered to 
Travel farther Towards Canada Then to the Fort at 
Crown point (And whe:'eas it has Likewise been Repre- 
sented that the French Indians have Lately been pre- 
vailed upon by the Govemour of Canada to take up the 
Hatdiet against his Majesties Subjects Their form of a 
Declaration of Warr) and have Accordingly Commenced 
Hostilitys and Conmiitted Several Murders and Bar- 
baritys upon the Frontiers of New England which is a 
Notorious Breach of Faith and Violation of the Treaty 
of Neutrality they have Speciouly pretented to engage 
themselves in, by the Tenor whereof it was Stipulated 
that none of the Tribes in the British or French Interest 
Sho'd Intermeddle in the present Warr Between the Two 
Crowns. 

I have therefore thought fitt by and With the Advice 
of his Majesties Council to Issue this proclamation hereby 
Strictly enjojming all his Mat*~ Subjects within this 
province from Carrying on any kind of Traffick or deal- 
ings or holding any Sort of Correspondence with the In- 
dians of Canada or any Indians in League with the 
French or Attadied to their Interest and Likewise fore- 
warning and prohibiting them from Harboiuing ^iter- 
taining or giving any Countenance or protection to their 
persons as they will Answer the Contrary at their peril 
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by Incurring his Mat*^ hi^est displeasure and Resent- 
ment and be prosecuted with the Utmost Rigour of the 
Law. 

Givai Atf" under my hand & Seal at Arms in New 
York This 5 day of Sep^ in the 19 year of His Majestys 
Reign and in The Year of our Lord 1745 
By his Exc^ C!ommand 



Jofm Mitchell to Benjcmin FrankUn 
Sir 

I was surprised to see yours of Jun. 15*** come to my 
hands only by last Post. What I then received by it 
from Jy Cold^i, I suppose I owe to you; for which I am 
sorry I can make no other acknowledgement but thanks. 
I perceive likewise, that you are desirous (if I am not 
mistaken), that the small Paper I left with you on the 
yellow fever should come fortii. I was highly delisted 
to see so good an opportimity any oile might have to 
oblige the publick, & promote the arts of Sciences, as 
your Press affords; better than I expected to have foimd 
in our new world. I look upon myself obliged, thro' 
gratitude to you, as well as the justice due to your laud- 
able industry & improvements in that way, to encourage 
your press as much as I can. The Debt likewise which 
we all owe to the publick; would make me do what I 
could to discharge it. But for many very good reasons, 
I can do neither at present. My health is so impaired 
by this summer & fall, that I am not able to follow my 
own necessary calling. Since the last of Jime I have 
been afflicted with a Diarrhea several times, a slow hectic, 
with fitting of Blood, & troublesome Piles: I had no 
sooner got over these, (When our weather began to 
break in y^ fall, w^ Rains & Easterly winds) than I was 
seized with an Intermittent fever, the origin & source 
of all my disorders. — ^with this I was afflicted, when I 
received yours, & as I kept the house, I have been more 
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prolix in what I have wrote, having nothing else to amuse 
me, which is the reason, why I have said so little in so 
many words; which I hope D^ C!olden & you will excusa 

I am so farr from being able to come to Philadelphia 
this fall again, as you kindly invite me, that I was not 
able to go to the upper parts of our own Countrey, as I 
had appointed & firmly resolved, to avoid what I ex- 
pected in the fall, & have accordingly met with. But my 
bad state of health puts me imder a necessity of going to 
England very soon, or of loosing my life. I sdiall let you 
hear from me before I go; which I am afraid will not be 
before next Spring, but it must be before Summer or 
never. What I shall do there or afterwards, I am not de- 
termined, nor can I be, 'till I see what my bad State of 
health is likely to come to. 

As for the small piece on the Yellow fev«p in your 
hands, you know I left it to be transmitted to EH" C!olden, 
since we were disappointed of seeing him. But lest I 
might seem to refuse others any benefit that might be 
reaped from it (if there is any) I consented, that your 
Phjrsicians mi^t see it. But it is by no means fit to 
be printed by itself, nor never was intended to be. It 
contains only a brief account of some things that I 
thought mi^t be improvements on this Disease, or at 
least more clearly shown than is common to be met with, 
Especially the Dissection of the bodies that dyed of it, 
for which alone it was wrote, as that is not any where to 
be met with, as far as I know. It was wrote to a master 
of the art (like compendious Institutes, extracted from 
a mudi longer accoimt) to whom I thou^t Explna- 
tions mi^t be as impertinent, as they are necessary for 
others. Especially among us. Had I wrote it for (the 
generality at least of) your Readers, what I have herein 
left out, would be most necessary to have inausted upon, 
& what is herein contained ought to be more fully ex- 
plained. You know very well, this would be necessary 
all over America, as far as I can perceive at least — ^My 
friends in Sdotland (to whom I first sent it) desired me 
to let them print it by itself; but M*" Monro & D' Clarke 
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at Edin' were of opinion^ that in that maimer it could 
not miss to perish (whidi they were pleased to say it 
was a pity it should) among the many other little pieces 
of that sort, whidi daily come out They desired me to 
preserve it by a fuller account of the other things relat- 
ing to the Disease. But I laid down all thou^ts of that, 
when I first extracted these observations from the others 
I had made, not out of any discommendable design I 
hope. My views then were to inform mjrself as well as 
to qualify myself to inform others (if any desired such 
information, whidi very few, too few among us so much 
as do) of the nature & Cure of our other popular Mala- 
dies^ as well as this; as well as of the nature & effects of 
our Climate, minerals, vegetables & animals &o. With 
these pursuits I was busied at some times, when this 
yellow fever came in my way; And I thought it much 
better to go on with them, than suffer myself to be inter- 
rupted with this; hoping I mi^t pres^re my account 
of it in a Natural & Medical History of my Coimtrey; 
for whidi I have kept Journals of observations for many 
years, but left them all off, the beginning of this monthe, 
& when or if ever, I shall be able to begin them again, 
He only knows who disposes of all things — But still I 
should be glad of your information about any of these 
things, for which reason I mention them to you & IK 
Colden; & in return you may command any thing from 
me, hoping you will use it as a friend, as you see I take 
you to be, by being so very plain with you. I am fond 
and ambitious of corresponding w^ all candid & inge- 
nious Persons about these things I here mention, as I 
find their Information to be necessary, and am as willing 
& ready to give them the best accoimts of things I can, 
in return. But you must excuse my not publishing any 
thing yet a while. I think this world is pestered with 
this Itdi of many to appear in print, whidi makes many 
so little regarded that do. Authors ought to be Mast^B 
not only of the particular subject, but of the whole art, 
th^ undertake to instruct the world in, & wh^i they are 
-—Nonum prematwr in ofrmum, sales Horace. 
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What is endoeed suppose wrote equally to yourself 
as to ly Golden, for whom it is directed, A persist to 
oblige 

Su* 
your very humble Serv** 

John Mttghell 
Urbamia, Sept' 12^ 1746 
P. S. 

I wrote for my baggs by M' 

Miron, the first opportunity I The ^idosed Ac. are 
had to send for them, if you only for your parusal 
have any pray send them, & D' Cold^s as well 
they are not of great value. as any thing else I 
I enclosed one to M' Bartram. write to you 

J: M; 

[Indoraed] 
Fot 

Mr B: FtLAKEUHf 



From James Alexander 

Nbwyork Sep' 22* 1745 
jy Sir 

I returned from Amboy on Wednesday Last where I 
had been for ten dajrs & Since have reC* two from you 
the one of 13^ instant the other without date. 

Your Letters therin to M' Brown I shall by the post 
tomorrow Send to him 

M' Brown by his Last wrote me that his wife died of 
a CJonsumption on the first of August Last, whidi I am 
heartyly Sorry to hear, & by Letter now C!ondole him on 
that occasion. 

Its certainly very melancholy to think of the Sid:- 
ness here & the more So to be in the midle of it & to see 
your nei^bours well one day & in a few dajrs after earned 
to the grave— Tadd was well & at Stephen Delanceys 
funeral, & was yesterday buried 

My Dau^ter Bettie was on the 6^ instant taken with 
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a pain in her head. Sore throat & Stiffness in har nedc 
which we attributed to Cold, She had got, Doctor Dubois 
gave her Scmie Medicines, whidi abated these pains 
removed her fever as he thought & she Sat up again on 
the 9*^ when I went to Amboy, but two dajrs after she 
was taken very ill & my wife desired Doctw Dubois to 
call another Phisitiau to his assistance & he chose ly 
flshw who together have attended her evw since, They 
agreed that it was the distemper reigning in town. She 
was brou^t Extremely Low with it So that litle hopes 
was Left of her Life. She being delirious for many dajrs 
on Mcmday last her fev^ abated & they began to have 
hopes of hw She seems to mend but Slowly one day a 
litle better & anoth^ day worse & Delirious, So that it 
Seems to be comeing to an intermitting fevar On Tues- 
day last I rec* a Letter from my wife by the post of 
Betsies condition, what the Doctor's Said & that all the 
family were going out & into ha* room, which made me 
resolve to come the next day without haveing finished the 
business I went upon fearing many of the rest of the 
family would be Seized with the Same Distemper, but 
thank God we have hitherto Escaped, whetha* Tarr 
wata* has preserved us I cannot Say, but every one of 
the family drinks it plentifully every night before going 
to bed 

possibly had we done So bef^e Betsie was taken ill, 
it might have prevented it. But while I was at Amboy 
in August the family had disused it by reason, that after 
the water had Stood on the tarr for 4& hours they foimd 
it Sour & not drinkable & being so served three or four 
times they gave it over, upon my retmn, I had water Set 
on tarr again with a Clean new pott, & that time it was 
pretty good, the next time Sour, the next time also Sour, 
believing the fault must have been in the tarr^ which till 
then we had only bought by the quart at a litle Shop 
nearby, about that time Betsie was taken ill, I then Sait 
to find a barrell of Albany tarr, & bought one, on view- 
ing the top of it I foimd a good deal of water & othar 
nasty StuflF part of which I powered oflf— A tapped it 
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at the head about 1/3 of the head from the bottom, be*- 
lieveing that what was heaviar than the tair had Sunk 
to the bottom & what nastynesB was Li^t^ Swam a top, 
& So drew the tair from the place tipped & Sett it A had 
Excell^it tarr water with a full fine flavour, & the water 
Scarcely discoloured & So have had Excellent tarr water 
eva* Since & So agreeable that my diildren Say they 
Like it better than Tea, & every night we Drink a Gallon 
of it 

I Suppose from the diildrens talking of the goodness 
of this tarr water, Betsie would have Some of it I asked 
Doctor Dubois, if I might Comply with her desire. See- 
ing She even dreamt of it & talkt of it in her delirum, he 
Consented Last night & she had a tea Cup full a litle 
warma* than milk, She Says She is better this morning 
than she has been once & Slept wdl Last night 

I Enquired into the way of Selling the tarr by the 
quart & hear they take out the head of the barrdl A 
Set it on End & alwajrs take it out of the top whidi with 
the foulness of the top of the barrell I bought Explains 
fully how our tarr water came to be sour whidi was 
bought by the quart, as part of that Sour nasty Stuff 
probably was mixt with it when the tarr water was Sour 

possibley other persons haveing their tarr water Sour 
& iU Coloured as I so often had, has discouraged them 
from the use of it, 

herewithe as you desire I Send you your papav on 
Gravitation, & shall be glad to See them again with the 
Difficulties Cleared up 

I am obliged to you for the other hints in yours, I 
shall be glad to See you publicAi your thoughts on tiie 
pokeweed, I shall make Enquiry for Habs Expiremaits 
on Tarr water— I hope speedyly to have Some time to 
think of the Lands at Newbui^ — ^with my best respects 
to M"^ Colden & all your family I remain 

D'Sir 
[Indoned] Your most humble Servt 

^, To Ja. Aubxandsr 

CADWAIliADB CouHnff Eiq' 
Ck)l" ■ 
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Scientific Nate in Colden^s Handwriting on back of 
Alexander's Letter. 

What difltinguiaheB this agent from all others is this that 
it receives the mann^ of Acting of any other material 
agent & in its reaction exerts its force in the same manner 
that the agent does & continues the Action to a distance 
in the same direction as a medium but likewise in the 
contrary direction to that in whidi it receiv'd the action 
from whidi it receives the impression or action Now 
this Powar must be that of an Agent essentially different 
from the resisting Agent for the Power of the resisting 
agait is exerted in opposing or resisting the Action of 
every other agent but every part of this pow^ no wise 
lessens reaction of the oih&r receives (of every other 
powar) & communicates the Action to all its contiguous 
parts in a mannor whidi shall hereafter be more fully 
explain'd It must likewise be different from the moving 
power for the moving power acts only in one direction & 
opposes the Action of the othar powers in one direction 
more than another but this receives the Action of the 
other powers equally in all directions & reacts equally in 
all directions & that of receiving the Action & reacting or 
reflecting in the opposite direction is what chiefly dis- 
tinguishes. Every power receives the Action of any other 
Power the receiving is common to all The resisting power 
lessens the motion in the moving & the moving commimi- 
cats a d^ree of Motion to the resisting but neither of 
them react or communicat the Action whidi they receiv'd 
equally in all directions in a contrary direction as well as 
in a dhrect. The peculiar Power of tiiis Agent consists in 
its powar of receiving & reacting or reflecting any kind of 
Action & in this its agency chiefly consbts & as the man- 
ner of its receiving the Action & reacting in continueing 
the action to die by the same manner cannot be con- 
ceived but by conceiving it as a reacting of parts every 
one of whidi exerts its reactive force as it were in lines 
tending every way from the center of every part towards 
the surface. It 
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From John Bartram 

October y* 4*^ 1746 
Dear & esteemed frigid 

I received thy kind letter of September y* 13*** since 
which I have received many letters from London Holland 
& Petersburg some containing Matters of friendfiliip 
other orders for seeds & curiosities others curious remarics 
& usefull instructions of which those of Doctw Grono- 
vius is very curious I wish thee could see them; I would 
send thee a Coppy of them ; if I could write it ovar exact : 
but as it is so mixed with Latin I cant read many of his 
words, altho I can imderstand his English prety well: if I 
could meet with safe conveyance I should be ready to 
send thee y* Original which I value much — ^Doctor Foth- 
ergill hath sent me A booke of y® enquiries of Lincom 
Spaw with large & curious directions & A box of spirits, 
oils shjrrops & Solutions for y* tryal of all medicinal 
i^rings that comes imda* my observation in my travels & 
to know what mineral thay are most empr^nated with 
he is pleased to say that he believes, from an observation 
that I sent him, upon his request, above A year ago, that 
I am y® most capable to manage such an imdertaking of 
any; he uses many arguments to ^igage me to enter into 
it & to make diUigent inquiry therein. But y^ main 
luring of motion stil hath not its proper temper but he 
saith he is not without hopes that he can engage some to 
assist him to remedy that defect, for thee may easily be- 
lieve that it will take upp A deal of time to make all those 
tryals that is requisit to come to A compleat judgment of 
y^ different qualities of many mina:ttl wat^; 
I received many letters that came with Captain Bream 
But I saw none directed to thee nor thy name mentioned 
in any of them. If I had I should given thee an accoimt 
of it by y* first Post; I find thy name mentioned in Gron- 
ovius letter after this manner — in April Last year I hath 
send for Dr Golden an answer to his characters, & besides 
send y* fimdamenta Botanica: fiorum Virginica, A index 
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lapidum: and in November of y* year 1743 I hath send 
y* same thmgs, but to my great sorrow I suspect that by 
y* uncarefuhiess of A friend of mine y* last mentioned is 
lost However y® first I hope is come to his hand being by 
the favour of Mr. Van Ingen, the principal Comdianlar 
in this town recommended to Mr. Hope at Rotterdam, 
Two or three pages following I find this Paragraph Pray 
jon will so good at an occation to acquaint Dr. CJolden 
of what I wrote heiore & that Mr. Ck)llins(m wrote to me 
in A letter dated y* 24*** of March that he send to me by 
Mr. Hawkins A packed from Dr. Golden which as soon 
as I have received I shall [torn] as speedy an answer as 
possible. 

I am obliged to thee for y* account of doctor Enij^ts 
eztrordinary discovery of y^ magnetick power of steel & 
improvment upon y* badstone in return of whidi kind- 
ness I here sead A coppy of A Paragraph or two out of A 
letter from Dr. Ginelin Petersburg octob^ y* 13"* 1744 
I cant td for what reason y* Gov^imient does not Pub- 
lish y^ expedition from Kamshatka to discovw ye Eastern 
Coast of America. Notwithstanding all my endeavours I 
cant learn y® Perticulars of this voyage neither can learn 
in what latitude wh^re it was th^ landed on y® amaican 
shore but I know for certain is that our ships discova*ed 
Ammca two weeks after thay Left iCamshatka toward 
y* east & landed on A Coast unknown to other Euro- 
pians thay searched this Continent for A few dajrs after 
that they returned to iCamshatka y* expedition is kept 
secret by y* order of y* senate, — ^Have we not some rea- 
son to think from this accoimt that this Siuprising & 
Politick pec^le who hath conquered & fortified y* diief 
passages from Petersburg to y* eastern sea hath an inten- 
tion to ttigross to them selves y* trade of y® northwest 
part of amaica & perhaps y* i^anish coast of y* south Sea 
But suppose thay have discovered y* supposed straights 
of Anian will not our Britans be too late — suppose thay 
diould find A passage from Button Bay thro to that 
Straight — ^I find by my corespondents in Europe that 
thay have been informed of our Phylosophycal Society & 
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have great expectation of fine accounts therefrom tho I 
durst not so much as mention it to my correq>ondent6 for 
fear it sdiould turn out but poorly; but I find the m^i- 
tioned to CoUinson. hee to Catesby, & hee to Gronovius, 
whidi was to him from Claton. these accounts I showed 
to franklin & he layeth y* blame on us; & Dr Bond Saith 
Ben. Franklin is in fault; howeva* wee three talks of 
carrying it on with more dilligence then ev^ whidi we 
may very easily do if we could but exdiange y* time that 
is q)ent in y^ Club, Chess & Coffee House for y® Curious 
amusements of natural observations — I inclose seeds of 
y* sawrurus & star grass; I want some good seed of y* 
arborvita I long to have it in my garden & y* papar birdi 
whidi grows on y^ katts kill mountains whose sec^ is shed 
6wedcsago. 

Dear friend with Salutes of kind love to thee & family I 
rest thy Real friend 

John Babtbam 

[Indoned] 

For 
Db Cadwaujumb CoumK 

These 



From Samiiel Johnson 

Stratford Octob' 6 1745 
S' 

Having this convenient Opportunity I make my Ac- 
knowledgments to you for your two kind Letters of July 
12, & Sepf^ 3. inclosing one to M** Prince. Your Reflex- 
ions on the Bp^ Tract of Tar Water, for which I also 
thank you, I purpose to S^id him, & with it^ (if I can find 
time to transcribe it,) your Introduction to Fluxions, if I 
receive it time enough from D' Osbom, who has not yet 
returned it to me. — I am pleased with your Reflexions on 
Tar wat^ : There are many Instances of its having done 
Service in these parts: I have the promise of Some Facts 
to Send you — ^I think I told you of the Cure of a Negro 
boy, who Still continues perfectly well, & of the Rev^ M' 
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Beadi whose Case Seems to be exactly the Same with 
that of the Bp himself. — ^As to the Veracity of those 
Histories of the Cure of y* Canc^ Ac. Your Observa- 
tions are very just, — & I give you liberty very freely to 
mention my name in attestation to the Characters of 

those that relate them. Capt Didcerman I knew to 

be a vary honest Man having many years ago lived a year 
at his House, & Jy Hubbard who took the Relation from 
his mouth, is an ingenious, Gentlman with whom I have 
a particnilar Friendship, & a person of undoubted Truth 
t Hon'. — ^As to the woman I never knew her, but oft^i 
heard of the Case: Her brother who took the Account is 
a near Neighbour whose veracity was nev.*^ called in Ques- 
tion. — If I can Send any other well attested Instances I 
shall gladly gratifie your laudable & benevolent Dispo- 
sition to be useful to mankind by procuruing & Sending 

th«n 

As to M*^- Prince he is not here to answer for himself, 
(being, gone to Cape Bretton, recommended to Conuno- 
dcMre Warrwi, A will probably go from thence to England 
for Orders, but I shall Send your Letter to him.) nor am I 
well qualified to answer for him. — ^I would only beg leave 
to make a Short Remark on the Distinction between an 
Idea & a notion or Conception of y* mind which is very 
Just A made by y* Bp himself; your not observing whi(^ 
convinces me that you did not, (as the Case was with me 
at first,) give so exact an attention to what he Says, as to 
alter thoroughly into his Meaning. — ^M*^ Lock defines & 
uses the t^rm Idea for any immediate Object of the Mind 
in Thinking; The Bp more justly confines it only to the 
Objects of Sense & Imagination, & ever uses the term 
Notion or Conception when he speaks of things purely In- 
tellectual, & therefore allows that we have properly 
Speaking no Idea of God or of any Intelligent Beings tho 
we may be Said to have a Notion or Conception of them, 
—nor does the Bp define the Term Idea in his Sense as 
you do, viz a Picture or Representation of anything we 
receive from our Senses. On the Contrary he takes what 
you call pictures of things to be the very things them- 



Digitized by 



Google 



162 THE COLDEN PAPERS-1743-1717 

selves, A that we do vainly A without any ground im- 
agine any things intervening between the Divine Mind & 
ours, whereof our Ideas, of Sense & imagination, are the 
supposed pictures. — ^The Ideas of Imagination may in- 
deed be called pictures of the Ideas of Sense, but he can 
have no notion of any Original whereof that idea or 
objects or of S^ise, (for Instance which we call a Rose) 
can be Said to be a picture. — ^You allow in this Sense aU 
our Ideas are finite. — Qusare, How then can they consist 
of infinite parts? — & Whether the Object the Mind is Em- 
ployed about in the Arithmetic of Infinities be not an 
object of Sense or Imagination, & not of pure Intellect? 
The Objects of pure Intellect, Spirit, God, Mind, Soul, 
Reflexion, Volition, Liberty, Virtue, Ac. are in his Sense, 
toto Ccdo, different things from Ideas of Sense or Imagi- 
nation, whereof however he allows we may have dear A 
distinct Conceptions or Notions tho' not Ideas? — ^It there- 
fore never entered into the Bp's Tho'ts to imagine if God 
or created Spirits existed only in our Minds as Ideas do, 
as your qitere imports, or that our Minds are infinite; nor 
can any Such deductions be made from any thing he 
Says. — ^The Being of God i. e. a Being of Infinite Intelli- 
gence A Activity existing without our Minds A independ- 
ent of them or any thing else, we infer by necessary De- 
duction of Reason from the Objects of Sense A our own 
Existence A powers but we have no other Way of Con- 
ceiving of him but by Substitution of powa^s A proper- 
ties we are conscious of in our Selves, A removing from 
them all Tho'ts of any dependence Limitation or Imper- 
fection — A so proportionably of other inferiour Minds. 

pardon me S' my pen had been running at a Strange 
Rate mudi fiulher than I intended when I bogun. — ^How- 
ever, p^aps these hasty hints pursued closely may a 
little Serve to dear up the Difference between you A y* 
Bp which I imagine is in a great measure owing to your 
using the same words in different Senses A not att^iding 
to each oihen meaning. 

I AksJl be very glad to See your attempt to improve 
upon S"^ Isaac's Principia A proud of the Favour; not 
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that I am qualified to examine it, but Shall hope to learn 
Something from it. — I doubt not but Improvements may 
be made from the noble Foimdations he has laid, as has 
lately been done by one Lowman upon the Key he has 
given y^ world for imderstanding the prophesies & to 
how mudi better piut>ose have chronology & antiquity 
be^i studied since he has turned the thouj^ts of men 
of Leisure & Learning that way? & I believe in Several 
things he has been corrected as well as improved upon. 
— One M*^ Hutchinsons a Lay Gentl^nan has of late Sur- 
prized y* world with a new S}rstem of Philosophy & 
Theology in which he is said to have amended & even 
confuted Some things in S' Isaac's System. — ^The Titles 
of his Books are, 1 Moses principia. 2 — ^And Essay towards 
a Natural History of the Bible. — 3 Moses Sine prindpio. 
— 4, A New Account of the Confusion of Tongues & the 
names & attributes of the Trinity of the Gentiles. — 5, a 
Treatise of power essential & medianical. — ^These peices 
I have not read, but I have read an Abridgm^ of his Doc- 
trine published lately by my L* Forbes, L^ president of 
Scotland intitled That's on Religion Nature^ & Reveal'd 
wherein he has Set them in an agreeable Light & earnestly 
recommended the Study of them to all Gentlemen of 
Leisure Capacity & Learning. — ^His Book is a Small 
pocket Voliune — I doubt I have very mudi tired your 
patience already: However what if I should venture a 
little further, & for once in a way tire it quite down? 

M"" Hutdiinson undertakes to demonstrate the fol- 
lowing principles, as I have memoriter taken a Sketch of 
them from Lord Forbes. 

1. That besides the gross Bodies of the planets, & 
their Contents & Inhabitants, God created a vast infin- 
itely subtU Fluid, whereof the Sun is the grand Reservoir 
& Sourse, where it is in the Condition of Fire: from 
whence it proceeds in a perpetual Emanation to the ut- 
most Boimds of this System in the Condition of Light; 
& from thence it returns condensed in the Condition of 
Air or Spirit & being melted down at the Sun is again re- 
turned in li^t &c. 
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2. That from this perpetual Circulation of this vast 
Fluid, in the Several CJonditions of Fire Light <fc Air, the 
Rotation of the Orbs, both Annual and Diurnal may be 
accoimted for, with all the Ph»nomina in each Globe, 
without having recourse to S*^ Isaac's Gravity or Attrac- 
tion, projection &a — and this he makes appear both from 
the Letter of Moses & from Expwimental Philosophy. 

3. That this Glorious System or Madiine was de- 
signed, not only for our Subsistence & C!omfort, but more- 
over for a Grand Theatre wherein we should behold the 
DEITY di^laying his Infinite Wisdom; power A; 
Goodness & thence deduce our Duty to him, our selves & 
one another. — But however, That Mankind in their first 
Condition, must necessarily have needed Instruction in 
Order to Understand these things, which were indeed of 
the utmost Importance to them: & accordingly, that they 
were tau^t Language, philosophy & Religion by imme- 
diate Conversation with the Deity in a visible Form, 
whose Goodness was Sudi that it could not fail to in- 
struct them in what so nearly concwned their Happi- 
ness. 

4. That as Things, Spiritual & Intellectual can no 
otherwise be taught us or known by us in our present 
Condition than by Emblems taken from Sensible Things, 
it must Reasonably be thou^t that this method was 
used by the Deity in teadiing our first parents; and that 
tlie Garden of Eden it self by the Range of it; Trees & 
the properties of the Creatures in it, mi^t be designed 
for such an Emblem or means of instruction; & the above 
mentioned infinite Fluid [balance of letter missing] 



From James Alexander 

Newyobk October 6^ 
1745 
Dear Sir 

I have yours of September 27^: — ^the Distemper in 
this place I thank God is much abated, few being tak^i 
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wiih it Since the oool weather came in & these favour- 
ably — ^I was in hopes that Tarrwatw would have pre- 
served the rest of my family frcmi the Distemper, but I 
was mistak^i, for on Wednesday the 25^ of September 
my Daughter Katharine (who had till then attended my 
Dau^ter Bettie) was taken ill, upon it She drank tarr 
water warmed very plentifully but the fevec continued to 
Encreaae, the Doctor reconmiended tarr wata* Sack whey 
ot sage tea Warm, but everything was nauseous to h^ but 
tarr water, on Thursday night She drank near four quarts 
of it, on Pryday morning I found tiie fever very hig^ & 
she Complained grievously of h^ head, the Doctor then 
proposed to Let Some blood which I thought was proper, 
he bled h^ & which bleeding She Said She found her 
head grow ea^er & Easyer, but a fainting fitt came on 
her, & he Stopt the bleeding having taken from her about 
a pint & a half, her head afterwards was much Ea^er 
h^ fever Low^, but she complained of Sickness at her 
Stomack more than before — On Saturday she was Eaqrer 
everyway on Sunday nig^t She bled at the nose & on 
Monday the pain in the head & Stomack almost gone & 
Litle fever but She then Complained of a pain in her 
belly more than before but got a little Stomack to Eat, by 
D^^'ees the pain of her belly Decreased, & she has got a 
good Stomack & Sits up in her room all day, & is already 
Stronger than Betty, who mends fast too, but Betty was 
80 weakened that She can Scarcely walk alone as yet. 

Tho Tarr water did not prevent Kittie from takeing 
the Distemper, yet possibly it has been a means of her 
80 Speedy getting over it— 4ier bleeding at the nose aftar 
haveing bled so plentifully before. Shows also that when 
the fever is hi^ bleeding is proper — Betty's fever was 
never near So hi^ as Kitties wherefore she was not 
bled— -I thank God the rest of the family have Escaped 
the Distemper — ^we all Continue to use tarr wat^ plenti- 
fully 

I have the London Magazines, whidi are Esteemed 
bett^ than the Gentlemans, in the London Magazine 
for June 1744 theres a Letter concerning tarr water in 
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what he Says— ''In acute cases as fevers of all kinds it 
''must be Drunk warm in bed in great quantity, perhaps a 
"pint every hour, till the patient be rdieved, whidb I 
'liave known to work Surprizeing cures'' 

my Daughter Eittie came near up to this prescrip- 
tion, & yet the fever continued to Encrease till she was 
bled 

I shall with a great deal of pleasure take all the pains 
in my poww to advise M' Delancey if he applyes to me — 
lam D'Sir 

[Indoraed] Your most humble Servant 

To Ja: Alexander 

Qulwallader Colden, Esq' 



PROPOSITIONS made by his 
Excellency the Hono**** George 
Clinton Esq' Captain Gai^ul and 
Governor in Chief of the province 
of New York 4;c* to five of the six 
united Nations of Indians viz^ The 
Maquas Oneydes Onondages Cay- 
ouges & Tuscaroroes. 
At Albany the W day of October 1746 
Present 

His Excellency 
Philip Livingston 
Daniel Horsmanden 
Joseph Murray 
John Ruth^ord 
Esq" of the Council 
The Comiss" from the Govenmients of the Masschusets 

bay and Connecticut 
The Commissioners for Indian Affairs 
The Mayor and Corpwation of Albany And Sevaral G«i- 
tlemen attending his Excellency & the severall Com- 
missi upon this Occasion 
His Excellency addressed himself to the Indians as 
foUo-*^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE COLDEN PAPERS-174a-m7 167 

BRETHREN 

Here are present upon the Occasion of this Interview 
Commissioners from the Governments of the Massachu- 
sets bay & Connecticut, convened with me on the same 
Righteous Intention of renewing, bri^tening, and 
Strengthening the Covenant Chain, which has tyed You 
and His Britanick Majest/s seva^al Colonies on this 
Continrat, in the firmest Engagements to each other, for 
supporting, and maintaining our Conunon Cause. 

We are glad to See so many of our Brethren, and we 
bid you wellcome here, at the same time that Wee heart- 
ily Condole the Absence of our Brethren the Seneckes, 
and their Calamitys, which have Occasioned it, may the 
Almi^ty comfort them under their grievious Afflictions 
and soon wipe off all Tears from their Eyes. 

We do with you our Brethren and wi^ you as their 
Representatives, Ratifye, confirm and establish all for- 
mer Engag^nents — entered into by us, and our Brethren 
of the six united Nations, and assure you, that We shall 
ever hold them inviolable, and we doubt not of the same 

for you A Belt 

BRETHREN 

The Rumour which the last Winter gave an Alarm 
to our Brethren the maquas, and was from thence spread 
to the other Nations, now appears to have been without 
foundation. And I cannot help observing on this Occa- 
sion, that you ought not for the future to Suffer any such 
idle Tales to be raised or propagated among you, as they 
not only tend to Separate yoiu* and our Affections each 
from the other, but also to make us Jealous of our own 
people without sufficient grounds for it. 

A String of Wampum 
BRETHREN 

It must be further observed to you, that we hear sev- 
eral of the Chiefs and other of our Brethren of the six 
Natbns, have Contrary to oiu* Inclinations, and against 
our Express advice had an Interview with the Governor 
of Canada this Simmier at Montreal. 

And that your pretence for holding this Correspond- 
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enoe with our declared Enemys was for the publick Good« 
aad the preservaton of the House at Oswego. 

To tell the Governor of Canada, thai they must not 
make any attack or attempt upon that place, for that our 
Brethren are resolved to defend it, and that it ^ould 
remain a place of peace and Trade. 

You declared that your Intent was good, and that 
the Governor of Canada should nevw* prevail upon you 
in any thing hurtfuU to your Brethren the Engli^, who, 
you said. You knew did not like your going thither; 
that yet upon your return from thence, your Brother the 
Gk)vemor of New York, should know all that passed be- 
tween you and the Governor of Canada. 

We will tell oiur Brethren what we hear was done, 
whilst they were with the Governor of Canada, and we 
Expect the whole truth from them according to their, 
promise, and whether what we hear is true or not. 

We hear that whilst our Brethren were with the Gov- 
ernor of Canada, the French Indians took up the Hatdiet 
against the English, which we believe to be true, for rea- 
sons You shall hear by and by, and thereby the Treaty 
of Neutrality concluded between you and them is become 
vain. 

We hear likewise that our Brethren of the six united 
Nations there present so far prevailed upon by our 
Enemys the french, as to accept of the Hatdiet upon 
Condition to carry it home to their Castles to delib^^te 
upon, and then to return the Governor of Canada their 
answer; which we cannot believe to be true, till we have 
it from our Brethrens own Mouth. 

We expect a full and plain Answer from our Brethren 
Concerning these matters, that the way may be cleared 
for wiping of all Stains from the Covenant Chain, and 
that we may preserve it bright firm and Inviolable as 

long as the Sun shall shine. A Belt 

BRETHREN 

We must now acquaint you of something relating to 
the War, the Success of his Majesty^s Arms against the 
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french in this part of the World, and the Rise and occa- 
sion of our Attacks upon the Enemy in this Quarter. 

When you were here Last Summ^ you w^^ told that 
War was declared between the Crowns of Great Britain 
and france; the Events that have since happened are too 
numerous to relate particularly. 

His Majestys Subjects in this Country, lay still the 
last sununer without attempting any thing against tlie 
Fraidi Settlements, but the French first Attacked and 
destroyed a Small place belonging to us Called Cansa 
about twenty five Leagues from Cape Breton. 

Afterwards they laid seige to Annapolis Royal; but 
therein they proved UnsuccessfulL 

They then agreed to make anotha* Tryal for that 
place the next Spring, and in the mean time they sent to 
France hoping to Obtain some of the Kings Ships to 
facilitate the Reduction of it. 

They having proceeded thus far M*" Shirley Gover- 
nor of Massachusets bay thought it hi^ time to do 
something to curb the Insolence of that haughty peo- 
ple, and did therefore raise a Small Army whidi was 
Joined by a Number of Men from the Goverments of 
Connecticutt and new Hampshire, and sent them early 
Last Spring against Louisburg. 

They were likewise Joined by a number of His 
Majestys Ships of War, and aft^ about seven weeks 
Seige, that Important, and Strong fortifyed place was 
throu^ the Goodness of Divine providence delivered 
up to oiur Forces. 

Wh^^upon the Rest of the Inhabitants of the Island 
of Cape Breton, together with those that were Settled in 
parts adjacent surrendered themselves Prisoners to the 
English. 

And during the Seige, and since, many French Ships 
were taken and Divers of them of great Value, and the 
design of the French against Annapolis was frustrated. 

We have in this part of the Country Lain stil, both 
the Last Summ^ and this, hoping that our Neighbours 
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in Canada would either be quiet, or cany on the War 
in a Manly and Christian like mann^. 

And to induce them thereto, a Message was sent from 
this place to the Governor of Canada the Last Summer, 
by which he was assured that if he should revive their 
form&c Vile practice of treating His Majestjr's Subjects 
Inhumanly, the Several Govemours tog^^ with the six 
Nations, would Join and make reprisals on them. 

And at the same time you pubUckly declared ''That if 
any of his Majestys Subjects in any of His Govern- 
ments should be killed by any Indians, You would im- 
mediately Join in the War against them and the Frendi/' 

You likewise sent your del^ates last summa: to the 
Eastern Indians to warn them not to engage in the War 
against the English, threatning them in Case they should 
do so. 

Notwithstanding these things divers hostilities have 
been Committed. 

Some Months ago the Eastern Indians who had for- 
merly Acknowledged their Subjection to the Crown of 
Great Britain Entered into Sol^nn Engagements with 
the Kings Subjects, and had beai since treated by tliem 
with Great kindness. 

But at the Instigation of the French they have lately 
killed One English man, and also great Numbers of 
Horses and Catle, burnt a Saw Mill and many Dwelling 
Houses, and attacked an English Garrison. 

Notwithstanding such Outrageous Insults the Gov- 
ernor of Massachusets bay was so tender of them, that he 
resulted it no further then to send a Message to them 
demanding the delivery of the Murdera:*s as they would 
avoid the Consequences of their Neglect. 

This proposal was rejected by them, and since that 
time they have killed two or three others, whereupon 
the Governor of the Massadiusets bay declared War 
against them. 

And We are Informed the English have lately killed 
two of them and taken anoth^ prisons. 

About three Months since some of the Canada In- 
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dians killed two EngUah men near Connecticut River, 
the body of one of them waa treated in a most Barberous 
manner, by which they left a Hatdiet of War, therby dar- 
ing us to take it up, and Return it. 

There has likewise been several othar party's that 
have attempted to destroy his Majestys Subjects of New 
England, but have been hitherto prevented. 

These facts plainly Shew, that the French are still 
acted by the same Spirit, that they were form^ly Gov- 
emed by, and they seem never pleased but when they 
are at War, either with the Engli^ or some of the Tribes 
of Indians, and if they had it in their power they would 
doubtless destroy all about them. 

It is likewise Evident that the most Solemn and 
Sacred Engagements are broken through by those Indians 
that have Committed the late Murders. 

That Belts of Wampum will not bind them to the 
performance of their promises. 

That We are Sli^ted and you Condemned, as though 
they thought You not Worthy to be Regarded. 

The Six nations were formerly esteemed powerfull, 
and your Nei^bouring Tribes stood in fear of you. 

But now, the French and their Indians by the Little 
R^ard they have to your Threatnings, or to the Cove- 
nants they have made with you, do Declare that they 
think you do not Intend to perform what you have 
threatned, or that they do not fear your Displeasure both 
which do reflect equal dishonoiu* upon you. 

It is hi^ time for us and You to exert ourselves, and 
Vindicate oiu* Honoiur, and although it is well known, 
that we delight not in the Distruction of our Fellow 
Creatures, But have Chosen Rather to SuSer ourselves to 
be abused, yet we Cannot think ourselves obliged any 
longer to bear their Insults and evil Treatm^it. 

Therefore since nither our peaceable Disposition, nor 
Examples nor any methods we have been able to Use, 
have been Suffici^it to prevail upon them to forbear 
their barberous Treatment of us, but they will fwoe 
our Resentments In the Name of God we are resolved 
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not only to Defend ourselves, but by all proper ways and 
metiiods to endeavour to put it out of their power to mis- 
use & Evil entreat us, as th^ have heretofore Done. 

And we doubt not of your Ready and ChearfuU Con- 
ourr^ice with us agreeable to your Solemn promise made 
in this place last Simmier in Joining with us against our 
Enemies the French, and such Indians as are or shall be 
Instigated by them, for we esteem them Enemies to God 
as well as to all there Fellow Creatures^ who dwell Round 
about them. 

A Large Belt with a figure of a 

Hatdiet hung to it 

BRETHREN 

The publick AflFairs of my Government have pre- 
vented my Meeting you Sooner. 

I was Apprehensive I should not have been able to 
meet you this Fall and it was determined upon on a Sud- 
den so that ih&re could not be timely Notice sent to the 
rest of His Majeslys Governments or I doubt not they 
would likewise sent Commissioners to be present at this 
Interview. 

We are all subject to the same prince United in the 
same Bands of Duty, and Allegiance to the Great King 
oiu* Common Father, and in Friendship and AflFection to 
Each Other, and in this Union Consists that Strength, 
that makes us formidable to oiu* Enemies, and them fear- 
full of our Resentment. 

We are all United with You in the same Convenant 
Chain, which as Long as We preserve it free from Rust 
must Remain impregnable, and You on Your parts have 
Declared "that You will preserve it so "strong & bri^t, 
that it shall not be in the power of the Devil himself 
with all his Wiles and Arts to break or dirty it. 

You are also united with all the far Nations of Indians 
in league with oiu* great King, with whom we Recom- 
mend to You to preserve Strict Friendship and hold Fre- 
quent Corrispondence. 

That you yourselves (who many of you live Scattered 
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and TUspefned) ahould dweU in hodys doeer togethar b» 
you have haretofore promised to do. 

And We advise you to keep yoiu* young men at home 
and within call, excepting Sudb as may be sent from time 
to time a Hunting or against our Enemies, and you may 
Depend upon the Most ready & effectual Assistance from 

us in all times of Danger. A Belt 

Answer of the Six Nations (ex- 
cept the Seimekes who are ab- 
sent) To His Excellency George 
Clinton Esq'^ Govemour in Chief 
of the province of New York Ac* 
Commissioners and the Colonys of 
the Massachusets Bay and Con- 
necticut at Albany the 12 day of 
October 1745. 
BROTHER CORLAER and Brethren of the Massachu- 
sets Bay P^iqrlvania and Connecticut. 
Two days agoe Our Brotha* Corlaer and our Brethren of 
the Massachusets Bay and Connecticut Spake to us And 
now We are come to give Our Answa*. You must not 
Expect that We can answer Exactly to the several Heads 
you mentioned to us but only to the principal Articles 
You have Renewed the Old Covenant Chain, And We 
do now Renew the same on our parts It is Impossible 
that it can ev^ Rust for we daily Wipe off the Dirt and 
keep it Clean which we will ever Continue to do 

A Belt of Wampum 
BRETHREN. You thought of it to mention to us that 
there had been an uproar among us last Winter and told 
us that We oug^t not to Entertain such Notions of you 
our Brethren Especially as We had no Grounds for any 
such Belief. It is true Brethren such a Rumour was 
among us. But it was immediately Buried and forgot 
And We did not Expect that our Brethren would have 
motioned any thing Concerning that affair to us at this 
Interview, and We desire you to think no more of it. 
We are alwajrs mindf ull of the Covenants between us and 
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Our Brethren and h&i:e is a Certificate [a] to prove that 
we are in Ck)venant with our Brethren of Boston 

A String of Wampum 
[a] A Certificate dated 1** August 1744 delivered by 
Hendrick with The String of Wampum upon this Arti<^ 
und^ the Hand of Govemour Shirley and the Seal of 
tiie province of the Massachusets Bay — Signifying that 
Hendrick Sachem of the Maquas and Kajonmarygoa 
Sachem of the Onondages Deligates from the Eight Na- 
tions accompanied by the Conmiiss" appointed by that 
Govamment to treat with the Ei^t Nations Arrived 
at Boston 28 June 1744 had at several Conferrences with 
Govemoiu* Council and Assembly confirmed the Treatys 
made with that Government and particularly tiie last 
Summer at Albany and had proceeded on a Voyage and 
had an Interview witii tiie Eastern Indians and faith- 
fully Acquited themselves in Enjoining them to Main- 
tain peace with tiie English and Warning tiiem of the 
Consequences of their Violating the same]. 
BROTHER CORLAER and Brethren of the Massachu- 
sets Bay and Connecticut 

You Spoke to us Concerning Our going to Canada 
this Summer and told ua That the Commissioners of 
Indian affairs had last Winter enjoined us not to go then 
but some of us Went As to what you tell us that We had 
taken a Belt from the Govemour of Canada whereby he 
desired us to take up the Hatdiet against You our Bretli- 
ren And that We promised Him to Consider of it at Home 
It is not so All tjiat passed. These the Mohawks and 
Tuskaroroes have given the Conunissiona^s on Indian 
affairs an Accoimt of at their Return & We are Convinced 
tiiat Account is True. 

A Belt of Wampum. 
BRETHREN 

You have thought fit to Relate to us Several particu- 
lars Concaning the War between You and the Frendi 
and what Reasons you had for taking up the Hatdiet 
against the French and their Indians We thank You for 
giving us a particular Account of the provocation and 
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inducem^its You had for dedaring War Against them 
You also mentioned to us that We are one Body and one 
Flesh and that if one of us is touched or Hurt then the 
other is so likewise and you have informed us that you are 
Molested and Attacked by the Enemy and had therefore 
taken up the Hatdiet against th^n and disired As We 
are one flesh with you that we would also take up the 
Hatdiet against the French and those Indians under their 
Influence in Conjunction with you. We the Six Nations 
accept of the Hatdiet and will keep it in Our Bosom. 
We are in Alliance with a great Number of far Indians 
and if We should so Suddenly lift up the Hatchet witii- 
out acquainting Our Allies with it they would perhaps 
take offence at it We will therefore hetore we make use 
of the Hatchet against the French or their Indians send 
four of our People (who are now Ready to go) to Canada 
to demand Satisfaction for the Wrongs they have done 
Our Brethren and if they Refuse to make Satisfaction 
then We shall be Ready to use the Hatdiet against them 
Whwiever Our Brother the Govemour of New Yoric 
Orders us to it. A Belt of Wampum. 

His Excellency Asked them what time they thou^t 
Necessary to try whether tiie French Indians would make 
Satisfaction. 

The Indians Answered two Months. 
His Excellency Asked them that if in case the Enemy 
should committ any further Hostility's in the meantime 
whetiier they would then upon His ExceDencys CJom- 
mands immediately make use of the Hatchet 

They Answered yes. 
Here the Indians Requested his Excellency that as they 
had given the War Shout upon delivering the Hatdiet 
to them that their Brethren would now Signifye their 
Approbation of this Article in their usual method — 
hereupon his Excellency and most of the Company 
joined in Shouts with Three Huzzas [Excepting the 
Massadiusets Commissioners] 
BRETHREN 

You desired us that we should gather together our 
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People that are Soattered and Settle in a Body Especially 
aa it is very iin<»i;ain how soon we may have occasion 
for them Your request is very ReasonaJble and we will 
use our Endeavours for that End. 

A Belt of Wampum 
BRETHREN We have now finished our Answer and 
have nothing further to Say but only one Request to 
make to You all Which is that You Our Brethrai should 
be all united in Your Councils and let this Belt of Wam- 
pum serve to bind You all together. And if any of you 
have any thing of Importance to Conununicate to us this 
is the place when it should be done. 

A Belt of Wampum 
[Here a Note of Approbation was given by the Interpre- 
ter by his ExceU^icys Directions for New York Connec- 
ticut and Penqrlvania] 

BRETHREN Trade was the first Occasion of Our En- 
tering into Alliance together and from time to time Goods 
have be^i Sold dear^ to us and We have sev^ul times 
desired that the price of Goods should be Lower and 
more Moderate but never could get a Satisfactory An- 
swer And now We take this opp^unity to desire Oiu* 
Brothw Corlaer himself and the Commissioners of the 
several provinces to take it into their Consideration that 
Goods may be Sold Cheaper to us for how Shall We do 
now We have taken up the Hatdiet We have no Powder 
Ball nor Cloaths People that go to War ought to be well 
provided with Ammunition this is the last time We shall 
Speak upon this Head if We do not succeed now. 

A Belt 
His Excellency Answered them That he would do his 
utmost that Goods should be sold them as Cheap as they 
could* be afforded but that the price of Goods dep^ids 
upon the Scarcity or Plenty of them and as it is now 
War Goods are Scarce and Consequently dear and that 
th^ shall be furnished with powder and Ammunition 
upon Occasion. His Excellencys furtha* Speech to the 
Indians 
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BRETHREN 

I have some presents whidi shall be Ready to de- 
liver you at this place an hour hence. 

Since there is none of our Brethren the Sennekes here 
I doubt not but you will be so just to them in the Distri- 
bution as to set apart and Reserve their Share for them 
and take care it be delivered to them. 
It gives me much pleasure to see so many of Our Breth- 
ren at this meeting And I have taken care hitiierto for 
your Refreshment and Hospitable Entertainment I hope 
you have Wanted for Nothing And I doubt not but the 
Conmiissioners of the other Governments will now do 
their parts towards you till your Return home. I shall 
provide all Necessarjrs for yoiur Journey from hence to 
Schenectady. 

I have been detained here several dajrs longer than I 
should have been had not Commis^ from several oiher 
Gov»*nm^ts attended at this Interview which of course 
will make the presents fall so much Shorter 

I Reconunend to you that you take care there is no 
misdiief done in your Way home. 

I Recommend it to Our Brethren the Maquas to en- 
quire into Certain Complaints of some Injuries done to 
Farmers living at Canajoharie and to see that Justice 
be done and no Mischief Conunitted for tiie future. 



CadvHiUader Colden to John Armit 
[Copy] 

C0IJ>BKGHAM Nov' 4^ 1745 

M' Armit 

I have yours of the 22^ of last month with the assign- 
ment of the Mortgage ^iclosed^ but I can hear of none 
going from this to Phila** Please to write to me wheth^ 
my executing it before other Witnesses will do My hand 
is so weU known in Phila** & yoiur evidence from my let- 
ters seem to me to make that nicely not very necessary 
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If any witnesses off^ before I hear from you I diall make 
use of them & afterwards do as you shall advise As the 
consideration mentioned in the assignm^it is only for the 
Principal I suppose youl take care to receive the Int^^est 
due I wrote to you by M"^ Lewis Evans in which I told 
you that the hi^ price of Bills was imexpected to me but 
if it cannot be h^ped by delaying to the Spring that is 
that you have some assurance of the rate of Excha falling 
that you pmrchase a bill as soon as you are in Cash suffi- 
cient for it & make it payable to M' Alexand^ Couts 
Merchant in London & Please to send one Bill to M*" 
Couts witii a letter signifying to him that by my direc- 
tions you had sent that bill to him & that it is in full of 
a Le^uy of £ 200 Pensilvania money left to my B"" M' 
James Colden Minister at Whitsome near Berwick in 
Scotland by my Aunt Elizabeth Hill late of Philad** 
Please at the same time fcnm an account of the Exdia 
& charges to show that it amounts to that sum And 
please to send me a copy of what you write & one of 
the bills that I may as soon as possible write to M' 
Couts it send the Copy Desire M*" Couts to inform me 
by directing to New Yoik or you at Philadelphia or both 
of us of the receipt of the Bill of its acceptance & pay- 
m^t 

November y* 26^ 1746 



From John Bartram 
Dear esteemed Friend 

two days ago I received thy agreeable letter of November 
y* 7**" witii y* seed of y* Arbor Vita which seemed to be 
very good it was A fine parcel & very acceptable I sowed 
it carefully yesterday I am obliged to thee for endeavour- 
ing to procure more for my correspondents but I dont 
know yet whether thay want any of it; thay have not 
wrote to mee for it; but I believe if my affairs falls out 
IM^ty well next year, I must go to y* Katts kill Moim- 
tains. I design to lett thee know befwe I set out thy 
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aooounts of 3^ mineral springs in your countrey is very 
acceptable. I am allways glad to meet with any materialls 
to ^ilarg my knowledg withall. pray which side of Hud- 
sons river is y* purgative spring. I never heard before 
that there was A bituminous spring at Onondaga but in 
y* Senecas Country, but am well informed there is one at 
Alegany: doth thee believe it is realy brimstone that y* 
q)ring up y* mohawks river lets fall, if so it must be of 
great virtue 

in y^ same ridge with your hi^ilands in P^isilvania & 
Virginia is great quantities of iron oar & often mixt with 
copper Sometimes Vitriol & Sometimes Sulpha*, that 
mixed wih oopp^ or Sulpher Some people thinks will 
make very good pots it runs ea^. Some Says thay 
will be too brittle I have been lately at A C!opper mine 
mixed with iron ye earth or stones there about yealded 
fine Copras & y* watar proceeding therefrom would turn 
Inm into copper as 3^ own^ affirmed to mee who Shewed 
me his knife handle that seemed to be good Copp^, which 
he said had been Iron, y* water is so corrosive as to Ctorode 
y* Iron that is put into it which being put into fusion 
by fire is transmuted into copper y^ mineral stones ex- 
posed to y^ air falls to powda* like slaked lime 
I received A letta* 4; A booke from Dr. Gronovius directed 
to thee & A letter from thy brother which I forwarded 
y* same day I received them: which I hope is before now 
come safe to thy hand, there was in Jersey A well dug 
about 14 foot deep in A stiff marly clay which supply y* 
house with water for 40 years but these two dry falls it 
failed, this fall y* owner had y* wall taken up 4; dug 14 
foot deepar (through A black stinking sulphinrous earth: 
int^rq)ersed with lumps of hard shining sulphiu*) but 
found no water, then he bored 12 foot deeper still found 
no watw then left off: its pitty but he had dug or bored 
10 feet deeper to try what difference he might have 
found; 

I have sent thee some of Gronovius observations on some 
things that I sent him: if thee thinks it is worth while 
keeping y original, I wish thee would be so kind as to 
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ooppy it over in English which I can bettar understand 
A 8end it me by y* first opportunity— A I will try if Lewis 
Evans who is under obligations to thee will coppy over 
Dr. Mitchells history or treaties of y* pines in Virginia 
which he left with me; but since hath sent for thCTi if 
Lewis will coppy it I or hee shall send it to thee: I have 
not yet received y* parcel from Gronovius I suppose 
it is coming in y^ next ship which I hope will not be long 
if y^ french dont intercept 

If I can do thee any further service thee art fully entitled 
to it & needs onely to let me know wherein I can serve 
thee which will exceedingly pleas thy Sincear friend ¥^o 
wisheth thee & thine prosperity & content 

[Indoraed] JOHN BaKISAM 

To 
Dr. Cadwalladb Coums 
Free 
B. B^uNxmr 



From Benjamin Franklin 

Philad* Nov. 28, 1745 
Sir 

I shall be very willing and ready, when you think 
proper to publish your Piece on Gravitation, &c., to print 
it at my own Expence and Risque. If I can be a means 
of Commimicating anjrthing valuable to the world, I do 
not always think of Gaining, nor even of Saving by my 
Business; But a Piece of that kind, as it must excite the 
Curiosity of all the Learned, can hardly fail of bearing 
its own Expence 

I must not pretend to dispute with you on any Part of 
the animal Oeconomy: You are quite too Strong for me. 
I shall just mention two or three little Things that I am 
not quite clear in. — If there is no Contrivance in the 
Frame of the Amides or Ventricles of the Heart, by whidi 
they dilate themselves, I cannot conceive how they are 
dilated. It is Said, By the Force of the Venal Blood rusdi- 
ing into them. But if that Blood has no Force which was 
not first given it by the Contraction of the Heart, how can 
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it (diminiah'd as it must be by the Resisting IViction of 
the Vessels it has passed thro') be Strong enonght to ovar- 
oome tiiat Contraction? Your Doctrine of Fermentation 
in the Capillaries helps me a little; for if the returning 
Blood be rarified by the Fermentation, its Motion must 
be encreas'd: but as it Seems to me, that it must by its 
Expansion resist the Art^ial Blood behind it, as much 
as it accelerates the Venal Blood before it, I am still some- 
what unsatisfied. I have heard or read Somewhere too, 
that the Hearts of Some Animals continue to contract 
and dilate, or to beat, as 'tis conmionly expressed after 
they are separated from the other Vessels and tak^i out 
of the Body. If this be true, their Dilatation is not caus'd 
by the Force of the retiuning Blood. 

I should be glad to satisfy myself too, whether the 
Blood is always quicker in Motion when the Pulse beats 
quicker. Perhaps more Blood is driven forward by one 
Strong deep Stroke, than by two that are weak and li^t; 
As a Man may breathe the more Air by one long conunon 
Re^iration when in Health, than by two quick short 
ones in a Fever, 

I appl/d the Syphon I mentioned to you in a former 
Lett^ to the Pipe of a Water Engme. E is the Engine; 
A its Pipe b b b the 
Syphcm; c A d the 
twoglassPipes 
oommu nicating 
with the Syphon. 
Upon working tiie 
Engine, ihe Water 
flow'd tiiro' the Sy- 
phon, and the Glass 
Tube c; but none 

was discharged thro' d. When I stop'd with my Finger 
the End of the Syphon; the Water issu'd at both Glass 
Tubes with equal Force; and on only half Stopping the 
End of the Syphon it did the Same. I imagined the Sud- 
d^ Bending of the Syphon gives such a Resistance to 
the Stream, as to occasion its Issuing out of the Glass 
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Tube c: But I intend to try a farther Expariment, of 
which I shall give you an Account. 

I am now detamin'd to publish an Ammcan Philo- 
sophical Miscellany, Monthly or Quarterly. I shall begin 
with next January, and proceed as I find Encouragement 
and Assistance. As I purpose to take the Compiling 
wholly upon my self, the Reputation of no Gentleman or 
Society will be affected by what I insert of anothars; and 
that perhaps will make th^n more free to communicate. 
Their Names shall be publish'd or conceal'd as they think 
proper; and Care taken to do exact Justice in Matt»*s of 
Invention, &c. I shall be glad of your Advice in any 
Particulars that occur'd to you in thinking of this 
Scheme; for aa you first proposed it to me, I doubt not 
but you have well considered it 

I have not the Original of EK Mitdiel's Tract on the 
Yellow Fever. Mine is a Copy I had taken with his 
Leave when here. M' Evans will make a Copy of it 
for you. 

I hope it will be confirmed by future Experiments 
that the Yaws are to be cured by Tar Water. The Case 
you relate to ]> Mitchel gives great Hopes of it, and 
should be publish'd to induce People to make Trials: for 
tho' it should not always Succeed, I suppose there is no 
Danger of its doing any Harm. 

As to your Pieces on Fluxions and the different Spe- 
cies of Matter, it is not owing to Res^rvedness that I 
have not yet Sent you my Thoughts; but because I can- 
not please my Self with them, having had no Leisure 
yet to digest ^em. If I was clear that you are ansrwha:^ 
mistaken, I would tell you So, and give my Reasons, with 
all Freedom, as believing noliiing I could do would be 
more obliging to you. I am persuaded you think as I do, 
that he who removes a Prejudice or an Error from 
our Minds, contributes to their Beauty, as he would do 
to that of our Faces, who should clear them of a Wart or 
a Wen. 

I have A Frirad gone to New York with View of 
Settling there if he can meet with Encouragement. It is 
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ly Jn.'' Bard^ whom I esteem an ingenious Phsrsieian and 
Surgeon, and a discreet, worthy and honest Man. If upon 
Conversation with him, you find this CSiaracter just, I 
doubt not but you will afford him your Advice and Coun- 
tenance, which will be of great Service to him in a Place 
where he is entirely a Strange, and very much oblige, 

Sr 

Your most hum^ Serv^ 

B. Feunkun 
1 shall forward your 
Letter to IT Mitchel. 
thank you for Leaving it open 
tor my Perusal 



Memoranda in the handwriting of CadwaUader Golden 

The Assembly's neglectmg the care of ye frontiers 
order'd building batteries disposed of the publick powdar 
Ac. Min. of Council May 14, 1745. 

Advice by Committee July 29, 1745. 

By the min. of Council Sept' 3 1745 a Treaty of New- 
tralily seems to have been concluded w* y* IVench In- 
dians. The supream Court adjoimi'd the 12th of Sept' 
that 2 of y* Judges mi^t attend his Excy to Albany. 

11^ of Decf 1745 His Excelly Communicated a letter 
from Counsell^ Colden dated the 7th instant to his £x- 
o^y containing several reoomm^idations for the service 
of tJie Province together with some information concern- 
ing the Intention of the Enn^ny 

The Com'* for Indian aJffairs decline to send his £x- 
cell^s message to the sbc nations to induce them to make 
war on y* French Dec^ 24 1745 

1745 Jan' 15 a letter from c c dated Decf 16 represent- 
mg several matters for y® security of the province 

Oct' 22 1746 Report of y* Comittee relating to provi- 
ebns refus'd by Com" at ^bany &c & recommitted. 

Advice upon y* Exp" being laid aside Aug 22 A Aug 28 

Instructions to Com'* y^ last paragr. of tiiem 
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The oommand of y* Militia & Battoies ice Septf 29 
Oct' I'' 1746 

Min. of Ck>unGil June 17*^ 1746 The Ass^nbly desir'd 
the Council to appoint a Committee a join a committee 
of their house for to consider tiie means for execution 
of that part whidi this Colony is to take in the intended 
Expedition ag' Canada To whidi the Council agreed A 
apointed Mr Horsmanden & four others to meat next 
day & with liberty to adjoimi from time to time 

July 12 1746 The Gov' refused to join in the address 
to his Majesty from Council & assemb^ because the as- 
sembly had retum'd no answer to his message of the 8th 
inst. 

The 4^ of Dec' a misrepresentation of what passed 

De(f 6th 

Whereas M' Colden is put as preset before the ad- 
journment to his Excellences residence M' Colden 
not present till th^ met at his Exoellenqr's residence. 



From Benjamin Franklin 

1746. 
Sir: 

I reoeiv'd yours with others endos'd tar M' Bertram 
& M' Armit, to whidi I suppose the enclosed are An- 
swers. The Person who brought yours said he would 
call for AnswerSy but did not; or if he did, I did not see 
him. 

I understand Parker has b^un upon your Piece. A 
long Sitting of our Assembly has hitherto hinder'd me 
from beginning the Miscellany. I shall write to D' 
Gronovius as you desire. 

I wish I had Mathematics enou^ to satisfy my self ^ 
Whether the much Shorter Voyages made by Ships bound 
hence to England, than by those from England hither, 
are not in some Degree owing to the Diurnal Motion of 
the Earth; and if so, in what Degree? Tis a Notion 
that has lately entred my Mind; I know not if ever any 
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other's. — Ships in a Calm at the Equator move with 
the Sea 15 Miles V minute; at our Capes suppose 12 
Miles V Minute; in the British Channel suppose 10 
Miles * Minute: There is a Difference of 2 Miles Ve- 
locity V Minute between Cape Hinlopen & the Lizard 1 
BO small Mattw in so wei^ty a Body as a laden Ship 
swimming in a Fluidl How is this Velocity lost in the 
Voyage thither, if not by the Resistance of the Water? 
and if so, then the Water, whidi resisted in part, must 
have given way in part to tiie Ship, from time to time 
as ^e proceeded continually out of Parallels of Latitude 
where the Earths Motion or Rotation was quicker into 
others where it was slower. And thus as her Velocity 
tends eastward with the Earth's Motion, She paiiaps 
makes her Easting sooner. — Suppose a Vessel lying still 
in a Calm at our Cape, could be takai up and the Same 
Instant set down in an equal Calm in the English Chan- 
nel, would not the Difference of Velocity between her 
and the Sea she was plac'd in, appear plainly by a violent 
Motion of tiie Ship thro' the Water eastward? I have 
not Time to explain my self farther, the Post waiting, 
but believe have said enough for you to comprdiend my 
Meaning. If the Reasons hinted at should encline you 
to think thare is any Thing in this Notion, I should be 
glad of an Answer to this Question, (if it be capable of 
a precise Answer) viz 

Suppose a Ship sails on a N. East Line from Lat. 39 
to Lat 52 in 30 days, how long will she be returning on 
the Same Line, Winds, Currents, &c being equal? 

Just so much as the East Motion of the Earth helps 
h^ Easting, I suppose it will hinder her Westing. 

P^aps the Wei^t and Dimensions or Shiq>e of the 
Vessel should be taken into the Consideration, as the 
Water resists Bodies of different Shapes differently. 

I must beg you to excuse the incorrectness of the 
Scrawl as I have not time to transcribe. 

I am Sir 
Your most humb'* Serv* 

B. Feunkun. 
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Written on the back of the above letter, in Colden's 
handvniting is the foUowvng: 

There is no Question but in the case you mention of 
a ships being taken up in a Southern latitude & let down 
in one some degrees more northerly the same moment 
she would have a degree of Motion Eastward but that it 
would shorten a Voyage from America to Europe I can- 
not think because as the alt^*ation is made by ins^[isibly 
small steps it can only be so much as an aleration of the 
Velocity in the least conceivable part of a degree of Lati- 
tude is greater than the resistance of the Wat^ which in 
all cases remains the same & equally resists the smallest 
alt^*ation of Velocity as the greatest Suppose for ex- 
ample in the Alteration of one second of latitude how 
much greater will the Velocity be in the Southward than 
northward If it be 60 miles at the Equator what will it 
be at 1 second on either side of the Equator The Di£fer- 
ence is the force which the ship can acquire from the 
diurnal rotation of the earth in this second Now it may 
be asked whether this Difference will be sufficient to over- 
come the resistance of the Water in any degree whatso- 
ever that is whether it be not infinitely small in respect 
to the resistance of the body of Water which resbts the 
motion of a ship & if so it can neith^ add to nor dimin- 
ish the ships way in the time she sli&rB hec latitude one 
second & if this be the case it cannot either forward or 
stop her way in a greater change of latitude because it is 
done by a continual addition of these seconds or rather 
of less than thirds or of any imaginable quantity so that 
according to my way of computation to answer to your 
question the difference of time in tbe going db return 
willbe = 

The shorter Voyages to Europe without doubt are 
chiefly owing to the more frequent west^ly winds but 
this does not account for the reason why in going to 
Europe a ship is generally a head of the reckcming or 
you meet with the land sooner tiian by the computation 
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of the ships way if it be well kept whereaa in ooming to 
America the reckoning is generally a head of the ship 
The true reason I think is from the Tides The Hi^ 
Water every day is nearly three quarters of any hour 
more east^ly on the globe than the day before or follow- 
ing the course of the moon advances daily about twelve 
degrees eastward & ihi&ceioT they every day in sailing 
Westerly meet with the contrary current of the Water 
sooner than they do in sailing east^ly as in a riv^ in 
going down the river you meet the flood sooner than you 
do the ebb in going up the river where the flood & ebb 
are nearly equal for the difference of the force & length 
of the ebb more than the flood in rivers from the force of 
the accumulated fresh water cannot take place at sea 
If you think prop^ to give this in your Miscellany as the 
reason of the shorter voyages from America to Europe 
than from Europe to America other things being alike 
II undertake to support it against any objection. There 
are some mistakes that I would be so far from being 
ashamed of them after I knew them to be such that I 
would be vain of them because none but those of a lively 
k quick & piercing Imagination can fall into them a 
Blockhead is uncapable of making such mistakes. Th^re 
is even a pleasure in telling it after the mistake is dis- 
cover'd & the person to whom it is told values the inge- 
nuity which occasioned the mistake & on reflection is con- 
scious to himself that he would have valued himself for 
that v«y thou^t. There is a use likewise in mention- 
ing these mistakes to others to guard th^n against these 
conceptions which please & flatter the imagination most 
Suppose the difference between the lands end & the 
coast of America to be 72 d^r. of longitude (I choose 
this niunb^ to avoid fr'actions) then the same hi^ 
Wat» on the coast of America will happ^i six hours 
later at the lands ^id & therefor a ship will meet with 
one whole tide of flood against her there which would be 
an ebb on her favor on the east of America & supposing 
her voyage perfcMm'd in 30 days every day equally ap- 
proadiing to America she would every day have that tide 
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kaoen'd 1/30 of the time as she i4>proadieB I once had 
thou^ta to calculate an Equation to rectify a ahipa 
easting & westing but upon reflecting that a general 
equation cannot sarve for ev^y ship but must be different 
for ev«7 ship according to the several molds by which 
the ship is built & her being loaded or in ballast I bdieve 
it will be of litUe use for accmtling to the dififerent molds 
of a ship & her being deep or light tides have greats ot 
less force on her way The heavy dull ships must make 
much larger allowances than the best saylors & accord- 
ingly we gmerally find these heavy saylors most out in 
their redconing. 



From John Armit 

Philad. y* 4*^ 11 mo 1745/6 
Esteemed Friend 

By thine of 30^ of 10 mo past I imderstand the deed 
is sent down to Richard NidioUs but as yet have heard 
nothing of it from him. As to the News you have of the 
Disturbance in Scotland I believe it is too true and doubt 
not but Confusion and ruin to abundance will be the 
issue thereof and am of thy Opinion it may not be so 
prudent to Send the Bills at this time, I have upwards of 
Ei^ty poimds of Jersey bills by me and if should receive 
the Mony for the abovesaid deed please to InfcHin me 
what I shall do therewith I am glad to hear you are all 
well as we are at present and conclude with due req>ects 
thy assured friend 

John ARMrrr 
Bills are at 85 V e here 

[Indoned] 

For 

Dootr 

CUOWALLADB CoUHMS 

to the care 

of RiCHABD NlCHOUA 

in New York. 
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From John Bartram 

r 10*^ of y* 11*^ month 1744/5 
Esteemed Friaid 

I have lately received thy kind lettar of I dont know 
when it being without date I am obliged to thee for y* 
buah squash seed. & am glad to hear of thy correiq>ond- 
enoe with Gronovius & linneus. I expect dayly to re- 
ceive letters from Grono^'iu8 by A ship or two from Lon- 
don but it is so long Since tiiay left that port that I am 
undar uneai^ apprdiention for them: I am obliged to 
thee for tiiy information of y* virtues of y* Uva ursi I 
am afraid thay have not made sufficient experiments of 
it yet — ^I have seen y* berries as large as cherries & when 
verry rip near y* color of claret tho thay continue gre^i 
till late in y® fall. I have eat of them on our mountains; 
our indian interpreter tould me that he had lived of 
them several days & reconed them wholsome some of 
our people saith thay are poisonous & others that y* 
benies is very good to moderate A burning fevour; I 
eamiot find that y^ Collinnsonia groweth in Maryland 
or Virginia on y* south of y* mountains or else Clayton or 
Mitdiel would have found it; when y* latter was at my 
house last fall he tooke seed & specimens from mee. he 
had nevw seen it before that Joiuney to Philadelphia; 
mdeed Miller in his second part of his Gardeners dic- 
tionary saith it came froim Maryland which is y* place 
of its natural growth; but this is a shamefull error for I 
sent y^ seed of it first to Peter Collinson with y* first seeds 
I sent to him; & when it growed A seeded with him it 
was observed to be A new Genus & in honnour to its 
first propagator in Europ thay called it Collinnsonia; & 
if I had not sent it out of Pensilvania I suppose Miller 
would not have known that thare had been sudi A plant 
upon y* earth 

Sir Hans sloan hath sent me this fall all Petivars works 
Hermans Parradisus Battavus. Sellii Historia Naturalis 
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teredinis. Etmuleriua on all diseases & y^ natural hi»- 
tory of Ireland whidi is prely amusements for this win- 
ter. 

y* 25*^ of January 
I have sent thee some of y* stones of y* best Plumbs in 
England as our friend Peter informs me thay are y^ 
Orleans and Gre^i Gage & apricots one nutmeg peach 
stone. I have Just received them, pray plant than as socm 
as possible if thay was soaked in bran & whtet A we^ 
it may accelerate thair vigetation — ^I am apt to believe 
thay would prosper finely in your oountrey — have you 
any of y* little bitter gourd like Colocjmthus I have some 
if thee wants I can send thee some seed doth any of 3^ 
Laururus grow near thy house it is A wonderful specifidc 
for y* cure of sore brests 

I have some thought of comeing into your parts & to 3^ 
katts kill mountains next august & should be glad of thy 
company there If it would suite with thy interest or 
satisfaction but Alas we dont know what disapointments 
we may meet with before that time. Howevar in 3^ 
mean time if I can do thee any service pray let me know 
wherein whidi will mudi oblige thy Sinoear frigid 

John Babtr^lm 

[Indoned] 

For Doctor Cadwallamb Coii»N 

These 
Free 

B FftAMKUK 



From James Alexander 

New York Janry 20^ 1745/6 
lySir 

Yestemi^t I received yours of the 12*^ your Letter 
which you mention of the 31*^ Dec^ to have Sent by one 
Wilson has not come to hand & probably he has Carried 
it with him to Philadelphia so that I have not Seen the 
postcript whidi you mention is to be added to the End 
of the first CSiapt^, & things Lye just as th^ were for 
want of that your Lett^, I Submitt it to you whether you 
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Should not take that my Letter to which that was an 
answer & answer it de novo, for its uncertain whether 
your Letter of SI** will ever come to hand 

Our Assembly Sits now at Greenwich Phillip Liv- 
ingstcm attends it & designs to Stay on purpose while it 
Sits, he is in hopes you'll also be hare & supposes you 
had a Summons at the Same time when he had 

The jersey assembly was Dissolved, & wmts for a 
new one I hear are returnable the End of this month, its 
supposed that most of the Same men will be returned, & 
Gov' Morris must much alter his Conduct (I think) if 
he makes any thing of them 

I am glad to hear your family is in health mine are 
all so I thank God for it — the town is also very healthy 
except as to the small pox, which I am afraid will hang 
about it this year to come & that for not inoculateing, 
which some of the Doctors & many of the people are 
averse to, its Said there have five dyed already of inocu- 
lation, & that about 100 have been inoculated, those who 
favor inoculation Say that 4 of these five did not die of 
the inoculation but by other causes, & particularly that 
on two of them the small pox came out, the third day 
after the inoculation, of the Confluent kind, so that the 
infection must have been taken before — other two had 
a Distinct kind, finely come out but by carelessness catdit 
C!old, which Struck them in again so that of the 100 
theres but one, that can justly be said to have died by the 
inoculation & most of those who have inoculated have 
had them Extremely favourable few needing to keep 
their beds — Peter Livingston inoculated his two children, 
& they had scarcely thirty between them, and are well & 
abroad again 

There's a rumour here that the English forces are 
arrived at Cape Breton, I hope it may prove true— I am 

jy Sir 
tlndoreed] Your most humble S«rvt 

Cadwalladd CoiiiiN Eocf J^ AlexANDBB. 
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From John Rutherjurd 
Sir 

As This place grows duller every day & my head at 
present whoUy taken up with the Dismal Consequences 
of the Rebellion in Scotland you can expect but litie 
intai;ainment in A letter from me, besides I'm quite 
tired of this inactive life in which His Majesty's few 
Forces here are in A Situation where they can be of so 
little Service We haveing no Forts capable of any de- 
faice worth Speaking of A little proq)ect now Consid»- 
ing how things are Circumstanced at home of takeing 
the field against Canada, Yet I can't help haveing Still 
some trust in New England from wh^ice they have now 
Sent for Lidius upon express business. We Officers live 
all together in the Fort in the merryest and most agree- 
able mann^ you can imagine considering what I've Said 
above altiio we are very Idle for The care of The Fron- 
M&rs & orders to observe The Motions of The Enemy is 
give to Coll" Sdiuyler so 'tis now The affair of The Militia 
He haveing now The Same wders from Govamour Clin- 
toun that I had, when last here, from Govwnour Clark, 
Had I had the same orders now and The Militia (»*ders 
as then to follow me I could easily have come up with 
the French aftw their plimdering Saraghtoga before they 
got two days from The Carrying place for they & espe- 
cially tiieir Indians drunk hard & travelled very slowly 
with their Loads of Plunder & Prisoners. I couki div^t 
you with the odd management of things h^re our Out 
Schouts Indians &c. but the most ridiculous thing is 
building A Fort upon the Burnt ruins of The Old One 
which they suffered to rot thro want of repairs before 
ever they half finished it & it stands in the midle of Low 
Lands where it can be of no use towards Covering the 
Country, nor do they pretend th^ design to make any 
use of it after this Spring, so by the time they have fin- 
ished the Job of building it 'twill be time to begin build- 
ing one in a prop^^ place. The Indians makes a great 
Joke of this Fort & tells them 'twill be as small a hin- 
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dranoe to The Erendi oomeing to Albany as 'tis to their 
oomeing to The Mohack River. We hear of nothing done 
as yet at New York either for the Security of The Prov- 
ince or annoying our Enemys^ taUdng howevar of great 
things. Lines of Forts & nameing Commissioners with 
great pow^B to treat with the neibouring Provinces, I 
widi 'twere done. The last letter I had from you Doct(»r 
Colhoun brou^t me from New York when the Companjrs 
came up & can't help being vexed to think of my letter 
to you about our Indians treaty &c., for I'm Certain it 
must have been opened & if 'tis carryed to some people 
they'l never forgive me. I'l leave t'other wde for Doctor 
Colhoun to try if he can fall upon something intertaining 
to you & so conclude with my best req)ects to Mrs. Col- 
d» & all your Good Family being with great esteem 
Sir 
Yoiu* most obed^ & v«7 humble 
Servant 

John Ruthebfubd 
Albany 26^ Jany 1745/6 



From Alexander Colhoun 
Sir 

As Cap^ Rutherfiml has in the two preceeding pages 
given you an Acc^^ of the most remarkable occurr^ices 
from our Indian Gazette &o I can only inform you of a 
disappointment happened to me on my leaving of N. 
York the Gov' gave me a Verbal ordw to Co" Sdiuylw 
& the Mayor to provide sudi a Warm^ & convenient 
house for an Hospital, as I should approve of, when he 
would order every thing necessary for said HospitaH 
On my application to them seemed convinced of the 
necessity of it, & made many promises from time to time 
which t^ey have at this hour not complyed with. 

The market houses were fitted up for our men to free 
the burgha^ from having them billeted in their houses 
but are so very insufficient & cold, the men so crowded 
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together that the Sick will probably perish (in qute of 
Art) for want of warm lodging &c, the Burners refusing 
to take them into their houses. This is encouragem^ait 
to serve the people, a Race of Men void of gratitude & 
humanity &c but better known to you than I can describe 
them. Cap^ Rutherfurd & I are much together, tho no 
time for Study, on acc^^ of the niunax>us familly in this 
small house hope we may move in the Spring, if with any 
proq)ect of Success towardes Canada otherwise to my 
Station at N. York, if so, If possible 

I shall endeavour to pay you a Visit meantime 
pray make my complim^ to M" Cold^ & Familly & am 
with great r^ard 

Your most obedient 

& most humble Sorv^ 

Albx'Golhouk 
Albany Jan'^ 26, 1746/6 



From Jarnes Alexander 

New York Jan'^ 30 1745/6 
lySh- 

Yours of De(f 31"^ came to hand with the postscript 
the Latter end of last week when I imediatly Send to 
Parker for the Coppy of your papers whidi I wrote to 
you I had given him before & acquainted him with what 
you wrote as to Size &c 

on Sunday I perused the first C!hapt^ & made the 
enclosed notes in peruseing, ^on Monday Sent Parka: 
the first Chapter to proceed in Setting it— he had begun 
the Elizabeth town bell & done one Sheet, whereof the 
proof when Sent me was So correct that I found only 
one Comma, (which was put at the End instead of the 
b^;inning of a word) to alter 

our Supream Court Ended on Tuesday last & the Ship 
London is Sailed today for Ireland whidi hindered my 
writting to you till now 
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M"^ Nichols spoke to me lately about the Globe at 
Newbur^, I promised the first Spare moment to think 
of it, which I have done today & have drawn my opinion, 
whidi I intend to send him with this tomorrow morning, 
I think the facts in the State of the Case foimd by an 
inquisition upon a Mandamus or Conunission out of 
Chancery will vest the Crown with the Lands & Enable 
the makeing a new Grant, & I have pointed out the ma- 
terial facts for that purpose that should be found— viz 
death of trustees & no new Election in life of Survivor 
by whidi the Corporation was Dissolved I have just 
now received yours of the 21** I am Sorry to hear of the 
want of r^ard to Disapline in your parts, its a threaten- 
ing prospect & yet it falls Short of the Disregard in 
jers^ wh^e all Law is Disposed as I doubt not you have 
heard by the two Newark riots 

I have not opened the Quadrant as yet & doubt if 
I can get time till my return from jers^ in Aprile next, 
& if you were down the next Spring I ebould be glad of 
your help in the Setting it up, for which Sevaral sheets 
of Directions came with the quadrant, from those who 
had observed with it & Certified the goodness of it 

The facilitating the method of forming Equations of 
the two Luminaries & planets will be of vast use & I 
am glad you are Set about it — ^I believe that Mamsteads 
historia Celestis will be of great use to you in that which 
I have & Cost me £9 Sterling, & if you desire it I will 
Send it to you by the first Sloops 

If you can show from what natural principle the 
Degree of motion which the planets have is impressed & 
is always changeing, I believe it's absolutely new and 
your own Discovery, & I think must tend mudi to the 
perfection of Astronomy 

I must own that many things do & may Exist whereof 
their form or modus of operation, we cannot form a just 
idea of But yet, because your first papers to my think- 
ing gave So intelligable an idea of the modus of the op^- 
ation of the other, to cause all the Phenomena, attributed 
to attraction, its with reluctancy that I am induced to 
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believe that first idea not just by your Leaving it outr— 
And yet (if I think it so faulty as not to rely on it) I 
think it mi^t be preserved at Least as an answer to the 
Objection that you must Suppose some virtue Emitted 
by the resisting matt^ 

I Say that in answer to that objection this would 
show one way how it were possible for the Resisting 
matter to be the cause of an Effect at a Distance frcmi 
it without Emitting any virtue, not that you Say you are 
of opinion that thats the way of the agency of the resist- 
ing matter — ^I Submitt it to you whether it should not 
be preserved at least for that use 

When Parker Sends me the proof of the first She^ 
I shall ordar 300 Coppies as you desire 

I have not forwarded your Letter to M' Franklin, 
shall I Do it? as you don't send him your papers to print 
— ^I am 

D' Sir 
[indoraed] Your most humble Servt 

CADWia^.Ai« CoiikUf £^ J^ AlbxANDSB 

att Coldingham 



From James Alexander 

New York Feb 23d 1745/6 
D'Sir 

About 3 days agoe I had yours of 7** A 8** instant — 
as to haveing any nimiber of your Theory printed on 
fine pap^y the Direction is come too late as SevaiU 
Sheets were printed before I had your Letter — ^I shall 
Send to Parker tomorrow morning for one coppy of 
whats printed & enclose it to you — ^I hope he will finish 
the whole before the third Tuesday of March when I go 
to Amboy, & were it not for the assembly votes I believe 
he would finish it Sooner, — ^if he cannot finish it before 
that time, I should be glad that by your next you'll Say 
whethOT he Shall Stop for 3 weeks till I return, or whether 
youll trust to Parkers own Examination, or any others 
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Flamsteds Historia Coelestis will give you obsara- 
tions of Sun moon & Stars almost Dayly Continued from 
1668 to 1720, its by the help of these that Sir Isaac New- 
ton Examined his Theory of them & by these Plamsted 
Shows some Errors to be Corrected in his own tables, J 
think a Considerable one in the places of the aphelion & 
pmhelion, these will be of infinitely more use to you in 
Seeing if your theory agrees with fact & observation than 
any Observations that can be made here 

As to Flamstead's talks joined with his Doctrine of 
the Sphare they were printed in 1680 & whetha* there 
has been any new Edition of them I have not heard 

I Do not remember to have heard it Stated before that 
the axis of the Earth is not always parallell to it Self — 
Some Sudi thing I have heard as to the moon I believe 
& that what was called its rotations were owing to that 
but I think I have mett with it Since that those rotations 
are accoimted for by its North & South Latitude in re- 
q[)ect to the Ecliptick which Shows us Different parts of 
the moon, & also by its eccentricity in its wbit keeping 
Still its axis always parallell to it Self 

If I remember ri^t Bradlejrs instrument was a Sectcnr 
with a very small arch made chiefly for observing a Sin- 
gle Star that past thro his Zenith & in order to find the 
parallax of the fixed Stars, the Sector was made by M' 
Graham with Sudi Exquisite nicety as to observe to a 
Second, & while the Earth was tending to the Southern 
tropick had fixed the Sector So as that Star should appear 
in it every nij^t as it past the Zenith, but instead of any 
motion appearing northward, which (if any parallax had 
been) it would have had, he perceived a motion South- 
ward to the great Surprise of himself & all whom he called 
to See this with their own Eyes — ^Now the meridians 
could have no Effect I think at the Zenith to cause that 
Star to appear mc»-e or Less Southward — and this motion 
at the pole of the Ecliptick is about 4A'' in all, & its less 
in othw Stars according to their distance from that pole, 
& it seems the observation of the Stars according to his 
Theory agrees with all observations, & by the book called 
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the degree of the meridian whidi I lent you, if you ob- 
served it its now as mudi a thing used to be added or 
Subtracted as refraction or parallax— how you account 
fcM* it that the meridians Should differ so much as 5 or 6 
minutes I am utterly at a Loss to See— I can plainly See 
that the Suns & mudi more the mocms greatest altitudes 
are not upon the Meridian Exactly Excq>t at their Sol- 
stices, because of their continual Motion at othar times 
to the Northward or Southward A CJonsequently at other 
times their greatest altitudes while going Northward will 
be after they pass the meridian & while going Southward 
before th^ r^tch it, but what the quantity of the Differ- 
ence is I know not but believe it very small. So Small 
as not to be worth notice because I never mett with it 
taken notice of in any observations that I rememba*, — 
and Suppose the point of greatest altitude were 5^ of 
degrees west or East of the meridian that would be but 
20^" of time, & the Difference of Dedinaticm in 20" of 
time, I believe is mudi Less than V & so not worth 
notice — ^But this Consideration I think shows that a me- 
ridian Line formed by Equal altitudes of Sun or moon & 
after they come to the maidian Except at their Solstices 
is Lyable to Error 

I have found it Difl&cult to Direct myself of the Com- 
mon mann^ of thinking that action must be accom- 
panied with motion, & begin to see its an Error — ^I don't 
know that that Difficulty has arisen from any improper 
Expressions used by you, nor that any words of yours 
imply an Emanation of virtue otherwise than the Diffi- 
culty of receiving a thing to act at a Distance from it 
Self without Something moveing from it to that Distance. 
You See by what I Send you that Parkar has done with 
the postscript So nothing can be added to it but if he 
had not, I Do assure you I should have not adventured 
to add anything to it, unless you had given me the Exact 
words for I own I am not master of the thing as yet 
but have faith that the thing is right, & I am everyday 
more & more reconciled to it — the Consequaices that 
two bodies of resisting matter placed at any Distance 
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from one another in the ether would there remain at 
rest, w^^e there no other matter besides the Elastick & 
resisting, I Say the consequences of that at first Startled 
me for if So tiien one poimd in one Scale will equipon- 
derate 1000 in the other Scale tho the beam hang by the 
midle, which at first Sight Seems odd, but its plain if 
neither have motion they must remain at rest & So Equi- 
ponderate 

I Shall be Extremely glad to See your Equation table 
of the Earths motion & shall trye it with flamsteds Ob- 
servations which are infinitely more to be Depended on 
than any I overtook or I believe will take because he 
had Exquisite Instruments made under his own Eye & 
by his Direction & had a 52 years Experience as Kings 
Astronomer besides what Expmence he had acquired 
before he was found the most fitt person to be prefared 
to that office 

I have not the Least knowledge or notion of any 
Second cause used by the Almighty to give the progres- 
sive motion or projectile force to bodies of resisting mat- 
ter thats a thing that being once done wants not to be 
done again & therefore his fiat should Seem to be the 
Easiest Cause for frustra fit per plura is a Certain rule of 
his actions, but yet if by causes which retain those bodies 
in their orbits, that motion first given is impaired & So 
wants reparation then indeed I Doubt not but that the 
ahnighty provided the Second cause to make that repara- 
tion & i£ that cause was Sufficient to give the first pro- 
gressive motion. Then was that the Easiest way for that 
motion to arise & so within the Said rule 

I am still in hopes that you may be down here this 
Spring that we may together open the Quadrant — Set it 
up & observe with it first together — 
I am ly Sir 

Your most himible Servant 

[Lidoned] J^ ALEXANDER. 

To 
Cadwalladbr Caums Esq' 
Att 
Ccddin^^iaiii 
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CadioaUader Colden to James Alexander 
[Copy] 

March 7^ 1745/6 

I have yours of the 23^ of Feb^ with three half sheeto 
from Parker I have not observ'd any error of the press 
worth noticeing except page 17 Ime 9 The Machine af 
Aggregate should be Machine or aggregate On Tuesday 
last I sent by Tenbrook an Albany Skippar a copy of my 
Tables of Equation of the Earths mean motion & of her 
orbit which I hope you have received by this time as he 
went by land what you write to me of Ilaxnsteds His- 
toria Coelestis gives me hopes of having my Theory put 
to the full proof & that you will take the trouble to 
examine it in all the principal points whidi are diiefly 
at & near the Equinox & Solstices & about 46 degr 30 
from the Equinox. For which purpose if you please to 
calculate the suns place by my Tables near about the 
times when the sun is in those parts of the ecliptic & 
the suns Declination according to the Variations which 
I suppose of the obliquity of the Ecliptic <fc if in all these 
cases Flamsted Meridian altitudes give at the observatory 
the same altitude of the Equator I shall presume that 
my Tables are true And for this purpose I must now tell 
you the Method which I take to find the sim's Declina- 
tion at every degree of the Ecliptic Suppose the suns 
place were 15*^ from the Equinox I first fiiid what Decli- 
nation the obliquity of 22^ SC gives at 15*^ from the 
Equinox which being foimd I go to the table of the Equa- 
tions of the Earth's orbit & find in the right hand column 
of that table 06^ 04'' which being added to the Declina- 
tion before found gives the suns true Declination when 
at that Distance from the Equinox The Equation tor 
the minutes & seconds is to be found in the same manner 
as in the Equation of the Earths mean motion from the 
midle column but you must observe that aft^ the sun 
passes 46^ 30"^ from the Equinox till it readi the Equi- 
nox the same Equation of 58' 13" is every where to be 
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added to the Declination found from the obliquity of 
22^ 3(y & ihe same equation while the sun moves from 
the Solstice till it come to 46^ 30" of the Equinox but at 
all places between the Equinox & 46^ from it the Equa- 
tion of the Earths orbit in that ri^t hand colunm corre- 
sponding to the Sims distance in the Ecliptic from the 
Equinox added to the Declination found by the common 
tr^nometrical calculation of the obliquity of 22^ & 3fy 
gives the suns true Declination You will oblige me 
exceedingly by making these calculations & trials before 
you go to Amboy & then send me Flamsteds Historia 
Coelestis with the result of your Calculations 

It is impossible for me to explain to you the reasons 
on which I form this process without explaining the prin- 
ciples of my Theory A whidi could not be don within 
the compass of a letter if I had digested my thou^ts into 
order but as I told you before I have not put one line 
in writing on that subject nor shall I do it till I have 
an opportimity of comparing my thoughts with Flam- 
steds observations What first set me upon this work was 
my observing from the first view that Flamsteds equation 
table of the Earths orbit in no manner agreed with the 
figure tJiat I had form'd to my self of it The sun's place 
by my Calculations differ most at about 4fy 3(K from the 
Equinox where I sometimes differ above half a degree 
from the place according to Flamsteds tables 

Pray can you tell me the reason why S' Isaac New- 
Um struck M"" Flamsted's name entirely out of the 2^ & 
3^ Editicms of his Prindpia notwithstanding that in the 
first Edition he had in several places confirmed his The- 
ory from Flamsted observations 

I am in hopes that Parker may have finished the 
printing of what remains before you go to Jers^ if not 
it must stop till you return unless he can suffer the letters 
to stand till he sends up the proof sheet to me to examine 
because what remains where numb^*s or algebraical 
diaracters are used require the greatest correctness & I 
know of none capable of supplsring your place where these 
are used. 
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CadivaUader Colden to the Rei/^ D^ Samuel Johnson 

[Copy] 

GoLDBNQHAM Ap: 12 1746 
Rev* S' 

Tho I be now so long in answering your favour of Oo- 
tober last it is not from any want of esteem ior your 
Correspondence but from the want of proper opport**~ to 
write & of a subject which I thought mij^t be intertain- 
ing to you I am much oblidged to you for the informar 
tion you give me of the learned Speculations of the Gen- 
tleman you mention but of this perh^)s more some other 
time I shall only now say that in all the cases which 
I have examined & where I suspected S^ Isaac Newtone 
to be mistaken I found he had been exceedingly carefull 
& that the mistakes were all on my side from my not 
understanding the Subject & therefor you must allow 
me to suspect the like of that Gentleman where he diff«9 
from S' Isaac on any point that he has positivdy deter- 
mined. 

I have lately received by M' Watkins jrour printed 
letter cm the sovaidgnly & Promises of God. It is so 
mudi acceding to my manner of thinking that I am 
surprised that any thinking & good Man should differ 
from you, but more that they should for that reason ^i- 
tertain harsh thoughts of you & still more that they dare 
to propagate these harsh thoughts amcmg their nei^- 
bours This gives too much reason to suspect their 
charily (The grand Characterestick of the Christian 
Religion) if not their Probity. Men without Charity give 
ground to doubt of their being Christians that is to doubt 
their understanding the principles of the Christian Reli- 
gion, & without morality of their belief of any Religion 
From what I know of the principles assiduously propar 
gated in this part of the Country I think jrour letter vay 
seasonable & I wish people had more oppertunities of 
informing themselves on subjects of such like nature & 
then ArtfuU Men would not have it in their powers to put 
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such constructions on Gods revealed Will as sets it in 
opposition to his Will dedared in every man's heart or 
which sets Religeon in opposition to Reason & Morality 

These principles are the invention & imposture of 
Popery & can only be defended on popish priniples 
(however averse some defend^B of them may think 
themselves to it) & if these i^inciples be aUowed they 
cannot defend themselves from Fopery The Papists 
must allwise have the advantage against men of sudi 
principles in support of their most absurd Doctrines & 
the defenders of these principles (without knowing it) 
lead the people back as fast as th^ can to Rome It is 
for this reason that the Popish Emissaries have direc- 
tions to join with & to promote all the Enthusiastic Sects 
k principles among the Protestants The truth of this 
has api^eared from several remarkable & uncontested 
pieces of History 

The difficulties which puzle some or most men in 
Speculation on these Subjects arise from their not having 
proper notions & Distinctions of the nature of things 
Prsescience, for example, in no manner opperates as a 
cause in producing any effect. I may with great cer- 
tainty foretell an Eclipse, & its possible, all the Eclipses 
that shall happen to the end of the world yet it is very 
certain that I in no manner concur in producing these 
events by my Prsesci^ace of them more than the most 
ignorant man in Astronomy does 

Anoth^ mistaken notion is that we think liberty con- 
sists in an indifference in our dioice or will to either side 
of the Question, to assent or to deny, to act in one way 
or in the contrary Now after I imderstand a Proposi- 
tion in Euclid I cannot refuse my assent & yet I give my 
Assent with fuU liberty Suppose a perfectly good Man 
we may Safely say he cannot do a wicked act & yet he 
does good with great freedom This kind of liberty whidi 
they suppose, can only exist in Imperfect beings & arises 
from a defect or want of sufficient knowledge to deter- 
inine the Will But truely speaking every intelligent be- 
u^ is truely free however necessarly it acts while it acts 
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only from principles within itself with out compulsk>n 
from any ^cient cause without it If this be not ad- 
mited God cannot be said to be a free Agent who nece»- 
sarly acts tor the best is never misinformed or in doubt 
& can never be indet^mined To understand my con- 
ceptions on this Subject, it is necessary fcM* me to tell yoa 
wherein I think the essential difference between a Mate- 
rial & an intelligent being consists 

All beings of whidi we have any conc^ticms are 
agents or acting Principles (simple or compounded) fear 
we have no Idea's but of our own Actions & of the things 
which strike our senses Or all Ideas are the effect of 
some action in or on our minds, otherwise an ^ect may 
be produced without a cause, & nothing without action 
can produce anything These Agents I suppose to be 
divided into two essentially different kinds of Beings 
The one Material whose mode & degree of action is de- 
termined by the efficient causes or agents surrounding it 
with out its perceiving any thing of them or being ocm- 
sdous of its own actions Sudi is a Clock whidi regu- 
larly divides times, the motion of its hands are deter- 
mined by the Wei^t himg at one of the Wheels & by the 
shape & form of the wheels &o That is its actions are 
determined by efficient causes 

The other kind of acting Beings are intelligent Beings 
who are conscious of their own actions & perceive the 
Actions of all other beings which any way reach or affect 
them & which alters & determines its own actions acc(»rd- 
ing to the perceptions it has of its own & of the othar 
beings which surround it whose actions reach it & this 
allwise for some purpose or end, & tha*efor is of itself 
properly moved or determined only by final causes And 
this I take to be the essential difference between Matter 
& Spirit That Matter has its action regulated & deter- 
mined only by efficient causes but Spirit or Intelligent 
Beings by final causes. This gives a real positive & 
essential difference Whereas the Definitions commonly 
met with consisting of Negatives are no Definitions or 
Definitions of nothing 
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I am now printing something on the Subject of Mate- 
rial Agients whidi I hope may be of use to inlarge our 
knowledge in natural Philosophy I print only so many 
copies 83 may submit it to the examination of the learned 
As soon as it shall be printed it will kiss your hands 
for that purpose. 



From Samuel Joknsan 

SraATFOBD Ap. 22 1746. 
S' 

I am very much obliged to you for yours of y* 12th 
& exceeding glad that any thing I can write Should 
meet with the approbation of a Gentleman of your pene- 
trati(Hi. — ^You must at least be sensible what a prodigi- 
ous Tryal of patience it must be to be obliged to defend 
what is only the Cause of Common Sense against sudi 
amaaing Absurdities as are read about among us for the 
Oracles of God. — But in Truth I would rather, if it were 
possible, believe there is no God, than to believe him to 
be such a Being as these Teachers, not only represent 
him, but insist he is, & that you must believe so too, upon 
the pain of Damnation. — ^You are very right in observ- 
ing that popery is of piece, & doubtless at the Bottom 
of these late mad doctrines & proceedings I verily be- 
lieve that the late Emissaries who have made so much 
Confusion among us are but Dupes to the Jesuits, tho' 
parhaps not s^isible that they are so, & that the man- 
agement of those vagrants that have been rambling with 
their nonsense all over those Kingdoms & the planta- 
tions, have been but a part of the great Scheme that has 
been long patching & is now come out in the present 
Rebellion; it appearing that the Seceeders, (as the Meth- 
odists are called in Scotland,) have many of them joynd 
with the papists & Jacobites. — ^And indeed if they can 
persuade mankind to believe in sudi a Deity as they 
describe, I should not wonder if they should induce them 
to believe Transubstantiation whidi Doctrine, as mon- 
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stroualy absiird as it is, I should, if it weare possible, mudi 
rather beleive than their barbarous & unnatural Notions 
of the Deity. 

Your Notions of Prescienoe A Liberty are very agree* 
able to the apprdiensions I have of those matt^ — ^And 
I agree with you, that no Authwity, without good Rea- 
sons, Should influence our Decisions. — NuUius In Verba, 
jy Turner's Motto, is very good one, & for the Same 
Reason, tho' I have a profound Veneration for M' Locke^ 
S"^ Isaac Newton & Bp Berkely, yet I would not be de- 
t^mined me^ly by their Authority in a matt^ oi 
Opinion, nor by their Reasons neither, any furth^ than 
I can See for my Self. S' Isaac was doubtless vary exacts 
especially in his Experiments & the mathematical Rea- 
sonings, but in meerly physical Conjectures or metaphy- 
sical matters it is no wonder if he should Sometimes be 
mistaken, (with relation to whidi it is that he has been 
faulted chiefly by Barkely & Hutchinson,) nor is it to be 
wondered at if they also in their turn be Sometimes mis- 
taken; tho' I confess I can't but think Bp Berkely is 
one of the first men of this Age 

I have lately read his Siris, & shall desire M^ Nidiols 
to Send it you if he can, consistent with his Engagements 
to M^ Franklin, of whom he was so obliging as to borrow 
it for me. Be it so that there may be some things that 
may be tho't futilous; yet I can't but wish I had your 
Opinion upon the Philosophical part of it. — ^He imaginee 
that all the sensible Qualities in Bodies are to be ac- 
ooimted for from Light or Fire, derived from the Sun as 
the Sourse; & that as S*^ Isaac has accounted tor Colours 
by the different Refrangibility of the Rays of Li^t all 
Colours being originally blended in each Ray: So he Sup- 
poses that all Sapors^ odours & medicinal virtues, are 
originally blended in the Rays of Light, & diversified in 
different Bodies according to their Texture as Colours 
are from the Different Texture of their Surfaces, which 
Seems a pretty Thought &c. but I shall not ^ilarge be- 
cause I hope you will see it. 

I shall be very glad to see what you have wrote on 
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tiie sub jecte you mention, which are of mudi Importance, 
& I am pa:Buaded, were they rightly explained the cheif 
Difficulties that divided L^uned men would of coiuw 
yaoish; for I doubt whether we do not many times 
delude our Selves with Sounds, & I apprehend particu- 
larly that if a just Definition of those terms were settled, 
truly thinking men would not differ in their Apprehen- 
sions. I do not doubt your Notion of the Difference be- 
tween Intelligent & Material Beings, (which to avoid 
ambiguity I should rather call Sensible Beings,) is, at 
bottom, the Same with mine: yet I must confess, (& I 
hope you will forgive me in Saying So,) that I Should 
not have expressed m3rself exactly in the same manner 
as you do. — ^To me it Seems that the words material 
Agents, are really a Contradiction in T^rms, & that we 
cannot use the Term Agent when we speak of material 
Things, (unless it be vulgarly & catachristically, as we 
Say the Sun rises, moves &c.) because the Term Agent, 
to me in strict philosophic verity, always imports a 
Being that has a principle of Activity within it self & 
acts upon a Design whereof it is conscious: — ^whereas 
Matter, in any Sense, I take to mean a meet passive 
thing, & to be so far from being capable of consciousness, 
that it has not the least Glymps of any principle of Self 
Activity, & therefore, that it is so far from being an 
Agent, properly speaking, that in all it's motions it is 
ever passively acted by that inteUigent self-active Being 
who is the Cause of Gravity, At1a:*acti(m, Repulsion &o 
in every thing that occurs to our Senses or Imaginations. 
— Consequently I apprdiend there are no such things 
as Efficient Causes in Nature beside Spirits or Intelligent 
Beings, (either Supreme or Subordinate,) who as sudi, 
ever Act from a principle of Consciousness Design & Self 
Activity. 

Whweas, therefore, you express your Definitions in 
these Terms, And this I take to be the Essential Differ- 
ence between Matter & Spirit, that matter has Hfs 
Action regulated <k determined by Efficient Causes, but 
Spirits by final Causes: I should have diose to express 
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them thu8^ That matter has properly Speaking no Action, 
but inaUit^s Motions is meerly paUively acted & deters 
mined by Spirits which alone can be efficient Causes, — f 
whereas Spirits or Intelligent Beings are such as act from 
a principle of Consciousness dk Design A of Self Exertion 
A Self determination^ under the influence or with a view 
at what we call final causes, i. e. some End which they 
aim at Accomplishing. 

But I fear I grow Impertineiit & theref we will add no 
more than to ask your paidon for this Liberty I have 
presumed to take, & to assure you that I remain, S' 

your most obliged 
humble Servant 
Samxtbl Johnsok. 



Oovemor William Shirley to the Six Nations. 

Boston May 29*^ 1746. 
Good Friends & Brethren, 

I think it to be conformable to the Agreement made 
between us, that I should acquaint you with all Matters, 
of Importance that mutually concern us, and therefcM^ 
I send you this early account (which I receiv'd last ni^t 
by one of the Kings Vessels sent Express to me from 
England) that King George has ordered a large Body of 
Land Forces to be forthwith imbark'd in Great Britain, 
and a great Fleet or barge men of War for an Expedition 
against Canada, to go to Quebec by Sea; and has ord^:Bd 
the Govemoiu^ of Virginia, Maryland, Pensilvania, New 
Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Massa- 
chusetts Bay & New Hampshire to raise a great Body of 
Troops, to march into Canada by the Way of Albany, 
And his Majesty (whose Predecessms for above a Cen- 
tmy of Years have treated your Tribes as good Subjects 
& Friends) has great Confidence that you will heartily 
engage with us in prosecuting this Expedition against a 
treachax>us & false hearted Nation, that have alwB,ys hem 
guilly of Breach of their Treaties with their peaceable 
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Neighbours; And as God has remarkably favour'd our 
ri^teous Cause in ddivering up into our hands Cape 
Breton & the Country in those Parts, so we trust m his 
Power & Goodness for givmg us Success in this important 
Enterprize, & thereby shewing that he is a God of Justice 
to punidi the wicked & perfidious. And as you did in the 
last Treaty Gov^mour Clinton and our Commissioners 
had with you at Albany, upon full Parswasion of the 
Wrong done us by our Enemies, and your Obligation by 
Treaty to join witii us for obtaining Justice, firmly prom- 
ise within a few Months to draw the Sword against those 
Our Enemies, so we trust that upon this singular & ex- 
traordinary Occasion we shall have your utmost Assist- 
ance by raising as large Body of Men out of your Tribes 
as possible to prosecute this Expedition jointly with us; 
and in return you may depend upon all the Protection 
and Friendship whidi his Majes^ King George & his 
Subjects within these Northern Colonies can shew you — 
Admiral Warrea, your hearty Friend, is by the Kings 
Ordar to have the Command of the Squadron of Ships 
upon this Expedition. 

I am with great Truth <fc Friendship 
Yours faithful Brother 

W. SHmiiBT 

To the Chiefs of the Six Nations of India <fc their Tribes 
in Alliance with his Majesty King George 

[Indoreed] Qovem<»^ Shirley's Intended letter to y Indians which I 
would not suffer to be presented to them at our last meeting of them 
at Albany, August 1746. 



CadwaUader Colden to J oh. Fred. Gronovvus 
[Copy] 

Pbovincb op New York 
gr CoLDENGHAM May 30th 1746. 

The enclosed sheets are a copy of what I sent to you 
in the beginnuig of last winter directed to the Care of 
M' CoUinson but as we have since heard that the ship 
was taken betwixt P(Hl«nouth & the Douns & carried 
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into Dieppe tiiese papers must be lost As sudi misfor- 
tune was to be expected tiiere was an outside direction 
on the Packet in French desiring the Captors in »idi case 
to send th^n to the Gentlemen of the Royal Gard^i at 
Paris tho' I then thouf^t & still think that such creatures 
as privateers commonly are, will very litle mind any- 
tiiing of that kind, but I mention this to you that in case 
the CapV' of the privates be a man of some taste for 
learning you may take some opportunity of inquiring 
after them I sent along with the Pap^^ the Specimens 
which you desir'd & some others together with the seeds 
of several plants & the loss of them I cannot at present 
repair. Pray God tiiese Wars may soon cease for tiiey 
are destructive to Learning After I had wrote that letter 
I receiv'd yours of the ninth of July 1745 & likewise ihe 
Packet which had been so long missing dated ihe 
6^ of August 1743 with Linnaeus Fundam^ita Botanica 
[one word missing] Botanica together with your flora 
Virgin & Index Lapidtun The first came by M"^ CJoUin- 
sons care but how the packet so long on its way came I 
know not there was a direction on it by some hand tiiat 
knows me as You oblige me exceedingly I shall en- 
deavoiu* to make what returns I can. It is so rare a 
thing for a merchant (who generally make Profit & loss 
the Rule for all their actions) to apply themselves to any 
thing of Literature where no gain can be expected tiiat 
I would with pleasure assist M' Clifford in sending him 
seeds but he has allready so great a collection that I 
cannot expect to be otherwise than troublesome in send- 
ing things which He has seen over & over again but if 
he'l please to mention any particulars that he wants I 
shall indeavour to procure them for him for I shall have 
my reward in the pleasure I take in sa!Ting sudi men 
However I hope he will send a Copy of his Hortus at 
least to every Province of America that the effects of his 
Benevolence to man kind may become as general as 
possible. Our Friend D^ Du Bois died last winter of a 
malignant coruptive fever accompanied with ulc^^tions 
in the throat which has been epidemical several years in 
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several parts of America D' Johnstone lives in New 
Jersey at a considerable distance from my house & I 
believe does not at present apply his thou^t to any kind 
of Lita^ture I hear often from oiur Friend M*^ Bartram 
the good man was obliged to send to me your letters to 
him to translate Ihe latin parts of them. It is very 
extraordinary that a man of the lowest Education with- 
out the advantage of any kind of learning should have 
such a taste for knowledge & acquires so great a share of 
it. I send another Copy of the treatise published at New 
York on Tar Water I have no other Copy of the other on 
the West India Dry Bellyach The Author proposes to 
make a new Edition partly occasioned by some remarks I 
procured to him on the first Edition. 

I design to order three copies of a small piece to be 
put up in this packet which I intend to submit to the 
examination of the Learned the printing of which I hope 
will be finished before this goes. It is on a subject which 
has puzled philosophers in all ages the Solution of whidi 
I fancy that I have hit on & that it may be of use in the 
improvement of knowledge in every part of Physics. I 
know not whether your taste be in this [one word miss- 
ing] kind of learning but whether or not I must beg the 
favour of you to desire some of your Mathematicans 
those chiefly versant in the Newtonean & Leibnitzean 
Systems to p^use it of which no doubt you have some 
of distinguished Characters in yoiu* University & that 
you wiU favoiu* me with your own & their opinion of it 
as soon as yoiu* conveniency permits for I trust you will 
earnestly beg you to do it without complement and with 
the sincerity & freedon of a friend and Philosopher as 
you see I indeavour to write to you This country is now 
engaged in a most barbarous war with Indians, Popish 
converts, set on by accursed Priests to murder innocent 
People in their beds or at their daily labour Good God 
what a Religeon must that be that incites men to such 
cruelties & yet from what we learn from the Publidc 
News Your country seems not sufficiently apprehensive 
of being again subjects of such a bloody cruel tyranny. 
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Cadwallader Golden to Samuel Joknmm 
[Copy] 

jy Qr Coii>BNQHAM June 2^ 1746. 

I now desire M*^ NicfaoUs to send you a copy of the 
treatise which I mentioned to you in my last In it you 
will find my thou^ts on somethings which w^re the 
subject of yoiu* last to me by the Rev* M' Watkina One 
Ihing I am desirous of being mcH^ fully inform'd from 
you how consciousness & Intelligence become essential 
to all agents that act from a power within Ihemsetves 
as to my own part I do not perceive the necessary con- 
nexion between Power or Force A Intelligence or Con- 
sciousness We may certainly in a thousand objects of 
our senses discover power & force without pat^ving 
any intelligence in them And tho this Pow^ k Force 
should be only apparent & the consequence or effect of 
some other primary cause yet I am certainly to be ex- 
cused for my thinking it real till it appear otherwise to 
me as I believe every man is to be excused who does not 
understand astronomy & tiiinks that the Sun Moves & 
this opinion in him cannot in any proper sense be called 
an absurdity in him. 

In the next place I beg youl give me a Definition of 
Matter or any oth^ being meerly passive without any 
Power or Force Such a being I cannot conceive & there- 
for as to me does not exist 

You will oblige me exceedingly by giving me your 
opinion of the Printed treatise or of any part of it with- 
out reserve For my Design only is to discover & to be 
assured of the Truth. You will find by some parts of 
that piece that tho' I have the greatest esteem of S"* Isaac 
Newtons knowledge & performances I take the liberty to 
differ in opinion from him in some points. That man 
neva* existed who nevw* err'd As I have a great esteem 
of yoiu* Judgement I am very desirous to have your 
opinion of what I send as soon as may be with your 

convenienpy. t 

1 am 
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CadvHiUader Colden to Mrs. Golden. 

My Dear 

I had sent for my horse to be wilh you this ni^t but 
before they could be brou^t up it is so late that I am 
affray'd of riding in the ni^t after having been exceed- 
ing hot by being on the Water in a Sultry day I left 
New York yesterday morning I am sorry that I cannot 
give you all the pleasure you expected by my coming up 
Since yoiu* Dau^ters have not come with me Alsie has 
the Measles but you may be sure I would not have left 
ha: if I had apprehended the least Danger & in furthar 
confirmation of it tho' great numbers have had that 
Distemper none have been in Danger. I know all Ihe 
care will be taken of har than can be taken. She is at 
M' NicfaoUs's I cannot express the cordial Frienddiip 
that all of that family have shown on many occasions 
Jenny was in good health but would not leave her sister 
A I did not desire it They were both desirous that I 
should come up to you for otherwise they thou^t you 
would be more imeaf^. I am contented that you receive 
this account before I see you that the pleasure of our 
meeting may be as little allayed as possible. Pray my 
Dear Be not uneasy or as littie as possible for I assure 
you I have no apprdiensions of any ill effects from the 
Measles as none have happened to any one in Ihe place 
Both Jenny & Alsie had wrote to you by Nan but he 
told me this morning in passing Ihat he forgot the letter 
at New York A this no doubt adds to your concern. I 
shall be wilh you tomorrow meaning The Gov' is going 
to Albany but I am not to go with him, Cadwalladar 
must be ready to meet him here next Saturday I am in 
perfect good health Alexander will come up with me 
tomorrow mommg. your most affectionate 

Newburgh Jmie 18 [1747] Cadwalladbb Cou>in. 
Thursday evening 

Indoraed To 

Mn Coii«N At Coldengham 

[This letter is one year out <A pkoe] 
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CadwaUader Golden to Mrs. Colden 

My Dear 

I got to this place next day after I left you about 
eleven befcH^ noon aft^ a very pleasant passage I can 
give you the pleasure to assure you that I continue in 
vary good health & if this will add to ihe pleasure tha4; 
I have so much lost all relish for ihe Toim that I allready 
begin to wish to be at home again wiih you 

As Mr Alexander is now in the Jerseys & is to be at 
home next Saturday ni^t & to return again to the Jer- 
seys next Mimday I am obliged to put off my visit to 
Betty longer than I designed otherwise I may not have 
an opportimity to see him while I am in toun. There 
is little publidc News more than what is in tiie Prints 
I hear tiiat Tebout the Carpenter has allready got a 
100 men to go on the Expedition M'^ Intosh about 50 men 
& Langden about 30 I am sorry to hear that scmie indis- 
oret bdiaviour has open'd some peoples mouths against 
M^" Intosh 

Some person from Jamaica sajrs that Coll Beckford 
told them He had a lettar from M' Clark informing him 
of M' Clark's safe arival at London & I am likewise told 
that M" Bradley has a lett^ from London whidi mai- 
tions M' Clark's safe arivaL I know not what to say 
to M' Markhams design The raising a Company is made 
a condition of ihe Commisi^ This will be attended with 
a great expence & if it should fail may ruin a man of 
small stodc But if he can be sure of making up the num- 
ber I hardly Question but that he may obtain the Com- 
mission Iho' as I am told there is allready a promise made 
to fifteen some of them m^i of very odd Charactars I 
am told that Honeyman has no success & Axtel as litle^ 
M' Murray & M'* Murray have been both with me on 
M' Markhams Acc^ but it was before I had seen the Gov^ 
or any of the Council I expect to see him (M' Murray) 
again before the sloop goes & then if requesite I shall add 
furtha*. M' Murray has been with me again & I have 
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told him tiiat I make no doubt of obtaining a 
warrant to inlist men with a promise of a Capl^ 
Conmii^ if a 100 be made up but whether it may be 
advisable for M*^ Markham to run all the risques that 
may attend a matter of this nature I must leave to his 
own reflection Most part of titie expence will be reim- 
bursed if tilings go on as expected but at first thare must 
be an advance of money Now I have no more news to 
write In one ree{)ect I can with great ease to my mind 
be absent from my private business that I know it is 
taken care off by you with all possible diligence & yet 
notwithstanding of this I shall endeavour to return as 
socm as I can for I shall really have but litle pleasure 
here the whole manner of living is so different from 
my taste. M' Kennedy keeps alltogether on the other 
side & comes only for an horn* when business calls. Re- 
member me affectionately to all om* Children. And pray 
take care of your own health for nothing can give me 
more pleasure than to know that you injoy it with pleas- 
ure & I shall endeavour aU in my power to your ease & 
satisfaction both absent & present I am 
My Dear 

Yom* most affectionate 
New Yc»rk Cadwalladbb Coidmn 

June 19**^ 1746 
Mrs. Murray goes up with CcHrtes 

IndofBed 

To 
UnCaums 9,% 

Coldeoi^utfiL 



Observations on the Plan of Operations Communicated 

by Goif Shirley to Got/ Clinton. 

(In the handwriting of Cadwallader C!olden.) 

we ought not to be too sanguine in our hopes of Success 
in war for too many instances are to be found of the Want 
of Success wh^e there was the least doubt of it especially 
where the casualties of the Sea are added to aU the other 



Digitized by 



Google 



216 THE GOLDEN PAPER8-174a-1747 

accidents of War All Intdligence between the Army A 
the Ck>lonieB can only be carried on Hiis way with that 
dispatch which the necessity of affairs may require A 
therefor this road must be kept open & safe whidi can- 
not be while the Ennemies Garison remains at Croun 
Point For these reasons I should think it advisable that 
the party which marches by land should make sure oi 
Croun Point in the first place whidi according to the plan 
of operations that the Army by sea shall be in StLaur^ioe 
river before this party move it may be reasonably ex- 
pected will not make any considerable defence when tiiey 
can expect no relief If battering cannon can be carried 
to Croun Point as I am infonn'd they may, that Fort 
cannot in any case make a defence of six days after the 
Battmes shall begin to play. The acquisition of this 
Fort in case of the greatest misfortunes that can happen 
to 1^6 other parts of the Expedition will in a good meas- 
ure recompence the northern Colonies for tiieir trouble 
& expence & will give up a prodigious influence over all 
the Indians & which the French have in a great measure 
obtained by the reputation of that Fort among the In- 
dians 

I am of Opinion likewise t^at it is a mistake in the 
Scheme from Boston that Provisions and other neces- 
saries can be more easily & more speedily & with less ex« 
pence be carried roimd by Cape Breton into St Laurence 
river then by the conmion passage from Albany For in 
my opinion such carriage will be with less expence more 
speedily & with greater safety after Croun point shall be 
taken. The land Carriage to the wood Creek from Al- 
bany is only about sixty miles and all the Way a good 
Waggon road or without any difficulty or loss of time may 
be made such & from the Wood Creek to Chambly t^e 
Carriage is alltogether by water & not near so far as be- 
tween Cape Breton & Quebec & will be very safe after 
Croim point shall be taken for it can be exposed to none 
of the accidents which the navigation in St Laurence's 
Bay is exposed to From Chambly to Montreal the 
distance is only sixteen miles After Croim point shall 
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be taken small deckt vessels may be built in a very litle 
time tor tranq)orting any thing with the greatest safety 
Tlie Plank in my opinion may be carried from Albany 
if none is to be got nearer or at the worst may be saVd 
by hand there & the timbers every body knows can be got 
any where So that in case there be a necessity of the 
Armies continueing all winter as it is probable it will be 
necessary if they have any Success this passage will be- 
come alwBolutely necessary for the Passage by St. Law- 
rmce will be shut up by the Sea & if they want success & 
the army or any part of it be obliged to return that way 
while that fact remains in the Enemies hands th^ must 
come within the si^t of Croun Point & may be put to 
difficulties thereby which we cannot at present imagine 
for a retiring imdisciplin'd army is easily discomposed & 
put out of Countenance. 

It seems most prudent that the part of Ihe Army that 
is to go by land should rendezvous near Albany or at 
farthest at the Wood Creek otherwise every party may 
be under uncai^ainties while the communication between 
them will certainly be cut off or exceedingly obstructed by 
the Fr^ich & their Indians & every party more ex- 
posed to ambuscades & surprises or even to a supmor 
force bef(H« they unite While the Army is thus sep- 
arated into far distant parties it will be impossible for 
the general who commands to concert any certain plan 
or to know whether his orders are obesr'd or can be obejr'd 
I likewise am of opinion that the plan concerted at home 
should be entirely foUow'd except where the reaaons for 
altering are very evident & no apparent objections can 
be made to the alteration 

I would propose that the Levies to be rais'd on this 
Province A in Connecticut which are designed to go by 
land should as soon as possible begin to rendezvous near 
Albany & for that piupose they should begin to en- 
camp some where above that oily as soon as possible & 
that one or two of the independent companies of regular 
troops encamp with them Huts made of Bark which 
people used to the woods know how to make will serve 
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in place of tents & will secure the m&k from weather even 
bett^ than tents can do A Hut that will contain ten or a 
dozen men may be made in two or three hours time by a 
smalla* number of men then are to lodge in it As I have 
often seen don & have lodged in them My reasons for this 
are that by this means the men may by degrees be re- 
duced to some kind of discipline & the r^ular troops will 
not only help to discipline ihe others but prevent the 
disorders which usually attend new levies whidi are most 
usually composed of the most diorda*ly people in Hie 
Coun^. Besides this as the small Pox is in the City 
of Albany it seems absolutely necessary that the men 
be kept as mudi as possible from that place & if it diouM 
at any time appear in the Camp that the infected be im- 
mediately removed to a proper distance. As one design 
of the Marching by land is to draw the attention of the 
Ennemy from Quebec & Montreal where the principal 
attaks are designed & may occasion a reuniting of their 
force th^re the sooner this is don & the greater show is 
made the more it wiU serve this purpose & for this pur- 
pose likewise it may not be improper to give out that the 
chief Design is against Croun Point 
New York June 21*' 
1746 



From John Rutherfvrd 

Albany 26** June 1746 
EKSh- 

I have the favour of yours of the 3* Inst and your Es- 
say, which I expect great pleasure from & when I have 
perused it you may dq)end on my thou^ts of it in the 
freest manna* but now the Beating of Drums for the new 
Levys the attention to news from Canada, Europe A 
Cape Breton & how preparations are goeing on at New 
York & the neibouring Provinces for our Grand Entar^ 
prize against Canada, makes me write you in a very diffar- 
ent Strain & beg yoiur opinion of the manner that a£fair 
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is proposed to be carr/d on & what infonnation you 
can give me of the above articles; As you are I hear 
now at New York, pray get notice as soon as possible 
how The new BattUions raised are to be commanded 
& how the four Companys here are to be disposed of, my 
present view & ambition being to endeavour to get the 
Rank of liet CoU' by means of these new Levys & at 
the same time keep my Company in order to have some- 
thing certain, how I'm to bring this about I have no no- 
lion of at present so pray say nothing of my design to 
any person whatev^, only make the necessary enquirys 
that I may know how to apply by being amongst the 
first to know how things are to be managed, if you have 
any Correspond^t at Philadelphia or wherever Gen' 
Gooch may have occasion to explain himself on that 
head before he arrives at New York, I beg would write 
to them about it, as we may by that means have some 
time to apply, befor things are publickly known here. 
Pray let me know if any of your Sons are to go & who of 
those proposeing to raise Ccmipanys are likelyest to Suc- 
ceed. I must insist on your being present here with the 
Govemour when he comes to treat with the Indians tot 
many reasons most of which you can easily guess Ihe rest 
ri tell you at meeting & only assure you at pres^it that 
'tis necessary for the publidc good, & as I depend upon 
your being my Guest here II take care you shall be 
free from all Ihe noise & hubbub in town, for my house 
stands in a quite place opposite to the Recc^ars. Pray 
be so good as let me hear from you as soon as you r^ 
ceive this to satisfy my Curiosily as to what's allready 
known relateing to the manner & management of this 
Expedition. I'm obliged to you for the kind manner in 
which you invite Mrs. Rutherford & I to your house, but 
The Scenes changed you see & Instead of our seeing 
you at Goldingham, we hope & depend upon seeing you 
at Albany where you may assure yourself of the sincerest 
Wellcome from sir 

Your most obed^ humble Servant 

John Ruthbbfobd 
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CadwaUader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

[end of June 1746] 
My Dear 

I have youTB of the 22* & 26*^ the last of whidi I re- 
ceived first. It must give me the greatest concern to hear 
of any iUness you have & more in my absence but it 
would give me a perpetual anxiety if I tiiought any 
thing of that kind were kept from my knowlege As I 
have been long from the publidc business I cannot with 
any countenance ask leave to return home at tiiis time 
& it would not be easily granted by tiie Gov' unless 
there wore a very evident reason for it but not withstand- 
ing of this I wish very heartily to be with you for my 
being in toun at this time has occasioned a great deal of 
Jealousy among some folks. To remove it in some meas- 
sure I design to go tomorrow to Westchester & to be 
absent 2 or 3 days wh^*e I hope to spend the hours with 
some degree of that pleasure which I enjoy at home The 
Gov' desired me with some concern to go with him to 
Albany but I with a great deal of earnestness declined it 
& I hope to hear no more of it We have no news as yet 
but every moment in expectation. Now my dear pray 
give me the pleasure to be assured that you do not in any 
req)ect neglect your self that we may have a joyfull 
meeting which fihaU be as soon as I can & I know you 
would not desire my leaving this place in such a manner 
as mi^t prove prejudical to my self & family I shall 
write of the Farm i^airs on the oth^ side to John Re- 
member me affectionately to aU our Children I wrote to 
Alexanda* by Naeka I left finishing the letter till the 
Posts came in No News & this evening I reoeiv'd Alex- 
and" letter about ihe Ferry which I have not time to 
answ^ but I do not suspect that any thing will be moved 
in it at this time I am 

My Dear 

Yom* most affectionate 
Cadwalladeb Goldek 
Saturday night 
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CadwaUader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

My Dear 

I came yest^ay from West Chester where I left 
Betty in good health & aU the Childrea except that 
Nsncy & Peter had somethmg of the fever and ague. 
I staid longer there than I would otherwise don in ordar 
to have got soon home that I might avoid what otha* 
people generally are fond off that is that I might be 
as litle concau'd in the conduct of affairs as possible but 
I know not how aU things are at a stand & I am aSrhy^d 
it will not be in my power to keep so much unconcem'd 
as I wish to be without laying aside all concern for the 
success of ihe Expedition & for the success of which I 
think no man living in this Coimtry can be indifferent 
Youl find by what I now write that the time of my re- 
tom must be very uncertain at this time but tho' I can- 
not say any thing now as to the time yet in a few days 
more we must come to something of certainty. 

Oliver DeLancey is retum'd home He left the Ad- 
miral & his Lady at Boston. They are expected soon 
here So far as I can learn the Admiral is not to go upon 
the Expedition but designs to return soon to England 

We have now caiain Accounts several ways that tiie 
Rebels are entirely defeated The Duke of Perth & 
alhnost all ihe Gentl^nen kill'd The Pretender's son 
was not in the battle being sick at Inverness two miles 
from the place of Battle & that he fled with only two 
gentlemen in company as soon as he heard of the suc^ 
cees of tiie Kings troops undw- the Duke of Cumberland. 
And that they were in pursuit of him Porter firom Ire- 
land says he heard the Fleet was saild for Cape Breton 
before he left Bellfast so that we may expect every mo- 
ment to hear of their arival This diip belongs to M' 
Alexander & they have thoughts of sending her speedily 
to London I would write by her before I leave this 
place & for that purpose I want my Brotii^rs direc- 
tion for his letters to whose care they are to be directed 



Digitized by 



Google 



222 THE GOLDEN PAPERS— 174^1747 

at B^rwidc And I would have you likewise look into the 
Bundle of Piq)erB & letters from M' CoUinson which youl 
find in the row of nests next the CSiimney in my Closet 
& there you'l find a letter from Starahan a Printer in 
which he tells me how to direct for him send me a Ck>py 
of tiiis direction likewise I have forgot his Christian 
name It will be necessary to send tiiese as soon as pos- 
sible that they may readi me before I return home 

The Council is call'd at nine this morning & I write 
this expecting M*^ Clinton every mom^it to call for it 
before I go into Council & I think of nothing more to 
add at this time but to intreat you to take care of your- 
self that we may have a cheerful meeting which I shall 
indeavour to have as soon as possible Remember me 
a£fectionately to all our dear Children I am 

My dear 

Your most a£fectionate 
Cadwalladeb Coldbn 
New York 
Thursday Morning 
July 3* 1746 

Friday mining Yesterday we had a s(3t)ng debate in 
Council who should go to Albany with tiie Gov' ev^y 
one were for my going not withstanding all the exposi- 
tion I could make to it & I am affray'd it will fall to my 
lot tho' I still use all my endeavours to avoid it. If I 
must go I shall return home sooner than otherwise 



CadwdUader Cdden to Peter CoOiiMan 
[Copy] 

New Yoek July 8*^ 1746 

My Brother James has a legfy(sy left him of two hun- 
dred pounds Penqrlvania money by my Aunt Elis^ HiU 
who a widow fcMrmerly liv'd at Philadelphia but for the 
last years of her life witii me & dy'd at my house above 
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two years sinoe I acquainted him of Hiis by the first 
opp(H*tunity after her Death He desir'd me to r^nit it to 
London by any method I should think best there to be 
paid to M"" James Gouts Merchant in London But as he is 
not acquainted with Mercantile affairs in any shape 
his directions to me were very defective & lame I wrote 
to him for more express orders Since which time I have 
not heard from him which I attribute to his letters not 
being properly taken care of at London & as this money 
has lain dead now above twelvemonths for his orders I 
at least resolved to remit it to you & having purdiased 
a Bill of Excha at Philadelphia I have cml^'d Mr John 
Annit my Correspondent there to make the Bill payable 
to you The reason of my doing so you wiU find in the 
inclosed to my Brotha* in Scotland which I beg the favour 
of you to take the trouble to read & whidi I leave op^i 
for that purpose afterwards please to dose it & for- 
ward it to him I beg of you to write to him after you 
have off^xi it for acceptance & inform him of Ihe ac- 
ceptance of the Bill & of the time that it may be paid 
4 likewise for what sum he may draw on you after com- 
missions & other charges are paid As my Brother has a 
pretty numerous family I know the money will be use- 
full to him & I should be sorry he should in any manner 
suffer by his imskillfullness in Business But at the same 
time I must take care that my own family do not suffer 
by my desire to serve him & therefor I write to him to 
acknowledge in the letter of advice to you Ihat this 
mcmey is in full for a Legacy of two hundred pounds 
Penqrlvania Money left him by his & my Aunt Eliz*^ 
Hill late of Philadelphia widow & that he likewise in- 
close to you a disdiarge of the said Legacy to be Irans- 
mitted to me & that this advice & disdiarge are the con- 
ditions on whidi the money is to be paid to him or his 
order Dear Sir I am sorry tiiat my want of acquaintance 
in L(md(m obliges me to give you tiiis trouble but there 
is a pleasure whidi good men feel in doing good that I 
hope will recomp^ice it. I am now obliged to attend our 
Governor to Albany & the IVontiers of the Province till 
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our Army diall Mardi from thrice on ihe Expedition 
against Canada & am therefor obliged to write this letter 
before I receive the Bills from Philadelphia & to leave it 
with our friend M' Alexander to inclose the Bill least the 
ship should sail before I can have an other opp(»*tunity of 
writing I have received yours of the 30^ of Mardi for 
whidi I am mudi obliged but my thou^ts are so mudi 
engaged in the publick aflfairs at this time that I must 
delay writing on Philosophical subjects to anoth^ Op- 
portunity I srat by tiie snow Sally nine Copies of a little 
treatise I have printed whidi is ^ititled an Explication of 
the First Causes of Action in matter & of the Cause 
of Gravitation & Aa31 if I have time send some more by 
this ship. I am 

S' 
& I must beg of you to Your most obliged 

send 3 copies or two to humble servant 

ly Gronovius or to any I wrote this lett^ as I was 
other of your foreign leaving this place at whidi time 
Gorreq)ondent6 you M' Alexand^ proposed to send 
shall think propw a ship in a fortni^ts time fen: 

London but he has alter'd his 
mind & as I hear of no ship to 
go from hence till the fall I 
send this to Philad^ to be for- 
warded from thrice 



Cadwallader Colden to James Golden 
[Copy] 
Dear Brother 

I have waited with impatience to hear from you in 
answer to my last letters in which I imform'd you of 
the particular directions I expected for remitting the 
money left you by our Aunt but as I suspect that your 
letters have met with the same misfortune that many of 
yours formerly have in not coming to my hands and 
as that money as I wrote before was ready for your 
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(»rder & has now lain above twelvemonths useless to you 
or me in my CoiTeq>ond^its hands at Philad** I have at 
last upon the g^aentl order you srat me of laransmitting 
it as I should think prop^ to London made the Bill pay- 
able to M^ Peter CoUinson M^xhant in London to whom 
enclose tiiis lett^ & have desir'd to forward to you & 
to signify to you the acceptance of the Bill & for what 
sum you may draw on him I did not think it proper to 
order the money to be paid to M^ Couts as you proposed 
to me because of the Rebellion which broke out in 
Scotland since the writing of your last for as he deals 
diiefly with Scotland I am suq)icious how his affairs may 
stand at present & I am very confident that I now trans- 
mit it to a safe hand & a very honest gentleman There 
are allwise people in Scotland who want money at Lon- 
don & therefor upon showing tiiis Gentlemans lett^ to 
you signifying his having received the money you will 
have no difficulty of getting the money on your Bill on 
this Gentleman But at the same time I must inform 
you that I have made it a condition of your receiving 
the money that you write a letter to him in which you 
shall acknowledge that the sum you draw for is in full 
for a L^acy of two Hundred pounds Pen^lvania Money 
left you by the last will and Testament of Elizabeth Hill 
& that you likewise inclose a discharge to me as execu- 
tor of her Estate to be transmitted by him to me & 
without this the money will not be paid My Correspond- 
ent Mr John Armit at Philadelphia writes to me that he 
pays at the rate of 180 Peneylvania money for £ 100 ster- 
ine & I believe is as low as any Bills of good Credit were 
got at that time I have directed him to s^id a particular 
account with tiie charge of paying the money & procuring 
the BiUs which I don't doubt will be just but as I am 
obliged to attend our Governor to the Frcmtiers of tiiis 
Province & probably must stay with him till our army 
march from thence against tianada I leave this letter to 
be forwarded for London by a friend in this place before 
I receive the Bills & account from Philad** fc^ it is prob- 
able before I return the opportunity may be lost. I 
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am now much hurried with the Publick aflfairs upon this 
extraordinary occasion & therefor you must excuse my 
not giving you a particular account of my family It is 
now three weeks since I left them My Dau^ter De 
Lancey & my son Cadwallader have each a dau^t» 
since I last wrote both of them named Alice after my 
wife. I hope they are all in good health as I am Re- 
member me affectionately to my Sister & your Chil- 
dren 



CadwdUader Golden to John Armit. 
[Copy] 

M' Armit I am now in mudi hurry by the publidk busi- 
ness just upon my setting out from tiiis place in my way 
to Albany & therefor can cmly refer you to the inclosed 
in placing of writing particularly to your self Please 
to send one of tiie Bills which you purchased for me by 
the first opportunity together with these letters to W 
Peter CoUinson I am 

Your hiunble sarvant 
Nmw York July 19^ 1746 



From Benjamin Franklin 
Sir 

I have your Favours of June 2^ and the 7^ Instant. 
I thank you for your little Treatise. I have interleaved 
it, and am Reading it and MaJdng Remarics as Time pa> 
mits. I delivered one, as you directed, to lyf Evans; 
anotiier to M" Bertram. The former declares he cannot 
understand it; tiie latter told me the other Day, that he 
could not read it with the necessary Attention, till after 
Harvest, but he apprehended he should find it out of his 
Reach. I have not Seen M*" Logan since I sent him 
one. Two other Gentlemen to whom I gave eadi one, 
have not yet given me their Opinions; and in Truth I 
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think you are somewhat too hasty in your Expectations 
from your Readers in this Affair. There are so many 
Things quite new in your Piece, and so different from 
our former Conceptions and Appr^ensions, that I be- 
lieve the closest and Strongest Thinker we have amongst 
us, will require mudi longer Time than you seem will- 
ing to allow before he is so much a Master of your 
Sdbeme, as to be able to Speak pertinently of it Indeed 
those whose Judgment is of Value, are apt to be cautious 
of hazarding it: But for my Part, I shall, without Re- 
serve, give you my Thoughts aa they rose, knowing by 
Experience that you make large candid Allowances to 
your Friends. In a Post or two more I shall send 
them, with M' Logan's Sentiments, if he will give them 
me, as I intend to see him in a few Days. D' Mitchel 
(as you will see by the endos'd^ whidi please to return 
me) is gone to En^and. I have sent one of your Pieces 
to M' Rose 

I wish our Governor would go to Albany, for I im- 
agine the Indians have some Esteem for him. But he 
is very infirm of late; and perhaps your Governor has 
not invited him in such a Manner as to make him 
think his Company would be really acceptable. Of this» 
howevar, I know nothing. If you go, I heartily wish you 
a safe and pleasant Journey, with Success in your N^o- 
dations. I am, with mudi Re(q)ect, Sir 

Your most hum" Serv* 
Philad* July 10, 1746 B Fbanklin 

[Indoned] 

To 
The HcmU CjJuwAUJJxm Ckums Escf 
j^ NewYSt 

B ItASTJIH 



Cadwallader Cclden to James Alexander 

j^^^ gr Albany July 23* 1746 

I have yours of the 14*^ by M' Livingston I am 
mudi obliged to you for your care of my litle affairs. I 
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think it may be proper to send (me of the Bills, by your 
ship way of Jamaica & for that purpose I give you the 
trouble of a line to M' CoUinson The Gov' came ashoar 
at this place yesteirday & in ihe afternoon was prea^ited 
with two Scalps of French men kiUed in the si^t of the 
French Fort at Croun Point & the Scalp tak^i oflF one 
of them at noon day within a himdred paces of the Gate 
The party consisted only of two Onondagas <fc one 
Oneydo llieir Capf" on this occasion made a speech to 
His Excell^ wherein he set forth his grief at hearing of the 
Bloodshed of his Brethren by the Fr^di Indians. That 
he waa in hopes from the great Professions of Friendship 
by the Mohawks that tiiey would have revenged this 
Injury but aa he foimd their friendship was more in 
their lips tiian in their hearts his heart could bear no 
longer & therfor he was resolved to open the Path for 
revenge which he had now don by taking these two 
Scalps at noon day in sight of the French Garison at 
Croun point His Excell^ has rewarded them to their 
Satisfaction & bestow'd the name of the Opener of the 
Path on the Capt*" which to him is equal to a Knighthood 
We have now several parties of Indians out against the 
Frendi so that I hope the Indian affairs may go better 
than was expected I am 

S' 
Yours 

CaDWALLADEB 001^)81^ 
[Indoraed] 

To 
Jamk Aukaniw Esq 

New York 



From Samuel Johnson 

SiHATFORD July 24, 1746 
S' 

I now fulfill my promise to you in sending Bp Berk- 
ely De Metis which I doubt not but you will read A 
consider with that Care & exactness with whidi it appears 
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you wrote your self, & then I shall be glad of your 
opinion of it when you have throughly canvassed it, for 
it appears to me to be a Curious piece & to deserve 
two or three readings, it being wrote in a very close & 
concise Stile. — ^I hope to have given a better ace* of your 
piece by this time, but I have lent it to two or 3 think- 
ing men in these parts & have not had opportunity to 
give it a second reading. As soon as it is retiuned to 
me, I have engaged it to the president of y* College. — ^I 
herewith Send you a Copy of my late peice of Morals, 
Sudi as it is, & shall be thankful to you to Suggest any 
Corrections that it stands in need of (whidi doubtless are 
many) there being some discoiu'se at Boston, I hear of a 
Second Impression. — I am 

S"* y' most humble Serv^ 

Sa. Johnson. 

To C. CoLOEN Esq' 



CadwdUader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

Albany July 24^ 1746 
My Dear 

We did not get to tiiis place till Monday afternoon 
k did not go a shoar till tuesday morning. I am now at 
Capt* Rutiierfords but their house is not vwy convenient 
k I am affra/d it may be troublesome to tiiem M" Ruth- 
erford has had a violent headack ever since I came but 
was better last night The Indians are not arived to meet 
the Gov' nor no accounts from tiiem. His Excelly in the 
afternoon of the day he came a shoar was presented with 
two French men's Scalps taken in sight of the Gate of 
Croun point Fort by three of our Indians so that we now 
b^in to make reprisals & [severa] 1 of our Indians are 
out against the Frendi I am [told] near 30 in number in 
3 or 4 parties. Now you have all the [ne]ws since my 
arivaL I have my health perfectly well [since] I can 
frequently hear of your health & the Childrens [I can] 
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paas the time with less regrett at a distance from 3rou 
[than I] expected because I am likely to get my thouf^ts 
constantly imploy'd Remember me affectionately to the 
Children You teU me that you do not love short lettars 
but you must excuse me at this time fc^ both my time & 
thou^ts are imploy'd so as to take them c^ from all 
those subjects that are most agreable to my taste I am 

Your most affectionate 
Cadwalladsb Golden 

[Indoraed] 

To 
M»CoiiiiN at 

Cddeni^m 



94 July 1746— The ComT' of Indian Affairs Answer 
to his Et^ Order m CouncH «5 Jvly 1746. 
Read in CouncU »4 Jvly 17Jfi. 

Present Att a Meeting of the Commismon- 

Msmdert Sdiuylar «ps of Indian Affairs the 24*** Day 
Hydride Ten Eydc of July 1746 
John Depeyster 
John Lansing Ju' 
Dirck Tenbroeck 
Comelis Cuyler 
Esq" Com" 

In Answer to the Order of his Excellency and Coun- 
cil of the 23"^ Instant By what appears to us the Indians 
are Unwilling to engage in the War Carrying on against 
the Frendi in Canada as we have acquainted his Ex- 
cellency from time to time acceding to the Information 
we received as may appear by our Minutes 

That the four Block Houses which were burnt down 
at Saratoga are rebuilt New Stockadoes sett up, New 
Gates made A Large House built in the middle of the 
Fort the length of three Boards for the Indians, A Good 
Large Oven to bake Bread in, But no Wdl we know off, 
No particular Place made for keeping Gun Poww free 
from Dang^, Only one of the Chimneys is carried up to 
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a proper hei^t, No Bricks being to be gott in the Winter 
S^ison when the fort was rebuilt We know not of any 
Surgeon i^pointed to take Care of the Sick in Sarato^ 
Garriaon 

By Order of the Com" 
of Indian Affairs 
Ja« Stevenson D S 
of Ind" Aff" 



The Examination of an Indian 

AT A COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL HELD AT 
M' LIVINGSTONS HOUSE the 26 JULY 1746 

Present 

Cadwalladeb Colden 

P. Livingston 

Jno Rutherfubd 



The Hon" 



Esq" 



an Indian who came from Sara^toga being called in 
was examined as foUoweth viz^ 

he was asked how long he was going to Crown Point 
he answered 7 dajrs 

ab^ 6 early in the morning 3 Indians out of 7 went 
near the Fort at Crown Point That this Indian w^it to 
drink & retmnd ag^ whereupon another with him went 
to drink ag^ & then they heard a Gun fii^ & that a Frendi 
man was killed, but cou'd not be scalp'd upon Acc^ of a 
number of People sallying from the Fort. 

He was asked if he saw any Tents or any appearance 
of an Army near the Fort or ab^ the River, to w^ he an- 
8w«^ he saw no Tents or Wigwams, but fires 

That th^*e was a great many Indians at Crown point 
& that a 1000 more were expected & when they arrived 
th^ woud take Council w^ to do. 

He was asked how came it to pass that his Comrade 
was allow'd to escape from the French after he was taken 
prisoner 
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he answered that some Indians were for killing him, 
but the Casnawaja Indians prevented his Death & ob- 
tained his Releasement 

he was asked why one was kept a priscmer & the other 
let go 

he answered that the one who gott free had a Bnf 
among the Frendi, who interceded for his Liberty. 

he was asked if he saw any Trail of Indians going 
or coming from Crown point, he answered not any. 

he was asked where the other Indians were gone, he 
sayd to protect a Farmers harvest on the Fiats. 

He was asked if he w^ go & range the woods as out 
Scouts with the white People he answered he was willing 
if his Brethren woud go 

That he went of himself to Crown point & when he 
declared he woud go the People of the Country advised 
him to it 

If he thinks his Comrades will go a Scouting 



CadwaUader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

Albany July 29*^ 1746 
My Dear 

I wrote to you last week You must excuse me if my 
letters be shorter than you expect for there is something 
allmost every hour to take up my time because I find 
it necessary to think of more than what properly belcHigs 
to me. The Com" from Boston are ariv'd with whom 
we are obliged to be in frequent conference & we meet 
with more difficulties from the Indians than was eiq>ected 
& we are told of an Army of the Ennemy at Croun point 
This place is very sickly with the Small Pox M" Ruther- 
ford has been unwell ev^ since I came but I hope is now 
better. The Indian Sachems are not yet come to Albany 
nor are we certain when they will arive. In short there is 
litle business done yet but a great deal to do Remember 
me affectionately to the Children. They all must excuse 
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my writmg to them at this time I am in perfect good 
health & have as much spirit as ever I had in my 
youth I am 

Your most affectionate 

CaDWALLADEB Ck)IiDBN 

I have received our 
son Alexanders of the 24^ 
of July I hope he'l write as 
frequently as he can 

[Indorsed] 
To 
M" Cou>BN at 

Coldengham 
To be left at Newfourgh with 
Mi* Alexander Golden or To 
the care of Richard Nich- 

oUb Esq PoBt Master at /^ 

New York 
R-d 13 August 2»<i 



Aaron's Examination before y^ Commission^* 

Present Att A Meeting of the Commissbn- 

Myndbrt ScHUYiiBB ors of Indian Affairs the 19^ of 
NiooLAES Bleeejcr July 1746 
Reteb Gerritse 
John depetsteb 
Dirk TbnBboeck 

Ck)RNELIS CUYIiBB 

John Lansingh Junb 
Hbnd"' Ten Eyck 

Aaron a Mohawk Indian who had been at Canada 
with many other Indians of the Six Nations, being Re- 
turned Appeared before this board and After bidding him 
Wdlcome was asked what he went to do at Canada and 
what observations he had made there Said after he and 
his Company Arrived at Canassadaga, and were Intro- 
duced amongst the Indians with their usual formalities 
They told the french Indians they were come to Speek 
with them upon the Invitation they had received from 
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them They Answered they had not Invited them, But 
their prieat had Sent a message to them without their 
knowledge. 

Aaron Said he Expected the frendi Indians would 
Speek to them first, but when they perceived they would 
not, They told what was their business That th^ were 
come to see what they meant to Engage in the War, for 
they were at peace and in Strict Alliance with one an- 
other not only as Allies but Brethren of the same flesh 
and Blood, and that none of one Nation but of all the Six 
nations together, They told them they were ashamed 
that they had been so foolish to shed one another's Blood 
in former times that the same body ought not to prey on 
it Self, That this was a war Entered into by the Two 
Kings of England and france and that their Nations 
were to Stand neuter, Therefore they desired them to 
Consider what they were about, for It might return on 
their own heads, For th^ must Expect It would oblidge 
them to begin and If once the Indians Engage in war 
amongst themselves they will never leave o£f but Con- 
tinue the war while one of the six Nations are aUvei, 
Altho' the white people Should make peace Amongst 
th^nselves and this they repeated Three times, and de- 
sired they would return to their Sences for they Spoake 
in name of all the Six Nations Then they threw down a 
Belt and Told them they would say the same to all the 
Ca^nawages. 

Next day the frendi Indians Answered 
Brethren 

It is All true you have said, we are in Alliance with 
one another, we acknowledge our forefath^B have been 
asleep or drunk and what you have said three times over 
is All True, But It Cannot be helped now. For your 
Father the King of England took Cape Breton last year 
and then our Father the Govemour of Canada putt the 
Hatchet into our hands, and we Could not refuse It Fch* 
if we Should sit stiU, till he be killed then we would 
all be dead men, so we Choose to die wil^ him, for he has 
Alwajrs Carried us under his Arm. 
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As soon as we received this Answer we proceeded to 
Caghnawa^ and on our Way thith^ mett with some 
Orondax Indians who had Two Scalps whidi they had 
gott from some mahikanders whidi ihe Mahikanders had 
gott At Green Bush, The Orondax themselves had been 
out butt gott neith^ prisoners nor scalps. When we 
Came to Ca^mawage and the usual formalities past We 
Intended to Speak first but they prevented us and for- 
bid us to Speak Saying We will not hear you before 
the Govemour has heard what you have to Say So you 
must Speak to him first. 

We w^re altogether in One house They in one End and 
we in the other we Called to one of the french Indians 
and Shewed them the Wampum we had received from the 
gray head, and asked them whetha: that was not the 
Wampum they Sent to Invite us to Speak with 
tiiem They Answ^^ no, but it was the Wampum they 
had Sent to Lett us know ihey had Entered in the 
War. from Ca^nawage we went to montreal whare we 
were told the Govamour would be in five days But we 
waited Twenty five days before he came and then it was 
Two days more before we spoake with him 

First we Condoled the death of Severall great persons 
According to Custom, but we had resolved to Speak of 
no message sent to us, but only of our Old Treaties which 
we did with Eight Belts of Wampum we said we are 
Come once more to pay what we Have so often said 
before, we were here last year but since that mudi mis- 
diief is done to Our Brethren and the pat^ Stopt, There- 
fore we come to See If It Cannot yet be laid aside, and 
the path kept open and Clear, for If Butt one of our 
people be killed then the War can never Stop while one of 
us Live, and this is the Last time we will Treat about it, 
here they gave a Belt. 

The Govemour Answered Next day 
I have heard what you Say concerning the Treaties be- 
tween me & you. You Always Said that Ossweego must 
remain and that the path must be kept open; on your 
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Account, I have let Osweego house remain till now, never- 
theless I will do as I tiiink proper for the future. 

What you say of keeping the Path open, That your 
Govemour has Stopt, for whai I sent Ambassadors to 
Boston they were not suffered to go through, and were 
not permitted to sell their own Beaver whidi was Con- 
trary to the Treaties Subsisting, there they sitt you may 
ask them, your Request cannot be granted I will hear no 
more on that Subject, what do you mean by Sliding 
your people To Saratc^ I will not Suffer you to do It^ 
do you think to Encroach on my Country by degrees, I 
tell you, you must withdraw your people from thrice, for 
I am determined to fight to the Last, Therefore take 
away your People from Saratoga that they be not killed 
there. Upon the Govemour of Canada's telling us this 
we perceived nothing was to be done so we made ready 
and came away as fast as we could. The Orondax took 
up their Bundles and told the govemour they would go 
Ly on ihe Rifts and see to gett Prisoners. So they think 
tiiey narrowly Escaped. 

Aaron Says further that a Caghnawage Indian who was 
friend and not Inclined to Enter into the War told him 
in private That Montreal Was Full of far Indians and 
That An Expedition was Intended against Albany, That 
as soon as they (That is Aaron and his Company) were 
gone An Army would Sett out witii All Speed, That they 
were still Expecting More Indians, but That none would 
be sent out a scalping Till the Expedition was Ready 

A True Copy Examined 

and Compared by 

Ja. Stevenson D S of Ind* Aff™ 



From Peter ColUnaon 

My Dear S' ^^" ^^^ ^' ^746 

I was Delighted to read y" of 20^ June VlV and hope 
in a few Days to Receive y*^ packett w^ I shall conmiuni- 
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cate only to those tiiat are able to comprehend your 
Scheme & I hope to give you their Sentiments 

At the Surpriseing phenomenon of Electricity En- 
gages the Vertuosi in All Europe I here Send you for the 
^sent what haa been done in France & with us, I have 
marked those Experiments that I have felt & can voudi 
for the Facts — ^but th^re is a great Variety of others too 
Long to tell you in a Letter 

Dotf Mitchell Is here <fe finds great amendment — ^I 
heartyly wish Success may attend your Expedition Some 
Short aoco* of It will be very acceptable — ^By the Death 
of the King of Spain Wee hope for some favourable Turn 
in our pubUck a^GFairs a Battle in Flanders is Dayly Ex- 
pected which will ^adventure Determine the Fate of 
Europe as to peace or Warr But Wee hope Good provi- 
dence will Influene the First Which Wee all De^e — Our 
L^slator at ^sent is very Busie in Doing Justice to the 
Rebel Lords & Commons by the takeing Secretary Many 
a Large Laid deep Designe is Discovw'd to overthrow 
our present happy Establishment I with many oth^^s 
are much concerned that Some provinces haa Such poor 
Mercenary Creaturs appointed ov' them Gov' Shir- 
ley is Deservedly Admired whose name will ever be Dear 
to posterity M*^ Scroope is So much Engaged that I 
never could Learn his Sentiments y' dubious papers are 
under the perusal & M"* RockcM Merc^ who resided some 
Time ago in Philadelphia when I have them from Him 
My Lord Lonsdale is Desirous to peruse t^em who is a 
Nobleman of uncommon Genius & Devotes his Time to 
all Sorts of Natural Inquiries, your Tract of Gravity may 
not be unacceptable & to^the Earl of Macclesfield & our 
president & to the Ingenious M' Grayham as Vegitables 
happen in y' way gather Seeds by way of amusemwit I 
hope the French at least will not be b^ind hand in their 
Complements for y*^ Favors 

After our Worthy friend M*^ Alexander has perused 
the Electrical papers I have desired to oblige you with the 
p^nsal of them I am Truly y" ^ ^ 

[Indoraedl P CoLMNSON 

For 

These. 
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Cadvxdlader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

Albany Aug 4^ 1746 
Munday 
My Dear 

I have yours of the 26*^ of July John's of ttie 27^ A 
Alex" of the 28*** This is ihB third I have wrote to you 
since I came to this place & goes by way of Esopus. John 
in his teUs me that a letter was thrown a shore from me 
Yours gives me the greatest pleasure to learn that you are 
all in health & is tiie greatest Satisfaction I have had 
since I came to the place We are constantly imploy'd 
about something or other but it will be hard to say what 
we have don. The Indians are not yet arived but I hear 
they are now very near & that we may expect them to- 
morrow if they be not stopt by the Interpreters sickness 
who we hear is very ill. By John's Accoimt of the Farm 
work we must expect to meet with many disapointments 
this year but we must live in hopes that the future will 
be better. I have not time to write to him nor to any 
else & I must leave evay concern of my family to you 
& indeed I have no uneasiness about it from the long ex- 
perience I have had of your care. I am as well in every 
respect as I can be in this place my time is divided allmost 
between the Gov" house & Capt" Rutherfords & I can 
assure you tiiat I have all the diversion that the time & 
place will allow & that I have not in many years been 
more cheerfull nor my health better tho' the place be a 
litle sickly no doubt it is magnified by reports but none 
of our acquaintance have had any imeasiness except M" 
Rutherford who still continues ill of a slow nervous fever 
The troops are now drawing together here so that in a 
litle time we shall have great numbers of men christians 
& Indians about this place. Gen^ Gouch has been taken ill 
& does not come we know not who is to command in 
his place M'^ Thomas Gov"^ of Pensylvania is talkt of but 
I know of no foundation for it. Capt*" Rutherford & his 
Lady make their complements to you aU & so does D*" 
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ColhoUn Remember me affectionately to Alex*^ & Cad & 
their wives Jane Alice John David & Katy I shall be 
pleas'd to hear from them separately iho I cannot prom- 
ise to answer their letters. Coll Gaasbeek & M!" Crook 
are here to make interest the one for his son the other 
for his brothar to be lieutenants under Broadhead & I 
suppose they have succeeded. Pray take care of your 
aelf as you love your most affectionate 

CADWAIiLADEB COLDBN 



CadvxiUader Colden to Mrs. Golden 

My Dear ^"^^ ^^« ^^^ ^^^ 

My last to you was by way of Esopus I have only 
one from you of the 26^ of last month. I have con- 
tinued in p^ect good health ever since I left you & 
now ihQ long expected Indians are at last come but the 
Gov' has not as yet spoke to them But the greatest 
uneasiness is from our not knowing who is to be General 
since Gouch cannot come & from our hearing nothing 
of the Fleet One day as the Gov' complained of the 
trouble he had with the Provisions & that he did not 
know who to trust I took the opportunity to recommend 
my son to be Commissary for Provisions. This as I take 
it will be more profitable then a Capt"^ Commiss"* as it 
usually has a good Sallary annexed to it but the Commis- 
sion cannot be made c^ain till the General arive be- 
cause periiaps he may have the nomination but tho' it 
should be so the Gov" Interest with Capt" Rutherfords 
& my own my obtain it if he do not bring one witii him 
For this purpose I would have had Cadwallader to come 
to this place under pretence to visit me but in reality 
to be in readiness to receive the Commiss'' & enter on the 
duty at the Gen'* arival But upon reflection that tiie 
small Pox is all over this toun I cannot wish to see him 
here for if he get the small pox & he can hardly hope to 
escape it, tiiat will disable him from receiving the Com- 
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mia^ b^des the dang^ of his life. I cannot tell that 
Alex' would receive such a Commiss" because they must 
go along with the Army but I could mwe freely recom- 
mend him to it than Cad because he is more used to busi- 
ness & will require much writing & exactaiess of Accounta 
I leave it to you & them to do as you shall think proper 
because I cannot advise any further it is attaided with so 
many uncertainties only I would not let sudi an off^ pass 
without giving my children an oppwtunity of using it if 
they think fit. The sloop is going & obliges me to break 
off & write in a hiury M" Rutherford is much better. 
Remember me affectionately to all the Children A 
Party of Captf* Macintosh's men suffered themsdves to be 
foolishly surprised by the French Indians & have lost nine 
men kill'd. This will keep all more upon their Guard. 
Pray take care of your self Keep your self from un- 
easy thoughts about me for I am in every reQ>ect safe & 
as well as I can be from my own family I am 

Your most affectionate 

[Indoreed] CaDWALLADEB CoLDEN 

To 
M" Golden at 

Coldeogham 
To be left with M' Alexander 
Golden at Newburgh 
or Eich<i NichoUa Era at 
New York. 
4 R<i August 19 



Cadvxdlader Golden to Mrs, Golden 

Mv Dear Albany Aug 11*** Munday 1746 

I was exceedingly pleas'd to have yours by Frank 
Beatty for I was desirous of a safe hand to send the 
inclosed whidi I had wrote yesterday. Open that di- 
rected to Alex*^ & you'l find one within it for your self. 
I am obliged to be at a Conference with the Boston 
Com" by nine this morning & we are now in the hei^th 
of our Business with the Indians & therefor I must still 
make a short letter. I cannot think that any report 
of my iroing to Crown point would forward the Levies 
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if I had any inclination to it perhaps I mi^t propose to 
my self what some others would be very desirous off 
but my desires at present are confined to my own family 
& I wish soon with you but when that shall be I cannot 
t^ However you'l find by the inclosed that one of your 
son's may have an opportunity of seeing Crown point & 
I>erhaps Canada too if they will therefore I must desire 
an answer to the inclosed as to either of their inclinations 
to accept of being Commissary for Provisions as soon as 
possible & if they like it either of them they had best 
come immediately up und^ pretence to see me for I 
think we cannot be much longer under the uncertainties 
we now are. The small Pox only lays me under dif&cul- 
ties as to Cad for if he should get that it will entirely 
disapoint all But notwithstanding that I make no doubt 
of the Gov" Disposition to serve me in this It may 
entirely depend on the General & we still know not 
who will be General We think probably one from Eng- 
land who comes with the fleet & we have no certainty of 
the Arival of Jthe Fleet as yet. The Quarter of the 
Meadow should be now sown as soon as may be & I wish 
the other could be plowd so as to sow this fall but the 
summ^ fallow must not be neglected Put two plows 
in if you can & get what assistance of hands you can if 
necessary to thrash & dean the seed. I have yours of the 
26**" of last & 2^ of this month. I have wrote several 
w^ I find are not come to hand Remember me affection- 
ately to all the Children I long much to be with you & 
th^n I am 

Yoiu: most affectionate 
Cadwallader Colden 
M" Rutherford is much 
better & I believe would be soon well if she 
could hear of a Peace I wrote one letter to you 
by M*^ Crook way of Esopus 

[Indoraed] 

To 
M» Ckojms at 

Cddengham 
5R-d Aug. 19 
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Information of the State of Canada Taken at Albany 

[Memoranda of Cadwallader Golden] 

Aug. 1746 

M' Hansen was at Chambly in 1738 and at Montreal 1736 

M' J Cuyler at Quebec in the Winter 1726 

The Riv^ as he is informed that the Rivar never f reeaes 

fast at Quebec but the Riv^ full of Ice 

At a 100 foot from the Wall of Quebec any vessel may 

ride the Water rise 8 or 9 foot upon the Wall & at low 

Water may fall 60 foot 

In the Bay bdow the toun the tide leaves the bay dry 

sand & the Creek may be passed but within musket ^ot of 

the Toun 

In the land the Creek is deep & Intrendmients on the 

South side of the Credc 

It is impossible to land above Quebec on the Northside 

from Quebec to 12 leagues above it at a place called Pla^- 

ton the Banks being a high precipice 

Vessels as big as the Albany sloops go up to Montreal of 

about 40 foot keel go up to Montreal & they have seen 

small vessels from the West Indies there 

The Lake above Trois rivieres is shallow 

They seldom sail in the night in loaded Vessels 

A Loaded Vessel cannot by force of oars be carried up to 

Montreal without Wind 

The strong stream is from Montreal to sorel 15 leagues 

sometimes a Vessel may be a Month from Quebec to 

Montreal 

Montreal surrounded with a Wall & Bastions The Wall 

every where made thick with earth fiU'd in upon the 

back of it No Ditch without the Wall 

Twice as many men at Montreal than at Quebec 

The length of Montreal 2200 paces towards the land & 

about a quarter of that on the opposite side 

Not above 350 houses in Montreal 

30 companies in Canada eadi of 30 or 28 & these are 

diq)«rsed some of th^n in all the Indian County 

The Island of Montreal fuU of People 
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About 150 men at La prairie the finest land in Canada 
More people between Trois rivieres and Montreal than 
between Trois rivieres & Quebec 
About 200 Cacfanuaga 100 Eanessedaga & about 300 of 
other including wenaquuga 
About 2 or 3000 men on the Island 
Trois rivieres a small place not so big as Sdienectady 
more people under the Gov* of Montreal than in the Gov* 
of Qubec 

M'' Hanson thinks that the French & Indians may make 
10000 men & he does not think they can make 15000 
No settlement above 2 leagues from the River He com- 
putes that tiiere are more men in the Province of New 
York tlian in all Canada 

One privateer with 150 men may destroy all to Quebec 
The mouth of the river at Crown point between 3 & 400 
yds wide 

An exceeding bad road between Chambly & La prairie 12 
miles a bad road miry & full of roots of trees. 

An intended speech to be made at our last conference 
tt^* ye Indiana in August 17Jfi 
Brethren 

It is at the desire of His Excellency Govemour Clin- 
ton, whom oiu* Father the King has appointed to repre- 
s^t him in this His Majesty's Colony of New York, That 
we the Com" of the Province of the Massadiusets Bay 
are here at this time, and it is with his Consent that we 
q)eak to you now in this plan: We were very desirous 
to have join'd together, and that His Excellency should 
have spoken to you in oiu* Name, as well as for himself 
and this People, as His Majesty's Govemour hare; but 
the Kings Service makes a longer stay necessary for the 
Govemour, than is requisite for us, by which as he will 
have opportunity to speak to more of You, than he can 
now, so he will also be able to speak more fully about 
some Particulars, than he can at this time; We assure 
you, it is not because we have different tho'ts or Views; 
for we act in concert, and there is a perfect Harmony 
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between this Government A the MassadiusettB >Bay, 
whidi we represent, 

We do therefore now express our great joy, that we 
see so many of om* Antient and unfailing Friends & Breth- 
ren met together, and we heartily bid you welcome. 

We do also, in behalf of his Majestjr's good Subjects 
of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay, Ratify con- 
firm & establish all former Treaties, covenants & en- 
gagments with You, for yourselves and for the Six united 
Nations, assuring You that we shall ever hold the same 
Sacred and inviolable and that we depend upon the 
same from you 

A Belt of Wampum. 
Brethren 

We meet you in this interview in c<ni8equence of our 
former Alliance & Covenants, to consult and mutually 
assist eadi other in carrying on an Expedition against the 
French our inveterate Enemies in Canada; This Enter- 
prize our Gracious Father the King has engaged in, to 
deliver you A us his Children from the Murd^:^ and 
other Qruelties, Our Old and Constant Enemies the 
French in Canada, have always been bringing & en- 
deavoring to bring upon us. You and we too, have at one 
time or other tasted deeply of their cruel & inhuman 
Dispositions, and we must expect always to do it, when 
it is any way in their Power, for it is their avowed and 
sworn principal to destroy all H^reticks, that is, all that 
use their Reason, will believe only the Truth, & reject and 
Despise Lyes & Ridiculous Falshoods, of which their 
Religion is in a great Measure made up. You and we are 
all Witnessess How glad we should have been to have 
lived in Peace with the eastern & Cagnawago Indians, 
but these our restless Enemies the French, never left till 
they constrained those Indians to do mischiefs & com- 
mit Murderous Cruelties upon us contrary to the most 
solemn Covenants ratify'd, Establisht & Sealed by Belts 
of Wampum in the most Publick manner, & with all other 
the most Sacred & binding Ceremonies possible Our 
Gracious Fathw the King has det^mined, by the help 
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of God, to deliver you and us from these French: this 
Thorn in our sides, A he calls for your help as well as 
ours, & particularly expresses his Confidence & Expecta- 
tions of your whole weight in this Expedition; Think of 
your Country which the French have ravag'd & plundred, 
Remember yoiu* Fathers whom these Merciless Enemies 
Murdered at Mount Royal in cold Blood, and put to the 
most exquisite Torments. Our Father the King feels 
our Soverings for us, and can no longer bear them, but 
is resolved to revenge our Wrongs; Let us not be want- 
ing to oiu* selves: let us consider the prospect we have 
of Success, a great Niunber of Ships and Forces already 
arrived and waiting at Cape Breton, a mudi greater 
Number of both hourly expected from England, where 
we have certain advice they lay ready for Sealing above 
two Months ago: The united force of this Government 
of New York, The Jerseys Pengfylvania, Maryland and 
Virginia by Land: The Massadiusetts Bay, New Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut and Rhode Island by Sea, Each Sin- 
gle Government except two, superior in Number to all 
Canada; & taken together at least twenty to one: and 
what are their Indians compared with you, & your Allies. 
Be the true Successors of your Fathers. Let their Bravery 
animate You> they never had an Enemy that rose against 
or abused you, but they made them repent, or destroyed 
them; The Blood of Yoiu* and our Fattier calls for Ven- 
gance: God has heard it and opened a Door, Let us 
follow providence and never leave till wee have brought 
the French in Canada to repentance & an incapacity to 
renew their Old Crimes, or have destroyed them, God 
has owned oiu* Kings ri^teous cause, The Frendi King 
pretended great Friendship while the War was carry- 
ing on against Spain, but all at onct declared war. Yet our 
King has had great Success; He has taken a vast Num- 
ber of the Frendi Ships, ruined their Trade, broke their 
Merdiants taken Cape Breton their Strongest Fortress 
in America, can starve Canada by keeping out all Sup- 
plies at his Pleasure, This Year the French pretended 
to invade great Britain & sent a Poor Beggar from 
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Rome a biggotted Papist to be our King, but what has 
become of this Project, the French are all tak^i Priaon- 
ers, The Poor Rebels cut to Pieces or in chains except 
a few miserable wretches that are Sculking about in Holes 
to avoid our Kings Son the Duke of Cumberland who 
beat and distroyed them. 

Consider what you will get if you lie still & do noth- 
ing the French can neith^ supply You nor themselves 
but at the Pleasure of our King, a Number of the Kings 
Ships will be always about Cape Breton, these can easily 
stop the Mouth of Canada River, & no Supplies can 
come any other way, if it should be said, that the 
French King will take Cape Breton back again, any 
body may reply he must first look our Fleet in the 
Face, which he has not be^i able to do these fifty 
Years, nor have the French and Spaniards both together 
dared to do it all this War the Frendi can do nothing 
against Cape Breton, but by a Superior Force at Sea^ 
whidi they are very far from having Our Father the 
King treats you and us as his Subjects & his Children, 
& offers to fit us out with Arms Ammunition Clothing 
& every thing we want to be his Soldiers Let us like Mai 
take up the Hatchet fi^t his Battles & Pray and not 
doubt but the God of Armies will be with us & prospet 
us. This is what you promist in the last Treaty as well 
as before. This is to Act like your selves, Men of Bravery 
& Honour. 

A Belt with a Wampum Hatchet 
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COPY OF HIS EXC^ THE HON"- GEORGE CLIN- 
TON'S SPEECH TO THE SIX NATIONS 
OF INDIANS & RIVER INDIANS 
WITH THEIR ANSWERS THERETO. . • . 

Propositions made by his Excel- 
lency The Honourable George 
Clinton Esq** Captain General and 
Govemour in Chief in an over the 
Province of New York Ac. 
At Albany the 19: Augf 1746 

PRESENT 
His Excellency 

Cadwallad' Coldbn 
PHiiiip Livingston 
John Ruthebfobd 
Esq** of the Council 
The Commissioners from the Govemm^ of the Mass- 

achusets Bay 
The Commissioners for Indian Affairs 
The Mayor & Corporation of Albany 
And Several Gentlemen attending his Excellency 

and the 
Conmoiissioners upon this occasion 
His Excellency addressed himself to the Indians as 
foUoweth 
BRETHREN 

I am glad to see so many of our Ancient Friends here 
& I heartily bid you wellcome. 
Three Strings of Wampum 
I have call'd you to this place for two great ends, in whidi 
the Provmce of the Massadiusets Bay have sent Com- 
missioners to concur with me, who are here present. 

The first is to renew the Covenant Chain with You, 
and I now by this Belt in your Father the King of Great 
Britains Name, in behalf of all his Majestys Subjects in 
North America, renew & confirm the Covenant Chain, 
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& all form^ Treaties & engagements enta;^ into with 
you. This Chain has from the b^inning remained so 
firm and strong, that it has never once broke or slipt since 
it was first made, & we, on our parts, shall endeavour that 
it remain so, unshaken, as long as the Sun & Mooa shall 
endure. 

Chain Belt 
BRETHREN 

Last fall I told you that his Majesty's Subjects in this 
Country, had the Summer before lain still without at- 
tempting anything against the Frendi Settlements; but 
that the Fr^ch had by Surprize Attacked & destroyed 
a small place near Cape Breton belonging to us. 

That they afta*wards laid Si^e to Annapolis Royal 
and were beat off. 

I likewise told you that the Govemoiu: of the Mass- 
achusets Bay, in Conjunction with Connecticut, A New 
Hampshire had, in Revenge to these Injuries, Beat an 
Army against Louisbourg in the Island of Cape Breton, 
that this Army was Joined by a Number of his Majestys 
Ships of War, under the Command of Your Friend Ad- 
mind Warren. I told you that the Town of Louisbourg, 
whidi is the strongest the Frendi have in America, was 
reduced by this Force, & that the French iheare, had sur- 
rend"^ themselves, and their Country to the English. 

I likewise told you, how we, in this part of y* Coun- 
try, had lain still, hopeing that the Fr^idi in Canada 
would either be quiet or carry on the War in a manly 
manner, & after the manner of Christians, & to induce 
them thereto, a Message had been sent from this place, to 
the Govemoiu* of Canada, to tell him that if he should 
revive the inhumane Custom of Murdmng private Peo- 
ple, by Sculking Indians, that the several Govemours of 
His Majesties Colonies together with You our Brethrw 
of the Six Nations wou'd join, and make reprisals on 
them in the like manner, at which time You Publickly 
declared, that if any of his Majestys Subjects in any 
of his Governments ^ould be Killed by any Indians, you 
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would immediately join in the War, against them and the 
Prendi. 

And laat fall when I delivered the Hatdiet into your 
Hands, you told me and confirm'd it with a Belt, that you 
would send some of your People (who ware then ready) 
to Canada to demand satisfaction and that if Satisfaction 
were refused you would use the Hatchet against them 
when ever I should Order it, & you further promised that 
if the Enemy should commit any further hostilities you 
wou'd then (upon my commands) immediately make 
use of the Hatchet. 

I need not tell You how far the French have been 
from giving any Satisfaction, on the contrary, you are 
all well informed of the Cruel & barbarous murders that 
have been committed, dnce that time, by the French 
& Indians at Saraghtoga and in the Nei^bourhoods 
of this place & on the Frontiers of New England. And 
as you have not hitherto Fullfill'd your promises, I sus- 
pect that they did not come from your hearts; I therefore 
by this Belt demand an immediate performance of your 
promises to show that they come from the bottom of your 
hearts, as all the promises I make come from mine A ever 
flhall. 

BELT 
BRETHREN 

I shall next inform you of some other particulars 
Before this War broke out, between yoiu* Father the King 
of Great Britain & the IVench King, The Frendi pre- 
tended great Friendships to our King, and that they were 
very desirous to make up all diffa^nces between our 
King, and the King of Spain who were then at War to- 
gethw; when on a sudden The French declared War 
against the King Your Fathar, in hopes to catch him 
unprepared; but as he well knew how little trust was to 
be put in French professions of Friwiddiip, they did not 
find him unprepared, as they hoped: On the Contrary 
they found the Seas almost covered with his Majesties 
chips of War, and great numbers of the Frendi ships 
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were ev&ry Where taken, and their Merchants thereby 
ruined. 

Last fall the Frendi by artfull insinuations, and flat- 
tering promises, perswaded a consid^td>le Number of his 
Majesties Subjects who lived in remote Parts of the 
Country, at a great distance from his Majesties residence, 
to rise in Rebellion. The Frendi giving them hopes of 
great Assistance in Men Money & Arms but (tho' the 
French sent them what assistance they could) these de- 
luded people were this Spring, attacked by our Kings 
Troops under the command of one of our Kings Sons, and 
they and the French were all cut to pieces or made 
Prisoners, except a few who escaped into the Moun- 
tains, and who have nothing now remaining of life, but to 
bewail the Mis^y they have brought upon th^nselves, 
their Wives, & Qiildren, by trusting to sudi dec^tfull 
people as the French ara This may serve as a memorial 
to them who trust to Frendi promises, and Know not to 
put a sufficient value on the Friendship & Protection of 
the King Your Father. 
BRETHREN 

I now come to the Second and Principal design of our 
present meeting In w***" I hope & expect to find you hearty 
& United in Your Councils & Opinions A Belt. The 
King Your Father having been infcnmed of the unmanly 
Murders committed on the Frontiers of New England, 
and of this Province, is resolved to Subdue the Coun- 
try of Canada, and thereby to put an end to all y* mis- 
diievous designs of the IVendi in these parts, and for 
this purpose, he has ordered his Govemours of Virginia, 
Maryland, Pen^lvania, & New Jersey, to join their 
Forces, to the Forces of this Province, to Attack Canada 
by Land. They are all now upon their March, & you 
wQl soon see them meet here. 

At the same time the Forces of the Massachusets Bay, 
Connecticot, Rhode Island, & New Hampshire, are to 
go in ships to Cape Breton, and their join with his 
Majestys Ships of War, and a great Army of experi- 
enced Soldiers from Great Britain. Many Ships of War, 
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are already arrived tha^, & some Thousands of Soldiers, 
many more Ships, A Thousands of Soldiers are following, 
and I expect every hour to hear of their Arrival, after 
whidi, the Attack upon Canada, will be made on all 
sides, both by Sea & Land. 

You may pa:tneve that the King has ordered a 
strength sufficient of itself to subdue Canada, but at the 
same time, the King your Father, expects & Orda*s you 
his Children, to Join with your whole Force in this Enter- 
prize, & thereby gives the -Six Nations, a glorious oppor- 
tunity, of Establishing their Fame & Renown over all the 
Indian Nations in America, in the conquest of Yoiu: In- 
veterate Enemies the Frendi, who, however th^ may 
desemble, and profess Friendship, can nev^ forget the 
Slau^tar which your Fatha*s made of th^n, and for that 
purpose, caress those Nations, who have alwa3r8 been your 
most Inhumane Enemies, & who desire nothing so much 
as to see the Name of the Six Nations become decay'd, A 
forgot forever. 
BRETHREN 

The French, on all occasions, diew, that they Act 
against your Brethren the English like Men that know 
th^ dare not look them in the Face, in Day light, and 
therefore like Thieves steal upon poor People, who do 
not expect them in the Ni^t, A consequently are not 
prepared fcHr them; Yoiu* Brethren, in their Revenge, 
have acted like Men of Courage, they do not attack poor 
Farmers at their Labour; but boldly attempted the Re- 
duction of Louisbourg, liie strongest Town the French 
had in America, in the Fortifying of which, they had 
q>ent above Twenty years, it was surrounded with strong 
walls, and Forts, in which they had planted their largest 
Cannon in every place, where, they thought the English 
could come near them, & Notwithstanding of all these 
precautions, and Advantages, they were forced to Sub- 
mit to the English Valour [Now we invite our Brethren 
to share with us, in the Glory of the Conquest, of your 
Cruel and Cowardly Enemies the French, in Canada] 
You must have heard from your Fathers, and I doubt 
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not several of your Old Men still remember What the 
French did at Onondaga, How they Surprized your 
Countrymen, at Cadarackue. How they invaded the 
Sennekas, and what Mischief they did to the Mohawka 
How many of Your Country Men have suffered by the 
fire at Montreal. Before they entered upon these crud 
Sc misdiievous Designs, they sent Priests among you to 
delude you & luU you asleep while they were preparing 
to knock you in the Head; and I hear they are attempt- 
ing to do the same now. BELT I need not put you in 
mind what revenge Your Fathers took for these Injuries, 
when they put all the Island of Montreal, and a great 
part of Canada to Fire & Sword. Can you think that 
the French forget this, No th^ have the Ax privately in 
their hands ag^ you & use these deceitfull Arts, by whidi 
only, they have be^i able to gain advantage over you that 
by trusting to th^n, they may at some time or other, at 
one blow, remove from the Face of the Earth, the Re- 
membrance of a People, that have so often put them to 
shame & flight. If Your Fatha*s cou'd rise now out of 
their Graves, how would their hearts leeip with joy to 
see this day, when so glorious an Opportunity is put into 
their Hands, to rev^ige all the Injuries their Country 
has received from the French, and to be never more ex- 
posed to their Treadiery & deceit. I make no doubt 
you are the true Sons of sudi renowned & Brave Anoes^ 
tors. Animated with the same Spirit: for your Countrjrs 
Glory, and in revenge of the Injiuies Your Fathers re- 
ceived, incapable of being deluded by the Flattering 
Speeches of them, who always have been, & always must 
be, in their hearts, your Enemies, and who desire nothing 
more, than the Destruction of your Nations. I therefore 
invite you Brethren, by this Belt, to Join with us, and 
to share with us, in the honoiu* of the Conquest of our, 
and your Deceitfull Enemies, and that you not cmly Join 
aU the Force of the Six Nations with us» but, likewise 
invite aU the Nations depending on you, to take a Aare, 
in this Glorious Enterprize. And I will Furnish your 
Fitting Men, with Arms, Ammunition, Cloathing, Pro- 
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visions, and every thing Necessary for the War, and in 
their Absence shall take care of their Wives A Children 

THE WAR BELT 

BRETHREN 

You have seen how daring & insulting on you as well 
as us The French Indians have be^i in cruelly murdering 
several of our People since You have come to this Place 
and therefore for the many reasons now laid before you 
I make no doubt but your answer will clearly manifest 
your Duty to the King Your Father and your Love to 
your Brethren, and by this Belt I do assure you that our 
Intent is to live & die together. 

A BELT OF FRIENDSHIP 

Pbopositions made by His Ex- 
cell°^ The Honourable George 
Clinton Captain General & Gov- 
emour in Chief in and ov^ the 
Province of New York &c* to the 
Rivar Indians, 
at Albany the 21*^ August 1746, 

PRESENT 
His Excellency 

Cadwallader Colden 
Philip Livingston 
John Rutherford 

Esq" of the Council 
The Commissioners from the Govemm^it of the 
Massachusets Bay 

The Commissioners for Indians Affairs 
The Mayor & Corporation of Albany 
And Several Ge^V Attending his Excellency & the 
Commissioners upon this Occasion 
His Excellency address'd himself to y* Indians as 
followeth 
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CHILDREN 

I am glad to meet you at this time as do likewise Ck>m- 
mission^B From the Massadiusets Bay, who are come 
hither to concurr with me upon the present occasion, 
and I take this opportunity, to renew the ancient Cove- 
nant Chain with you, in bdialf of this, and all his 
Majesty's Governments in America, which you know has 
alwajrs been kept bright, & dean, without any the least 
stain, or rust, and whidi by this Belt I strength^i 

BELT 

CHILDREN 

My meeting you hare, besides renewing the covenant 
chain, is with Intention, that you cbou'd Join your Force, 
with ours, by taking up the Hatdiet against our & your 
common Enemy's the French, A their Indians, who have 
in a very unmanly manner, by Sculking party's, mur- 
dw'd in Cold Blood, many of your Brethren, in this A 
the Province of the Massadiusets Bay. 

This behaviour lays us under a necessity of making 
Reprisals on them in the like manner, in w^ I make no 
doubt of Your Assistance and we are resolved to take a 
thorough revenge of our, and your, p^petual Enemies^ 
by reducing the Country of Canada, that it may never 
hereafter be in the power of these perfidious deceitful!, 
and Cruel People, to do you, or us, any injury few the 
future. For whidi purpose, all the Nei^bouring Colo- 
nies, together with many Ships of War, & Soldians from 
Great Britain, are resolved to unite their Force & to 
Attack Canada in all parts, both by Sea A Land, & I 
make no doubt you will on this Occasion shew yourselves 
dutyfuU Children, in joining heartily with us & the Six 
Nations in this glorious Enterprize, by whidi you will not 
only gain honour & Renown, but also Safety, & pros- 
perity, to yourselves Your Wives and Children for ever 
afta*wards and for w*"*" ends I will Furnish Yoiu: Fighting 
Men with Arms, Anmiunition, cloathing. Provisions & 
everything necessary for the War. 
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BELT 

Answ^ of the Six Nations to His 
Excellency tbe Honourable George 
Clinton Captain General and 
Govemour in Chief in and over 
the Province of New York &c &c^ 
and to the Commissioners of the 
Massachusets Bay at Albany the 
23 Aug' 1746 

PRESENT 

His Excellency The Hon*'* Geoi^ Clinton &c 
Cadwallader Colden 
Philip Livingston 
John Rutharf ord 



Jacob Wendell 
Sam* Wills 



Esq" of his Majesty's Council 
for the province of New York^ 



Esq" Conunissioners for the 
Province of the Massachusets 
Bay 
The Conmiission^:B of Indian Affairs 
The Corporation 

The Officers of the Independent Companjr's 
The Officers of the New Levjr's & 
Several other Gentlemen 
BROTHER CORLAER & BRETHREN 
of the Massachusets Bay 
We the Six Nations are now assembled together as 
one, Man, & we take in the Messissagas for the seventii 
Nation, & what is now to be Spoken by one Mouth are 
the Joint & sincere thoughts of every heart 

We are pleas'd that you follow ^e Steps of our fore- 
fathers in wiping of the Sorrowfull Tears from our Eyes, 
by which the Stoppage of our throats is opened & the 
blody bed wash'd Cleane. 
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gave THREE STRINGS WAMPUM. 

BRETHREN 

The first time we met together, we only Saluted eadi 
other by shakmg of Hands, we afterwards made a Cove- 
nant Cham of Silv^, whidi we mutually have held fast, 
to this day, shou'd it now Slip from eith^ of our hands, 
it would prove destructive to both sides since our Ene- 
Hiies have drawn the Sword. 

GAVE A BELT 

BROTHER CORLAER 

Last Year you gave us the Hatchet to be made use of, 
against your Enemies, the French which we accepted & 
promised to make use of, if they should commit any far- 
ther Hostilities upon the English; which they have now 
done, by destrojring Sara^toga & shedding a great deal 
of Blood, hitherto we have made no use of the Hatdiet, 
but as you now call upon us, we are ready and do dedaie 
from the bottom of our hearts that we will from this day 
make use of it against the French and their Children 
(meaning their Indians) 

N. B. The question was Asked them by His Excel- 
lency whether (by the words their Children they meant 
all the Indians in Alliance with the Frendi to whidi they 
answered yes) 

At the end of the foregoing Paragraph th^ threw 
down a war Belt of Wampum on the Ground it being 
the Indian custom to deliver War Belts or make decla- 
rations of War in that manner This th^ did witli re- 
markable Indignation intending thereby to Express their 
resentment ag^ the French, & their Allies, & their Zeal 
for the English. 

A BELT 

BROTHER CORLAER 

According to your Exhortation in your Speech to us 
we are firmly united together & from this time to Act 
as having one Heart. The Messessagas are in tiie same 
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mannw Joined and united with us, likewise the Southern 
Nations bordering upon us, & we hope that you & the 
other Govemours on the Continent will be in the same 
manner joined and united together. 

gave a belt 
They repeated over his Excellencys Speech in relation to 
the Conquest of Cape Breton, and hoped that our fleet 
& Army may be also Victorious in the present Expedition 
against Canada, adding, that the French were a mis- 
diievous People, 

gave a Belt 
As to your Suspicions of our admitting Fr^ich Priests 
among us they are become groundless, since we have now 
declared War against them. The admitting of Priests 
would only tend to lull us asleep, on the Contrary, should 
any now dare to come, we know no use for him or them 
but to Roast them & the thou^ts of the Treatment we 
formerly receiv'd fix)m the French thro' the means of 
their Priests, & whidi you have now reasonably brou^t 
to our remembrance makes our Blood to Boile. 
BROTHER CORLAER 

This is the Second time you have put the Hatchet 
into our Hands, which we ha:*eby accept and are ready 
to go upon Service, You may see that we have but a 
Handfull of Fighting Men here at present, however 
some of them from each Nation, shall be left behind us, 
to follow your Orders: When we arrive at our Respective 
Castles, we shall send down a greater numbw of our 
Warriors, and of those of the Nations in Alliance witii 
us, as soon as possible* 

This we assure you of from the trutii & Sincerity of 
our Hearts & we receive & shall preserve this large Belt 
(holding it up at the sametime) which you have now 
given us, as a War Hatchett. 
BRETHREN 

This is the Belt (at the same time giving one of 
Union) with whidi we are to go hand in hand to tiie 
Gates of oiu* Enemies and by it we declare our intention 
to Conquer or to Dye togetiier in the Conmion Cause. 
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There is a nation called the Meseessagas ^dioee 
delagates are ha^ present th^ consist of Five Castles 
containing Eight hundred Men, who are all determined 
and do agree to Join ns in this Common Cause against 
our Enemies the French & their Indians & we hope you 
& the Conunissioners from Boston, will use them in sudi 
a manner that th^ will go home contented and Satisfied. 
Gave a Belt of Friendship 

Answer of the River Indians to 
His Ex^ The Honble Geo: Clinton 
Cap^ Gen. & Govemour in Chi^ 
in and Over the Province of New 
York &c and to the Commission- 
ers of the Massachusets Bay at 
Albany y* 26 August 1746. 
PRESENT 
Cadwallader Colden 
Philip Livingston 
Jc^ Rutherford 

Esq" of the Council 
The Commissioners for the Province of the Massa- 
chusets Bay 
The Conmiissioners of Indian Affairs 
The Corpwation 

The Officers of the Independent Companys 
The Officers of the New raised Levys & S^eral other 
Gentlemen. 
FATHER 

We are glad to see you, & we come to renew tiie Cove- 
nant Chain, and make it fast, and bright as ever and 
free from Rust^ and as a Token thereof we give this belt 

Gave a Belt. 
FATHER 

You have told us what misdiief of the fVendi have 
done, and what murders they have committed upon the 
Christians th^^fore we declare From our hearts & not 
From our Lips, that as you have ordered us to Shed the 
Enemys Blood in return for what th^ have done, we are 
resolved to do it & will live and dye with you i|i the 
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Comon Cause. When you Christians are at WajPj you 
make peace with one another, but it is not so wi^ us, 
therefore we depend upon you to take care of us, in 
Confidence of which, we now take up the Hatchet, & will 
make use of it, against the Frendi & their Indians. 
Gave a Belt with a Hatchet. 



CadwaUader Golden to Mrs. Cdtden. 

Albany Aug 20**^ 1746 
My Dear 

I wrote to you this day by a sloop going down but 
having an opportunity of writing to M"" Hardenbargh I 
inclose this that you may know that I continue in per- 
fect health & as ea^ as I can be from my family & you. 
k under all the uncertainties we still remain of knowing 
nothing of the Fleet or who is to be General Howev^ 
I must think that the Fleet is ariv'd by this time other- 
wise if any stop had be^i put to the Fleet we must have 
had express ships to give us an Account of it The Goy- 
anour has been ill but is recovered. M" Rutherford 
keeps brave & well but has not recovered h^ strength 
They are waiting for this & I must break off with my 
affectionate remembrance of our children Only pray 
take care of your self that you may have a joyfull meet- 
ing with 

Yoiu* most affectionate 

[Indoraed] CadWALLADBB COLDBN. 

To 
Mn COUDBN at 

ColdeDi^baixi. 
8^R.dAug30 



CadwaUader Golden to Mrs. Golden 

Aug. 20**^ past 10 at night 
My Dear 

I have yomi3 of the 17** wharein you accuse me of 
negligence to your commands. If another fault of the 
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same kind will excuse it by f orgetfullness yesterday I 
made the Gov' loose his Dimier to day. 
Curtise went away soon after the arival of the man of 
War from England when our heads w&re full of News 
The Express is arrived this ni^t from Boston & I must 
go early tomorrow morning to Greenwidi after having 
been in Council today both forenoon & afternoon till 
ni^t And to be in Council again tomorrow forenoon 
I tharefor write this least I should not be able to do it 
tomorrow when the man who brou^t the lett» left 
word he would call for an answer. All I can tell you at 
present is that I am in p^fect health ife if I see the man 
to morrow I will endeavour to send what I should have 
sent before & if I have time may write what news we 
have from Boston at present I know none I have got the 
Commissi* Alex' desired. 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladeb Cou>kn. 
Aug 22 This was designed by Terwilligai but I did not 
see him I send up the Check & the Sadie lace I am so 
hurried that I must refer you to Alex^ for any News I 
can write I am this instant going into Council & from 
thence to Greenwich where I am to be all ni^t. 

[Indorsed] 

To 
M" CoiDaN at 

Coldenghimi. 



CadwaUader Golden to Mrs Golden 

Albany Aug 20^^ 1746 
My Dear 

I cannot recollect how often I have wrote to you being 
hurried with people coming often to me this day But I 
must not let this sloop go without assuring you that I 
have had my health p^ectly well ever since I came to 
this place & continue so The Govemour has be^i indis- 
posed but is now recovered tho it is not thou^t proper 
for him to go abroad in this rainy weather & for that 
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reason I iq)ok6 to the Indians in his name yesterday It 
seem'd wdl reoeiv'd But we have not their answer at tiiis 
time No news of the Fleet or of a General but every 
moment expected Remember me affectionately to all 
the Children Take care of your self as I do of my self 
that 

we may have a joyfull meeting 

Cadwalladbb C!oldsk. 
Dumbar is very well 
& very carefuU. 

(Indorsed] 
To 

Mn COLDBN at 

Coldengham. 
To be left at M' Aukanmb Colmn's 

at Newbur^ 
or with RicHABD Nichollb Esq 

New York. 
2R.d8eptra<i 



Commission Issued to Cadwalladbb Coldbn, Jr. as 
Commissary of Musters, August 2i, 1746 

BY fflS EXCELLENCY 
THE HONOURABLE GEORGE CLINTON ESQ' 
Captain Generall and Governor in Chief of the 
province of New York, and the Territories 
thereon Depending in Ama^ica, and Vice 
Admirall of the Same and Vice Admirall of the 
Red Squadron of his Majesties Fleet. 

TO CADWALLADER COLDEN JUN' ESQ' 
REPOSING Especiall Trust and Confidence as well in 
the Care, Diligence and Circumspection as in the Loyalty 
fidelity, and Readiness of you, to do his Majesty Good 
and FaithfuU Service, HAVE Nominated, Constituted 
and Appointed and I DO by Virtue of the powers and 
Authorities to me Given by his Majesty Under the Broad 
Seal of Great Brittian hereby Nominate, Constitute and 
Appoint you the Said Cadwallader Colden Jun' to be 
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CommisBaiy of the Musters of all the Fwoes Levied by 
his Majesties Ordars on an Expedition Intended against 
the French in Canada whidi now are (ur at any time 
hereafter Shall be in the Said province and Territories^ 
And Judge Advocate for the Said Forces to Execute the 
Said offices According to the Rules and discipline of the 
Army, YOU are tiierefore to Observe and Ob^ Sudi 
Rules and Orda:B as you Shall from time to time Receive 
from me or the Generall of the Said Forces or from the 
Commissary Generall of the Musters of his Majesties 
Armies in pursuance of the trust Reposed in you, and 
for so doing this shall be your Commissions 

GIVEN Under my hand and seal at Arms in New 
York the twenty fourth day of August in the Twentieth 
year of His Majesties Reign, And in tiie year of our Lord 
One Thousand Seven hundred and forty Six 

Jn^ Ayscough Secretary. G. Cuntok. 



Opinion of the Council at Albany. 
[In Colden's handwriting] 

To His Excellency &c. 

In obedience to your Excellency's commands to us 
to give our opinions of what may be propa* to be don in 
consequence of the Intelligence & advise your Excell^ 
has received from Gov"^ Shirley 4k Admiral Warren by 
their letters of the & 19*** instant 

We are humbly of opinion that it is absolutely neces- 
sary to attempt the Reduction of the Frendi Fort at 
Crown Point by the joint Forces of all the Colonies now 
rais'd for the Expedition against Canada & that this be 
done without delay & with all the diq)atch that the 
present circumstances of Affairs will admit of for the 
following reasons 

As your Excellency has by an unwearied application 
& influence gained the six Nations to join with us in the 
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most solemn & heaiiy manner in the War against the 
Frendi of Canada & ^eir Indian allies & to promise not 
only to join their whole force to ours but the force of all 
the Indian Nations ovar whom they have any Influence 
A who are very numerous We are of opinion that the 
best use is to be made of so happy an event of your 
N^ociation with the six Nations by entmng them im- 
mediatly upon Action against the Frondi & their Indians 
as yoxxr Excellency in order to engage the six Nations 
in the War was obliged to communicat to them the 
Design of attacking Canada by Sea and Land if every 
part of that Expedition be now laid aside The six Na- 
tions will apprdiend that they have be^i deceived & in 
consequence of sudi opinion the English Colonies may 
loose entiroly the Friendship & Esteem not only of the 
SIX Nations but of all the Indian Nations in North 
America & the French thereby gain so great an influence 
over them as may enable them to put their grand Design 
in Execution of setting all the Indian Nations in North 
America upon us & harassing the Frontiers of the Eng- 
lish colonies on all sides from Annapolis royal to Geor^ 
By whidi means the English Colonies would be so far 
from being in a Condition as they now are of making 
any attempt upon Canada that their whole force must 
be employed & would not be sufficient to defend their 
Settlements from the incm^sions of the Indians on all 
sides. 

By the best information we can obtain in this toun 
we do not think thero can be above 12000 men in Canada 
including their Indians & regular troops & therofor we 
are of opinion the Forces now Levied in the several Colo- 
nies will be sufficient to reduce the French Fort at 
Crown Point if care be taken at the same time to harass 
their Settlements ev^ry whero by incursions of the In- 
dians whidi we think it will not be difficult for your 
Excellency to effect in the present disposition of the 
Indians and the City of Quebec at the same time be kept 
in Continual apprdiensions by the appearance of as 
great a number of Shipping in the River of St Lawrence 
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as can be q)ared from Louisbourg while the forces may 
be supposed to be before Crown point We are informed 
that a single forty gun ship will be sufficient to plunder 
& destroy all the Frendi settlements below Qud>ec 

We are likewise of Opinion That whether the at- 
tempt on Crown point be made or not all the Forces now 
levied must be kept on foot paid cloathed & supported 
with provisions & placed on the fronti^s towards Canada 
so that the reduction of Crown point can occasion a very 
small additional expence to what is now become abso- 
lutely necessary without making any such attempt. We 
even doubt whether it will occasion a greater expence 
than will become necf'ssary otherwise for the defence 
of the several Colonies by building of Forts &c That 
if Crown point be reduced this Fall as we hope it may 
then next Spring We think Montreal may with mudi 
more ease be attempted & carried by land forces to be 
sent against it by two different roads viz by Chambly 
& Oswego doun Cadarackni & St. Lawrence river & that 
in the Winter Season small Vessels may be built for 
transporting the tiroops & artillery &c to Chambly & 
that these vessels being made large enou^ to carry small 
cannon will cover the men while they are landing near 
Chambly 

As the season of the year is allready so far advanced 
that there is no time left to consult the several Govern- 
ments we himibly advise your Excellency to encamp the 
Forces now at this place & to ordw them to March with 
all the Expedition may be towards the carrying place 
that under their cover the roads may be repair'd & new 
roads where necessary made & Blockhouses or Forts be 
built where ever it shall be thought necessary or con- 
venient for securing the Transportation of all neces- 
saries for the Army & preserving the communication be- 
tween the Army & this place & to prevent the incursions 
of the Ennemy That a party of Indians with a suffi- 
cient number of Christians be sent to harass the Settle- 
ments of Canada at as many different & distant places 
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as possible to keep the inhabitants ev^y where in allarm 
& to prevent their sending succours to Crown point. 

We very gratefully thank your Excellency for your 
communicating to us your Dei^gn of leaving the Nomi- 
nation to Gov*^ Shirley & Admiral Waren of the Person 
to conunand the Army in diief on the Expedition 
against Crown point as it shows your Excellency's Dis- 
position to remove every difficulty which you apprdiend 
may obstruct this Enterprise & that you will consent to 
any Form of a Conunission or Commissions whidi they 
shall think necessary or proper for that purpose 

As the officers & soldiers now rais'd are supposed to 
be in the Kings pay it becomes highly necessary that 
Gov^ Shirley & adn^al Waren think of some method 
by which they may receive their pay from time to time 
without delay and that the rate of their pay according 
to the several currencies of money in which they shall 
be paid be determined otherwise we apprdiend that 
mutinies & other disorders may arise in the Army 

The immediat Reduction of the Frendi Fort at Crown 
point appears to us to be of such consequence to the 
safety of all his Majesties Colonies in North America 
that we can make no doubt if the several Governments 
readily agreeing to bear their respective shares of the 
necessary expence & for that purpose we have in conjunc- 
tion wi^ the Commis^ from the Massachusets Bay 
made an Estimate of the extraordinary charge whidi we 
think may arise & of what we & ihey imagine may be 
a reasonable Quota for each. 

We are very sensible how litle it would have become 
us to have advised by our selves on matters of so great 
consequence had it been possible to have got the advice 
& consent of the other Gentlemen of the Council without 
Hazarding the loss of the whole Interprise by the delay 
which would become necessary for that pxurpose & we 
hope that the present Exigency of affairs will not only 
exuse us with your Excellency but with all persons that 
have any right to Judge in this affair 
Albany August 26^ 1746. 



Digitized by 



Google 



266 THE GOLDEN PAPER8-174a-1747 

CadwaUader Colden to Mrs Colden 

My Dear 

I have yours of the 19^ & since that one from Alex' 
wherein he tells me that he is resolv'd to stay at henna 
I wrote to him the beginning of this week wh^-ein I 
inform'd him tiiat we had succeeded to our wish in our 
Treaty with the Indians If the Fleet had ariv'd in time 
I doubt not every thing had succeeded in like manner. 
The unc^lainties we are under will certainly ke^ us 
longw in this place than was imagined An express was 
sent to Boston last ni^t at the return of which we shall 
take our final resolutions Cap*" Rutharfcxtls youngest 
Daughter except the last has the small Pox & tho pretty 
full no ill circumstances. I keep my health still perfectly 
well & my spirits without the least hip Rememb^ me to 
all our diildron TeU Jenny & Alice & Jc^n that they 
please me mudi by their letters but I have sudi variety of 
things to think on & so seldom alone that tiiey must 
excuse my writing as I am forced to deny my self the 
pleasure I would have in doing it. I have a letter like- 
wise from Betty & no time to answer it but I had wrote 
to her beforo I receiv'd She complains of not hearing 
from any of us. Cap'' Rutherford & his Lady make their 
Complements to you 

I am 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladeb Colden 
Albany Aug 28^ 1746 

[Indoreed] 
To 
M'" CoiDaN at Coldeiigfaain 
To be left with M' Aukandb CounN 

at Newburgh or 
with RicHABD NiCToua Esq at 8*** R - d AugUSt 29 

New Yoik 
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From Samuel WeUes 

Boston 12** Sept' 1746. 
Sir, 

Your oonoem for the public, & for that reason, zeal 
for the Expedition to Crown point & great capacity to 
promote it, brings you the trouble of this, There is sudi 
a zeal in the C!ourt here, they seem'd to be so ready for 
it in Connecticot as I came along home, that I cannot 
but hope, if the Southan Governments exert themselves 
in any tolerable manner, that th^re is a great prospect 
of success in it. 

I look up on it, to be of as great consequence as almost 
anjrthing, that there be a great number of Indians with 
the forces, & prudently treated, this will strike a vast 
damp into the french & their Indians too, and greatly 
tend to Establish them firmly in our Interest, if there 
should be any action, as if we go on there doubtless will, 
I hope there will be of every sort at least fifteen hundred 
Indians & of as many nations as possible, they will 
mightily secure the main body of the Army both on their 
march & when they come to the si^e, & being engaged 
k successful in this expedition, will next Spring bring 
every Indian within five or six hundred miles Westward 
& Southward of Albany to go against Canada that can 
well carry a gun ife it is very probable, if we succeed, 
that our men will go to Montroyal & Quebec before th^ 
return to Boston, & I cannot think but that a fleet to 
ke^ out Succours from France, will give an addition 
the Plantations can easily make, to this army next spring, 
an opportunity with the assistance of these Indians to 
drive Canada where they please; as to this expedition 
against Crown point, we pretty much apprehend it may 
require winter work & we are providing for it, we make 
many of our tents large & to be open on one side like 
the bank [7] of an house where against the open 
upri^t side a fire may be made to keep all warm & dry 
& on some other side of the fire as the wind may be, 
another Tent may be fixt. 
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I have a great satisfaction that you have so large & 
part in directing on this Enterprize, In which you have 
the greater advantage to be Serviceable from tiie large 
those of favour & confidence you have from Excellency 
Gov' Clinton, who is & must be at the head of it I was 
at some loss whether I should thrust myself forward, A 
intermeddle in this manna:, but when the whole is in 
danger, & general destruction threatened, which is the 
case if Crown Point & Canada remain to the fr^di, I 
think every member ought to do their utmost & in every 
manner lend a hand to Save their Country, I must pray 
you to give my very sincere regards to Capt Rutharfcnrd 
& Lady as well as well as accq>t them your self from 

Your very Hum"* Serv* 

Samubl Wbllss. 
HoilM* Cadwallamb CouiaM Eaq^ 



CadvxiUader Golden to Mrs. Golden 

Albany Sept^ 19^ 1746 
My Dear 

I have delajr'd writing ior some time in hopes our un- 
certainties would at last be at an end An express we 
sent to Boston was detain'd there so long that it was 3 
weeks before we receiv'd an answer. The General is now 
every day expected One Waldo fix)m Boston & our 
Forces here are all making ready to March So that I 
hope we may be able to leave this place sometime next 
week But as oiu* express sajrs the day befcH^ he Left 
Boston a Vessel from Cape Breton came in which in 
her passage saw 30 ships whether French or English she 
cannot tell an other express may alter all our measures 
Cap*" Roberts & Marshall are apointed lieutenant CoUo- 
nels & Capt Clark & Rutheiford Majors of the New 
York Forces You may assure your self nothing will 
prevent my returning to you as soon as possible that I 
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may again return to the pleasures of my own Family 
Remember me affectionately to all our children 
I am in perfect health Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladbb Coldbn 

[Indoraed] 

M"a*LDEN«t 9*^R-dSep*'26^ 

ColdeDgham. 



Cadvxdlader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

Albany Sept^ 23 1746 
My Dear 

The last I have from any of my family is John's of 
the lOth instant & I have I believe received all that he 
mentions before that except one which you wrote since 
you sent the bundle. I wrote by Egberts since any John 
has mentioned to be received & last friday night by an 
express battoe going to New York This goes by M' 
Hardenbargh by whom I received Johns. In my last I 
wrote what news we have here & nothing new has oc- 
curred The General is not ariVd One half of The New 
York Forces with Col Roberts's Battalion have received 
OTd&rs to be in readiness to march what the otlier Bat- 
talion is to do I know not. The Gov' is making ready 
to return whidi gives me a great deal of pleasure by the 
hopes of being soon with you He I am satisfied cannot 
leave this place this week & tiieretor I would be glad 
to have leave to go before him but I must not swallow 
the Cow & stick on tiie tail The Company rais'd in 
our County is to have officers to their own liking. I 
continue in perfect good health but not [torn] 
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From John Bartram 

October y* 6** 1746 
Dear esteemed friend 

I received thy kind letter of may y* 9^ & am much 
obliged to thee for Uunslating part of Gronoviiis letter 
It is not for want of respect to thee that I did not answer 
it sooner, but for want of entertaining subjects to work 
upon: I may still add another reason as great or 
greater: y* genererall distress of our provinces yours with 
y^ invations of y^ barbarous Indians and ours with four 
different kinds of mortal distempers viz y* small pox 
which now b^ins to be very malignant y* bloody flux 
grievous lingring feavours commonly Called y* dumb 
ague & y* sore throat all these is e&aeraly thorow y* 
countrey very few families escapes some or oth^ of them 
& abundans dies both men women & childr^i as it is 
y* dryest Sununer that ever was known since y* English 
setled here so it is y^ Sickliest so that we are daly prest 
by naturall affection or y* ingagements of humanity to 
condole our near relations & friends afflictions instead 
of amuseing or diverting our selves with curious specu- 
lattions — ^A few dajrs past arivd Captain Mesnard from 
London who brought me severall pacquets of letters frmn 
several of my Corespondents as our friend CoUinson, 
Sir Hans sloan, M. Catesby & A Parcel of books & let- 
ters from our worthy friends Gronovius in one of which 
he mentions Docter Colden with great respect & desired 
me to transcribe part of it & send it to him which runs 
thus. ' Vou must know that with y* assistance of Linneus 
& other friends we discovered several new gen«*a quite 
different from these whidi are known & so th^^ is made 
one Bartramia & another Coldenia. I cant Say posi- 
tively in what book thay with several new characters are 
printed, but I am sure that thay will be found in Fauna 
suevica or deta Suevica which books where in april send 
from Stockholm by sea so that thay are expected here 
ev^y day: when I diall send to you that booke. if there 
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are send duplicates of it. However that you should 

know what plant it is I send to you y* Characters; 

Bartramia & its char then COLDENIA. Teucrii facie 

Bisnagarica tetaracoccos rostra pitis scaten foliis pro 

funde venosis plukn aim p. 363. tab. 64. fig. 6. 

CAL. perianthium tet^aphyllum. foliolis Canceolatis 

erectis 

CX)R. monopetala infundibuli formis longitudine calycis. 

limbo patalo obtuso SBquali quadrifido 

STAM Filamenta quatuor. tubo c(m>lla inserta Anthera 

subrotundo Pist germina quatuor ovata Styli totidem 

capillares Longitudine stamen stigmata simplicia per- 

sistantia. 

PERIC nullum Fructus ovatus scabe oompressus rostris 

quatuor 

SEM quatuor acuminata hinc oonv^a inde angulata 

Fades Neiuada sed diversissima planta 
''Pray when you write to that Learned Gentleman send 
to him A Copy of this Character & acquaint him that 
I with great pleasure perceived by your Letta: that my 
paket is come to his hands but that I am extreamly sorry 
that his things for me where taken by the privateers; 
this my dear friend I have transcribed out of his letter 
to me, for thy sattisfaction but as I don't understand 
Lattin any thing like well I may have mist several lette:B 
for want of understanding y* sence of many that was 
blotted but I hope thy mature Judgment may assist that 
defect 

Now I have one favour to request of thee whidi is to 
send me A few growing trees of y* arbor vita siter this 
mann^ make A little box about A foot square lay about 
two indies thick of earth at y* bottom then dig up some 
yoxmg trees about 10 inches hi^ of y* arbor vita if thay 
have A sod in whidi y* fibrous rooto are fixed it would 
be better plant these on y* mould as dose as possible 
then fill y* box half full of mould & press it hard about 
y* roots then put more earth in y* box about y* stems 
pressing it prety dose then fill y* box with mould to y* 
top letting y* tops of y* branches be just above y* mould 
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then nail y* lid fast on this way I believe will preserve 
them alive A month or two in this oool season when 
y* vigetive Juices is at rest & y* box being full it may 
be tumbled about like oih&c goods without mudi damage, 
tho it will be better to write upon y^ lid keep this side 
uppermost: if thee would be so kind as to direct it to 
jy John Bard in new york for me & send it thither for 
me I believe he will send it to Philadelphia y* first oper- 
timity that seed thee s^it me did not come up tho it 
seemed very good indeed y* dry Sommer mi^t be a great 
hindrance If I can do thee any sa*vice in our way pray 
use y* freedom to accept it whidi will be cherefully per- 
formed according to the best of y* understanding of thy 
well widbw 

John Bartram 

[Indoned] 

For 
Doctor CadItalaim Coimin 

These 
Free B. I^unkux 



From Jokn Rutherfurd 

Aleant lO**' Oct 1746 
rKSir 

I received your Note for the Cagg of Rum whidi was 
put on board of Ci^t Ten1:»x)ok & directed as you desired. 
There has nothing of any Consequence happened here 
since you left us, no news of any Forces comeing this way 
from New En^and, I'm afraid thejrl be so much alarmed 
with these Accounts of The French Fleet that thejrl 
think of nothing but to defend themselves. I hope this 
will find you at New York for the sake of the publick 
& for my own Sake, as I'm perswaded The Kings Com- 
missions will arrive this Fall, if ev&r: Secure these two 
we talked of at parting & send them up by One of your 
Sons or some hand you can intirely trust. I don't care 
to be too particular as there's no depending upon lettars 
goeing unopened, if at all. We are makeing every thing 
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ready to March, whevever the Batoe CoU^ Rob^iB Sent 

down to His Excelly returns. I diall expect every day 

heaps of news from you & am with the greatest regard 

Most Sincerely yours & c. & c. 

John Ritthsrfubd 
P. S. 

When we March from Albany, I leave 
Bills & full powers with Mrs. Ruthw- 
furd to transact any business of mine 

To 

The Honourable 
CadwaUjAdbb Cou>bn Esq' 
To be left at Mr. Albxandbi Cou>bn's 
house at Newburgh or at the Post house 
at New York 



From Benjamin Franklin 

Philad* Oct. 16, 1746 
Sir 

I have received your Favour of the 13^ Instant, and 
am glad to hear you are retiun'd well from Albany, whidi 
I understand has been a very sickly Place this Fall. I 
did not imagine you would have been detain'd there so 
long, or I diould have done my Self the Pleasure of 
writing to you by my Son. Our Interpreter M'' Weiser 
is return^. He tells me that as soon as he came to Al- 
bany he went to the Fort and waited on the Secretary, 
that his being there might be made known to the Gov- 
ernor, in Case he should have any Commands for him; 
and ^at 2 Days after being told by Major Rutherfurd 
that the Governor wonder'd he had not Seen him, he 
immediately waited on his Excellency. 

I am sorry I have so little to tell you relating to your 
Treatise, that may a3ord you any Satisfaction. Seven 
or eight of our Gentlemen, have, within my Knowledge, 
read more or less of it, viz. M*^ Hopkinson our Judge 
of the Admiralty; M'' Taylor, Collector of the Kings Cus- 
toms; M' Francis our Attorn^ General, (who is a pretty 
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elose attentive Thinks) M"^ Coleman & M' Graydon, 
& M' Tob^, Merdiants and ingenious Men; with some 
oth^u And all I can learn of their Sentim^its ccm- 
oeming it is, that th^ say th^ cannot understand it, it 
is above their Compr^ension. M" Logan, from whom 
I expected most, when I desired his Opinion, said just 
the same; only added, that The Doctrine of Gravity's 
being the Effect of Elasticity was originally Bemouilli's^ 
but he believ'd you had not Seen Bernoulli, M' Norris, 
his Son in law, lately one of our Commissioners at the 
Treaty of Albany, was present He had be^i reading 
of it too, and Said he was not able to make anything of 
it. Thus, tho' you diould get no Praise among us, you 
are like to escape Censure, since our People do not seem 
to Suppose that you write unintelligibly, but charge all 
to the Abstruseness of the Subject, and their own Want 
of Capacity 

For my own Part I have read no more than I send 
you encWd. What httle Leisure I have is so brokai 
& interrupted, and it requiring methmks a steady con- 
tinued Considetttion for some Time to become a Mas- 
t^ of your Doctrine in all its Parts, I am almost ready 
to join with the rest, and give it up as beyond my readi. 
Yet I imagine, that if I had an Opprntunity of reading 
it with you, and proposing to you my Difficulties for 
Explanation as they rise, I mig^t possibly soon Succeed. 
The Notes I have made were only for my own Considera^ 
tion; they are Queries which I put down that I might 
remember to look out for Answers to than, which I 
supposed I mig^t find as I read furtha*. From the whole 
I intaided to draw the Observations I diould commu- 
nicate to you, after due Consideration, and rejecting 
what was not to the purpose. But since I am not like 
to compleat the Reading Soon, being embarras'd in mudi 
Business, and obliged to take a Joum^ to Boston in a 
Week or two, I send them as th^ are. I have shown 
than to no ona If you would have me continue them, 
you wiU please after Perusal to retiun them. They will 
at least Show you that I have been endeavouring to read 
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and understand your Pieoe; and perhaps either your 
Approbation or Opposition of something I have Said, 
may Spirit me up to return to it with fresh Vigour. 

Some of our Gentlemen to render themselves more 
capable of comprehending your Doctrine, have been 
must^ing up and reading whatever else they could find 
on Subjects, anjrway akin to youra Among other Pieces, 
tiiey got a Book not long since publish'd, said to be wrote 
by an ingenious Man in Scotland, one Baxter, on the 
human Soul: This was handed about an extoU'd as the 
plainest and clearest Thing that ever was wrote on Such 
a dark Subject. At length it came to my Hands, and I 
was desired to read it. The Author lays down the Vis 
Inertise of Matta: as a Foundation on whidi all Philos- 
ophy & even Religion are to be built. In Company one 
Nig^t, I express'd my Dissatisfaction with his iWion- 
strations, to the Surprise of Some who desired me to give 
my Reasons in Writing, that they might examine them 
at better Leisure. I did so the next Morning. And as 
I imagine th^ may give you former Amusement, I will 
send you the Book and my Remarics, if I can get them 
home time enou^ for the Post 

M' Bertram acquaints you with the contents of a 
Letter he has just received from Gronovius. I congratu- 
late you on the Inmiortality confeir^d on you by the 
learned Naturalists of Europe. No Species or Genus of 
Plants was ever lost, or ever will be while the World 
Continues; and therefore your Name, now annext to 
one of them, will last forever 

I see my Acc^ of the Fireplaces translated into Dutch 
is printed at Leiden. M' Bertram has two of them come 
ov«r. 

ly Mitohel was taken in his Passage home, and plun- 
dered of all his learned Observations. He got to London 
frt>m France some time in May last, bravely recovered 
in his Health 

It will not be long aftar my Return from Boston be- 
fore you will see the first Numbar of the Miscellany. 
I have new Materials by me for 6 or 6. The want of a 
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good Engraver is a great Difficulty with me. The Men- 
tion of Engraving puts me in mind, that M' Evans told 
me you would permit me to take off some Copies from a 
Plate you have of the N American Coast. I shall be 
obliged to you for that favour 

When Capt. Honejonan was here, I gave him at his 
Request, a Paper containing some Acc^ of Experiments 
relating to wooden Cannon. Enclosed is a Copy of it, 
whidi please to retiun with your Sentiments, when jrou 
have read it. I sent a Copy (without a Name) to Gov. 
Shirley. 

Having Sufficiently tired your Patience, I will not add 
to the Trespass by an Apology, but condude 

Your most humle S«v* 

B. Fbakkun 

[Indoreed] 

To 
Cadwalaob Cqldin Esq** 



Cadu^oUader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

New Yobk Nov' 3* 1746 
My Dear 

I diall soon long to hear of your safe arival at home 
& meeting your Children with pleasure Tell John that 
I am well pleas'd with his letta: There was one from 
Jenny to you whidi I took the pleasure of reading. We 
have nothing new here besides what is in the prints. 
It is certain the French fleet is gon & we are freed from 
all fears of them & the accounts of the miserable con- 
dition th^ were in as related in the prints is true & 
worse than there related I saw a letter from the Cap^ 
of The flag of truce that left them after they had sail'd 
from Cheboucta harbour. We hear nothing of our fleet 
& we still remain under the same uncertainties we did 
as to all publick affairs The Repres^itation the Assem- 
bly is to make has not as yet appeared after we shall 
have seen it we shall be able to Judge better of the 
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Affairs in this Province. I continue in very good health 
& as easy as when you saw me here & indeed as eeiay as 
I can be in the absence from my own family & the com^ 
pany wh^^ I place my delight Remember me affection- 
ately to all our Children I wish much to be with you 4k 
shall as soon as I can in the mean time I diall endeavour 
to keep myself as easy as any one can in a place where 
he would not dioose to be if he could obtain all his wish. 
I am 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladeb Golden 
Send me the Direction for my letters to my Broths 
I l^t the Company I was with when you went away 
between four & five in the afternoon & by that means 
came off well The Gov' kept his promise in not stopping 
or desiring me to stay Nov' 4^ I have just now tuesday 
morning receiv'd John's by James M'' Neal & am sorry 
that he can tell me nothing of you 

[Indoned] 
To 

M" COLDDf 

at Coldftngham 



CadwaUader Colden to Mrs. Colden 

New York Nov' 7*^ 1746 
My Dear 

I have had my thoughts engaged for these two or 
three days on some matters of consequence & now at last 
I am call'd upon unexpectedly for my lett^:B The assem- 
bly have made a representation to the Governor which 
you will see in Print I hope the Generality of People 
will be better pleas'd with his answer than with their 
Representation. I am in as good health & Spirit as ever 
& I am not uneasy at any thing but in being from you 
& my Family Remember me affectionately to all of 
them. I have no time to write in answer to Cad's he 
should learn more patience oth^ivise he never can be 
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easy in this world He may trust to my assisting of him 
in his necessities if he behave as he ought I am 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladeb Golden 

[Indoraed] 

To 
Mn. Cqldin At 

Colde 



CadvxiUader Colden to Mrs Colden 

Nbw York NoV 9**^ 1746 
My Dear 

I wrote the day before yesterday by Ja M* Neal 
Faulkener being so kind as to call this morning I repeat 
what I told you before that I am (I tiiink) in hetbsr 
health & spirits than for many years before But you 
will perhaps hear somethings as to publick affairs A 
Base Lye printed of me in the Votes But be no way 
ooncem'd All this will turn out to my advantage & I 
hope at last to the Benefite of my Family My Ennanies 
will do more for me than my friends could without than 
& my Ennemies ought to make me amends for I have 
given no Provocation to any man. The only thing that 
troubles me is that I am affray'd I must stay in this 
place till the time the Ships go for England The Gov* 
has not spoke to me on this head but I suspect it must 
be Pray take care of your self as I shall do of my self 
that we may meet with pleasure My tendw love to all 
our Children 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladeb Colden 

[Indoraed] 

To 
M» CoLDiN at 

Cold 
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CadwaUader Colden to Mrs Golden 

New York Nov' 11*^ 1746 
My Dear 

Yours of the 3^ of this month gave me the greatest 
pleasure by the accounts I received in it. I have received 
the bedding & I suppose M"" NidioUs has taken care of 
the Basket Your piUow case & a box is come from West- 
chester Help CadwaUader with his Winter Provision 
You have Cows & steers sufficient for that purpose I 
have no time to write to him as the Weather is grown 
cold what Cattle are to be kill'd must be fed at night 
If what work I directed be don let the servants clear the 
swamp between the midle field & the east field if it be 
dry enou^ for that purpose beginning at the lower or 
north end If that be wet let them dear the east field for 
sowing next summer I mean that field on the east 
meadow & to the NorUiward of the field reapt this jrear 
Since I wrote so far M"" Nicholls tells me that the Basket 
is not on board Courts It may come time enough I 
believe next trip for I know not as yet when I diall 
return Perhaps you may meet with somethings in the 
Prints whidi may give you uneasiness but I assure they 
give me none & what ever trouble I at present meet with 
I hope my family will have the Benefite of it & I think 
I would do th^m an injury if I neglected what is offered 
me. You must expect no news from me Only this by the 
last papers from England We hope for a Peace with 
Spain & that the War with France will be continued 
I am in p^ect health & as cheerf ull as ever Remember 
me tenderly to my dear children My Service to M' 
Markham & other friends I am 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladsr Colden 

Qiidoraed] 

To 
Mn Ccums al 

Coldengbain. 
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CadwaUader Colden to Mrs Colden 

New York Nov' 18^ 1746 
My Dear 

I have yours of the 10^ & 11^ of this month but 
have not receiv'd your preceeding letta: which you was 
apprehensive would give me so much uneasiness So that 
I had not that check to my che^uUness whidi you ap- 
prdiended I believe you'l think I have had some other 
checks to it from what no doubt you must hear It is 
impossible to act in the Station I am in without meet- 
ing with ill natur'd returns for actions whidi perhf^ 
are most deserving. I now can assure you that the malice 
shown me at this time is so far from being hurtful! that 
thereby they give an opportimity of laying open the 
good services don which otherwise mij^t have been 
thought vain & indecent & in that req)ect will be of use 
& they no way lessen any che^uUness which you ob- 
served. I cannot at this time write to CadwaUader my 
breaat is too full when I think of him & my head too 
mudi imploy^d in oHier things. In my last I proposed 
something for him with which or with what you iNX>poee 
I diall be pleas'd. I must be continually implojr^d till 
the diips go for England We hear that Admiral War^i 
has taken a sudden resolution of going from BostcHi to 
England & that he was to sail in the Chester man of 
War Sunday last The Post from Boston is not ariv'd 
I am in p^ect good health Remember me affectionately 
to our dear children I sent letters from Betty by Courts. 
They were all well last week Peter call'd on me as he 
went home last Saturday. We have some remarkable 
pieces of News since I wrote so far which I write to 
Alexander & you may open the letter directed to him if 
it come first to your hands. I intend to send the News 
papers & the Treaty with the Indians published here 
My poor old Landlord dy'd yesterday & is to be buried 
on thursday. 
Nov' 21** I continue in perfect health The Assembly 
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adjourned for 8 days whidi has lenthen'd business un- 
expectedly I diall make all the haste I can to be with 
you & I told the Gov' so yesterday but I can say no time 
as yet Di^atches are every day expected from England 
& I wish they may come before I leave this place I am 

Your most affectionate 

Cadwalladeb Coldbn 

[Izkdoraed] 

To 
M» Cqldin 
at Coldengham. 



CadwaUader Cclden to Dr. Samuel Johnson 
[Copy] 

New York Nov' 19*^ 1746 
DS' 

You oblige me much with the freedom with which 
you are pleas'd to correspond with me. The mathemati- 
cal part of my essay you tell me is most out of your 
reach as not having a sufficient foundation for It I am 
the least concerned about that part It is only wrote for 
those that are versant in that kind of learning & in 
astronomy for it would have made a large volum to have 
explain^ what I suppose to be known as allready suffi- 
ciently don by others. Notwithstanding that most of 
my correspondents write to me of the difficulties they are 
under to conceive what I would be at yet this must either 
be in the uncommonness & newness of the Ideas or in my 
inability to explain my notions properly or in both for 
after reflecting again & again on the subject & consider- 
ing every objection that has been made I remain aa fully 
perswaded of the truth of it as of day light after the sun 
is up & that it is more than an H3rpothe6is I am per- 
swaded that what ever reception this piece may have 
in my life time the Doctrine I deliver will be received 
wh^i I shall be dead & rotten & perhaps forgot The 
whole difficulty is in this whether there can be different 
species of Matter wheth^ we can conceive matter with- 
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out some property eseential to it wheUiw we can ocmh 
oeive any property in matter without action or is not 
ev&ry property the effect of some Action Aether con- 
tradictory properties or actions or sudi whidi are n^;a- 
tive to each other can subsist in the same q)ecies 

I find all puzled to conceive that resistance is really 
an action in the resisting matta: & yet it must certainly 
be so or it can have no force for I can have no conception 
of force without action or of what some call a dead Force 
that is a Force that can have no effect for if it produce 
any effect it must do something or it must have acted 
The Difficulty of our conceiving the action of resisting 
matter arises from this that our common Ideas of action 
include motion in them & for that reason imagine that 
some kind of motion must accompany every Action but as 
I observed in my Treatis all allow that thinking is a kind 
of Action yet nothing of motion is included in the ccm- 
ception we have of the Action of Thinking I am p&r- 
swaded the more you tiiink the more you will be 
perswaded that there are more than one khid of action 
in which motion cannot be conceived as any part of the 
action. 

I am sorry to find by yours that one of the Fellows of 
your College is apprdiensive of some tendency in my 
Sjrstem towards Atheism This is a misfortune whidi has 
happ^i'd to all new Discoveries in Philosophy So 
Copernicus So Galilio Des Cartes Leibnitz &o have all 
been branded. They must have very weak minds who 
think they can do service to Religeon by aq>a:mons of 
this kind on such like men Men who have giVn any 
ground to be suspected of Atheism have at the same time 
given proof of their ignorance in natural Philosophy. 
And I do not remember of any one man that has made 
any considerable discovery in natural Philosophy that 
has given any real Ground to suspect him an Ennemy to 
true Religeon but the Contrary 

I shall add something on this occasion in defence of 
my System that from it a certain proof may be given 
of the existence of Spirits or immaterial beings For as in 
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the Idea of all matarial beings Quantity or diape or Form 
is included & their actions are divisable into degrees or 
quantities of Action The Being from whence the Actbn 
of thinking proceeds can not be material because no kind 
of Quantity enters our Perception thereof neither can 
any kind of measure or Division be applied to it so much 
as in Imagination 

All allow that when God created matter he gave it 
some essential Properties otherwise there can be no 
essential diff^*ence between matter & spirit & why may 
I not say in my way of speaking that God gave at the 
Creation to different kinds of matter different & distinct 
kinds of Action As to my own part I can discover no kind 
of iU consequence from the one more than the other 
In answer to your demand of my opinion of D' BerkeVs 
book de Motis I diall give it with the Freedom requisite 
to Philosophy I think that the IK has made the greatest 
Collection in this & his othar writings of indistinct & 
indegested conceptions from the writings of both the 
Ancients & modems that I ever met with in any one 
mans performances that he has the art of puzling & 
confoimding his reada:B in an el^ant stile not common 
to such kind of writers & that he is as great an abusar 
of the use of words as any one of those he blames most 
for that fault. I hope you'l pardon me for writing so 
freely of your friend & of so great a man I do it with 
the less concern in hopes thereby to provoke you to use 
the same freedom with me Complements without sin- 
cerity spoil all Philosophy. I am so often interrupted at 
this time with Business that I wish I could avoid that 
you must excuse the incoherence of this scraul & likewise 
that I say nothing on the subject of your Treatise I will 
do it when I can apply my thou^ts to it in the manner 
you desire I must stay I am affray'd in this place 8 or 
10 dsyB on Business whidi deprives me of that pleasure 
which I had hoped to obtain in old age that is free 
thoughts & conversation with my friends in Philosophy. 
To Dr 8. Johnson 
at Stratford. 
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From John Rutherfwrd 

lySir 

We are now quiet in Winter Quarters & nothing Stir- 
ing worth writeing but what youl hear particularly from 
GoU' Johnstoun k Capt. Firrdl, All Indian Storys from 
the One & Our March &.c. from the other. Mrs Ruther- 
furd retxuns you thanks for your last letter but cant 
write to you as She designed by this opportunity being a 
good deid out of order these two das^s by a sevore oold 
as is likewise Doctor Colhoun who is really very bad 
Shall we never hear more from England? I'm more k 
more Surprized every day & am afraid now these New 
York Ships will be gone befor the Letters arrive that werei 
sent by The Fleet whidi will be a great baulk to me, as 
there will be no opportunity after that to answer any 
letters for some time, Pray write me your thou^te 
about Expedition affairs now. I reckon youl be able to 
learn a good deal when Admiral Warren arrives. I was 
much surprized, after so great expectations raised about 
it^ to See the Representation from the Assembly so very 
poor a performance, silly, trifleing & no sort of spirit in it 
The Govemours Speech I was perfectly pleased with 
which is saying all I can; only I wish this Repres^itation 
may have such an answer as it deserves. I am Sir 

Most sincerely yours &c.<fec. 

John Rutherfubd 
Albany 19*^ Nov' 1746 



Draft op Message of Governor George Cmnton [in 
THE Handwriting of Cadwallader Golden] to the 
General Assembly of New York November 24, 
1746. Printed in part in '' Journal of the General As- 
sembly of New York'' Volume II, pages 137-138 

I find my self under a necessity from your Resolves of 
the 8^ instant conmiunicated to me by order of the house 
to say some things to you which otherwise I should not 
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have thou^t prudent to have don in so publick a manner 
The opinion that the good People of this Province & all 
the Colonies in North America shall intertain of my 
Conduct this smnmer at Albany while I was imder a 
necessity of transacting matters of the greatest conse- 
quence to the well being of not only this Province but 
likewise of all the neighbouring colonies as it may affect 
not only my own reputation A the reputation of him who 
assisted me in the general conduct of affairs but likewise 
the good success of any Interprise that shall hereafter be 
undertak^i either for tiie Preservation of the British colo- 
nies in North America from the Attack of open ennemies 
or the secret machinations of disaffected persons or for 
the Annoyance of the Ennemy or reducing of Canada 
I hope his Majesty & his ministers and all well wishers 
to their Country will excuse me if I speak out some- 
things which I desir'd to have kept silent & which other- 
wise ou^t not to have been made so publick as I am now 
forced to do. 

I agreed with M*" Shirley A M' Waren the only two 
p^'sons in America who had power to conc^ a plan for 
the operations in the Expedition against Canada where- 
of the greatest part remain as yet to be executed A for 
that reason would be inconsistant with my Duty to make 
publick but this occasion obliges me to tell you that 
the Forces of this A the neighbouring Colonies whose ren- 
dezvous was at Albany were to march from thence 

This being premised I shall now acquaint you with 
some of the reasons that induced me to grant the War- 
rant for Provisions for the Independant companies of reg- 
ular troops of this Province A they were among others 
Rrst I was very sensible of the many disadvantages 
Disorders A hazards new levied troops are exposed to 
who could not be well disciplined A where few if any of 
the officers or Soldiers had been used to command or 
experienced in the Arts or Discipline of War I conceived 
it would greatly tend to remedy these disadvantages to 
join with them so many of the four indep^ient com- 
panies as could be spar^ from Garrisons And as these 
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Indepmdwt companies are regular troops whidi the 
Croun without any diarge to this Province has kept here 
for the security tiiereof about 50 }rears and as I found 
that about 200 of them could be spared from the Gari- 
sons I hoped that the joining of them to the new levied 
forces would tend to the speedy training of the new lervies 
& prev^it the disord^*s which too frequently happen 
among new levied forces 

Next As the new levied companies of this Province 
amounted to 1600 men besides commission offic^^ whom 
you have engaged to furnish with Provisions during the 
Expedition but so great a diminution of them having 
happened as that the remainder did not amount to above 
1400 men oflBcers included I hoped it would be agreable 
to you to supply in part that defect in the manner I have 
don without putting the Province to the diarge of £ 8 
per man & a Blanket whidi was engaged for every new 
levied man 

For these amongst other reasons it was that I resolved 
to join the 200 regular troops to the new levied forces 
& upon this resolution taken th^*e was an absolute 
necessity of supplying them with Provisions in like man- 
ner with the new levies & for the reasons above set forth 
I hoped for your approbation in doing it out of the Pro- 
visions made for the new levied forces Notwithstanding 
of these reasons I sent Majer Clarke to the Com" for 
Provisions at Albany before I granted my Warrant to as- 
sure them in case you would allow Provisions to these 
r^ular troops that I would eith^ pay or r^lace the 
same 

Aft^ that assurance it was that I made the ^ war- 
rant wherefor if you upon matmre deliberation disi^rove 
of the reasons I have given it will lye upon me to pay 
or replace all the Provisions issued to these Independent 
companies by virtue of that warrant whidi I shall be 
ready to do hoping from his Majest/s goodness he will 
not let me suffer for what I conceived best for his Service 
the good of this Province & the publick cause 

As to the Warrant set forth in your Resolves to have 
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been granted by me to Heniy Holland dated the 24^ of 
July last it was granted in the Form of the Warrant to 
Mesfi^ Bayard & Holland in this place whidi Form was 
advised & approved off by a full Council heare before I 
went to Albany. 

As to the remainder of your resolves I shall now ac- 
quaint you that when in piirsuance of the plan of opera- 
tions agreed on as before I was about to give orders for 
the marching of the Forces from Albany I sent M' 
Cold^i to the Com" for Provisions at Albany to acquaint 
them with that my Intention & of the necessity that 
the Provisions should go with the Forces & that as by 
the Act for raising these Provisions they were intrusted 
with the care of them I was desirous that they would 
take the care of the Transportation of them either by 
themselves or such persons as they should tliink propw 
to agree with that the Provisions mi^t be delivered out 
to the Captains from time to time pursuant to the direc- 
tions of the Act M' Colden having acquainted the Com" 
with my desire they made some objection thereto & to 
which I requested him to give for answer that in case 
you would not agree to pay for transportation (which 
hq>pen'd not to be expr^y provided for by the Act) 
I would pay it And that if they refused this necessary 
care I should thereby be laid under an absolute necessity 
of appointing some other pearsoma to take this care upon 
them 

M' Colden thereon reported to me that these reasons 
had proved Satisfactory to the Com" & that th^ had con- 
sented to take care of the Provisions as I had desir'd on 
the condition proposed & M' Cuyler one of the Com" 
came afterwards to me & confirmed M' Colden's rq)ort 
A only desur'd that the agreem^ they had come into should 
be confirmed in Council & entered on the minutes thereof 
This I consented to & called a Council on purpose but was 
exceedingly surprized when M' Cuyler being called into 
the Council room delivered a written paper of a very 
differeit tenor & refused absolutely to comply with what 
he had before consented to. 
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Afterwards pursuant to the Plan of operations I gave 
orders for the marchmg of the Forces from Albany upcHi 
wfaidi I must observe that if I was in my duty fw doing 
so as I think I was and of whidi his Majesty I oonceiye 
is the only Judge then the Com" could not be in their 
Duty in withholding the Provisions without whidi it 
was impossible to put my ordoB in Execution I must 
furth^ observe to you if my orders for mardiing were 
good & to be obeyed whidi I think they were then were 
the Council of War in their Duty in advising & Coll 
Roberts in his Duty in issueing the Warrant set forth in 
your resolves & in like manner was M** Holland in Exe^ 
cuting of that Warrant And as I diff^ in opinicm frt>m 
you on this head I cannot comply with your request to 
order his Majesty's attcnn^ Gen^ to prosecute these 
Gentlemen whom I conceive to have been acting accord- 
ing to their Duty but shall humbly submit the matter 
to his Majesty & to his Ministers & shall punctually 
put in execution the orders I shall receive from them on 
that head. 

Tho in the points submitted to his Majesty I think I 
may rely on the preceeding facts yet if I be ri^tly in- 
formed the contrary to some facts recited in your re- 
solves will i^pear to be true but as these things have 
been transacted since I left Albany & I have not as 3ret 
sufficient information I shall pass th^n ova* at present 
I assure you Genf" that if any Sinister dealing or any im- 
bezlement of the Provisions have beai or shall be I shall 
do my utmost to discover th^n & heartily join with you 
in all rational measures for obtaining Justice to the Prov- 
ince concerning them & in punishing the Dilinquents I 
further assure you that whatever Provisions have been 
or shall be impressed shall be no less liable to be ac- 
counted for to you than if they had remained in the Qmi'* 
hands And therefor I hope that the furtha* Provisions 
you are to furnish may be put into the hands of sudi 
persons as will not render sudi proceeding (as lately 
have been) necessary to obtain than out of their hands 
for the use of the army. 
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Gentlemen there is something in your resolves with 
respect to M' Golden which I know not by what name 
to call it with publick decency to you because I believe 
few of you were sensible of the tendaicy of what you then 
did but for this reason I think my self obliged to say 
something more particuliurly with rec9)ect to him Some- 
time before I set out from this Place for Albany I in 
eoimcil desir'd as many of the Gentlemen of the Council 
as were willing or could go with me to assist in the pub- 
lick afiFairs which were to be transacted th^re & whidi all 
allowed to be of great weight They all at that time 
named M' Golden (who was not th^i present) as a proper 
person for that purpose & all the others declined the 
Service except M' Livingston And tho' M' Golden on his 
return to toim convinced me of the disservice it might be 
of to his private interest I prevail'd on him to go When 
we came to Albany that place was afflicted with a con- 
tageous Distempw of which many dy'd more perhaps in 
proportion to the number of people diuring our residence 
there of near three months on the publick Service than 
paiiaps has happened in this age in North America. Now 
Gentlemen I shall ask you that supposing some slip had 
hi^pen'd in M' Golden's Gonduct while such variety 
of matters came under consideration & incidents which 
disconc»1;ed I believe well laid Schemes for the Service of 
this Country & which I believe were not foreseen by the 
wisest men in it & he for so long a time exposed himself 
to sickness & Death was it not your Duty to have excused 
such slip when it might well be supposed to flow from the 
weakness of human imderstanding & a zeal at the same 
time for the publick Service Common gratitude I think 
in this case requires it But if on the other hand it appear 
as I think it must to all indifferent Judges that M'' Golden 
as to the transaction relating to the Provisions really did 
his Duty A a Duty from which he could not excuse him- 
self what construction shall I put upon your proceedings 
whereby you indeavour to render him odious to the 
people of this Province A every otha* officar who acted 
in obedience to my orders in the prosecution of their Duty 
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But there is something more than all this when I & he are 
considered in our present Stations as I am Governor of 
this Province & he the person on whom the Administra- 
tion devolves which may make the Tendency of these 
resolves deserve your most serious con^deration 



CadwaUader Colden to Oeorge Clarke 
[Copy] 

Nbw Yobk Nov' 26^ 1746 
S' 

I was exceedingly glad wh^i I leam'd from your self 
that you & the Ladies were after all your misfortunes safe 
in London & I hope you have now a full recompence by 
the pleasures you enjoy with your Children & friends 
The affairs of this Gov^ have taken sudi an unexpected 
turn since you left it that I find myself under some diffi- 
culty to give you such an acct of th^n as you desire of me 
You know that I kept my self retired from publick Busi- 
ness since our present Gov" arival When his Majesty's 
orders for the Expedition ag^ Canada came I was sent 
for to Toun I was smprised to find that all the Gov" 
friends had left him & were indeavouring at this critical 
conjuncture to distress him to that degree that his friends 
in England should think it proper to recall him He was 
under a necessity to apply himself to me for advice The 
Station in whidi you know I am made it my Duty more 
eq)ecially at this time when the Success of that Expedi- 
tion mi^t in a great measure depend on the conduct of 
affairs here to assist to the best of my Capacity tho' I 
was sensible enough of the hazard I run from the resent- 
ment of others but I was in hopes to bdiave in such 
manna* as to give them no real cause by showing as 
much as possible a reepectfuU behaviour to them without 
any attempt to gain a personal powa* But as the Gov* 
has extricated himself beyond all their expectations from 
Difficulties which they imagined he could never sur- 
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mount & especially by the unexpected success in his 
Treaty with the Six Nations the resentment seems now 
to be levelled at me & they are desirous again to make 
their Comrt to the Gov' tho in a very odd manner What 
may be the event of all this I know not His Excell^ I 
think remains sensible of the Services I have don him 
but however it be I have the Satisfaction of having acted 
to the best of my understanding in what I thou^t my 
Duty & I do not doubt of your friendship & Justice if in 
any thing personal to me you have an opportunity to be 
usefull Pray S' make my Complements to M" Hyde & 
the Young Ladies your Daughters I shall allwise have 
a particular pleasure in hearing of the Prosperity of your 
family Mine are all well 

To the Hon^i« Qiobob Clabxb Esq 

To the Care of Meas" Samubl d Wiluam 

Bakb Merchants in London 



CadwaUader Colden to Mrs Colden 

My Dear 

Josiah Reeder came this moment between nine & ten 
a dock at night to tell me that he is to go with Hennion 
this night & I have no longer time to write than while he 
stays I have three from you with my Bedding & am glad 
Sandy & Betty are safe home. I am resolv'd to return by 
Bogardus (who will sail about beginning of next week) 
if Ellison's boat do not come doun & Business do not 
oblige me to stay to go by his boat You cannot be more 
desirous of my returning than I am & nothing but some- 
thing which I do not foresee will prevent me from return- 
ing by Ellison's boat at farthest I am as much tired of 
this place as I can be of any thing tho I hope my time 
has been spent to some purpose Tell Sandy that M' 
Moore says he is supplied with flax seed & that it falls by 
reason of the great quantity ten thousand hogshead from 
Philadelphia & five thousand allready from this place I 
am in perfect good health & have nothing to make me un- 
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easy but my absence from you Remember me to my 
Aimt & the Ghildreu I hope to leave the place before 
the Assembly rises w^ I think cannot be in a fortni^t 
yet I am 

Your most afifectionate 
Cadwalladbb Coldbn 
Nov' 28^ 

Munday nij^t 

[Indoraed] 

To 
M" CouAN at 

Ooideofljiaiii6 



From Eleanor Rutherfwrd 

S*' 

I am Sure you must think it very odd I have been soe 
long in acknowledgeing the Honour you did me in write- 
ing me soe long a Letter but the last Opportunity we 
had to York I was very ill of the Cold. 

I was very glad to hear of your being at York that 
you might put a Stop to all the folly that was going on 
there which you have now done effectually you have 
made the Gov^nour make sudi a figure in all his Speedies 
as must make hime admired at Home as well as over all 
this Continent; let me tell you Sir you have a great deU 
to Answer for, for haveing Burned soe long in the Coun- 
try thos Tallents you are soe Happily possest of, if you 
return to your Farm as CoU^ Johnston Says you are talk- 
ing of; it will not be Acting that disinterested Part you 
have don hither to when ever you goe Home things will 
go as they used to doe and youl have the Trouble of com- 
ing back to doe all ova* again: you see my Spirit of 
Prophisy has not left me yet; soe take warning and stay 
where you are lest a worse thing befalls you. 
We are all in great Expecttations just now of news as we 
hear the Mermaid is come to Boston the Captains here 
long much for a Sij^t of thare Commissions and Pay & 
Mr. Ruth, longs much to hare of the theme we had at 
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Parting he says he would give more th^i he Spodc of to 

here of one being tou and he in the G part I beg my 

Compliments to Mrs Golden and the rest of your Fam- 
ily when you write Mr. Ruth: jons with me in his com- 
pliments I am 

Sh- 

Youraff Prd 
Ob. and Humble Ser 
Elianob Ruthbbfubd 
P. S. Albany Dec" 9 1746 
Pray writt us news what can G St. Clare 
be doeing at Cork we are all in the 
Dark here 



CadwaUader Colden to 

[Copy] 

New Yobk DecF 10**^ 1746 
S' 

Tho' I have given you the trouble of two letters by 
the two ships that sail from hence about this time My 
frigid Capl?* Cathwwood Secretary to his Excell^ our 
Governor going in one of them with design to return 
Speedily In hopes that he will take the trouble to deliver 
this with his own hand His Excell^ has been so kind as 
to propose something in my favour to the Duke of New 
Castle of which Capf" Catherwood will inform you & 
I presume on your Friendship if by your acquaintance 
you can be of any use to me in what is proposed or other- 
wise I am 

S' 

Your most obedi^it 
humble Servant 
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Representation to CUnton of seven members of the Coun^ 
cU in reference to Colden's pamphlet on the Treaty 
with the Six Nations 

To his Excellency the honourable George 
Clinton Esq. Captain Generall And Cover- 
nour in Chief of the Province of New York 
And the Taritories thereon Dq)ending in 
Ammca Vice Admirall of the Same and 
Vice Admirall of the Red Squadron of his 
Majestys fleet 
The Humble R^resentation of the Und^written 
Members of his Majestys Council for the Said Prov- 
ince. 
May it Please your Excellency. 

We his Majestys most Dutifull and Loyall Subjects 
the Under?mtten Members of his Majestys Council for 
the Province of New York, beg Leave to Acquaint your 
BxceUenpy, That it is with Real Concern we find Our- 
selves Under the Necessity of Lasting before you Our 
Sentiments in this Manner. 

When We obs^ve the Harmony^ whidi has Subsis- 
ted between the Severall Brandies of the Legislature 
Industriously Attempted to be Interrupted, We should 
look upon Oiu*selvee as Deficient in Our Duty to his 
Majesty, Our Regard for your Excellency, And the peace 
And Wellfare of the Province, And also Wanting in point 
of Justice to Our Selves, Should We Remain Sil^it Upon 
So Urgent an Occasion, 

We Shall therefore State to your Excellency S<Hne 
facts and Make a few Obs^vations and Reflections th^^ 
upon. Such, as do Naturally Arise from them We be- 
gin with a Pamphlet Lately Printed in this City £n- 
tituled ^'a Treaty Between Your Excellency and the Six 
United Indian Nations And other Indian Nations De- 
pending on the Province of New York,'' the Originall of 
Whidi M*^ Colden Confessed in Coundll he had Deliv^ned 
to the Printer with Directions to Print and also Owned 
himself the Author of it 
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We were Greatly Surprized to find therein a Para- 
graph Ck>ntaining a Misrepresentation of facts and an 
Invidious Reflection Levelled at Such of the Members 
of his Majestys Council as did not Attend your Excellency 
to Albany. 

It is Observable from Some Little Instances of Vanily 
IntaBpersed in this p^ormanoe, that M*^ Golden Seems 
to have Calculated it principally with a View to Raise a 
Character, or Some Reputation to himself and to Lessen, 
that of Oth^ra 

But We Shall at this time only Take Notice of What 
is Contained in the Page Number'd 3 as follows. 

''His Excellttipy the Govemour of New York having 
Received his Majesties Commands to Engage the Indian 
Nations depending on his Government to Join in the Ex- 
pedition then Intended Against Canada, And to make 
them the Usuall presents on that Occasion; and being 
Sensible of the Great Use these Nations may be to the 
Success of this Enterprize and likewise of the Difficultys 
that probably might attend his Endeavoiurs at this time 
was Desirous to have had the Assistance of as many of 
the Memb^B of his Majestys Council as the Circum- 
stances of Affairs would permitt, But they all Declined 
to Give their Attandance Except M' Golden and M' 
Livingston, His Excellency was therefore obliged to Act 
with the Smallest Number of Memb^B Which by his 
Majestys Commission Can form a CounciU Vizt three, 
the above Two Gentlemen and Cap* Rutherfurd who was 
then at his Post in Albany." 

We Appeall to your Excellency whether any one upon 
Reading this, would not Naturally Conclude (and 
Whether the Author does not Evidently Design by In- 
sinuation to have his Readers believe) that the Rest of 
the Councill did Refuse that Service out of Di8r^;ard to 
Your Excellency, and without Good Reason, and that Mr 
Cold^ did Voluntarily offer to Give his Attendance As 
weQ as Mr Livingston. 

We b^ Leave to Remind Your Excellency of the real 
truth of the Matter 
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Some time befwe Your Ercellfincys dqMurture for 
Albany, You were pleased to M^ition in Councill that 
You had i^pointed to Meet the Indians there on the 20^ 
of July and Desired to know whidi of the Councill would 
Attend you thither, Wh»eupon there Was Discourse in 
Councill who Should Attend your Excellaicy at that 
tima 

M' Livingston Made No hesitation but Chearfully 
Offered to go, which the Council Approved of, As he has 
Long been one of his Majestys Council, one of the Com- 
missioners And Secretary for Indian AfiEairs And as he 
is a Gentleman who had G^ierally Resided in that Coim- 
ty, and has a large Estate in it, the Councill thou^t that 
his Opinion would be of Considerable Service and could 
not fail of having Great Weight with 3rour ExcellMicy. 

M' Colden So far from Voluntarily offering to Give 
his Attendance, Refused to go, in the Strongest Manner, 
And Amongst ihe Severall Excuses he made, that Whidi 
he Seemed to Lay the Greatest Stress upon Was, that 
the Last time he was up. It Cost him £ 30 But the 
Councill were of opinion that As he had Not Attended 
that Service for Severall years, and as he Resided In the 
next Coimly to Albany, he ought to Take his Turn at 
this Time. 

From hence Your Excellency May perceive that what 
is Insinuated in that pamphlett as to himself. Cannot 
be true 

M' Kennedy and M' Moore (Two others of his Maj- 
estys Councill) were to attend Genarall Goodi, to Al- 
bany Who had Wrote your Excellency that he Sould Set 
Out from Virginia for this place. About the time Your 
Excellency was to Embarge for Albany and therefore Was 
Expected in a few days. 

So that as Matters W^^ Setled Your Excellaicy 
had as Many Members to Attend you at Albany, As had 
heretofore Usually Attended Upon Indian Treatys, and 
as the Circumstances of Affairs would p^rmitt, Aiid had 
M' Gooch Arrived at the Expected time, and those Gen- 
tlemen Attended him to Albany Your ExceUen^r would 
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then have had five of the Councill with you there— And 
th^^ would have been but five Left here to Take Care 
in your Absence of the peace and Safety of this Cily, and 
the Lower parts of the Province Accordmg to Your Ex- 
oell^icys Recommendation in Councill 

There Was Great Reason to Apprehend that these 
Low» parts of the Province were Endangered by the 
Great Draughts of Men Taken from hence, to go upon 
the Expedition, As it was Suspected that the Brest Squad- 
ron Was Intended to pay a Visit in these parts and it 
was Naturall to Suppose that the Enemy would make an 
Attack along the Sea Coast. It therefore became Neces- 
sary for the Councill here to Send Directions for Draw- 
ing in the Steength of the Adjoining Counties to Defend 
this City in Case of an Attadc, to Desire the Assistance 
of our Nei^bours; to forward the Compleating the for- 
tifications in and about this City, to form a plan for the 
Disposition of the City Militia, and to Expedite the New 
Levies to Albany, all Which was Carefully attended to. 
And Shews the Expediency of having a Number of the 
Councill here Especially of Sudi who Constantly Reside 
in this City, to Give Weight and Authority to their Di- 
rections. 

These Sir, are Generall Reasons; besides Whidi, there 
Were Some particular Reasons, whidi the other Mem- 
b^B present had for Detaining them h&:e. 

The Indisposition of the family of M' Chief Justice 
DeLancey It was Well known. Could not admitt of his 
Absence, M*^ Horsmanden had attended Your Excell^ipy 
twice at Indian Treatys; Neither was he at the time in A 
Grood State of health. And Moreover the presence of those 
two Gentlemen, was Required as Judges of the Supream 
Court, which was then Shortly to be held in this City, 
And your Excellency was pleased afterwards upon M' 
Horsmandens Mentioning his Indisposition Readily to 
Excuse him. 

M' Murray by the Engagements his profession Laid 
him Under, was also obliged to Attend the Ensueing 
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Court and he had also Waited upon your Excellency at 
the two Treatys before. 

M' Bayard was Appointed by your Excellencgr one of 
the Commissarys for Building Battoes And furnii^ing 
other Necessarys for the Expedition therefore his Ab- 
sence from hence Could not be Dispensed with. 

M' Courtlandt was not then present, Nor had he 
been for Some Councills before. 

This pamphlett having been published while the 
Council Were Sitting as a part of the Legislature, the 
Councill thought it Necessary to pass a Censure upcm 
it — 'That the aforesaid paragraph Contains a Misrepre- 
sentation of facts and an Invidious Reflection Upon the 
Members of his Majestys Councill who Remained at 
the City of New York during your Excellenqrs Absence 
at the Late Treaty at Albany." 

And as this Pamphlett had been Diq)ersed in print 
the Councill also thought it Equally Necessary to have 
their Censure put in print And Ordered it Accordingly. 

It is with Extream Uneasiness, that in Vindication 
of Ourselves, We are obliged to Take Notice of this 
pamphlett And We cannot omit observing that M"^ Coldai 
had Delivered it to the Printer with Directions to Print 
it, a Considerable time before Your Excellencys propo- 
sitions to the Indians And their Answers were Delivered 
in to the Clerk of the Councill Which Caiinot be thou^t 
a Decent Treatment of his Majestys Councill of the 
Province. 

Prom hence your Excellency may Perceive the Coun- 
cills Moderation in the Censure they have Passed Some 
days ait&t your Excellency Returned hither You W&re 
pleased to Say in Councill that the Minutes of the pro- 
ceedings at Albany Should be Laid before the Councill 
here. But that your Excellencys Secretary had be^i In- 
disposed, and had not had time to Draw them out, Mr. 
Colden soon after came down, and We Cannot but Im- 
pute it to his Advice, that those proceedings Were not 
Laid before the Councill According to your Excellencys 
Declaration. 
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Sometime afterwards Your Excellency (being Indis- 
posed) Sent a Message to the Councill in Writing Dated 
the 18**^ of October in the following Words Viz* '*the Com- 
missioners for Delivering the provisions at Albany having 
Refused to Deliver provisions, otherwise than Accord- 
ing to the Words of the Act of Assembly to Every Cap- 
tain, and at Albany, it became Impracticable for Colonell 
Robots to put the orders in Execution Whidi I left with 
him and upon this I must observe to you, that if Hie pro- 
visions for the Army be put into persons hands Indepen- 
dant of the Generall And Commanding officer, all his De- 
signs may at any time be frustrated And his Authwity 
and Command become Ineffectual, I therefore Desire 
Your Advice On this head and Likewise on the particu- 
lars of Which Colonell Roberts, and Whether it be not 
proper And Necessary to Establish Coiut Martialls for the 
punishment of Mutiny and Desertions &o The Councill 
having Mett Immediately thereupon Went into a Com- 
mittee, and it being objected, that as Some part of the 
Message, upon which their Advice Was Desired, Related 
to the Transactions at Albany Which had not been Com- 
municated the Committee Could not proceed upon the 
Consideration of that part of the Message, for Want of 
the Materials Necessary for their Information, Mr. 
Colden Replied: ''Put that Down as a Reason, but I do 
not know that it is usuall Or that the Councill here have 
a Rig}it to See them for We at Albany were as Much a 
Councill as you but" put that Down as a Reason, and 
Yet your Excellency may Remember that When a Repwt 
Was afterwards made, and this Was assigned as a Reason 
Why the Committe Could not Give their Advice M' 
Colden Objected to Hi&i part of the Report (this was 
On the Saturday) On the Monday following the Consid- 
eration of this Message was Resumed when the same ob- 
jection being made and M"^ Colden (the only CounsellcHr 
present who had Advised your Excellency at Albany) 
being asked, why the Orders Left by your Excellencgr with 
Colonell RobaiB Mentioned in the Said Me8sa4i:e of Ref- 
erence ware not Laid before the Councill'' he said, he did 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 THE CX)LDEN PAPER&-174a-17l7 

not know whether the" C!ouncill had a Right to see than 
or not; And being Asked whether he had se«i theoi, 
he Replyed he did not think he was obliged to Answar 
that Question, However the Committe being Desirous 
to Answer your Excellencys Message, so far as they oould 
from the faint Light Afforded them, they on the 2V^ of 
October Made the following Report, ''In obedioice to 
your Excellency Message to us of the 18^ Instant, the 
C!ommitte having duly Weired and Consido:^ of the 
Same, beg Leave to Report thereon 

''First, That the Commissioners at Albany Could 
Not be Warranted in Delivering the provisions in thdr 
possession, otherwise, that acocnxling to the Act of the 
Legislature, And the Committe are of opinion, that if 
there be any Defect in the Act the Same Should be 
pointed Out to the Generall Assembly that they may con- 
sider of it, in order to have it Rectified, 

"2*^ With Req)ect to the Bounty Money and Blan- 
ketts, we find the same by the Act for the Encourageing 
Volimtiers to Inlist is to be Given to all Such as Shall 
Inlist and not to the first Twelve hundred Only, and We 
Conceive that Two Thousand four hundred pounds and 
No More, having been Lodged in the Commissioners 
hands at Albany, was done upon a Supposition that No" 
More than Twelve himdred Men would be brought to the 
place of Rendevouz And We make No Question, but 
that the Assembly Will make good the Additionall Boun- 
ty to the other 100 Men (Mentioned in M*^ Roberts Let- 
ter to be Unprovided for) when they are Apinized of it 

"Thirdly that As your Excellwcy has Not been 
pleased to Communicate to the Members of his Majes- 
ties Coimcill in this place, the Transactions Which have 
passed at Albany, and which has been usually done here- 
tofore, the Committee humbly Conceives that they are 
not Enabled to Give your Excellency their Advice on 
the other particulars of M** Roberts Letta* for Want of 
Sufficient Matmalls for their Information however, they 
Cannot but think that a Winter Camp in that NorUiem 
Coimtry May probably Endanger the Lives of Many of 
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the Soldiers, more Eq>ecially aa the Small pox is got 
Among Some of them And Many more have not yet 
had it, And thereby be of Great Prejudice to his Majestys 
Sendee in Case the Expedition Against Canada Should 
be Carried on next Year. 

"4thiy jjj^ Conunitte are of opinion that to prevent the 
frequent Desertions of the Men, it may be proper for yow 
Excellency to Hold Courts Martiall, if yoiu* Excellency be 
Empowered So to do According to the Act of parliament 
for pimishing Mutiny and Desertion, But We Cannot 
Give Any farther opinion On this head, Untill yoiu* Ex- 
cellency Shall have been pleased to Lay before us, the 
Powers you have Received from his Majesty in Relation 
to this particular 

Upon Reading this Report to yoiu* Excellency in 
Council M'' Colden aft^ Making some objections to the 
third paragraph, proposed the Report Should be Recon- 
sid^ed and Said 'That all the proceedings at Albany 
Should be Laid before the Committee in Order to Enable 
them to form a Ri^t Judgm^it Upon them." Where- 
upon the Councill (in Expectation that What he Under- 
took in your Excellencys presence And hearing would 
have been preformed) Readily Agreed the Report Should 
be Referred back And Although the Rough heads of the 
Minutes Taken at Albahy Referring to the principall 
papers were Delivered into the hands of the Clerke Yet 
as the principall papers themselves (without Which it 
was Lnpossible to form a Judgment) Were not De- 
livered (nor have th^ to this time been Laid before 
the Committe) they have Not been Enabled to Give 
any further Opinion. 

Is not. Sir, this Conduct of M' Coldens very Surpris- 
ing, What Reflections must this Natiutdly Excite in the 
Minds of the Rest of his Majestys Coimdll 

We beg Leave also to Mention to your Excellency 
Some few Instances Wherein we Conceive your Excel- 
lency has not been well Advised. 

The Manner in which your Excellencjrs Speech of the 
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17^ of October Last was Delivered Viz' by M*^ Golden to 
the Coundll And by the Speaks to the Assembly. 

Your Excellenoys Recommending a perfect Harmony 
between the Severall Branches of the L^^slature with this 
Observation. "That Diflferences often Arise from Im- 
aginary Evills and the Weakness of Human Nature is 
Such, that Mankind are Seldon free from Real Causes 
of Mistrust, But these Likewise Are often Aggravated 
by the private Views of artful! And Designing Men," 
When We may Safely affirm that there never was a 
Greater Harmony Subsisting betweai the Severall 
Branches of the Legislature that when Your ExcellenQr 
made your Pathetick Speech to the Council and Assem- 
bly on the 6^ of June Last Concerning the Int^ided Ex- 
pedition, Which Will appear by Reviewing wid Con- 
sidering Your Excellencys Said Speech wherein You Say, 
''I am p^ectly Satisfied that it is Needless for me to 
Recommend the Cultivating an Union And Harmony 
Amongst You, upon a Subject So Agreable to all your 
Liclinations." 

The Zeal and Chearfullness Expressed in the Ad- 
dresses of the Coundll And Assembly to your Excellai<7 
thereupon And yoiu* Excellencys Answers tha:'eto, all of 
the Same day ^d by the Resolutions and Steps imme- 
diately after And before M** Colden Came down, who 
During those Transactions was Attending his ordinary 
Domestick affairs in the Coimtry. 

How this Good Understanding Came to be Inter- 
rupted And by what means in so Short a time as from 
the 6tli of Jime to the 17th of October, Yoiu* ExoeUenpy 
was So far Induced to Change Your Sentiments, As to 
Imagine there Were Differences Subsisting between the 
Severall Branches of the Legislature, We Cannot Ao- 
coimt for. 

We know not of any ^'Differences Arising from Imag- 
inary Evills" And We beg Leave to Assure Your Excel- 
lency that We are not of the Nmnber of "Artful And 
Designing Men who by private Views Aggravate Real 
Causes of Mistrust." 
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And here in Justice to the Province We think Our 
Selves Obliged to Take Notice, that they have been at 
a Greater Expence towards this Expedition than Any 
other of the Governments to the Westward of us, and 
that the Charge of finding the Troops Raised in this 
Province with provisions is McHre, than that of New 
Jersey, Pensilvania, Maryland and Virginia Altogeth^, 
And though your Excellency Was not advised to Recom- 
mwd by your Last Speech to the Assembly, the Sup- 
port of Government for the Current Year, nor the Mak- 
ing further provision for Victualling the New Levies 
(which Latter Considering the Season of the year was 
Absolutely Necessary to be done Immediately) how- 
ever notwithstanding that omission the Assembly Read- 
ily Voted it and passed also the Bill for the Support of 
Govemm^it. 

On the Twenty third of October your Excellency Sent 
a Message to the Assembly, upon which and yoiu* Ex- 
cellencys Speedi, the Assembly made a Representation 
Which was Delivered by yoiu* Excellencys appointment 
on the 6"* of November to which yoiu* Excellency gave 
An Answer on the 10^ of the Same Month 

On the 8"* of November the Assembly upon the Let- 
ters of Mes^ Tenbrook And Cuyler and the Examina- 
tion of the Said Cuyler Came to Severall Resolutions 
CJommimicated to your Excellency Li Answer to which. 
Your Excellency Sent a Message to the house on the 24**" 
of November 

The 26^ of November the house Came to Some other 
Resolutions And your Excellency on the 28^ Sent them 
a Message as an Answer 

These things we Gather from the Printed Votes and 
proceedings of the Assembly and Were Transacted With- 
out yow Excellencys ever asking the Councill their Ad- 
vice and opinion upon them, all the observation that We 
shall make upon them is that We Impute them to the 
Advice and Influence of Mr Colden, and perhaps had 
your Excellency been pleased to have Consulted his 
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Majesties C!ounciIl of the Provinoe, Matters Mij^t not 
have been Carried to So great Lengths. 

Yoiu* Excellency did not Consult with the CoundU 
As to the Late prorogation and We cannot Recollect any 
Instance Wherein that Step has been Omitted, Neither 
did your Excellency Enquire of the Councill the Reaaons 
Which Induced them to pass the two Bills which your 
Excellency was pleased to Reject, the one Entituled ''and 
Act for appointing Commissioners to Take, Krflinine 
And State the Publick Accoimts of the Colony from the 
year 1713"— the other Entitiled ''An Act for the More 
Effectuall Cancelling the Bills of Credit of this Colony'' 
to the former of Which M' Colden made Some objecticm 
Which the Rest of the Council did not think Materiall 
And to the Latter there was no objection at all that we 
know, or have heard of Both Whidi Bills We Conceive 
were of publick Utility. 

Your Excellency did not think propar to Communi- 
cate to the Coundll (we are at a loss for what Rear 
son) the Minutes of Indian ASairs before the Com- 
missioners at Albany Giving an Account of Haidrick, 
the Indians Transactions in Canada Which is thing of 
Importance and propar to be known by the Councill, and 
Which We are Informed, had been sent to your Ehccel- 
lency by Express 

These Instances Which We have but barely TouAed 
upon (Among many othars We Chuse to Omitt) Can- 
not be Consida*ed otherwise than As Slights upon the 
Councill All Which We apprehend We have Reason to 
Impute to the Advice and Influence of M*^ Colden and We 
Take the Liberty to agree in opinion with yoiu* Exod- 
lency, that from the time you have been pleased to Rely 
Solely upon his Advice yoiu* Excellency "has Gone thro 
more Difficult}rs And has had Less Ascdstance than (We 
believe) any Govemour of New York before you'' 

Mr Colden has Told the World in Print of his being 
the Next person to your Excellency in the Administra- 
tion We shall Not Make Any Reflections on this Cir- 
cumstance But Leave your Excellency to Consider, 
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Whether it may Not be his Interest to Embroil your Ex- 
oellencys ASairs And Distract your Administration, the 
Consequence of Which may be his getting the Reins of 
Government into his own hands. And here perhaps Your 
Excellency May find that, Which Was Intended As a 
Reflection Upon others One of those "Artfull and De- 
signing Men who have" private Views 

We Must Take the Libeacty to Remind Yoiu* Excel- 
lency that We, as yet, have the honoiu* to be of his 
Majestys Coundll for this Province, and as Such Ought 
to be Consulted, And We do assure Yoiu* Excellency 
that We are Not Conscious we have been, Nor shall We 
On Any occasion be Wanting in Our Duty to his Majesty 
in any point. Nor in Giving his Govemour here, the best 
advice and all the assistance in Oiu* power to Make his 
Administration Eai^ And We think We Cannot Dis- 
charge that Duty More Eflfectually, that We now do 
(Constarained by the present Scituation of A£fairs) by 
humbly Laying before Your Excellency Our Sentiments 
in this Manner, Which we Earnestly Entreat yoiu* Excel- 
lenqr Cahnly, and Seriously to Consider. 
We are 
Sir 

Your Excell^ic}rs 
Most obedient Hiunble Servants 
Ph Livingston 
Jambs DbLangst 
Philup Cortlandt 
Dan Hobsmandbn 

Jos. MXTBRAY 

John Moobb 
Stbphbn Bayabd. 

City of New York 

16 December 1746 
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Memorandum in Colden's Handwriting 

It may be necessary to take notice of a Publication 
made by the Comicil in a common Newspaper call'd the 
New York Postboy of the 8*** of December 1746 I re- 
member that day M' Coldai being with me about ^e 
time of day the Council was to meet told me that he 
would then go to Coimcil because for some time before 
80 few attended that it was with difficulty a suffici»t 
number could be made up to do Business & that he was 
desirous as much as possible to avoid giving any occa- 
sion of their blaming him Since this publication was 
made he tells me that he was surprised upon his coming 
into the Council room to see every member present 
which he thinks could not have happened at that time had 
there not been a previous application to them separately 
He further tells me tliat M' Chief Justice did as set 
forth produce ^e printed paper called a Treaty &c & 
moved that the printer should be sent for in order to 
know who had giv^i him the Copy On whidi M' Colden 
answered that it was needless to take that trouble for 
he had giv'n ^e Copy M' Chief Justice further insisted 
to know whether M' Cold^ had ordered it to be printed 
The whole of this proceeding have been a sunrise cm M' 
Colden & his seeing most of ^e Council prepared three 
Lawyers Present & two of them Judges & all these three 
prepared with formed speedies he hesitated a litle in 
answering to that Question but in less than half a min- 
ute own'd that he had desir'd the printer to publish it 
Then M' Horsmand^i mov'd that the paragraph read by 
the Chief Justice should be censured as an invideous 
Maliceous & false representation of Facts Ui)on whidi 
M' Colden observed that the Word Declining mi^t be 
with a lawfuU excuse as well as without it & thought th^ 
would not dispute the matter of Fact To which M' 
Horsmanden answered it was a Sophistical way of argue- 
ing A was going on Warmly whai M' Colden desir'd him 
to have regard to the Decency of proceedings in the Coun- 
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dl & tlie regard that was due to him while he had the 
honour to be in the CSiaii; And further told them that 
if they took any thing amiss in this publication it would 
be more propar to take notice of it when they acted as a 
privy Coundl than in this place where the Council acted 
only as a part of the Legislature Upon which Mr Chief 
Justice dropping M' Horsmanden's Motion Mov'd to 
have that paragraph censured as an invideous misrepre- 
sentation On which M*^ Coldai said he believ'd this para- 
graph could be dear'd from the Envy that th^ charged 
on him but that he did not say the words set forth in 
the publication how that he had no intention to reflect 
they insisted cm having the Question put & it was 
accordingly carried So far I am informed by M' Colden 
I shall only observe that as it seems to me the publica- 
tion of this without any manner of application to me 
plainly shows the Spirit by which they intend to Act 
vis By moving up a popular Faction Otherwise if any 
of the Council had been guilty of uiy misdemeanour of 
this kind where I must know Hie truth it would have 
[been] pn^r to have apply'd to me for redress which in 
this case they have in no manner don Applications to the 
People from the House of Representatives has some 
colour of excuse but when the Ck>uncil endeavour to set 
up a popular power & neglect any application in the 
proper way & make themselves both parties & Judges 
it seems to have a Tendency destructive of all good 
Govemmwt This with several other Instances to be 
given of the late proceedings of the Council & Assembly 
of this Province I think evidently show how necessary 
it is to curb this q)irit otherwise I know not to what 
lenths it may go It will plainly appear from several 
instances that tha^ is an indeavour in a Faction to run 
M*^ Colden doun & they may think that if they can 
succeed in this considering his Station all others will be 
under dread to oppose them But notwithstanding of 
all their endeavours to move the people in their favor I 
have reason to believe that th^ no way succeed in that 
point but the contrary 
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From (Governor Qeorge Clinton 

New York 17 Decf 1746 
Sir 

Since You left me I have reoeiv'd a Letter from the 
Lords of Trade with Bome Qu^ya for me to Answer, 
part of which I am unacquainted with; but as your 
long Expmence h^:ie, may enable You to give Answers 
to them I've enclosed them for that end, exciting that 
of the Acts w^ IVe dcme, and have (Mtier'd the Number 
of Inhabitants to be made out some time ago. 

I have advices from Gov' Shirl^ that the New 
England Troops are ab^ mardiing towards the Fron- 
tiers of the Province for the Reduction of Crown pointy 
unless the small pox &o prevents them, w^ I have ac- 
quainted Gov' Shirley stil prevails among oiu* Troops 
I hope You gott safe Home and am 
no time is limited for tliese You will receive from M^ 
operations nor no Plan sent Nicols a Copy of a repre- 
me sentation delivered me last 

Tuesday by y* Council 
which is to be laid before 
his Grace of Newcastle and 
I very readerly jojmed in the thing & told them it was 
what I approved off, y^ I have no occasion to make any 
answer to it, I have made some proper remarks on it, v^ry 
busey time for Catherwood goes away to morrow morn- 
ing. 

M" Clinton joyns with me desiring y* Compliments of 
the Season to you M" Colden & Family & do assure you 
I am with great Scincerity 

Su- 

Your f aithfull humble 
Servant 

G: Clinton 
N. York 22* 1^ 
Caowau<adib Coij>bn Esq. 
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GENERAL QUERIES from the 
Board of Trade to the Hon^ George 
Clinton Esq' Govanor of New 
York, for his answer thereunto as 
soon as conveniently may be 

1 What is the Situation of the Province under your 
Government; the Nature of the Country Soil and 
Climate, the Latitudes and Longitudes of the most 
considerable Places in it, or the neighbouring French 
or Spanish Settlements? Have those Latitudes & 
Lcmgitudes being settled by good observation, or 
only by common Computations & from whence are 
tlie Longitude^ computed? 

2 What are the reputed Boimdaries, and are any Parts 
thereof disputed, what Parts, & by whom? 

3 What is the Constitution of the Government? 

4"* What is the Trade of the Province, the Number of 
Shipping their Tonnage, & the Number of seafaring 
Men, with the req>ective In^ease or Diminution 
within ten years past? 

5 What Quantity & sorts of Britii^ Manufactures do 
the Inhabitants annually take from hence? 

6 What Trade has the Province under your Govern- 
ment, with Miy foreign Plantations or any Part of 
Europe, besides Great Britain? How is that Trade 
carried on What Commodities do the People under 
your Government Sent to, or receive from foreign 
Plantations 

7 What Methods are thero used to prevent illegal 
Trade, and are the same effectual? 

8 What is the Natural Produce of the Coimtry, Staple 
Commodities & Manufactures and what Value there- 
of in Staling money may you annually export? 

9 What Mines are tiiere? 

10 What is the Number of Inhabitants Whites & 
Blacks? 

11 Are the Inhabitants increased or decreased within 
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the late ten y^tiB how much and for what Reasons 

12 What is the Number of the Militia? 

13 What Forts and Places of Defence are there within 
yoiu: Government? and in what Condition? 

14^ What Number of Indians have you & how are th^ 
inclined. 

15 What is the Strength of the Nei^bouring Indians 

16 What is the Strength of your Neighbouring Euro- 
peanS; French or Spaniards 

17 What ££fect have the French or Spanish Settle- 
ments on the Continent of America upon His 
Majestys Plantations eq)ecially on yoiu* Province 

18 What is the Revenue arising within yoiu* Govern- 
ment, & how is it appropriated 

19 What are the Ordinary & Extraordinary Expences 
of your Government 

20 What are the Establishments Civil & Military with- 
in yoiu* Government and by what Authority do the 
officers hold their Places 

It is desired that an Annual Return may be made of 
these Queries^ that the Board may from time to time be 
apprized of any Alterations that may happen in the 
Circumstances of your Government. 



From Archibald Kennedy 

22* Dec^ 1746. 
Dear Sir 

So soon as I heard of the representation, which was 
not till after they had been with the Gov*, I desired M' 
Catherwood that our frind mi^t have the peruseal of 
it, who thought the best way woud be for the Gov* at 
present to take no notice of it either to them, or at home^ 
at least till he had your observations upon it, which it is 
possible may still reach M"* Catherwood, Waddel being 
at a loss for hands. He thinks it one of their best per- 
formances^ designed chiefly to prevent the consequences 
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of His Excelly" resentment at home. We have had but 
one Council since you left us^ upon an express from G. 
Shirley desireing conveniencys may be made at Sarah- 
toga for their troops who were ready to March, and to 
know how to preserve them from the smal pox. What 
other newes there is you will have in the papers^ so that 
I have only to add that w^ our compliments to the fam- 
ily, I am Dear Doctor 

Your very humble Servant 

Arch^ Kennedy 
This thing is not to be printed 
where it was hatched you may 
guess^ but it was licked into 
Shape at the Cart & horse where I 
hear they had many meetings. 

[Indoned] 

To 
Cadwalladb Couxen 
Esq 



CadwaUader Colden to [John Rutherfurdt] 
[Copy Undated] 

Having this Opportunity by my son CadwaUader I 
can write more freely to you than I thought prudent to 
do by the common conveyances. You must perceive from 
the publick papers that the Opposition continues as vio- 
let as ever but I believe they have been exceedingly 
disapointed in two material points One is in the Gov- 
ernors Steadiness to his first resolutions & measure the 
other in Admiral Waren's neglect of them None hav- 
ing so much as a letter from him & I am informed that 
in case there had been any occasion for it he would 
have appeared in Vindication of my Charactar. Tha^e 
are no publick letters from any of tiie Ministry but the 
Governors friwds assure him that he will receive In- 
structions that will make him entirely eai^. His Excell^ 
fleems to be well pleas'd with Capf" Wraxall and Capt"* 
Campbell I have don all in my power to make him so 
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& I hope you will be pleas'd with -his behaviour towards 
you & I must intreat you to advise him freely A pass 
over some oddities which scmie times perhaps you may 
observe M" Rutherfurd tells me that you are desiroos 
to be at New York I have reason to think it will 
not be refused you if you desire it because I have 
mentioned it to the Governor Your being at New York 
will give me a great deal of pleasure because I believe I 
must return to New York when the Gov** returns from 
Albany & it will of great advantage to me to have 
yoiu* assistance My son is appointed Commissary of 
the Musters for the New Levies I must b^ that 
you will assist him with 3rour friendly advice he 
goes full of the hopes of it as he will stand much in 
need of it by his being litle acquainted with the world 
In one lett^ which I received from London any Expe- 
dition agt Canada was thou^t to be laid aside at this 
time for this reason that the making conquests abroad 
can be of litle use while the French remain superior in 
Eiurope because in such case they will make what t^ms 
of Peace they shall think proper but that it was hoped 
the case would altar this summer & then if the Allies 
gain the Superiority in Flanders we may hope to re- 
tain what ever conquests can afterwards be made in 
America in the mean time it was thought proper to 
make an attempt on Crown point or on Oniagara 



Address to The Freeholders & Freemen of the Cities & 
Counties of the Province of New York On Occasion of 
the ensuing Elections for Represaitatives in General 
Assembly by 

A Freeholder in the 
same Province 

[In hanchmting of Cadwallader Golden] 

It is with much grief that I have seen the publick dee- 
sensions whidi have subsisted so long in the province ot 
New York at this time of greatest danger from two the 
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most dreadful! Ennemies this Country can have viz. the 
Frendi & Indians The Frendi the powerful! ennemies 
of the common Liberty of Europe & the Indians by 
whose barbarous cruelty a considerable part of this Prov- 
ince has been laid waste many of the inhabitants have 
lost their lives in the most inhuman manner & others 
carried into captivity among savages whilest the Peo- 
ple of this Province were threatned with & exposed to 
sadi Calamities every unpartial looker on & observer 
wished that our Representatives in Assembly & had 
rather exerted their Bowels and compassion for the suf- 
ferings of the innocent than to have their whole thoughts 
& all their passions employed in Dissentions & conten- 
tion with their Governor. This I must confess made me 
hear of the dissolution of the last assembly with some 
kind of pleasure in hopes that tliereby an end may be 
put to those most unreasonable contentions in this time 
of danger That thereby the heats & passions whidi 
have too long prevailed might have some time to cool & 
subside 

But alas I was sorry to find by a publication in the 
News papers that a finn resolution se^n'd to be taken 
to continue th^n in the next assembly The late represen- 
tatives of the City of New York & who are known to 
have had tlie diief influence in our party disputes like 
true Game Cocks are no sooner with drawn from the 
Battle but they Clap their Wings & Crow We are ready 
to enter the field of battle again with whomever dare to 
diq)ute with us 

I am much more pleas'd with the sense of Modesty 
which still remains in a neighbouring colony where it is 
said nothing can so efifectually defeat any ambitious views 
of this kind as tor any man thus audaciously to set him- 
sdf up. The true roman virtue was allmost totally ex- 
tinguished before their great or rich men went about to 
court the common people for their votes The Romaic 
people had lost all those generous & noble Sentiments of 
honoiu* & Liberty before the lower rank of them be came 
so low & weak as to take it as favoiu* to be call'd by their 
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names by tlieir rich men A to be shook by the hand and 
They were become slaves in their minds before they could 
sell tlieir Liberty to the hi^est bidder To the man 
that would fill tlieir Bellies with wine & good dieer or 
their hands with silver But as I hope we in this oountry 
are far from being in such state I think that I may 
freely address myself to my CJountry men of the Prov- 
ince of New YcHrk to think for themselves & not to 
suffer themselves to be deluded with any pretences how- 
ever fair & taking of either of the contending parties 

In examining the pretences of either side I can- 
not enter into the secrets of their hearts or pretend to be 
in the secrets of their mwe hidd^i views I can only 
judge of what either side has thought fit to declare to the 
world and as both sides have submitted what they have 
publii^ed as the tests by which the people of tliis Prov- 
ince are to Judge of th^n neither of them I hope will 
take it amiss that I make some reflections on what they 
themselves have given us for the foundation of our 
Judgement of their conduct 

In the first place I shall begin with what the Gov' 
has said & keep to such part of it as so far as I know has 
not been denyed by his adversaries & lot that reason I 
think must be admitted for truth. 

The Gov' sa}rs that he has risqued the whale of his 
Estate in drawing Bills for the paymrat of the forces 
at Albany after the Assembly had refused to advance 
money for that purpose & wh^i not only the fVcmtierB 
were indanger of being exposed to the ennemy by the 
forces posted there des^ing but when th^ likewise 
threatned to mutiny & to take their pay by plundering 
of the Coimtry The dangers that we but more especially 
the farmers in the nortliem parts of the Ck)untry were 
in seem to have been no otherwise consider'd by our 
representatives than that the Frontiers may be deserted 
the C!ountry may be plimd^d The County of Albany 
may be destroyed & the inhabitants murder'd if the Gov- 
ernor will not assist them at the risque of his private 
fortune From all that I can observe in the publidc pa- 
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I>er8 our representatives declare that they will have no 
oiher regard to them Can any opposition be carried to 
a more dangerous heighth than tiiis has been Is it in 
Order to make this want of compassion pass the more 
easily among the people that they boldly asserted that 
the Gov' had orders to pay these troops but that he re- 
fused it He deny'd that he had such orders They never 
could dbow any orders that he had & no man of commcm 
sense can imagine that the Gov*^ durst have refused to 
pay if he had received orders for that purpose nor can 
any reason be assigned why he dbould refuse And now 
lately by the Demand that the King has made on all the 
northern colonies it is out of Question that the Gov' had 
no orders to make the payments which he has made & 
consequently that they are made at the risque of his own 
fortune. Notwithstanding of this the assembly remains 
obstinate let the consequences be as mischievous as can 
be imagined to their fellow subjects they are resolv'd no 
way to prevent them. I can see nothing from the pub- 
lick papers to put this in a better light I think then 
that this condescension of the Gov' dbews that he is at 
least a compassionate man when he would rather risque 
his whole fortime than expose the lives & Estates of the 
Inhabitants of this Province even after their representa- 
tives by their conduct seem to disregard them And this 
compassion in the Gov' one would think mi^t deserve 
thai^ at least but so far from this that this generous 
Action has had no return but scurrilous & obusive lan^^ 
guage. I wish some person were able to reconcile this 
with common candour for I can observe nothing in the 
assemb Vs publications that can clear them on this head 
Some people perhaps may be perswaded to hope that by 
this obstinacy in the Assembly the Province at least haa 
saved so muc^ money If they thought that their prevail- 
ing on the Gov' could have this good effect one would 
think that it dbould likewise draw at least good words 
from them after th^ had prevail'd on him But I am 
affray^ it may not have this effect Periiaps this Prov- 
ince may be forced to pay this money with Interest & 
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their ungrateful! & undutyfull behaviour to the King in 
the Character of his Govemour be one reason why th^ 
may not be consid^d so graciously as otherwise they 
mi^t hope to be If this dbould happai to be the case 
we who have been most averse from these dissensions A 
contentions may suffer equally if not more than they who 
are most guilty 

In the next place the Gov^ has told us That in the 
Fall of the year 1746 he designed to have o^cted some 
kind of Fortification at the cairying place whidi leads to- 
wards Crown point & to have lodged about 500 men there 
but that by the assembly's ccnnmissioners withholding the 
Provisions & other obstructions he was forced to take iq> 
with the Fort at Sarahtoga He w,ys that if he had been 
at liberty to prosecute his Designs at the Carrying plaw 
the Country would have been much better defaided than 
otherwise it was in his power to do That in that case 
with the assistance of the New England forces whidi were 
offa^d for that purpose Crown pdnt mig^t have been 
attacked in the Winter Season or early in the Sirring with 
the greatest probability of Success when the Pec^le of 
Canada could not send relief to it Great part of last 
summer past ov^ in the estpectation of orders fitun 
Court aftar the season of the year was so far advanced 
that nothing could be expected from thence the Gov' 
with the Assistance of the Coundl of this Province ccm- 
certed a plan for attacking Crown Point in conjimction 
with new England & made an estimate of the diarge of 
the whole expedition over & above what the Gov' was 
willing to undertake at the diarge of the Crown Hie 
whole of this Estimate the charge of whidi was to be bom 
by the Colonies of Massachusets bay Connecticut & this 
jointly amounted to no more than 14000 pounds a small 
part of the whole charge that must have attoided this 
enterprise yet the assembly refused to come into any part 
of this charge unless the whole plan were communicated 
to them. This demand I believe will appear only an 
evasive denyall to all considerate men who shall con- 
sider that no plan of Military Operations ev^ was corn- 
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municated to Parliament nor ev^ was desir'd to be com- 
municated to them by either house of Parliament & in 
the present case that in a few hours after the plan had 
been thus communicated it must become part of the 
common conversation of the people of New York & that 
in a few days after it must become part of the common 
conversation at Albany & from thence it could not take 
above a week to be the common conversation in Canada 
Could the greatest friends to the French desire a more 
eflfectual method to defeat any design against them 

Aftar this the Colonies of Massachusets Bay & Con- 
necticut sent Commissions^ to New York to concert 
measures with us for our mutual defence & annoyance 
of the ennemy A accordingly Artidee of Agreement were 
entar'd into for that purpose which receiv'd the assem- 
bly's approbation. Before I go on further I must observe 
that these Articles were in Substance the same whidi 
the Gov^ (as he tells us) had concerted at Albany with 
the members of the Council of this province & the 
Comss" from Boston who attended him there & which 
the assembly had formerly endeavoured to expose in a 
bad li|^t but now they approve of. But for what pur- 
pose this approbation was now given I doubt will not be 
easy to say aftar it has been observ'd tho' the assembly 
sat many weeks after this approbation without any kind 
of Interruption not one step was taken by them towards 
carrying this agreement into execution Whey they were 
going on mattars foreign to this grand affair of our 
mutual defence & of small importance of thanselves the 
Gov indeavour^d to fix their attention to what imme- 
diately concerned the safety of the People they represent 
telling them that they may have time enough to con- 
sider these matters of less consequence aftar they had 
don what was incumbent on them to preserve the lives 
& estates of the inhabitants from the incursions of a 
erud, & merciless ennemy What an allarm was sounded 
on the receipt of this Message as if the Gov^ by this one 
message had indeavour'd to deprive the People of this 
Province of all their ri^ts & Privileges I must own 
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that this rediculous faroe (as the Gov' I think prop^ly 
enough calls it) served more than any thing to open my 
eyes & to let me see that these men who abeolutdy 
ruled in the Assembly had in no sense the good of this 
Province before their eyes That they had nothing so 
mudi at heart as to find out methods to lessen the Peo- 
ples esteem of their Gov*^ & that he had too good grounds 
to charge them with Malice & resentment & that their 
whole conduct was guided by those Passions otherwise 
no man of the least candour or who had the least ^aik 
of honour I must think could have endeavoured to put an 
action not only innocent of it self but truely usef uU on so 
horrid a lig^t 

The Forces rais'd on the expedition intended against 
Canada being now to be disbanded the Gov' inf orm'd the 
Assembly how any number of those posted at Albany 
might be retained for the defence of the Frontiers. Tho' 
any man may easily conceive that the Gov' had better 
means of being well inform'd of the DiqK>sition & incli- 
nation of both officeiB & men than it was possible the 
Assembly could be yet they would not pay any regard 
to his proposal & went on a Method of tlieir own whidi 
on a fair calculation as the Governor assures us must 
put the Province to 4000 pounds more expence than the 
method proposed by the Gov' & whidi they do not deny 
Their method has proved ineffectual whereas the Gov" 
method he was well assured could not have fail'd 

While the assembly was thus delatory & changeing 
their measures the Gov' thought it his Duty to take all 
the care in his power of the lives & estates of the inhabi- 
tants daily exposed to a cruel & merciless ennemy And 
as he could not long^ depend on any number of the New 
levies at Albany he thought it incumbent on him to put 
tlie Militia in the best posture for the defence of the 
Province on all events And so far as I have been able to 
judge no man in his sober seises can blame the Gov' 
in any part of his conduct on this occasion yet the (I can- 
not avoid calling it) perveroe humour of the assembly 
at this time did not only occasion disobedience to these 
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orders by the resolves whidi tiiey published but it is 
likewise well known that several of their members went 
privately about to instigate the passions of the lowest 
rank of people to the most wicked purposes. 

When this notorious desobedience was told in a neigh- 
bouring Colony to a person of distinction tiiere & who 
is well known to be no friend to despotic principles he 
Openly exdaim'd that he did not imagine tiiete had been 
any such disloyal subjects in Ammca [On this occasion 
I cannot forb^ mentioning a piece of Insolence tiiat I 
am afiFray'd cannot be believe'd in any other part of the 
world yet it has been told me by such persons that I 
cannot doubt of having it sufficiently attested if it Should 
be disputed. As the Companies of Militia were mardiing 
past liie Gov"^ house towards the conmions he stood in 
the window with his youngest daughter a child As one 
of the companies passed at the head of which an assembly 
man marched a fellow in one of the ranks tum'd round 
on his heel faced the window took his gun from his shoul- 
der presented it towards the Window & fired On which 
occasion the Captain was observed to look round and 
laugh with out giving the least reproof for sudi an impu- 
den insult 

Now from what Principle can this bdiaviour of the 
rq)resentatives of a People proceed Can such a be- 
haviour either gain reputation or produce any benefite to 
the Coimtry they represent Can it entitle them to any 
favour with the King or Parliament or esteem with any 
man of honoiu* or that has the least sense of good man- 
ners 

As to my past I am perswaded that ihe Solemnity of 
Locking their door & laying the Key on the Table to- 
geUier witli this brutal & — ^bdiavioiu* on tiiis occasion 
of the Militia will with any man that makes the least 
reflection remove every doubt that could remain of the 
(^aracters & principles of the heads & directors in the 
party Dissentions in this Province. 

I shall next consider what the Assembly has laid to 
the Govanor's diarge I cannot discover that in any in- 
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stance they have diarged hun with the least attempt on 
the Liberty or Pit^)erty of any one individual or that 
the law sinoe he has had the administration has been 
under any kind of restraint so that every man has en- 
joyed the full b^iefite of it in all cases whethar publidc 
or private wherein he may think himself aggrieved A 
Happiness which the People have formerly thought th^ 
did not so fully enjoy & whidi upon serious reflection 
must pass with sober m^i as one strong proof of an up- 
ri{^t administration 

But the heavy charge against him is the converting 
to his own use the publick money of this Province with 
which he was intrusted I must confess that after I had 
seen in what terms this charge was insinuated & whai 
I consid^d that very large sums had been granted by 
the Assembly of this Province for publick services since 
the arival of the jnresent Govemour I could not doubt 
but that very large sums had been put in his poww at 
least And therefor I must own that I received his answar 
with some surprise when I found from it that he had 
not since his arival been trusted with litle more than 
1800 pounds & that only for the diarge ndiich usually 
attends his meeting with & treating with the Indians 
whoever considaB the expence whidi unavoidably at^ 
tends every sudi meeting must be parswaded that a very 
small sum if any could by any means be saved out of 
what was allowed by the Assembly for those expences. 
Such as can be called no other than a meer trifle when 
compared with the noise & clamour which has been in- 
dustriously rais'd. For this reason I believe impartial 
judges will suq[)ect that the Slander thrown on the Gov' 
imder this Pretence must have been for some other pur- 
pose than saving of money to the Province This wiU 
i^pear more evident when it is considered that the Gov' 
to remove as much as in his powar all prejudices on this 
head declared more than once that he was ready to give 
his assait to any Bill or clauses to prevait any imbezle- 
ment of the publick money or publick stores This seems 
to me all that could in reason be expected but perhaps the 
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doing of this would have defeated one principal part 
of their scheme whereby they ^igage some men by their 
Interest to serve as Drums & Trumpets to prc^agate 
Sland^ of their Superiours in order to establidi their own 
power over a deluded People 

A very few obvious observations will be sufficient to 
set this in a proper lig^t Since the Expedition ag^ Can« 
ada was set on foot about 70000 pounds has been issued 
in Bills of Credit Out of this the Assembly allows their 
Commiss™ 60/ in every hundred by whidi they have or 
are to receive since tliat time 1750 pounds for tlieir own 
trouble only a Sum very near as great as what the Govr 
was entrusted with in above four jrears & out of whidi 
only it was in his poww to convert any part of the pub- 
lick money to his private use 

May I be allow'd to aak tiiese great men the leaders 
of an assembly wheth^ sev^al men of as good Credit 
k reputation as those tiiey have employ'd would not 
have gladly don all tiie services required of their Com- 
missi for 300 pounds by which near 1500 pounds in this 
one article would have been saved to the Country I may 
adventure to say tiiis because every man tiie least ac- 
quainted with trade must know that tiie benefites other- 
wise arising in the way of Trade by this office would at 
least amount to 1500 pounds more. A Pretty perquesite 
for a Drum & a Trumpet However despicable tiie name 
of a Drum or a Trumpet may be with some Gent* yet 
it is well known that other sorts of Genf" understand 
their Interest better than to loose so beneficial employ- 
ment for the sake of a name And what Gentleman of 
that sort would not as things now stand rather be a Drum 
or a Trumpet for an assembly than for a Gov' who can 
give neither fee nor perquesite 

On this Occasion every one must remember tiiat 
Rumour & Report was a fine engine to throw dirt upon 
a Govemour But we who are not assembly men may 
think it as proper an implement against assembly men 
Conmiiss^ If rumoiu* & report be a sufficient round to 
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charge a Gov' why has it not some force to charge others 
when rumour & rq)ort is as stnm^y against them 

There has been a rumour & report that considerable 
quantities of Beef & Pork was so bad that it was con- 
demned as unfit to be eat Yet this cost the Country the 
same price with good Rumour & RqxHt affirms that sev- 
eral barrels of Bread had good bread at both ends & in the 
midle what was only fit for hogs & yet the midle cost the 
same price to the Country with the best Riunour & rep<»rt 
told us that the men were dieated out of one quartar 
of the rum allow'd them & paid for by the Country. And 
Rumoiu* & report positively affirms that very consida- 
able quantities of the Countries Provision has been sold 
at Albany & converted to private use 

May I ask how it comes that Rumour & R^)ort should 
be of sudi Credit against a Gov' & deserves no notice 
or regard when it is as positive an evid^ice against assem- 
bly men & their Creatures 

After this he must be a meer Single David indeed 
who can believe that the abusive language which has 
been vented against Gov' Clinton was only to prevait 
his imbezling the publick Treasure What other purpose 
it was to serve ihe assembly has not thought proper to 
own But as it does not require any extraordinary Sagac- 
ity to discover it I shall leave it to the enquiry of the 
Electors of New Assembly men 

They must be but litle acquainted with mankind who 
can think there could be any great danger from the power 
of a Govemour when th^ who are subject to his power 
dare treat him in the mannar Gov' Clinton has been 
treated If this be the case may not the Inhabitants of 
the Province of New York be affray'd of an assemblsr's 
obtaining too great a power. The nature of our constitu- 
tion certainly supposes it possible when the whole Beauty 
of it consists in the due Ballance between the several 
branches of the Legislature Our constitution may as 
certainly be destroyed by an over great pow» in the as- 
sembly as in the Gov' There has been too strong an 
instance of it in our Moth^ Country But I shall at this 
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tiine only make some observations on the Power which 
this assembly assumes of nominating the officers who are 
to have the issueing of the publick money independently 
of the Gov"^ and which he tells them is contrary to his 
commission the only authority by which they sit & have 
a share in making Laws There may be sudi a clashing 
between these independent powers in cases where it is 
impossible the publick service can be performed without 
an entire Union that the necessary S^vice may suffer 
or it may be impossible for a Govemour to do his Duty 
But to pass this over the assembly by their assuming this 
power to tiiemselves (which a House of Commons of 
Great Brittain does not claim) they appoint some of their 
own Members or near Relations or Special Friends Is it 
likely that an assembly will be so fond to call these men 
to an exact account as they would others appointed by 
the Gov"^ & Council who have no relation to tiiem. The 
present state of affairs shows it to be quite otherwise All 
the Rumours & Reports of Imbezlement by persons en- 
trusted by the assembly has never been able at produce 
any enquiry into their Conduct tho' from what has been 
observed according to these rumours & reports tiiese men 
intrusted by the assembly may have converted ten times 
the sums of the publick money to liieir use that it was 
possible for the Gov' to do because all the money that he 
was intrusted with by this Province does not amount to 
the value of the imbezlements if there be any Credit on 
the rumours & reports above mentioned And as if tiiese 
rumours & reports could not be hid from the Assanbly 
they cannot be supposed to be ignorant of them & yet 
they have never made the least enquiry to find out the 
truth of them This observation therefore of their being 
willing to favour themselves or their relations or friends 
at the expence of their constituents cannot be said to be 
without foundation 

AU deviations from oiur constitution must either pro- 
ceed from the ignorance of the Beauty of it or from a 
desire to destroy it But in all attempts of this kind the 
people of this Province have sometiiing more to fear 
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than independant states have Every indeavour to wrest 
the Kings Authority out of the hands of his Govemour 
may draw on the Resentment not only of the King but 
likewise of a Brittish Parliament who aUready seem to 
have become Jealous of the Depaidance of their Colo- 
nies Witness a Bill not long since prq)ared for Pariia- 
ment whidi allarmed all the Colonies 

If this should be the case that the Parliament ^ouM 
think that we abuse the Privileges with whidi we are in- 
dulged & should think it necessary to put us under a 
more absolute authority We the common midling people 
are most likdy to suffer These very men who by their 
graq)ing after undue power endanger our greatest privi- 
l^es may escape the punishment while the Innocent 
suffer nay they may be gainers by it for they who are 
fondest of power are the most Ikely to become the tools 
of it in any shape & are most likely to freely offa* th^n- 
selves that they may be able to dominea* over us 

Besides what has been observ'd as the probable conse- 
quences of our publick dissoisions & which some may 
fancy to be remote (I wish they be not nearer than many 
apjH^end) there is anothar obvious ill consequ^ice from 
our publick Dissentions whidi no man can tell how sud- 
denly & imexpectedly we may feel the dismall & fatal 
effects by the advantages the enenmy may take of them 
I shall be far from supposing that any of the assembly 
hold the least correspondence with the Ennemy (x have 
any inclination to favour them but at the same time it 
can hardly be doubted but that the Ennemy has q)yes & 
Emmissaries among us The Frendi nev^ neglected 
so great an advantage at any price Such cunning emis- 
saries as they constantly employ know how to sow the 
seeds of Dissention to blow up the coals of discontent & 
to set mens passions to work so as to make us serve their 
purposes without knowing that we do it & as effectually 
as we could had we been devoted to their Service. In the 
time of the Negro plott all men seem'd to be affrasr'd of 
sudi designs Now we se^oi to have lost all appre- 
hensions of them Can it with any prudence be supposed 
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that a cunning & indefatigable ennemy can have laid 
aside the thouj^t of sudi like artifices which may turn 
so exceedingly to his advantage No! th^ have only 
dianged their measures They ,may have taken more 
seoret & less suiq)ected measures & against which we are 
less upon our guard & therefor more likely to produce the 
misdiievous effects which they hope from them 

We may see then my Dear Country men into what 
evid«it A great dangers we run our selves into by our 
Publick Dissentions Let me conjure you then by all 
means in our power to avoid the continuance of them & 
to use our best Indeavours to heal the Breach which 
threatens us with an Inundation of evils The Gov' has 
given us one opportunity of doing it by a new Election of 
Representatives 

Let us seriously consider with out partiality & affec- 
tion whether it be most for the Interest of the Country to 
dioose the same men again who have had their pas- 
sions heated with the past Disputes & their spirits exas- 
perated & inflamed with t^eir resentments or others who 
have been cool observers of all the inconveniencies which 
have arisen from them Are not the cahn judgements of 
these last most likely to fore see the Dangers we are 
running into heal our breaches & unite us heartily when 
Union & publick spirit must be allowed by all never to 
have been more necessary than it is at this time 

Some perhaps may say that t^ese men have be^i 
fighting the Country's cause against the incroachments 
of a Govemour and therf ore oug^t not to be desalted but 
supported by their Country But if what has been before 
obs^'d be well considered I suq)ect strongly it will ap- 
pear ih&t these violent opposers of a Govemour have had 
their own private views more at heart than the good of 
the Countiy Consider seriously my Dear Countrym^i 
whether in the late publick Dissentions Love of worldly 
power Profitable implo}rments in the Disposing of the 
Country's money Fooli^ & mischievous contritions for 
litie paltry posts & Distinctions do not too evidently ap- 
pear to have been the principle motives to all this publick 
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contention which has distracted this Country Does not 
Envy seem to have taken Possession of the hearts & to 
have destroyed ev^y generous noble publick ^>irited 
Sentiment or rather that Rage at the Disi^intment of 
their litle sdiemes for power gnaws their Souls & fills 
them with such cordial hatred to their Apponents that 
every proposal howevw be refused to the Country & by 
the execution of which those ndiom th^ oppose may 
receive benefite or reputation as well as themselves is 
rejected with indignation. Till of late I could not believe 
the story of him who refused to pimip in a sinking ship 
because one on board whom he hated would be saved 
by it as well as himself But sudi it seems is the unhap- 
piness of human nature that our passions when violet 
are too hard for the united force of Reason Duty & Re- 
ligeon 

The next argument which I have heard insisted oa 
for the Reelection of our last representatives in the City 
eq)ecially is that they are all of them men of the best 
estates in the Country & consequently must be firmly 
attached to the Int^^st of the Country where itiere Es- 
tates ly To this I answer we have others of as good es- 
tates as they have & who have not had their Judge- 
m^its byassed or their Passions exasperated by having 
been personally engaged in our wofuU diss^iaions & 
therefor on this occasion tli^ can pretend to no prefer- 
ence to otliers who have the same advantage to {dead 
& are free from the objections whidi th^ are too evi- 
d^itly liable to 

But I must furth^ observe that riches are not allwise 
acquired by the honestest means nor are tliey allwise ac- 
companied with the greatest integrity of mind with the 
most knowledge or witli the most generous sentiments 
& publick spirit The Contrary to these has been so often 
observed in rich men tliat a celebrated Author has ob- 
serv'd that the all wise God has often bestowed the Great- 
est ridies on the most worthless of mcHlals to dbew of how 
litle esteem ridies are in his sig^t 

Besides all this the ridi have many opportunities 
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to screen themselves in publick Calamities whidi the 
midling rank of mankind can not have But especially 
rich Merchants. The means of speedy fli^t are ready 
in their hands and with some previous care to lodge 
money & effects in distant & secure places tho' they 
should loose mudi yet enough may be left them & to 
spare But most unhappily indeed circimistaiiced are the 
Midling people. The Farmers Shopkeepa^ & Tradesm^i 
They cannot all fly with their families & if they could 
how could tiiey Subsist 

No they & what litle they have gained by hard labour 
& industry must bear the Brunt The weight of Contii- 
butions which may be exported by the Ennemy in case 
the ennemy should prevail as well as all the military 
hardshi{>s & dangers in defence of the Country (as it is 
of the present taxes among our selves) must be surely & 
heavily bom by tiiem 

The rich while they abound in plenty pass their time 
m endulgemg their appetites & thereby enflame their 
Passions while they think of nothing but of Jollity & 
mirth have litle time to Hiink of the Dangers there Coun- 
try is in or of tiie Misfortunes of Hieir Neighbomrs. 

The midling rank of mankind in all Countries & in all 
ages have justly obtained the Character to be gen^ully 
the most honest The rich men I am perswaded were they 
m distress would sooner trust their purses & the honour 
of their wives & daughters with their neighbours of the 
midling rank then with any of their rich jolly or swag- 
gering companions And I am likewise fully perswaded 
that we may much more safely trust our Liberty & Prop- 
erty wth our neighbours of a midling rank than with 
those of Hie greatest riches who are thereby tempted to 
Lord it over their neighbours The estate of the midling 
rank are as dear to Hiem as the Estates of the richest 
are to them They are no less fond & desirous of the well- 
fair & safety of their children And have as great a regard 
to the honour of their wives & Daughters Our richest 
men among us cannot pretend to any degree of Knowl- 
edge in any kind of publick affairs more than several of 



Digitized by 



Google 



328 THE CX)LDEN PAPER8-1743-17^ 

those of a midling rank evidently have or to more Reaolu- 
tion for their King & Countrsr's Service than ndiat those 
of a midling rank upon every inropar occasion have dis- 
cov^d At the same time they of a midling rank must 
allwise be more cautious of making an ill use of any 
good qualities th^ may be possess than some ridi men 
who know the foroe of money & powerfull or rich rela- 
tions to Screen them from publick enquires into their 
Conduct 

Now my Dear Countrymen never waa there a time 
wherein we ou$^t to be more careful & more disintereirted 
in the dioice of Bepres^itatives than now when this 
Country as I at first obs^Vd is exposed to the two most 
dangerous Ennemies that any Country can be exposed to 
The Frendi & merciless Indians And when we may be 
likewise exposed to the resentment of our King A a 
Brittish Parliament by the Indiscreet & passionate be- 
haviour of our late representatives in a manner whidi I 
am scarry to say may be thought disreq)ectfull of all 
Authori^ & of our dependance on great Brittain This I 
think hii^ily conoams us to remove every Jealousy of this 
kind from our Superiors because we can have no def^ice 
against it but by removing it Which I doubt not may 
be easily don by the prudent behaviour of our next as- 
sembly For which purpose let us unite heartily & sin- 
cerely in the choice of such as we are perswaded know 
the Literest of our Country & are most resolute to pur- 
sue it without prejudice or view of party Interest or to 
the Satisfying their private views Passions or resentments 



CodvxiUader Colden to Oovemor Oeorge Clinton 

CoLDMNGHAM Jan'' 6^ 1746/7 
S' 

I was at last lucky in the time that I left New Yink by 
my getting that ni^t to my scms If I had not gem at the 
time I did probably I could not have got home to this 
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time by the roads being impassable by a flood whidi car- 
ried away liie Bridges in many places. Tho' I be resolved 
to think as litle as possible at this time on the disagreable 
things which employed our thoughts at New York yet I 
have not been able to drive them entirely out of my 
head. — I suspect that one reason of the Publication made 
by the Council in the Post Boy of the 8^ of Dec' was to 
discredit the whole Narrative of your Excellys Treaty 
with the Indians as the success in that alFair had disap- 
pointed those who intended to perplex affairs & thought 
that the bad Disposition of the Indians at that time 
was such as nothing in your power could remove & now 
they envy your Excell^ the honour whidi our Success 
in that Treaty has acquired. Your Excell^ knows the 
truth of that Paragraph & I dare say that not one of the 
Council (except the Mayor who was employed by your 
Excell^ in Matters w** required his stay at New York) 
can deny that he excused himself from going with you 
And none of them can singly deny (what ever they may 
do in a body) that both yoiu* Excell^ & I pressed them to 
go & that a greater number should at least att^id & that 
both you & I urged several reasons for that purpose The 
C3iief Justice positively refused M' Murray excused him- 
self in the Strongest terms from his Business in the Law 
M' Horsmanden refuse'd unless he was paid not only for 
his going at that time but for his going formerly with 
the Gov^nor to Albany All of them gave some ex- 
cuse or other If the case be so (and yoiu* Excell^ certain- 
ly knows whether it be so or not) it may be left to any 
indifferent Judge to determine whether that Paragraph 
m the printed Treaty or the publication of the 8** of DecF 
deserve the appellation of an invideous misrepresentation 
of Facts. I mention this again to your Excell^ as I think 
it of some consequence to your affairs that the Credit of 
that Treaty be not lessened with the Kings Minist^*s. I 
think proper like wise to observe to your Excell^ that 
when your Excell^ in answer to the Resolves of the 8^ 
of Nov' said that as you differed from them in opinion 
you would referr the Matter to his Majesty & his Minis- 



Digitized by 



Google 



330 THE GOLDEN PAPERS-174a-1747 

ters & punctually put in Execution what ordans you 
shall receive on that head The assembly in their Replicar 
tion resolv'd that who ever advised that answn- are 
ennemies to the constitution of this Govanment which 
seems to imply that by the Constitution of this Govern- 
m^it the King has no authority to interpose in Di£Fer- 
ences between a Govanor & an assembly of this Prov- 
ince & seems to be a claim of Independency 

I am likewise of opinion that if the King diall think 
proper to declare his disallowance of the last Act for 
furnishing of Provisions to the Forces levied in this Prov- 
ince it cannot be of any ill consequence since it will have 
tak^i its effect as to the supply of the Forces before the 
repeal can reach this place & his Majesty's disapproba- 
tion may have a good effect on some peoples mind& I 
long for the pleasure of hearing that your Excell'' has 
some good news from England to make amends for the 
Chagrine you have met with & I heartily wish you & your 
Lady & family a Happy New Year with Success & much 
pleasure I am 

S' 
Your Excellency* 
most obedient & 
most humble servant 
Cadwallader Coiden. 



From Samuel Johnson 

Stratfobd Jan'^ 12, 1746/7 
S/ 

I Thank you for your's of Nov' 19. All the Objectiixis 
I had to your System were contained in a Letter I wrote 
you Sometime last Summer which your att^idance cm 
public affairs has not given you leave to Consider I doubt 
not of the justness of your Mathematical Reasonings. 
Nor do I doubt of your having advanced something ex- 
tremely ingenious & I believe advantageous in physical 
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Speculation. Your making Resistance an Action, I 
thou^t very just. But my doubts were only with re- 
gard to the justness of your Metaphysdcal Thoughts, par- 
ticularly in Ascribing Action to Matter, which I ever 
took to be a meer passive thing & that the same which is 
the principle of action must also be the principle of Con- 
scious Design & wise contrivance, & therefore that the 
Actions which you ascribe to matter must be the Actions 
of Mind which alone can be the Agent to whom each 
q)ecies of matter can be no more than a mere passive 
tool of InstrumS 

What you answer to the objections of our College of 
the Danger of Atheism are to me very Satisfactory, & 
when you have explained your self on the subject of 
Spirit, or immaterial intelligent Active Beings, whether 
God or Creatures, I trust our Thou^ts will not much 
differ, however our Language may Something vary. What 
was objected was not meant at all under the notion of 
aspersion, but it was tho't something like Epicurus's No- 
tion of self moving or self-exerting Atoms must be im- 
plied in your System — ^And the president Sajrs, "he can't 
und^*stand your Solution of Gravity: for two Balls in 
your (Ether, will cwtainly be press'd as much by it on 
the Sides between them, as on the opposite Sides, unless 
it has some Laws of Motion that we have never yet been 
acquainted with." 

You need not aak pardon for the Freedom of your 
Censure on Bp Berkley's Tract de Motu As I Said once in 
a Letter to you, NuUius in verba is my principle: I am 
for an intire Liberty in philosophizing. I have a few 
certain principles which to me are either Self-evident, 
or clearly desmonstrable, beyond which I both freely give 
ic take aJl the Liberty that can be reasonable or desireable 
to any one, within the eternal Boundaries of Right & 
wrong. But your agreeing with the Bp in sajdng "you 
can have no Conception of Force without Action, or of 
what some call a dead force," makes me believe you really 
agree with him a good deal fmiher than you apprehend 
you do. It is time I have a great, & I believe just value 
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for that Gentleman, but I trust a greater for Truth whei^ 
ever it can be come at» & not so great, aa to be in the least 
shock'd at any free Censure nor his Notions mudi lesB^ 
So as to abate in the least Degree of Friendship for any 
Gentleman that Diflfers from him, Accordingly I remain 
S' 
Y* Sincere friend & 
Very hmnble Servant 

S Johnson 
P.S. 

I ask pardon for inclosing this Letter to 
M*^ Watidns, having no other way to send it near 
him, & I humbly hope you will excuse it. 



From Oovemor Oeorge CUntan 

New York 14^ Janry 1747 
Sir 

I have Yours of the 10 Inst, in answar to mine of the 
2d w^ I am glad You acknowledged, as I was apprehen- 
sive from your last letter to M" Catherwood, it mi^^t 
have been still detain'd on this side of the River. 

You have herewith an annonymous Le14er thrown 
into M*^ Catherwoods Lodgings, W""^ I think shou'd be 
answered, as You can easily Judge who the author is, 
I have also inclosed the piupert of the Articles in the 
agreement w^ the G^i' Court at Boston has amended; 
and I join in Opinion with You, that matter diou'd only 
be toudbed upon in Gen^ T^ms. & seem warm for it 

Your address will be printed next Monday w^ comes 
apropos after this Letter, and altho' they have been 
extremely artfuU to conceal it, 'til the ev^iing aft^ 
Hilton sailed, it does not in the least move me, but rather 
makes me more stedf ast in my Resolutiona 

I am glad that some change is like to happen in the 
Country, and whatever promises You make for that end, 
in relation to Militia Commissions diall be fullfiUed. The 
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Eleetion for this City comes on the 21"^; but the late 
Candidates sollicit like sturdy Beggars without any oppo- 
siticm. 

Thare is an absolute necessity for the Commissary 
coming down immediately upon Account of the Jersey 
Troops, as several of the Officers belonging to them are 
going for England, Therefore I must desire you'l send 
him hither as soon as possible, and as he is the prop^'est 
hand to be intrusted with my Speech, let him bring it 
with him, if You have prepared it, otherwise it must be 
referred to another safe oppOTtunity. Notice must be 
taken in it to provide Rent for the C. Justices House to 
May next, to w^ time I am engaged to pay it. 

Bnmx & Salisbmys Petition has been presented to 
me in Council & the prayer thereof will be granted, pro- 
vided it is not for the same Lands for W** M' Henry 
Lane has petitioned for. 

Hicks sent me word that he dispairs of succeeding in 
Queens County, from the Great Opposition made agt 
him on Acc^ of the Militia oixlers of w^ great advantages 
is made among the Vulgar. 

As I conceive there will be a necessity of calling the 
Assembly as soon as possible, I hope M'' Coldens Health 
will permit you to attend, being sorry to hear she contin- 
ues ill, as I am to tell You That Peter Delancey is much 
out of ordet 

M" Clinton Miss Capt?* & all friends joyn in Compli- 
ments to your family. Not one word of News yet from 
England Morris has sent me a Message he is determind 
to be a mediator, I am at a very great loss on many ac- 
counts not having either you or Allexander in Town, I 
don't doubt Rutherfurds Sincerity tho' I believe nothing 
is left untried by both My wife & perticular invited them 
on twelvt night with ye DeLanceys &c & I am almost 
blind of writing by Hilton & besides have had my old 
friend y* Ague to pay me a visitt, y* Ni^t before Hilton 
Saild there was a meeting at y* Jacobati House & he 
Sign'd something to send home. I am told both Council 
& Assembly joyned in it wheither ag^ me or you I cant 
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learn or Botli, but one thing I can tell them I dont doubt 
but carry my pomt ev«i to turn out y* C. J. tho* he 
fancjrs himself so great a Man, I am just agoing to sup 
at Ruth^urds with some friends where you are rare 
3rour good health will be screwed Adieu with great 
Sincarily 

Sir 
Your very humble Ser^ 

The Honw* Cadw. Couwn G ClinTON 



From John Rutherfurd 

Albany 18**^ January 1746 7 
Dear Sir 

As Mr Mathews A Neibour of yowra tells me he setts 
out to m(mx>w I give him the trouble of this, & whatever 
you & I may tliink of Albany I assure you, 'twould sur- 
prize you how chearfully we pass our time, CoU* Robots 
is gone to New York but weVe still Mesrf" Wrexall, 
Honeyman, C!olhoun & Capt Campbel Commd^ of three 
Maryland Companys who is a vay good sort of Man. 
Yours of the 10^ Inst I was favoured with by Ensign 
McCla^iry & I really think th^^ has happened nothing 
at New York to give you the least uneasiness imagine- 
able, for when A Man's Character is unjustly aspersed, 
'tis the Slanderer only Suffers in the opinion of evay Man 
whose opinion is worth regarding. I have letters of the 
25^ October from London & which is odd not a word of 
our Expedition, We have been amused likewise all win- 
t^ with Mr Walldo & his forces comeing from New Eng- 
land but not a word of them, how matters will turn out 
God knows however I wish you were at New York as soon 
as you possibly can with any Convenience to yourself, as 
there's often no forseeing Qianges, & as you've now put 
your hand to the plow you must keep it goeing, besides 
'tis allways dang^x)us to do business by halfs & allways 
safest to go thro with it with gpirit As to my own affairs 
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I continue of the same mind aa we talked at parting 'tis 
certainly the best Scheme. I think His Excellency after 
all tliats past now, can't refuse you a favour, tho' twill 
be allwayes doubtfull if you're not present when 'tis in 
his power. Mrs. Rutlierfurd joins me heartily in our 
repects to Mrs Golden & all your good Family I am 
&• c &• c 

John Rutherfurd 



CadwaUader Golden to Archibald Kennedy 
[Copy] 
Dears- Jan- 18- 1746/7 

I have your kind favour of the 22d of last month 
which by reason of the rivers having become impassable 
did not come to me till the 15- of this month at ni^t 
Since whidi time I have been so much hurried in drawing 
an answer to the representation so as that it may reach 
his Excellency before Shatfords Snow goes & to make fair 
copies that I am afFray'd of some omissions or inaccu- 
racies as well aa from the Warmth it may be supposed 
that performance must give me & therefore I beg of you 
to wait immediately on his Excell^ & tell him that I 
desire you may have the perusal of it & to show it to 
our friend After which I submit to his Excellency & 
your opinions what use is to be made of it I am per- 
swaded th^ will send it the Representation home from 
themselves with perhaps sometliing more than they now 
discover & therefor I think we ou^t to be as much aa 
possible upon our Guard for I am far from thinking that 
their view is only defensive 

Please to tell JVf Alexander that I have receiv'd the 
letter from M"* Collinson with the printed letter from 
Paris I send this by express & I hope you will not omit 
writing to me by the return of it & by evay opportunity 
We all join in our Compliments to you M" Kennedy A 
your family on the New Year 
To Mb. KiNMBnr 
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CadwaUader Colden to the Han^ Oeorge Clarke Ee^f 

[Copy] 

CoLDBNGHAM Jan'' 18*** 1746/7 
S' 

I wrote to you before I left New York last month by 
one of the diipa that w^^ then going for England M*" 
NidioUs tells me that you have been pleas'd to remember 
me in a letter whidi he receiv'd from you since I came 
home k that you tell him that it was expected in England 
that Crown point was taken before that time. While I 
attended the Gov' at Albany measures were concerted 
there for that purpose but the arrival of the Brest Squad- 
ron on the coast of Nova Scotia disconcerted all our 
Measures by reason the Gov* of Boston thought it neces- 
sary to call in all their Forces for the Defence of that 
plaice k the Season of the Year has since that rendered 
Military enterprises impracticable but at the same time 
I must observe to you that the unhappy diffaraices whidi 
have arisen in this Gov*^ have disabled the Govanor from 
making the preparations which he had order'd for facili- 
tating any future attempt whidi may be thou^t prc^)er 
k this will occasion both delay k much greata: ezpenoe 
than otherwise could have happ^i'd had he not been 
disabled from pursueing the Sdieme which he had laid 
k given orders for the execution hereof. No doubt you 
remember ik'^ Measures whidi his Excell^ was advised 
to take on his first arival in his Government k the con- 
sequences which you observed must ensue naturally from 
them He is now convinced of the justness of your Judge- 
ment but his being too late in discovering this has given 
him a vast deal of imeamess k from thence truely have 
arisen all the Difficulties he has lately met with in his 
Majesty's service Under these difficulties he thou^t 
proper to apply to me for advice k tho' I foresaw the 
resentment it would draw from some spirits the present 
exigency of the publick affairs made me think it my Duty 
to give what assistance I was capable of And tho your 
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knowledge of men may prev^it your being surprised 
were I to tell you the particulars whidi it is impossiUe 
for me to do within any compass of a letter & at this 
time when I am obliged to write in a hurry by the con- 
-veyBUce whidi carries this from my house I can only tell 
3^u that the resentment has gon to a greater lenth than 
I imagined it could. I believe it therefor probable that 
you may have occasion to give your sentiments of both 
men & things on this province & it is no litle comfort to 
me that I can with pleasure rely on both your Judgement 
& Justice I can add but vay litle by any assmimces 
I can give of the pleasure I shidl receive by every oppor- 
tunity of serving you in any thing that is in the power of 

To the Hon^ 

Qbomb Clabki Esq 



CadwaUader Colden to Oovemor Oeorge Clinton 
[Copy] 

Jan^ 19*^ 1746/7 
& 

Your Excellency will perceive from the inclosed what 
trouble your goodness in communicating to me the rep- 
resentation of some of the G^itl^n^ of the Council has 
drawn upon you but as I believe your justice & natural 
compassion would lead you to defend & support any 
stranger attacked in the manner I am by these gratis 
men yet I presume on something more in this case from 
your Excellency's Generosity Your Excellency knows 
how far it was from being by my own desire to medle 
more with the publick affairs at this time than I had for- 
merly d(m during the preceeding part of your Excellency's 
administration but that I entirdy undertook the part 
you was pleas'd to put upon me at your own earnest 
desire tho at the same time the sense I had of my Duty 
made me more easily comply when I saw your Excellenoy 
necessarily ingaged in a multiplicity of unexpected affairs 
of great consequence to his Majasrty's service <fe so f ar 
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deprived of the asBistaiice of others who's Duty it was to 
assist 3rou that their indeavours seem'd to be calculated 
to perplex you in your administratioii & to make use of 
these difficulties to ¥rrest the reigns of Gov^nment out 
of your hands & with this view did all in their power 
to expose your reputation & to lessen you in the eyes of 
the People Many instances of whidi caimot at this 
time have escaped your Excellenpy's Memcwy. Your 
Excellency may rememba* that I was apprehensive 
enou^ of the haughty & insolent spirit of some m»i but 
indeed I did not apprehend that Pride & resentment 
would have made some of them descend to attack inno- 
orace with the neglect or rather subvaison of every thing 
that is accoimted honourable among Gentlemen But 
upon recollection of what has passed in former times I 
am convinced that I had not then that precaution which 
I ought to have had. For these vary same mea (I mean 
the leaders) form^ly attempted the same thing of sup- 
porting Malice & Falshood by meer Power & Niunbers 
in opposition to all the evidence that truth could bring 
but the bad success of tlieir attempts at that time & the 
mischiefs tliat had like to have ensued thereon I was in 
hopes would have deterr'd them from the like attempts 
for the future I am now convinced that what is in nature 
can never be driv^i out nor amended & of this more are 
affray'd than I alone & of the consequences that may 
arise from sudi Dispositions For this reason I must 
put your Excell^ in mind to guard against the unfair 
practices that may be used in England especially with 
any Sollicitor that you diall employ because I believe 
money will not be wanting for sudi purposes. Your 
Excellency no doubt perceives what reason I have to wish 
that I had continued in the innocent amusem^its I 
enjoy in my retirement. I had just retiun'd to them 
when I had them again intarupted by the receipt of this 
extraordinary represaitation I shall endeavour as soon 
as possible to free my thoughts from this disagreeable 
subject & return to my usual conversation with men 
whose indeavours all their life was to discover & estab- 
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lish truth In the mean while I diall rely on your Excel- 
l^icy's Protection & favour so far as I am innocent & 
you think I des^*ve. I hope your Excell^ before this has 
had the pleasure of seeing your son in good health & of 
being ea^ in the Company of Gentlemen that will not 
disturb your pleasure by Disagreable Subjects as I am 
now forced to do Nothing will give me more pleasure 
than to hear that yoiu* past pains are made up by variety 
of uninterrupted pleasures & I hope your Excell^ will do 
me the honoiu* to allow me to partake with you in them 
by giving some accoimt of the good news you diall receive 
as I have in some measure shared with you in the Shar 
green that ill nature has endeavoured to throw liberally 
upon you 

My wife joins with me in returning our hmnble thanks 
to your Excellency to your Lady for your kind wishes 
on this season and all my Children join with us in our 
most hearty wishes that this may prove a happy year 
to your Excell^ your Lady & all your family & that you 
may all have the Pleasure of many such 

I send this by express that if possible it may reach 
yoiu* Excellenpy's hands before Shatfords snow sails & 
I send two copies of the answer to the reputation to save 
the trouble of having it copied if your Excellency diall 
think proper to make further use of it I beg of your 
Excellency to let me know by the return of the e:q)res8 
that you have received this safe I am 



CadwdUader Golden to Oov. George Clinton 
[Copy] 

Jan^ 19*^ 1746/7 
My it please your Excellency 

I heartily thank your Excellency, for doing me the 
Justice to send me a Copy of a Representation made to 
your Excellency, by some of the Members of his Majesties 
Council for this Rt>vince, dated the 16^ of last Month, 
which, by reason of the sevmty of the season which had 
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rendered the Rvr&r impassable and the Distanoe of mj 
House from New York, did not oome to my hands tiU the 
fifteenth of this month at nig^t. 

I am sorry that any thing personally relating to me 
diould be the occasion of so mudi trouble to you, but as 
all the matters, whidi aro the subject of that representar 
tion, aro better known to your Excellency than to any 
other perscm, even many of th^n bett^ known to you 
than it is possible they can be to the Gentlemen them- 
s^es who make the Representation, I shall (diearfully 
submit to your Judgement, after that I have brou^t 
back to your Remembrance some circumstances of Facts 
mentioned in that Representation, which these G^itle- 
men think proper to pass over, especially as to that para- 
graph in the {Hinted Narrative of your Excell^icy's 
Treaty with the Indians at Albany, whidi they c^isure. 

It is true, as these G^itlem^i say, that 3rour Excd- 
lency in C!ouncil desired to know what numba* of the 
Gentlemen of the Council would attend you to Albany, 
and who would. But these Gentlanei omit two material 
circumstances; One is that I was not present at that time 
in Council, being then gon out of town to visit my 
Dau^ter in the Country; The other is, that they named 
me as a iH*op^ pa'son to attend your Excellency on 
this occasion. If I should ropeat the reasons which I 
was told they give for nameing of me for this service, 
it would become one of the observable little instances of 
Vanity calculated prvncipaUy with a view to raise a 
Character with which these Gentlemen charge me, and 
therofor I diall leave it to them to tell what the reason 
wero for naming me rather than another: But I must 
observe, that it could not be true that I rofused to go, 
when I was not present, and could not know that I was 
named. It is true, that afterwards in convocation among 
ourselves (not in Council) I did object to it as a par- 
ticular hanlship on me to be singled out (for as to M' 
Livingston his office as Secrotary ior Indians affairs made 
it his Duty to attend) and I think it ungenerous in them 
to ropeat any caaual words whidi I used in Conversation 
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at that time. I am sure should I repeat what some of 
tb^n said at the same time I oould not escape blame. 

The iTuth of the matter is this, that as I was not 
present in Council when your Excdlency desired to know 
who would attend you to Albany, I cannot of my own 
knowledge say what passed that day in Council: but your 
Excellency afterwards, when you desired me to attend 
you to Albany, told me that the others (except M' 
Livingston) had declined that service: and for the tnxih 
of this I must appeal to your Excellency. 

Howeva: Sir it is confessed in their own Representa- 
ti<m, that they all desired to be excused (except M' 
C(»rtlandt who was absent as well as myself) and that I 
likewise afterwards desired to be excused, or rathe* as 
they express it tliat I refused to go, and they desired to 
be excused from going: but that I afterwards was pre- 
vailed on to go (for I did go) and they insisted on tlieir 
excuse, fw they did not go. This is the state of the 
Question confessed on all sides and I must leave to your 
Excellency to detamine which of us declined going. 

Your Excellency knows, that the printed Narative 
of your Excellency's Treaty was published several Weeks 
before the time that the Council were pleased to censure 
this Paragraph mentioned in tlieir Representation. From 
the time it was published till that day I was frequently 
in conversation with these Gentlemen, and tho, I believe 
none of them doubted of my being privy to that publica- 
tion, yet none of them at any time took notice to me of 
any injury that they thought was done to them by it till 
that day! When coming into C!ouncil while the Council 
met in their L^islative Capacity (at which time your 
Excellency is not present) I was surprised to see all the 
(Gentlemen of the Council met; for before that time sev- 
eral of them seldom attended, as will appear by the min- 
ites of Council, and adjournments were frequently made 
for want of a sufficient number. M' Chief Justice took 
the Printed Narative out of his Pocket, and q)oke to the 
purpose as set forth in the Censure printed in the New 
York Post Boy of the 8*^ of Detf^. M' Horsmanden and 
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M*^ Murray made set Speechea As these were all Law- 
yers and prepared, and the whole a Surprise upon me, I 
was not ready to make such propar answers as perhaps I 
should otherways have done. But I observed, that I 
thought it would be more proper to inquire into this mat- 
ter in the Privy CJouncil, whea your ExoeUeapy must be 
present, than now when we are met by ourselves. To 
which the Cheif Justice answa^ something, as to Uie 
Pow«* of the House of Lords, with respect to ftivy Coim- 
dllors at the same time Members of their house, ^^lioh 
as I did not imderstand how he applied it to the preaait 
case I cannot repeat. But my reason for sasring this 
enquiry was more proper for the Privy Council was, 
That in the present case we are all parties, but in the 
Privy Council your Excellency could judge betweai us: 
Your Excellency from your own knowledge could judge 
of the Truth or Falsity of it, as you are indiffirent be- 
tween us. I likewise told th^n, that if they thought that 
there was anjrthing in that Paragraph, that by Mistake 
or unguarded expression, threw any unjust ReflectioQ 
on the Council, I would join fredy with th^u in doing 
justice to every one, if the propw steps were tak^i for 
that purpose: but I did neither confess nor acknowledge 
in the manner set forth in that publication, and that 
minute was drawn up and published without being com- 
municated to me. I think it not fair to repeat in so 
solemn a manner as that of a Representaticm from the 
Council, any extempore and unpremeditated expressions^ 
that any person may use without giving him an opor- 
tunity to e:q)lain them or excuse them; yet, from their 
example, I think I may on this occasion be allowed to tel 
your excellency, that the Cheif Justice in this Ddi>ate 
said. That some of the Coimcil of this Province, and 
named M'' PhiUipse, had been removed from the Council 
by a false representation made of his bemg a Jacobite. 
Tliis Gentleman was removed in the first year of M' 
Bumets Administration, and tho I then lived in this 
Province, and have been in it ever since, this is the first 
time I ever heard of this reason for that G^itlemans 
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removal I do not know what Representation M' 
Burnet made to the King, whidi occasioned that Gentle- 
man removal; but, I have heard, and I believe it to be 
true, that it was for a misdemeanor of whidi proof was 
made, and which then was not doubted to be true, and 
which perhaps can at this time be proved to be true, it 
was known to so many persons at that time: and I believe 
the truth of what I now say may appear from Papers in 
the Office of the Lords Commissioners for trade, or in the 
Secretary of States Office. How the Cheif Justice came 
to make the assertion he then made I know not, but if I 
be allowed to follow these Gentl^nens example, in form- 
ing conjectures of other peopels intentions, it might have 
been with intention to raise a jealoucy among the Mem- 
bars of his Majesties Council, of some such base design 
at this time: and it is well known, that insinuations of 
this kind will influence weak minds, that are not capable 
of judging of the merits of the Matter in debate, and may 
prejudice those who are more capable What other 
motive could induce the Cheif Justice to speak in this 
manner at this time, I must confess that I cannot imag- 
ine, and I must leave it to your Excellency to judge, 
whether this Surmise that I make be with or without 
Sufficient groimd. I think it the more necessary to take 
notice of this in the Cheif Justice, because I believe, that 
this and sudi like false suggestions have been the prin- 
cipal means, by which Many, in both the Council and 
Assembly, have been latly prevailed upon on several 
occasions. In the last place I must observe to your 
Excellency, that the method, which these Gentlemen 
have taken to censure this Paragraph, cannot be 
justified by any precedents in Parliament (unless it 
were in the worst of times when tha^ was a settled 
design to distroy the Constitution of Govenmient) 
thus to apply to the People by publication, with- 
out any address or application to your Excellency, or to 
any other superior Authority, who have a right to judge 
in matters of this kind: and after they had thus endeav- 
oured to prejudice the minds of the People then to apply 



Digitized by 



Google 



344 THE GOLDEN PAPERS— 174^1747 

to your Exodlenoy. Sudi Methods are at all tunes 
(except where op^i resistenoe becomes necessary) lookt 
on as dangax)us to and destructive of good Govenunoit, 
and are less excuseable in those employed in the Admin- 
istration th^i in othws. 

I am tniely Surprised with the next diarge against 
me^ in the representation made by these G^itlemen, that 
I advised your Excellency not to lay the Proceedings of 
Coimcil at Albany before the C!oimcil at New Ycnrk, ac- 
cording to 3^our Excellencys Dedaraticm. What your 
Excellency's Declaration was I know not^ being absent^ 
but I must appeal to your Excellency whitha* I ever at 
any time give such advice as these Gentlttnen insinuate^ 
or have given the least ground for this assaiion; neither 
can I imagine to what purpose sudi advice could be given, 
since these minutes w&re afta^wards, as I believe, lodged 
in the Secretarys office as usuaL 

While your Excellency was at Albany you had vari- 
ous affairs, and you was oblidged to employ your Secre- 
tary in mudi writing, who was deprived of the assistance 
of a Clerk, whome your Excellency carried to Albany for 
the purpose, by the Clerks being taken side and returning 
to New York. For this reason your Secretary had not 
time to fill up the Minutes with the Copies of scmie 
papers, which were referred to in them, but left blanks 
for their being inserted afterwards. These Pi4)ers were 
in your Excell^icy's Custody. You told me aft^ my 
return to New York, that, in the hiury of puting up your 
papers when you left Albany, you had misplaced one 
ntiaterial papa: which was to be inserted in the Minutes, 
and that you had been searching for it, but could not find 
it: and I knew no oih&r reason for the delay in depositiog 
the Minutes of Council at Albany in the Secretarys office 
but this. Your Excellency had been absent about three 
Months from your family. The Assembly was to meet 
in a few dajrs after your return, and you had all the 
ntiatters to prepare which were to be laid before than, 
Before your Excellency could do this you was taken dan- 
gerously ill, and by these means you could not look over 
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the numerous papers you had brou^t with you from 
Albany » m quest of that paper whidi was mii^laced; but 
as I informed your Excellency that the Gentlemen of the 
Council intertained some Jealousy of the reason why the 
papers were not lodged in the Se<aretarys office, your 
Excellency was prevailed on, before you was well recov- 
ered, to search for that paper; and as soon as it was 
found, so far as I know, all the papers were deposited in 
the Secretarys Office. 

I come now to a very memorable transaction of a 
Committee of Council in whidi I own I di£Fered mudi in 
(pinion frx)m the other Gentlemen of the Council, which 
occasioned some debate between them and me: but I 
think it an unusual hardship put upon me, by the Rep- 
resentation of these Gentlemen, to be put to answer for 
extempore words, used in the heat of debate, when the 
words were not taken down in writing, and excepted to 
at the time; but at two Months time afterwards th^ are 
excepted to, when it may be impossible for me to recollect 
the occasion of my speaking them: and I must charge 
this method of proceeding as both unusuall and imfair, 
and tho I be at present under a very great disadvantage, 
by my being in the Country hare by myself, without any 
assistance to recollect things paat so long sinoe, now above 
3 months, and to answer the studied and premeditated 
cfaaiige of two Judges and a noted Attorney, assisted with 
the memories of others, who perhaps do not imdarstand 
for what piupose their memories are made use of, I trust 
to the force of truth, and to your Excellencys candour 
in judgeing. For this purpose I must give your Excel- 
I^cy an accoimt of several facts, which these Gentlemra 
have thou^t fit to omit, I even p«:Bwade myself that 
when your Excellency observes, at what pains these 
Gentlemen are to recollect evay casual word that I have 
any time Spoke, and the artificial turns given to my 
words, that you wiU think they are at some loss to find 
real causes of complaint against me, and this observation, 
BO obvious thro' the whole of their diarge, gives me a 
good deal of confidence in making my defence. 
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But to return to matters of fact The Committee of 
Council (for a Council of state when your Excell^ic^ is 
not present I do not understand) taking into considou- 
tion your Excell^icy's reference to them for advice (more 
properly than message) since your indispositicm rendered 
you uncapable of being present. It was objected, that 
they could not give an opinion, without previously know- 
ing what ord^B your Excellenoy had given to Coll: 
Roberts the commanding Officer of the New levied forces 
in this Province. To this I answ^^, that I did not 
know; that we had the ri^t to demand a particular 
account of your Excellency's orders to the Army, and of 
every Military interprise that your Excellaicy Aould 
think proper to imdertake : and from the nature of things 
it is impossible, and would be highly inconvenient that 
every enterprise of the Army should be first debated in 
a Council of State, by men who have no pret^isions to 
Military knowledge, at a 100 or 200 miles distance from 
the Army: at least these were my sentiments at that 
time, and these Gent*" give no reason to make me alter 
my opinion. I said that whatever the orders were, tho 
never so necessary, it was plain from his Excellency's 
references and CoU: Roberts letter; they could not be 
executed while the Commissiona*s withheld the provi- 
sbns. But as they insisted, that the orders to Coll: 
Roberts must be previously known, and that they could 
not give an opinion without knowing these orders, I had 
nothing more to say, than to desire them to put this 
down as a reason why they could not give an opinicm. 
I do not rememba: anything as to the minutes of Council, 
that their not being communicated came into debate, 
but as it is usual for men, who design to perplix to bring 
in Matters foreign to the debate, it is not improbable 
that something of that kind might then be talkt of, tho 
at present I do no rememba: it. And as it had been 
insisted on that the Gentlemen of the Council, who 
attended your Excellency at Albany, were only a Com- 
mittee of Council, probably I have denyed it: for in the 
case your Excellency could have no advice of Council, 
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till the opini(m of this Committee of approved of in 
Council, Upon this Suppositbn, a Majority of the Mem- 
bers of Council may refuse at any time to att^id your 
Excellenqy, and set up an independent Authority, and 
say, that your Excellency and the Memb^B who attend 
you have no right to proceed on any business, but what 
is refared to your Excellency by the Majority. And I 
must continue in this opinion, while I thmk the other 
opinion directly contrary to our Constitution, and till 
th^ give me reason to alter it whidi as yet they have 
not attempted. But however this be, it appears by their 
own representation, that what they thought your Excel- 
lency ought to have communicated to them, and was 
properly under debate, was your Excellencys orders to 
Coll Roberts. I remember very well that the Questicm 
mentioned in the Representation, reiq)ecting these ord^B, 
were askt me, and that they were askt by M** Murray 
and the Questions were put by him personally to me, 
and his words were not directed to the Chairman, and in 
that case, I was in the right to say I would not answer 
his Questions, even tho his Questions had been pertinent, 
and otherwise ought to have been answered, which in this 
case I am humbly of opinion they ware not For, as by 
the Constitution of this Govmment in case of accidents, 
the command of these forces might devolve on me, your 
Excellenqy may have very cogent reasons to communi- 
cate to me, matt^B relating to the Army, which you may 
not think proper to commimicate to others: but even 
supposing the case otherwise, and that your Excellency 
thought proper to commimicate any thing to me, whidi 
you did not think proper to conmiimicate to the others, it 
was certainly my Duty to keep the Secret; and if they 
think they have a right to know it, they ou^t to demand 
it of your Excellency, which was all that I insisted on. 
After the Committee of the Council had gon throu^ 
all the heads of their report, except the third Paragraph, 
M** Cheif Justice, who happened to set next me, entered 
into conversation with me, while the Clerk was taking 
doun the heads agreed on for a report about the Winter 
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Camp, an expression in your ExodleQC^'s Speech to the 
Aflsembly. On this I said, he oould form no Judgement 
of it till he was informed of the nature of that Camp, 
and the purpose for which it was designed: and after a 
few words the conversation ceased, but it is inrobable 
the others overheard what passed betwe^i the Chief 
Justice and me. After this the Ckirk read over the heads 
which, he had taken doun, and it was ordered that M^ 
Horamanden, the Chairman of the Committee, should 
draw up the report in form from these heads, and send 
his report next day to all the Members present, and if 
th^ seva*ally aproved of it to sign it, and deliv^* it to 
your Excellenqy. Now in the heads read over by the 
Clerk, there was not one word rdating to any thing in 
the ^ 3^ Paragraph and when the Clerk brou^t the re- 
port to me next day for my perusid I objected to that 
third paragraph as no part of the heads agreed to by the 
Committee for their report, to which he answared, / told 
M' Hanmanden that I believed you would object to that 
part, and then I bid him carry it back to M' HcNsnan- 
den, and tell him that I object to that part as no part 
agreed to by the Committee, and I expected that M^ 
Horamanden, as Chairman would have desired the Com- 
mittee to meet again to put the Question out of Diq)ute, 
but he without calling the Committee signed the repori 
and delivered it to your Excellency. Your Excdlenqr 
may remember, that when this report was read in Coun- 
cil, I objected to this Paragraph for the reasons I have 
already set forth, and appealed to the Cletk fw the 
truth, who I suppose had the heads agreed to then to 
produce in evidence of what I asserted. But the Gaitl&- 
men then present thought proper to rise up one after 
another; and positively to assert that this Paragrfq)h was 
agreed to in the Committee, and said that the Clerk was 
not to be heard in Contradiction to them. But not with- 
standing of this, I positively affirm the Fact to be as I 
have related it And I sbaU add one reason mcure for con- 
firming it. That as in your Excellency's written ref err^ioe 
and in CoU: Roberts his letters, and in any papa* le- 
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furred to that Committee, there was not one word of a 
Winter Camp, or of the dispositicm intended to be made 
Of the Foroee, that Paragraph oould not in any propriety 
be made a part of the Report, The dispute here related 
only to the truth of a Matter of Fact> and justice requires 
Truth to be sacred in all public enqueries, and therefore, 
when the publick Character of the person concerned in 
this debate is considered, it y&ry mudi concerns his 
Majesties justice, and the safety of every man in this 
province, that people do not put their Confidence only 
in power and number, without any r^ard to truth, and 
I earnestly desire that this matter may be strictly en- 
quired into, for I doubt not before impartial judges, the 
force of truth in this case will be greats than that of 
power or numbers. 

Your Excellency in answer to that part of the report, 
whidi reflected on your Excellency's not conmiunicating 
to them the Transactions at Albany, took notice, that 
the Gentlemen of the Council at New York had taken 
upon themselves the administration both civil and mili- 
tary, that tho you had been so long returned to this place, 
they had made no report to you of their proceedings, and 
that two dajrs after th^ Imew you was returned, the 
Officers of the Militia had been served with their orders, 
and which had never been commimicated to you. On 
which you made some observations, and directed that 
what you then said should be entered on the minutes. 
On which some of the Gentlemen acknowledged their 
error, and prayed that your Excellency would not wder 
any entry to be made. On which I moved that the Coun- 
cil would likewise take back their report, which had given 
occasion to those remarks on their conduct made by 
your Excellenqy which being agreed to your Excellency 
then told them how desirous you was to have a good 
understanding with them, and that you would at all times 
be pleased with their giving their advice freely either 
jointly as a Council or sep^utely as th^ should think 
best. Upon which I was in hopes all things would have 
been restored to a harmony but how differently things 
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turned out is too well known to your ExoeUency for to 
make it necessary tor me to repeat But I do not r^nem- 
bar, and I positively d^iy, that I made any promise that 
any Papers of any kind ehould be laid b^ore the Com- 
mittee, neither can I imagine what could induce me to 
make such promise, if I had, since no public piq)^^ were 
in my hands, ncur did I at any time concern msrself aa 
to what pap^^s your Excellency should think pr(^)ar to 
lay before the Council, neither do I at this time know, 
what papars your Excellency has put into the Secretary's 
office. 

As to your Excellenqjrs Speech, Messages and Proro- 
gation of the Gen^ Assembly, I shall only say, that your 
ExceUaicy told me that you had advised with the Cheif 
Justice and the Speaker of the Assembly, both as to the 
Speech it self, and as to the mann^ of sliding it by rea- 
son of your indisposition, and I must leave it to your 
Excellency to say what advice they give you. I have 
been for a longer time in the Council than any in it, I do 
not remember thay any Governor advised with the Coim- 
cil as to his Speedi and Messages or as to Prorogations. 
This is a part of the Prwogative lodged with the Gov- 
ernor solely and I believe these Gentlemen can give no 
instances to the Contrary, except vary lately, when de- 
igns, aa I apprehend, were on foot prejudicial to the 
Constitution as established by his Miyesties Commission 
to the Governors in Cheif of this Province. 

As to the reason why your Excellaicy did not com- 
municat to the Council the Minutes of the Conunission- 
ers for Indian affairs, giving an account of Hendridc 
the Indiana's transactions in Canada, I can truely say, I 
know as little of this matter as any of them can pretend 
to, and I believe much less than some of them: because 
they know them to be of importance, which I do not 
But I am at no loss to discover the reason why your 
Excellency could not take that affair under your con- 
sideration at that time. Your Excellency had drawn 
Bills for vary large Sums, for engaging the friaidship of 
the Indians, and for defraying the expences of the expe- 
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dition intended against Canada, whidi the Assembly of 
this Province had refused to undertake, You was then 
making up your Accounts, and writing your letters, when 
the Ships for England were to Sul in a few days, And 
this is so obvious and well known that these Gentlemen 
may be ashamed to say they are at a loss to discov^ it 
and at the same time it too evidently shows how desir- 
ous they are to throw blame on me 

May it please your Excell^icy 

It is impossible for me to give any answer to the 
genaral allegations made by these Gentlemen, without 
the least proof, that all the diflFerences which have lately 
happened have been occasioned by my ill advice, and that 
there was a parfect harmony betwe^i your Excellency the 
Council and the Assembly till that time, which they 
imagine that I intermedled in the publick affairs. I must 
submit to your Excellency's own knowledge as to this 
A I make no doubt your Excellency will at least give me 
this testimony, that I was vay sensible of the difficulties 
that would arise in consequences of the measures which 
your Excellency enclined to follow, and that I took upon 
me to give no advice but what was at your Excellenqys 
repeated desire, in such manner as I could not refuse 
consistently with my Duty. Your Excellency can best 
teU, whether I had any hand, or was so much as privy to 
the real cause of all the differences, which have lately 
happened in this province, Wheth^ every remarkable 
differences had not arisen before I came to town, while 
I was as these Gentlemen say attending my ordinary 
Domestick affairs in the Country, Whether before that 
time a Stop was not put to the zeal which the Assembly 
had expressed for contributing liberally towards the 
Expences of the Expedition. Your Excellency can best 
tell (since these Gcoitlemen own that I was then only 
minding my privit affairs) Who and what measures were 
the principal occasions of this, and of several other great 
difficulties your Excellency was unexpectedly thrown 
into in the publick administration of affairs, when you 
was engaged in matters of the greatest impcH^tance, and 
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that Hiese things had hi^pened before your Exoe]]eQ<7 
required my attaidanoe in Council, and when it is not 
presumed I had any share in than. I have only given 
my assistance to extricate your Excellenqr from the diffi- 
culties, which were laid in your way, in order to perplex 
the publick affairs, and my having had some success in 
this> and preventing the Slur which was designed to be 
thrown on your Excellencys reputation, I am convinced, 
you are well satisfied is the real cause of all the resent- 
ment which has fallen upon me. 

And on this occasion I hope your Excellency will par- 
don me, if I remind you of what you seemed lately very 
sensible, that all the difficulties you have met with are 
owing to the advice your Excellency received, at your 
first coming to this place, by whidi you give up those 
powers in Government^ by whidi former Govamors pre- 
served the Authority and Dignity of their office, and 
tha^by give some designing mai the hopes of making 
your Excellency, and all future Governors meer depaid- 
ents on a Faction. Your Excellency is now sensible how 
dangerous these concessions have proved to his Majesties 
Authority in the hands of his Governors, and may hare- 
after inrove to the dependency of this Ptovince on the 
Grown, and it is truely the struggle for powa in a Fac- 
tion that is the real cause of all the imeasiness whidi has 
happend to your Excellency and of this the gai»ality 
of the People in this Province are truely saisible. Your 
Excellency will paceive from some things^ whidi I have 
been obliged on this occasion to write in my own defaioe, 
that I have been so far from giving your Excellency an 
ill impression of these Gentlemen, that I have concealed 
things from you that mi^t greatly have served for that 
purpose had it been my design. 

I shall not attempt to give any return to the wit, with 
which that performance is imbellished because the wit 
only serves to diew the true disposition of mind and the 
rancour with which the Author writes: neitha do I envy 
him, this peculiarity, by whidi he allwise distinguishes 
and makes himself known, in putting the worst and moat 
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unnatural construction on words that it is poeidble th^ 
can bear. 

On the whole I think I may be allowed to say^ that 
it is an invidious Misrepresentation of Facts, and how- 
ever the Author may have endeavoured to cover his Envy 
it at last breaks openly forth in the last Paragraph save 
one In the following words. 

AP Colden has told the world in print of his bem^ 
the next person to your Excellency in the Administration, 
We shaU not make any reflections on this circumstance. 
But leave your Excellency to consider, Whether it may{ 
not be his Interest to embroil your ExceUencys avoirs, 
and Distract your Administration, the consequence of 
which may be his getting the Reins of Oovemment into 
his own hands, and here perhaps your Excellency nuq^ 
find that which was intended to be a reflection on others: 
One of those artfuU and designing Men who haw privit 
views. 

What M' Golden, as they say, has told the wwld in 
prints I suppose must referr, to page 0^ of your Excel- 
lenQr's Treaty with the Indians, when last at Albany, 
which in the printed account thereof is said to be intro- 
duced as follows 

His Excellency our Oovemor having been taken HI, 
and as yet not so weXL recovered as that he can safely 
come broad, has ordered me {being the next person to 
him in the Administration) to speak to you in his name, 
which I shall do in the same words which he designed to) 
have spoke had he not been prevented by sickness. 

Tho I cannot dear myself from my share of vanity, 
a Weed which is observed to grow luxuriantly in an 
American soil, yet any one with a moderate share of 
oondour would put a favourable construction on M' 
Colden telling the Indians pn the occasion of his speak- 
ing to them in a publick Treaty, that he was the next 
person to the Governor in the Administration, as it 
shewed his Excellences respect to the Indians, and like- 
wise give the greater Gredit to what was said. It seemed 
reasonable to tell the Indians why your Excellency had 
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made dioice of Mr. Golden, rather than an oihet, A I 
must leave it to this Author of Wit and Penetration to 
give a better reason for the choice, because I cannot give 
any other; and I believe it was the true reason. Why 
this come to be {Hinted I can give no other reason, but 
things were to be told truely as they were, and if it be 
considered, that ev&ry man in this Province knew that 
I am the fibrst in the Council, or the next in the Adminis- 
tration as certainly before this publication as afterwards, 
I could not have my vanity much encreased by it. But 
what follows in the Paragraph appears too op»ly invid- 
eous, wh^i in the whole Representaticm they have not 
been able to give one instance of my stirring up Dissoes- 
sions and Diffirences among the Branches of the L^ida- 
ture to lay so heavy a charge without one proof is some- 
thing very eirtraordinary in men of their Publick Qiarao- 
ter, and then likewise to insinuate to your Excellency, 
that I design to Supplant you, without the least colour to 
support it, I know not how anjrthing like this could be 
defended among Gentlem^i in common conversation, 
mudi less in so solemn a representation, wha^ein th^ 
value themselves for their mod^tition in their censure 
of me. 

For, as to all the instances given in this Representar 
tion, they only relate to differences between these Gen- 
tlemen and myself, and no wise concern your Excellency 
and the other Branches of the Legislature. Have I not 
then much reason from this representation to charge some 
of them, with a design to Supplant me, in any expectation 
I may have of the Administration devolving into my 
hands after 20 years Service in his Majesties Council 
here. 

I have one comfort under all these heavy diarges^ 
that as your Excellency knows well all the pubUdc 
Transactions, and knows better than any other what 
advice I have presumed at any time to give you, your 
Excellency can be a true and indisputable Witness be- 
tween these Gentlemen and me. And as I have reason to 
apprehend, that tho this re^Ni'esentation was made to 
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your ExoeUency, it ia designed to take effect (if possible) 
in some other place, wha^ the truth of Facts cannot be so 
well known, and where they hope their numba: will be 
reckoned as a number of Witnesses in evidence of the 
truth I must appeal to your Excellency in my own vindi- 
cation, and I doubt not you will do the justice of telling 
the truth. That this is the view of these Gentlemen in 
their representation, I think is evident from the time in 
whidi th^ have chosen to make it. I was above two 
Months at New York, during which time I was as they 
say sowing Dissention between your Excellency and the 
other Branches of the Legislature, I was misleading your 
Excellenqy with design to Supplant you, I stayed ten 
days after the Prorogation of the Assembly, yet in all 
that time they did not warn your Excellency against 
these, as they pretend, mischeivous designs; but diose 
to give in their representation, aft^ I was gon into the 
Coimtry at above Sixty miles from New York, and when 
all oonmiunication was cut off between my house and 
the Town. 

But notwithstanding of all this^ the confid^ioe I have 
in the Penetration of his Majesties Ministers, if they can 
have time only to read over the publick transactions since 
the 6^ of Jime, the time since which they say that your 
Excellency received advice frx)m me. What your Excel- 
lenqy has don for his Majesties service since that time, 
Your Excellences Speech & Message, the Representsr 
tions of Assembly and of these Members of Coimcil, and 
the Resolves of Assembly in answer to your Messages I 
am persuaded no doubt can remain with them from 
whence all these publick differences arise. A Scene will 
open to them not only of opressing the Innocent by meer 
power and number, but likewise of blasting the Reputa- 
tion of his Majesties Servents, in the hi^est Station in 
this Province in the faithfull performance of their Duty. 
And I hope his Majesties Ministers will think it incum- 
bent on them, to give an effectual chedc to such designs of 
a Faction, as have a natural Tendency to distroy the pub- 
lick safety and security of the Province, and the private 
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safety of every person in it^ and I will take the liberiy 
to say, that if something be not at this time don to give 
the power of this Faction a check, few if any in this 
Ptovince will after this run the hazard of giving th^n 
any opposition. 

On this occasion I think it my duty to take notice to 
your Excellency of sevaral scandelous pi4)ers, published 
by the publick Printer, who is in the pay of this Govern- 
ment> reflecting in sudi manner on your ExodleacfB 
Administaration, that Strangers may be apt to imagine^ 
that the course of the law is at jH^esent shut up, and the 
Province is subject to Military Law and execution, than 
whidi nothing can be m(»*e false and nothing more effec- 
tual to alienate the minds of the People from their Duty. 
I believe it will be difficult to assign any reason for this 
Printer depending on the Government, thus daring to 
publidi in open defiance of the Administration, but the 
confid^ice he has in the power of a Faction. Pleas to 
see the New York weekly Post Boy published since I 
left the town of the 16^ and 29** of Dec' for proof of 
what I now say 

Being informed that the last Vissel, widch is to go in 
this Seascm for England is ready to sail about this time, 
I am oblidg^ to hurry myself in makeing this answer; 
that if possible it may reach your Excell^ic^s hands 
before that Vissel saiL And therefore I must beg of your 
Excellracy to excuse any inacciuracy, or other defect^ 
which may appear in it, and which perhaps I mi^t have 
avoided, had more time been allowed me. With confi- 
d^ice therefore in your Excellenqy's Candour and Jus- 
tice, this my Defence is humbly submitted to your Excel- 
lences judgement by 



From Oovemor Oeorge Clinton 

jj^^ gjj. New York 22 Jan' 1746/7 

I had y* favour of yours this Evining together w** 
your answer to y* Council Representation, whidi I diaJl 
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9eaid home by d^f" Hilton who is a going directly away 
in a ship to Bdfast Catherwood has been gone this 22 
dajrs <& am in hopes he is by this time pritty nigh Eng- 
landy by whome I have given all caution I could to Guard 
against imfair practices^ and as to their repres^tation 
it will fling them on their own backs^ I must refer you to 
M' Keaedy for news having been v«y mudi out of OTder 
ever since I think you left us, & don't believe I have 
shown out but once Since. 

I can only assure you as you entered voUontarly with 
me & took my part against a Hau^ty Insolen^t sett of 
people you may be assiml I will niver drop you, whidi 
I have given good proofs of by my lett^ I have sent 
home for your Interest & some of y^ Friends, I have just 
received some letta^ from CoU^ Johnson but my head 
ackes so much I am not able to read them, 

Our Compliments wait on you & your family being 
very Senoerely 

ly Sir 

Your faiihfuU 

& Obedient Servant 

GiK) Clinton 



From Archdbald Kennedy 

Jan^ 23* 1746/7 
Dear Sir 

I received yours of the 28***, and did as you bid me. 
Your answer was thou^t a little too warm, and that 
about the Gova:' giving up too mudi of his pow^ fittar 
for a iHivate advice, than to appear in publick. How- 
ever as there was an opportunity of sending it this day 
By Capt Hilton bound to London via Belfast I was of 
opinion it i^oud goe to M** Catha*wood but not to goe 
out of his hands and only to use such extracts as may be 
thou^t necessary, you will I believe have time ^lou^ 
by Shatford to soften things, and leave that part outy 
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the Govemour is not very well and I believe has not read 
ity the ship being to sail at 2 o'clock. We have no man- 
ner of newes besides that the Bostone^ns seem to press the 
expedition against Crown point, which is absolutely im- 
practicable this wint^. I hope we shall see the 3^ of 
March. In the mean time we wish you and yours all 
happiness bemg sincarely Dear Sir 

very much Yours 

Arch^ Kennedy 

[Indoned] 

To 
Cadwallahb CQunN 

Etqr 
ftt ColdiDi^iam. 



From Archibald Kennedy 

9^ Feb: 1746/7 
Dear Sir 

I had your favour of the 27th of Jan'^. I am glad we 
hitt upon the i»roper use of your answer, as the Govemour 
never read it, being at that time much out of order, and 
Hilton just upon goeing I should think a copy for him 
to make what use he pleased of it (by Shatford it can- 
not goe, for he will certainly sail in a day or two) would 
not be amiss. We have had but one Council I think 
since you left us, the subject at least of our meetings has 
only been about sending off the french jmsoners and 
attacking Crown point, which we have reported, accord- 
ing to our Opinion, impracticable this winter, at cme of 
those committees M"" H*" made a discovery of whidi he 
was not a little fond, vizt. In the minutes it was incerted. 

This day His Excelly laid before the Council the 
transactions at albany read, and ord^^ to be watered 
upon the Minutes and a few days agoe after makeing our 
report M' M^ moved for a committee to enquire upon 
oath how that minut came thare, they imagine I supose, 
it was either you, or the Gover ordered it. parturiunt 
montes. You see the spirit still subsists, But as you 
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have put your hand to the plou^ give me leave to add 
two or three more latin words tu ne cede malis, sed contra 
audentior ito. I hope we shall see some time before 
the assembly Sitts. M"" Shirley it is said is agoeing home. 
M" Murray very sick from cold catched at an assembly 
wh»^ Miss and M' Clinton mett with indifferent treat- 
ment. Upon whidi account, I hear Cap^ Scot is out at 
court, His affair with Miss Montgomerie amuses the 
young folks, and further this — sail^ not, only I am to 
assure you we are with truth IK Doctor 

Yours 

Ilndoraed] ArCH^ EbnnSDT. 

To 
Gadwaulaihb Cqubbn Ek^ 
of Coldinghani 



From Oovemor Oeorge Clinton 
Sir 

I have been so hurried about Crown point, furnish- 
ing ye Troops at Albany, and my dispatch by a vessell to 
En^and, y^ I really had not time to answer y^ favour 
of yoiu^ by a person y^ came from your parts, as the 
time draws nigh for business your friends would be glad 
to see you In town perticulary myself & should be glad 
you would come as soon as you can convenently, standing 
much in need of y' assistance, I have had several hints 
given me how easie things mi^t go if I did so & so, but 
I have rejected it with disdain, but I was always brou^t 
up in the Principill of Honoiu* & you may depend on it 
Sir I niver premiss but I keep my wonl, I hope M" 
Golden will excuse my drawing you from hw, but Neces- 
sity haa no Law M" Clinton & I joyn In compliments 
to self & family & I beg you will beleive me to be with 
great Sincerity Sir 

Your faithfull friend 
& Servant 

G Clinton 
New York 20^ Feb^ 
1746/7 
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CadvHiUader Colden to Governor George CUnton 
[Copy] 



Feb^ 23* 1746/7 



\r 



S' 

I am Borry that the season at this time r^id^B it im- 
practicable to travil either by land or Water otherwise 
I should have shown what r^ard I have to your Excd- 
lenp/s Commands by the most speedy obedience All 
the Brooks have been so hi^ by the last thaw when 
th^re waa a great quantity of snow upon the Ground 
that the Bridges in most places are carried away & at 
the same time the hollowness of the Ground from tlie 
frost makes travelling on horseback exceedingly danger- 
ous till the ground Settles. The river is not as yet pass- 
able from the ice But both these obstructions I hoi>6 
will soon be removed & I expect it will be as soon prac- 
ticable to go by Water as by land. So that I hope in ten 
days or a fortni^ts time of doing my Duty at New York. 

I am of Opinion that it may be advisable to prorogue 
the Assembly further for a fortni^t because I believe 
business will go heavily till we have some news relating 
to this province affairs from En^and neither c»q a suffi- 
cient number be expected to meet at this time & if letters 
be sent to the several counties requiring the Repres^ita- 
tives to meet punctually at the day to which your EbccelF 
shall think proper neither to prorogue the Assembly I 
believe they will be as soon able to go upon Business as 
by their meeting at the time to which ^e Assembly ia 
at present prorogued But this opinion is only founded 
upon what knowledge I have of the present state of 
affairs & from an opinion that there is no use for the 
meeting of the assembly but to make further supply of 
provisions for the new levies after the first of May If 
your Excell'' have other reasons for meeting them early 
I can give no opinion but I doubt not of your Excellencjrs 
forming a proper Judgement if you place no confidence 
where you have all the reason in the world not to do it 
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Thay have a very ^roneous opinion of your Excellenqr^B 
understanding who think they can perswade you to trust 
them who have abused your confidence in the most gross 
manner & aiiear the stix)nge8t obligations that could be 
laid on men & even to condescend to such an abject con- 
fidence in those people aa to put it out of your own power 
af t^^ards to receive in any cause assistance from any 
other person. The attempt to perswade your Excellency 
to this can only proceed from the weakness of their 
Judgement accompanied with an excessive vanity in 
their opinion of themselves. 

Your Excellency need not doubt of my entire confi- 
dence in your Honour I have good reason for such con- 
fidence since I know not that upon any occasion you have 
given groimd to any person to suspect it Your errors 
have proceeded from an opinion that others were acted 
by the came principle of Honor The reputation of your 
noble family the most signal reputation of your Brother 
in point of Honour & your Conversation all your life till 
you came to this CJountry with men of honour give the 
strongest assurances that can be given I desire your 
Excellencgr's favour no longer than you pwceive that 
I act ¥dth the utmost sinc^ty & Iruth if at any time I 
mistake by an error in my Judgement I hope for your 
Excellences pardon when I readily acknowledge it & 
do all in my power to rectify the mistake. My wife I 
believe cannot avoid intertaining some uneasiness at my 
leaving my family so early in the spring after so long 
an absence last Summer & fall but the reason of it I hope 
will make her submit contentedly She and all of my 
family desire to have their Duty to your Excellency & 
your Lady acceptable & we beg your Excellency to make 
our Compliments to Capt° Clinton & Miss Clinton, I 
shall wait on your Excellency as soon as travilling to New 
York becomes practicable I am 

To His Excellency Ac Your Excellenp/s 
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From John Bartram 

March y* &^ 1746/7 
Dear & esteemed Friend Golden 

I have sev^*all times read thy agreable lett» of 
January y* 27*^ with A deal of pleasures & notwithstand- 
ing I love to hear often from thee; yet was so far from 
harboming any censure that I was very much Ck>ncemed 
for thee & thy dear spouse & children on y* account of 
y^ apprehention of y* near approach of y^ Canadians; 
& y* damage thay did in y* neighbourhood of Albany 
which as often as I heard of I was uneasy perticularly 
for thee & thine. 

thy relation of y* good effect of Mad^'a wine in y* fever 
at Albany puts me in mind of y* imediate reliefe I found 
by it when I was seised with A fever & painful loosness 
with suddain prostration of sta^ngth; by Susquehana at 
a house of plenty of either food or Phisick & other neces- 
saries y^ good woman would needs give me A dram of 
what she called A Cordial which I suppose mi^t be good 
of its kind but very disagreeable to me after whidi she 
urged me to take some Madera wine I tould her to put 
two spoonful in A pint of cold water & thro A hot burn- 
ing crust into it; I sipped most of it leasurly with A 
spoon but before I had quite finished it I found A cesaa- 
tion of that turbulent motion in my bowels & such an 
imiversal quiet that I could hardly hold my eys op^i I 
desired to go to bed where I sweat freely & slept quiet 
for several hours & then arose & walked about y^ planta- 
tion, at night rested well next day being prety hearty I 
eat two freely at dinner on roast & boiled flesh; then set 
out & rode 10 mile to another house, but my feavour A 
painfull looseness returned upon me grievously; before 
night, & next morning was stil worse when I set out tor 
directly home y* fever thirst A painfull loosaiess stil 
Continuing; this day I travailed near 40 miles & called 
at y^ taverns to get some madera wine but they said 
they had none; at my lodgings I asked for some thay 
brought me some black berry wine but it seemed very 
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disagreeable & instead of uniting friendly with my q>irit8 
as y^ Madera wine had done it raised A Pertubation* 
this was y* first time I knowed y* mataial difference 
betwixt our home made wines & y* Madera Next day I 
reached home & soon got some Madera which seemed 
to refresh me. 

I have received but one letter frc«n Gronovius since I 
sent the account of those plants that is to bear our 
names: & that contained y* names of several kinds of 
fosils which I sent him 

Peter CoUinson sent in my packet A pamphlet treating 
of y* northern ligjits; & A paper of y* changing of 
y* poles of y* loadstone; & y* steel magnets which I left 
to y* care of our friend franklin to send to thee directly 
I should esteem it as an extraordinary pleasure to be 
with thee on y* Cats kill mountains but these troublesome 
times is A great interuption to sudi agreeable amuse- 
m^its: if I should determine to go to them I shall surely 
send thee my intentions 

I suppose thee hath allready heard of y* Electrical ex- 
I>eriments which thay can so efectualy apply to A man as 
well as to many othar objects as to fill him so full of fire 
that if another man doth but put his finger to y* electri- 
fied person y* fire will fly out & strike that part whidi 
ai^roacheth nearest I take this to be y* most Surprise- 
ing Phoenomena that we have met with & is wholy in- 
comprehensible to thy friend 

John Babtram. 

[lodoned] 

To 
Doctor Cadwalamb Ccums 

These 
BYee B FuAUfMuoi 



From Oovemor Oeorge Clmton 

New Yobk 11*^ March 1747 
Sir 

I am favoiu^ with your letters of y* 19 Feb'^ & 2* 

Ins^ which I have been thinking how to answer to your 
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satisfaetion. I am p^ecUy Satisfied that you have 
eDdeavoured to serve His Maj^ & me with Zetl & Sin- 
writy, & y^ none but Partys in opposition to all good 
Govoimient cou'd find fault with the measures y^ were 
taken by your advice, But you see by y* indosed eztraet 
of S' P Warrens letter to me by y* last Ship, how far thos 
measures have been confined at home, and to what 
lengths he carrys it. Can this inroceed from any thing 
but a misrepresentation of Facts whereby the unexpected 
change has happened, & I have reason to believe that 
my letters have been intercepted on misccHistroud to His 
Grace by S*" Peter who I find stik^ at nothing tor y^ sake 
of his own Interest & Friends, however prejudicial to 
mine. Therefor I am of opinion it hi^ly b^oves you 
to dear up this Point to His Grace either by Memorial 
or letter in ordar to blacken your evil accusers, the ship 
will sail in ab^ a Month & what ever you may think iNX>per 
to represent by y* oppertunity, I Aail take care to for- 
ward, I think some remarks woud be prop^ to be made 
upon S*" Peters letter in answer which letter I intend to 
send to the Duke & friends to show his Insolence. You 
may be assurd of all my Int«*est at this distance to sup- 
port you with my Friends, But it is a great misfortune to 
me y^ my agent continues indisposed, & so active a aae 
as S*" Peter to be on y* Spot, & have some reason to be- 
lieve others I depended on are bribed by S' Peter who 
had intirely my Nephews ear by my desire A pritty much 
follows their advice. Nevertheless this advantage shall 
niver induce me to restore the Scriblar to any part of 
his Employments let y* Consequraces be what it wilL 
I shoud be glad if you woud explain what power I have 
by my Commission & what you infer therefrom in case 
of my leaving the Province, or if I have a power either 
by my Commission or Instructions to lay aside y* i^ 
pointment, I may have directions to do it before I go, 
M"" AUexand^ has promised to give me his Sentiments 
thereon, at y* same time it will require very strong rea- 
sons to Support an act of this nature. 

M' NicoUs informs me y* he sends me y* votes of y* 
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present assembly whereby you will see how matters go, 
but I am det^mined not to pass any of their bill without 
being duly & properly considered & when I can discover 
y* Event of their Proceedings, I shall have recourse to y* 
opinion thereon, in y* Examining account bill th^ have 
altered y* CJommision" so far as to be y^ Members of y* 
City for y* time being, & sent to me to know if I had 
any objection to those Gentlemen being sent as well a 
y* others y* be appointed for cancelling y* bills of Credit 
and aa I did not care a farthing I sent them word I had 
none to show every body (as woud see) y^ I mett them 
intirely as New Memb^ I hear by all accounts th^re 
is a good deal of uneasiness amongst y* Faction, but I 
have been up till seven this morning with Kennedy 
Rutherfurd &c &c and my Family & Dancing at Roberts 
without even a blind*Fidler, when we drank your health 
with i>leasure & joyn in C!ompliments to you & family 
& am 

ly Sir 

Your friend & servant 

G. Clinton 



From John Rutherfurd 

Albany 17^ March 1747 
Dear Sir 

I^m glad to see by yours of the 11"^ Inst I have now 
the favour of that you are returned to New York, I wish 
you had passed the winta* there, for among many other 
things relating to our Forces here I think The Govemour 
has been very ill advised in not allowing us to assist The 
New England troops against Crown point. The Winter 
proved extremely favourable for such an attempt & The 
Troops very healthy & in good Spirits A wanting nothing 
but Indian shoes & stockings & some of them Wastcoats 
which could have been all got here in two or three days 
time. I'm in great hopes by the first Sloops now to hear 
from you the Contents of The Boston Packet whidi no 
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doubt will a little clear up the darkneas we're now in- 
volved in. Mrs Rutherfurd will be in New York in 3 
or 4 weeks however should anjrthing occur relateing to 
me before She arrives try to fix matt«*s as we proposed 
at parting. I don't wirte to His Excellency for leave to 
come down, as I could not be in New York without being 
in Council & if he inclined to have me there, to be sure 
he would let me know it; I did not trouble him with 
any letters this winter, there bdng nothing worth while 
but what 'twas the duty of His Lt Coll^ to inform him 
of & by what's past I know well he would have more 
regard to their Accounts of things than mine. I wcmder 
you say nothing of The Govemour's comeing up as he 
wrote to Mess^ Marshall & Collins, I fancy he has laid 
aside thou^ts of it again at least untill he hears from 
England. Pray what's to be done with the Pensilvania 
Maryland & Virginia Companys not yet Regimented, 
who do you think will be impowered to name their field 
Officers, If Gov' Clinton could be prevailed on, upon 
your Account to aimex my Company to them I would 
push hard for The CoU^ Commission as I'm assured by 
Govemour Shirley & Govemour Thomas that they'l doe 
me what Service ^ey can & I think I can d^)end on thar 
friendship if 'tis either in their pow^ to do or to recom- 
mend. I send this by Capt Richards which makes me 
write with the more freedom, so if you find anything can 
be done in the above or in our fcHrmer project that re- 
quires my being at New York as well as Mrs Rutherfurd, 
'tis easy for you to desire the Govanour to s»id me a 
line, to attend him at New York. I don't like this sdieme 
of the Bostoners sending 1200 men more to Annapc^ 
Royal efipecially as they s^id CoU^ Twists Raiment 
with CoU' Waldo's which R^;iments would have been 
properest of any they have to assist us against Crown- 
point. I'm sorry we shan't have the benefit of Mr Lidius 
for A Guide & to assist in manageing the Indians that 
may go along with us in case we should march, as hel 
be oblidged to follow his Regiment being A MajcNr & 
Capt in Mr. Waldo's Regiment, he is only sent back now 
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from Boston to assist Mr. Johnstoun in sending out 
scalping paiiys &.c. Hopeing soon the pleasure of an- 
other letter from you I am D' Sir most sinc^^ly Yours 
&• c &c. 

John Ruthirfubd. 



From William Douglass 

Boston March 19"^ 1746/7 
Cadwalladar Golden Esq' 

S** With this I send you two Nos or pamphlets, the nature 
of the thing you may observe: it will be published in par- 
cels as leasure time allows, and shall be remitted to you 
from time to time 

Please to contribute by some hints concaming the 
legislature, Taxes, Quitrents, Exports of Furs,* Skins, 
Flower Copp^-oar; and boundaris of New York & Jer- 
sies as also whai^in consbts the diq>ute between Maryl^ 
and Paisylvania, and what has been done in it I am 
sincerely 

lyS' 

Your most humble Sar^ 

Wn-. Douglass 

[Indoned] 

To 
CABfWAUJjmL Coums Esq*' 

New York 
1^ Capt Braiham Q D C 
with 2 pamphlets 



From Peter CoUinson 

LoND March 27: 1746/7 
My Dear Friend 

Although I have taken notice of y" of June 20**^ 1746 
— ^3rett I have now run it over afresh am struck with the 
Greatness of y' Designs. 
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Your Essay on the Causes of Gravitatkm & to Invea- 
tigate it, is the Work for a Mans Life — ^I have distributed 
the Bodes to our Greatest People on these Studies both 
at Home and Abroad In Holland, Gamany, Paris, 
Sweden, Scotland, Dantzick &c For the Case was This 
on Delivering out those you first sent mee, amongst 
people of the First Rank in Mathematical Studies the 
Curiosity of the Subject Soone Gott Wind and so Mudi 
inquirey was made aitev It that Brindley the Princes 
Bookseller without my Leave or Licence published It in 
the Manner you See by the Specimen Inclosed 
So that all the Town waa Fumish'd Long before your 
2 Vcels of Coppys Came — So that I had nothing more 
to Do but to Communicate y' S}rsteme to my Ingeneoua 
Fi^ Abroad — If you had infcnmed Mee In your I^rst 
Letter of yr Intention of Sending Such a number of 
Coppjrs, I would not have delivered the first Nine untill 
the others arrived, — ^I wish it had been otherwise, for jrou 
mi^t as Well have putt five pounds in your pocket as a 
Stranger. 

I have besides made a ^sent of a Book to the Royal 
Society, it is well Esteem'd & admire'd. Some knowing 
people have gave mee Expectation of some Obsarva^ 
tions on It, but Wethar I shall be able to {uxKnire them 

by these ships I cannot Saye Both y" of July 8* 

Last came safe to my hands with John Armitts 
Drau^t for £105 15s lOd on Trtunan & Douglas, whidi 
is paid & your Good Bro' has sent mee, a General Re^ 
lease & Discharge for you for the Legacy of 200 Pens^ 
money Left by Eliz^ Hill which I for the *sent shall defer 
sending these precarious Times Untill I have y^ further 
orders This Intercourse with y^ Bro' has Induced Him 
to request my assistance to Settle his Son in London 
The young Man came up & good providence with a Little 
of my assistance He is now Setled as a Cla'k to a prin- 
cipal Brewer, upon his beeing So very Well provided for, 
he has Sent his Second Son a Good Likely young Man 
who is a Cabinet Maker & I doubt not but he will find 
Encouragement 
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And I have now the pleasure to acquaint 3rou that 
your Indian History is now in the press M' Osboum 
Bookseller has undertaken It at his own Expence I 
diall Send you some Coppys when flnish'd, Our Fr^ DooF 
Mitofaell assisted in Drawing up the Title page, I have 
spared no thought or pains to Introduce it into the World 
at this Juncture when it was of Such Importance to be pe- 
rused by Every True Lovot of his CJountry the last 
Treaty came very opertunely to be Inserted the Gov- 
ern" CJonduct in the Treaty the year before has been 
represented here in no favourable Light But now you are 
thou^t fitt to be admitted into his Councils wee are 
*swaded if he will Submitt to your Advice It will give 
A favoiurable Turn to His Future Administration. 

I wish I was sufficiently SkiUd in Mathematical Stud- 
ies to be Some Judge of y' System of Gravitation &c to 
mee it seems Rational but I hope some Men of Skill will 
give you theer thoughts on it Doc^ Bevis has promised 
mee & some oihers I am Sorry to tell you I have one of 
the Bundles Left by mee what shall I do with It 

In y" of Decem' 3^ You Hint the Extraordinary 
Trouble & Expence you have been at in attending the 
Govern' & publick Business— to be sure you ought to be 
Considered. If there is any Vacant place in y* Govemm* 
Deserving you or your Sons Acceptance Your Gov«ti" 
Reconunending you to the Duke of Newcastle may be a 
Service but if you are reconunended to the Duke for Him 
to do Something for you, without telling Him what & 
your Fr^, Here, what it is, Such reconmiendation is only 
a thing of Course & will all come to Nothing If your 
Gover' is not a Courtier he is a Kin to those that are, — 
and Expectation of something but no body knows what, 
is the Extraordinary recompence they bestow on those 
that Serve Them 

I shall not be awanting when you have Really Some- 
thing to ask that is Vacant that Will be of Service to you 
& your Family in giving you all Mine A my P^ Interest 

vale my Dear F^ P Collinson 



Digitized by 



Google 



370 THE GOLDEN PAPERS-1743-1717 

P S. Your Indian Treatys & Hist<Hy will Come bound 
to a five shilling Book — do you think of a pr(^)er Vj^m 
to Send of them too, In N York or Boston for M' Ob- 
boum has a mind to Send some abroad 
I have a person in Philadelphia that I diall recommend 
Him too but I don't know prop«- *8ons in New Yotk or 
Boston or Charles Town in South Carolina 

[Indoned] 

To 
CiswAUjABBL Coums "EBff 
New York. 



From John Rutherfurd 

Albany 9^ Aprile 1747 
Dear Sir 

I'm sorry to see by Yours whidi I had lately the 
favour of that no c^i^ain Accounts are yet arrived relat- 
ing to our proceedings in this Part of the world, but I 
don't expect The Gov^nour will come h^^ until he has 
directions from home, tho we have daily Accounts of 
his setting out Soon. You'll have all the particulars from 
His Excellency relateing to the Attack made by 30 In- 
dians & 30 Soldiers detached from the Garrison at Crown 
point undar the Command of Mr Sherbine, upon Cap^ 
Trent L* Proctor A 40 Men being A Party returning 
from an Escort to Sarahtoga, The Officers & Men by all 
Accounts bdiaved well, retireing below A Bank, bdiind 
some trees, & defended themselves keying The Enemy 
at a distance untill their Cartridges weare expended & had 
their retreat covered by L^ Bratt with A party from the 
Fort which was A Mile & ^ distant, we had 9 kill'd 
as many Wounded & 6 taken. L^ Johnstoun Sent out 
with A Party from The Fort luckily fell upon The 
Enemys Camp 2 Miles from where they attacked our 
Party whidi surprized so much that they march'd o£F in 
disorder leaveing part of their litle baggage behind them 
& A French Soldier so wounded that he could not get off. 
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Th^ took amongst Capt Trent's Baggage all the letters 
from Saragtoga full of complaints of the unhealthy place 
they are in, not above a third of the Men fit for duty 
&.C., whidi was allwayB the case & wiU be so while A 
Garrison is kept there which I hope won't be long, being 
neith^ fit for defending the Country nor A fort of Com* 
munication. This foolidi sdieme of Albany Bush loupers 
will make room for more Jobs. I long to hear from you 
what we're to expect Mrs Rutherfurd will be down 
in a fortnight I am D^ Sir Sincerely Yours &. c. &. c. 

John Ruthkbpurd 



Peter Collmson to Benjamin FrankUn 

LoND ApriU 12*^ 1747 
My Dear P^ 

The Inclosed Account came frt>m a very Ingenious 
P^ of Mine & bang the first that I have heard, In whidi 
Electricity has proved of Benefit to mankind I believe 
it would be Entertaining to you — but before Wee can 
rely on the Experiment It must be confirm'd ^many 
Successively — It is amazing to what a pitch the Electrical 
powar is carried, I am well InfcHrmed that In Germany 
they knock'd down an Ox Sevaul Men have been 
Struck down at London, one was an Irish Bishop a Lusty 
Strong Man & yett could not Surmount the Shock — I pre- 
sume by this Time the aparatus is got into the Colonies 
for there is no discribeing the Electrical power unless 
a ^son feels it himself 

You will Expect to hear Some thing of Doc Coldens 
Ingenious ^formance It is much admired by Some and 
those of most abilities have told mee that it waa no 
trifleing affair but required great Consideration but one 
was so meane Spirited as to Say He did not believe it 
was Doc Coldens Work but that the Ship wrack papers of 
Some Ingenious European had fell into his hanck, aa this 
was So very Meane I would not Hint it to Doc' Colden & 
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indeed I am much ashamed for the Vjwn that wrote it^ 
Several have promised mee some observations on his 
Scheme but none is yett (Tome to hand — but I have sent 
his Books to my Correspondants in Sweed^ Russia^ 
Paris, Holland, Nurembei^ Scotland, &e 
So no doubt but Wee shall hear from some of them & 
our Curious people In England have been Supplyed, the 
Demand was so great It was reprinted Here, b^(»re his 
Bundles Came this comes from bdiind the Counter you 
know what a shop Is to write under no Interruption but I 
am used to It & my fr^ are so good to Excuse all my 
Blunders I am truly y" 

P COLLINSON. 



From Samuel Johnson 

Stratfobd April 15 1747 
S' 

I have been so much taken up of late in riding several 
Journeys & various other affairs, that this must be my 
Apology for not Sooner answering jrour kind Letter of 
Jan*^ 27. Your beautiful little Draught of the Fir$t prin- 
ciples of Morality, is what I have been very mudi pleaaed 
with. I have read it with attention three times, & eadi 
time with a fresh Increase of Pleasure, & 1 now at 
length return you my hearty thanks for it, & for the 
Candour you express towards the Small peice I had the 
presumption to publidi. — ^You have in this little Tract 
of yours made Sudi an ea£y gradual & natural progress 
from Physics to Metaphysics; & from thence to MoraJr 
ity Bsis very pleasing to the mind; & I think, if I ri^tly 
apprehend you, you have now so explained your self that 
we do much diffar, & what difference jret r^nains I im- 
agine is but meerly verbal. My chief Objection was 
against your using the Term Action, as expressing any 
thing in Matter, which I take to be a meer passive thing, 
& therefore that Action cannot in any strict pn^riety of 
Speaking be attributed to it. — ^For which reason that Ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOLDEN PAPERS-174^1747 373 

presskm Still grated upon my mind till I came to your 7^ 
Section, in which, when you come to explain thet differ- 
ence betwe^ Spirit A Body, you say, "The Actions of the 
latter are altered by efficient Causes altoays external to 
themselves." — ^This seems evidently to conclude what I 
would be at, & that at the Bottom we really think alike, 
& that when we Speak of the Action of matter, we use 
that word for want of a bett^, in a Sense rathar figura- 
tive than literal, & must understand it in a vulgar Sense 
rather than a Sense that is Strictly philosophical (like the 
motion or Attraction of the Sun) aa we may call writing 
the Action of the pen, when it is only me^ly acted; & 
consequently I apprehend that by the Action of matt^ 
you do nqt mean any Exertion of it's own, much less a 
designed consdous Self-Exertion, which always enters 
into my Notion of Efficient Causes^ & that, therefore, 
when you Say the Action of Bodies is altered, & conse- 
quwitly determined by (the Exertion, I would say, of) 
Efficient Causes always external to themselves, those Effi- 
cient Causes must always be self-exerting & intelligent 
Beings^ L e. Spirits^ whidi therefore, cmly can be prop^ly 
Agents. — ^I would tha^fore imderstand you to mean, 
That all the Actions in all Nature that a£Fect our Senses 
& excite Ideas in our Minds, are really & in truth the Ac- 
tions of that Great Supreme & Almighty Being or Spirit, 
whom 3^u call (25) The Saul of the Universe. — I do 
not with S' Isaac in his SdioL gen. quite like that Ex- 
pression — ^It may howevar be admitt^ if it only means 
that he animates & governs the Sensible World as the 
Soul does the Body which is meerly passive to it; so far it 
is rij^t: In Uiis Sense He is the Natural Govemour of 
the w(Mrld, or rather of the Natural Wcnrld, — ^But this 
seems not Sufficient unless, at the Same time you con- 
ceive of Him as being the Moral Govanour of the Intel- 
ligent or Moral World, rewarding or punishing them, (i e. 
making them to feel pleasure of pain,) according as they 
behave well (x ill: (it being the sole End of all the pains 
be inflicts to cure moral evil, & bring them at length to an 
intire obedience to the great & univaml Law of Nature 
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i a to be governed by Reaaon & Ri^t:) which is what I 
would unda:^tand you to mean by the following worda^ 
The Supreme Oovemour of kts Creatures. 

You Say very truly, S. 9. We have no Idea of Matter: 
by whidi it is plain that by matter, you mean something 
that is not the object either of our Senses Imaginations 
(HT Intellects, or what use then is it in Philosophy? Why 
may we not wholly drop it & do as well without it, per- 
haps much better? & why may we not suppose, (or in- 
deed how can we avoid it?) that what 3rou call the Ac- 
tion of matta*, is really, & only, the Action of that Al- 
mighty Spirit in whom we live move & have our Being A 
whose offspring we are, & consider all Nature as being the 
glorious system of his incessant Exertions & Operations., 
with whidi (without the Intervention of any Stupid in- 
significant thing y^ we have no idea of) he does, by his 
own Action, Gov^ned by fixed. Stable Rules of his own 
most wise establishment, called the Laws of Nature, per- 
petually affect our senses & minds with an endless va^ 
riety of Sensible Objects, This will Sufficiently account 
for every thing; whereas matter whereof we can have no 
Idea can account for nothing. 

You use the Expression, §20.21. during the time of 
our Existance, which sounds as tho' it was to have a 
period with this vain life. This I cannot Suppose to be 
your meaning, (& therefore perhaps mi^t be better 1^ 
out, or in the whole of our existence or some such wc»tl, 
put in it's stead.) because I apprehend you must think it 
evident from the wisdom, justice & Goodness of Grod, 
compared with that excellent Nature He has given us^ 
that we must be designed for nobler Ends than can be 
answa:ed by our Existance only in this Short, dark, un- 
certain & troublesome Life. — Thus S' I have used the 
Freedom you desire, & which I doubt not you will take 
in the Same good part, & with the same pleasure I do 
yours, & always Shall. — I am glad to find by your Grasetts^ 
that you are at length resolved to have a College in your 
Government. This is what I doubt not, you have much 
at heart, & I heartily wish Success to is^ & shall willin^y 
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oorrespond with you in any thing in my little power that 
may tend to promote it, & I wish it may take Effect 
Speedily that you may not suffer the Jersey College, 
(which will be a fountain of Nonsense,) so get a head of 
it.— I am S' 

Your most obliged 
hiunble Servant 

To D^ CouDBN. SaMXTBL JoHNSON 



From Wmiam Douglass 

Boston 16*^ April 1747 
Cadwallader Golden Esq' 

Dated 19^ Mardi last, I sent 2 No" of an Essay to- 
wards the History of Britidi Settlements in North Amer- 
ica, according to promise I now send N"" 3 As this re- 
quires good help, besides what I desired in my last, please 
favour me with some accounts of the two Governments 
of P^i^hrania, you are well acquainted in this affair 

My good Mend M' Gray fipom Glascow the bearer, I 
recommend to your countenance and advice in his Mer- 
cantile affairs. I am 

D'S' 
Your most humble Ser* 
To Wn*. Douglass. 

CMnwALUjjim CaumN Esq. 
in New York 

w^ a pamphlet 



Oov. Clinton to Oov. Shirley f 

[In handwriting of Cadwallader Golden.] 

[April 1747] 
S' 

I sometime since sent you a copy of my Speech to the 
Assembly of this Province I now inclose with this a Copy 
of their resolves in answer to it by which you may per- 
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ceive what is to expected from this Provinoe & I have no 
reason to hope for more as things stand at presoit If 
any alterations happen in their Sentiments it must be the 
effect of the Orders we shall receive from Court. Hie 
season this spring is more favourable than usual <fc if it 
were in my power I would not loose one moment in im- 
plo3dng the New Levies in forwarding the purposes fcv 
which they were raised & that his Majesty be in no man- 
ner disapointed in any expectations he may have of our 
being in readiness to act on the Enterprise for whidi the 
levies wa:*e intended & of our having don every thing 
that can be expected to be don without his special Ordo*. 
For this reason I think it may be proper to mardi some 
part at least of the troops of New England as wdl as those 
in this Province as soon as possible to the carrying place 
above Sarahtoga, between Hudson's River & wood Credc 
& there to erect two Forts one at each end of the Carrjong 
place sufficient to protect the Magazines & stores frcHn 
any sudden surprise as was proposed by C!olL Roberts 
at Boston to which by your letter of tiie 10th of last 
month you agreed & that the Magazines & stores be 
transported thither as soon as may be that we may be in a 
condition to put in execution what ever curders we may 
receive with all the dispatdi that may be expected boai 
us I have the doing of this the more at heart because I 
think it at the same time the most effectual method we 
can take for security of our Frontiers & prev^iting the 
Incurious of the Ennemy upon the Inhabitants. But the 
great difficulty, which remains with me, is the pay of the 
troops and of the charges which must neceesarly attend 
their march. For I am of opinion that it may be hazard- 
ous even to propose their marching till they have at 
least some part of their pay due to them for in case they 
should refuse to march without it disobedience & mutiny 
may be introduced of which it may not be easy either to 
f(»resee or prevent the bad consequences. It seems to me 
likewise necessary that what ever be don with req)ect to 
the pay of any of the New Levies of any of the Colonies be 
equally don to all <& that the rates of exchange be fixed 
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in such manner that no one have reason to thmk that he 
18 better or worse used than another. These seem to me 
matt^^ of such consequence that they are absolutely nec- 
essary to be fixed & ascertain'd before any particular 
orders be given for putting the forces in action & therefor 
I must desire your Sentiments and advice on these par- 
ticulars & on what else you may think proper on this oc- 
casion that we may act imiformly & in concurrence with 
eadi other. As it seems reasonable that C!onnecticut join 
with us in meeting the Forts at the Carrying place & in 
mardiing their forces thither I think it pro])^ for me to 
write to the Gov' of that Colony to know his sentiments 
And as you know I suppose that the Forces of Connecti- 
cut are under my Commission being apointed Capt'^ G^i^ 
of Connecticut as well as of New York I must desire 
your opinion & advice as to the pay of the levies & Com- 
missions to the officers in that Colony at what rate the 
Exdiange is to be in their money in case they shall in- 
sist on having any part of their pay & what method is to 
be taken for their pay & for giving them commissions 
for so far as I am informed the officers have received no 
kind of Commission more than their Governors Warrant 
to enlist men Now to enable you to give your Sentiments 
on the several points which I desire upon oihers which 
you may think requisite on this or any future occar 
sion I must inform you that from what I can observe 
The assembly of this Province will ^ideavour to avoid 
all kind of expence that they can with any colour or pre- 
tence throw upon the Croun And that some of great in- 
fluence are desirous if they can to bring this Province 
into a kind of Newtrality as it was in Queen Anne's War. 
It was I believe with this view that the Gov' of Canada 
sent the message to the six Nations aft^ my treaty with 
them wherein he told them that he took pity of the 
People of Albany & would after that turn the Indians 
against their Inveterate Ennemies of New England 

I send this by express that I may have your thou^ts 
upon every thing which you think can be of use with all 
the distiDctness possible & as soon as may be for you 
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must be sensible that the diqxmtkm of many of this 
provinoe together with our Sdtuation lays me under diffi- 
culties from which 3rou & other Governors are freecL 



CadwaUader Colden to Mrs Golden 

NiwYoBK May 2*1747 
My dear 

I am at this time so deeply engaged in publidc affairs 
by the news of a Mutiny among the FcNroes at Albany 
that I have scarce a moment to my self The Gov' had re- 
solved 3reet«rday befcnre we were informed of the hei^th 
this Mutiny is got to to apoint oae oi my son's Muster 
Masta: I design it for CadwaUader & he must be ready 
to go to Albany as soon as his Gommiss^ & orden shall 
come to his hands For this purpose I send him up a ps 
of linnen stockings & a New hat He will want Mcmey 
fcMT his Expences I expect M' Ellison will assist him in 
that till he get his pay whidi I expect will be the same 
with that of a Captain Perhaps a sloop may be ordo^d 
to stop to take him in but I hope to have time to write 
again before this can happai I shall after this write more 
fully & on every thing you may expect In the mean time 
I assure yoa that I am in perfect health & I intreat you 
as the greatest pleasure you can do me to tiake care of 
your own health 

Your most affectionate 
Caowalladib Cou>aN 
The Children will inf wm 
you of several things I have 
not time to write 
[Indoned] 

To 
Mn COLDIN at 

Coldinshftin, 
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Part of Mr Hamilton's Speech to the Assembly of the 

Jerseys at Perth Amboy May 6th, 1747 

[In Ckdden's handwriting] 

The distracted state of the Province occasioned by 
the many great Riots obliges me again to call on you to 
take some vigorous measures to punish these daring dis- 
turbers of the publick peace These people have grown 
strong & niunarous by passing so long with inpunity for 
besides those two great Riots at Newark which happened 
in the late Governors life time & which were recommended 
to you by him there have been since so many bold daring 
attempts made to throw of his Majestjr's Authority & 
their dependence in the Brittish throne that they call 
loudly for the severe resentment of the Legislature. 

Tliese bold people have in a publick manner denyed 
his Majesty's Title to New Jersey, they have refused to 
pay obedience to his laws & have publickly contemned his 
Authority. They have broke opai his Goals beat & 
abused his officers & Ministers of Justice Tiuned people 
out of the Quiet Possession of their lands & put others 
into their places They have associated themselves to- 
gefther in defyance of the Gov^ have frequently met in 
great numbers & mardied from one part of the Province 
to another insolently giving out that they are so strong 
& numerous aa not to be affray'd of any force the Gov' 
are able to bring agt them All the steps that it was pru- 
dent & in the Power of the Gov' have been taken to bring 
the Criminals to Justice & put a stop to so dangerous A 
growing an evil but these measures have all proved inef- 
fectual & have only occasioned fresh riots & contempts 
of his Majesty's Authority in consequence of which the 
course of common Justice has been for some time at a 
stand. These matters are all so publickly known that 
particular proofs are needless However I have ordered 
the several letters & Papers relating to these disturbances 
to be laid before you for your perusal 

I must observe to you that it is impossible to suppose 
Great Brittain will part with so valuable a Colony as 
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New Jersey or that his Majesty will suffar his Authority 
& Laws to be trampled under foot in any part of his Do- 
minions tho ever so remote from his royal person & the 
attempt to do it is certainly as vain as it is weak & 
wicked If the People of New Jersey will not be Gov- 
erned by the mildest of Laws they themselves will therebjr 
render it necessary to govern them by force for we euk- 
not suppose that a Brittish Parliament will suffer these 
things long to pass with impunity. 



CadwaUader Cdden to Mrs Colden 

My Dear 

I am so exceedingly hurried by preparing things for 
an express that is to go up to Albany this ev^iing that 
I have no time to say any thing more to you Then to 
tell 3rou that as the Mutiny continues & eacreaads at Al- 
bany & they threaten to March home & perfai^M some of 
them are gon by this time And as you are now on the 
road that they may take I think it advisable & must 
insist on your going to your Son Alexander's house with 
the Children. Thare you will be more out of the Way 
of their parties & you can if you think iHt)par if you ap- 
prehend any dangw there come doun with the Qiildreo to 
thisToun The rest we must leave to Providence ThisI 
ooly say least you may be at a loss whether I would be 
pleas'd with it tho' I do not at preset apprehend any 
dangw & I know you are not of that tim«x)us t^npo* to 
take what I write in such manner as to do any thing 
without an appei^ance of its being prop^ I wrote to our 
Son Alexander by an Express that w^it up two days ago 
That it was resolv'd that his Broths should not go up till 
the Mutiny is Quell'd so that he need not at preset be in 
any hurry. Jenny & Alice w«it yesterday morning to 
West Chesta* I rec"^ a letter from Alexander of the 4^ 
Instant but I have not time to answar it 

Your most affectionate 
Niw York May 6^ Cadwalladhi Coums 

1747 
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Drajt of letter from Gov. Clinton to Duke of Newcastle 

[In handwriting of Cadwallader Golden. Subject matt^ 
in Documents relating to • . . New York Vol VI. p. 
340 dated May 11, 1747] 

By what I could learn from your Grace's letter to me of 

the of 1746 directing & ordering me to make 

levies in this Govemmt for an Expedition which is 
Majesty intended against Canada it did not appear to me 
that the paying these levies was any part of the Duty 
which his Majesty had laid on me on that Occasion But 
by Genattl's St Clair's not coming to Amarica & Mr 
Goodi's declining the command of those Forces & the 
Governors of the other Colonies refusing to have any 
concern in the Forces levied in their reiq>ective Govern- 
ments after they had marched to the place of Rendezvous 
in my Government the whole Weight of ev«y thing relat- 
ing to these troops falls upon me 

As I expected his Majesties Orders relating to these 
Forces after all hopes of the arival of the fleet were given 
up till the severity of the Winter came on I still delay'd 
taking any method for payment of th^n during the Win- 
ter as by their being in Winter Quarters & supplied with 
Provisions I hoped they would remain contented till the 
Spring when I did not doubt to know his Majesty's 
pleasure with req>ect to their pay as early as the Sea- 
son of the year would permit This made me delay from 
day to day (being every day in hopes or receiving orders 
on this h^) taking any method for the paying of them 
tho' at the same time their officers were under a nece£h 
sity of giving them hopes that they would receive their 
pay before this time to prevent the ill effects of the mur- 
murings which began to appear among them by the 

want of their pay till at last about the day of April 

several of the companies refused to do any duty & after- 
wards sev^al of them left the places where th^ were 
posted for security of the Frontiers & the Mutmy began 
to be genattl throu^ the New Levies of all the sevaral 



Digitized by 



Google 



382 THE GOLDEN PAPER8-174a-17«r 

Colonies whidi now are in this Province & sevaral of 
them left their Posts in whos companies I thereupon im- 
mediately acquainted the Govemours of the Massadiu- 
sets bay & of Connecticut with what had hi^pen'd A de- 
sired them to send detadiments of the Forces in their 
Governments to support the Garison at Sarahtoga where 
a train of Artillery & other ammunition of War were 
lodged & which is most exposed to the Ennemy At the 
same time I desir'd them to mardi what force th^ could 
to their own Frontiers towards Albany to support me oa 
this Emergency & to prevent the ill effects that may 
happen from any Intelligence the Ennemy mi^t re- 
ceive of these disorders among the Forces on the Fron- 
tiers of this Province & whidi are the nearest to Can- 
ada & at a small distance frx)m the Frendi Garison at 
Croun point 

At the same time I was advised by his Majesty's 
Council of this Province to pay eadi man of the New 
levies including those of the other Colonies whidi now 
are on this Province as well as those levied in it forty 
shillings current money of New York & to promise to pay 
twenty shillings monthly till such time as I shall re- 
ceive his Majesty's carders with req)ect to the pay of these 
forces As they w^^ of opinion that there is an absolute 
necessity for this at present & that there is no method for 
obtaining the money but by Bills of Exchange on the 

Pay I have acccnrdingly drawn Bilb of Exdia for 

pounds St^line on the pay office at ninety days 

si^t As the assembly had absolutely refused again this 
Session to contribute any thing towards this expence I 
was under a necessity of complying with this advice 
of Council because ther is no other method in any shape 
to obtain the money necessary on this occasion & if the 
New levies should continue to mutiny this & the other 
Colonies must be in danger not only horn the Ennemy 
but exposed to the ravages & other disorders of mutinous 
soldiers As I have now engaged my own Fortune for the 
payment of these Bills merely tor his Majesty's searviod 
without possibility of private benefit to my sdf thareby 
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I must intreat your Grace to lay the caae in such manner 
before his Majesty that my family may not suffer by it 
& that prop^ orders be given to the Pay office for the 
payment of these Bills I must likewise bc^ of your Gktuse 
that as I must be at considerable charge for receiving 
Carriage of k paying this money at the far distant places 
at which the several companies are Posted some method 
may be taken out of the fund made by the one shilling in 
the Pound or otherwise for passing these & other contin- 
gent charges. 

That the pay of the officers & men may be bona fide 
made & all deceits as mudi as in my power prevented 
I have followed the Directions of the Act of Parlia- 
ment in apointing a Commissary of the Musters in whose 
ability & integrity I have reason to confide & thereby to 
take Cadwallader Colden Jun*" Conunissary of the Mus- 
ters & I shall take all methods that the circumstances of 
affairs will permit for procuring & sending propar Vouch- 
ers of the payment of the Money for the Sarvice for which 
it is destin'd in the manner directed by Act of ParP I 
must intreat your grace to procure his Majestys orders 
for the paying of this Office since I must advance for 
his pay in the same manner as for the other officers And 
I send along with this to M** Guerin such papers as I 
think may serve for your Graces furth^ information on 
this head As I have no account of the Arival of the 
money sent to Albany for the paym^it of the New levies 
I cannot tell what the Success may be as to quieting the 
minds of the Soldiers & bringing them back to their Duty 
But sevattl doubt of the Success and as I believe that 
these disorders among the soldiers have been much for- 
warded by sinister views of several in this Province I like- 
wise send some papers relating to the present state of this 
Province even my £9)eech & Message to the Assembly of 
the Province which I must earnestly recommend to your 
Grace's consideration & that you would be pleas'd to rec- 
(»nmend to his Majesty those alterations in the Council 
of this Province and apointment of a Lt Governor whidi 
in my letters last Winter I pn^>osed as being in my 
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opinion necessary for his Majesty's Service & supporting 
me in my administration of the Gov^ And on this oocar 
sion I must inf (xm your Grace that M*" C!oIden continues 
to assist me cheerfully against a most unreasonable as 
wdl as ungrateful opposition notwithstanding that his 
assistance is with considerable prejudice to his own pri- 
vate affairs & therefor I must heartily recomm^id him to 
his Majesty's favour in some shape or other & I must beg 
your Grace to allow me to say that if those who distin- 
guish themselves in support of his Majesty's Authority 
in this Province be not distinguished by his Majesty's 
favour it will be impracticable for those in the administra- 
tion to support it perhaps in any of the Colonies against 
the power of a Faction that may be form'd to the preju- 
dice of it 



CadwaUader Golden to Mrs Colden 

My Dear 

Andrew M"" Dowal telling that he is this moment 
going up I have only time to tell you that the hiurry we 
have be^n in writing to England by a ship that sails this 
day & the affair of the Mutiny has tak^i up so much 
time that we have had none to think of Cadwalladers 
affairs but I hope we shall soon be able tho' writing by 
2 other ships that are to go from Boston & Philad*^ will 
keep the Gov' very bu^y. I assure you cannot desire 
more than I do to be with you for more than one ni^t 
I hope it cannot be long now before I shall see you the' 
not one word of News from England yet & P^haps we 
may all return together as soon as we can learn that the 
Mutiny is pacified at Albany. I am in perfect health & 
Expect the children this day from West Chester. Pray 
continue to take care of your self The last express we had 
from Albany gives us hopes that things will be pacified 
there Your most affectionate 

New York Cadwalladsb Cou>en. 

May 12**^ 1747 
[Indoraed] 

To Mn CounN at Cddenc^uun 
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From Peter WraaeaU 
Sir 

A Party of above 100 of the P^m^lvania Troops were 
mardit off two days before our arrival here, the r^nainder 
of th^n & most of the other Forces about Albany, had 
thrown off all Discipline & obedi^ice to their Officers. I 
shall not trouble you with particulars of the Methods 
since pursued, as I make no doubt Col Roberts will be 
suffici^itly full on that head to the Gov' 

Most of the Penqrlva^ Troops received their Quota' 
yesterday, & the Forces in general appear calmer than 
some dajrs ago, but I suq>ect it is but a flattering Inter- 
lude. Col Schuylers paying the Jerseys Troops their 
whole pay (w^ was done on our arrival) has sown seeds 
of great discontent, & will I fear produce ill consequences, 
unless some News from Europe speedily comes. I have 
collected several proofs that the late behaviour of the 
Pen^lvania Troops has been diiefly Owing to false & 
Malicious reports spread amongst them by the Albany 
people, & w*""* their officers & several of their Men have 
publickly assorted & complained off, & I have taken the 
particulars in writing, & will produce when I have the 
pleasure of seeing you And tis all the Officers Opinion in 
general, that their ill influence has been the chief founda- 
tion of the late & present Discord. I have endeavoured 
to get names, but the Answers wa*e, did not know them. 
Facts however I have got, & I woud propose a written 
Memorial signed by officers setting forth these matters 
with their Fatal consequences, but I am not a proper per- 
son to do it, as I have particularly distinguished myself 
by my aversion to those Wretches. 

As there are seva*al C!ompanys in distant Garrisons, 
& that the Distribution of the money takes up a good deal 
of time, this Affair cannot possibly be ended time enough 
for Vouchers to go by Gayton I judge 6 weeks will be 
the least it can be done in and as I am yet more con- 
firmd by matters w^^ have occurd since my arrival h^:^, 
in Opinion that a full & proper representation should be 
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personally made at home of all proceedings in relation to 
this Expedition, & that without delay, least prior misrep- 
resentations should raise prejudices w^ it may be atter- 
wards difficult to remove, & bring on Consequences V* H 
will be certainly prudence timely to avat. And there- 
fore I would wish 3rou may think it prop^, that I receive 
orders to deliver up my Qiarge to the Gov" or Col Rob- 
ert's appointment, & that I be ordered down when I wiD 
communicate my observations & what particulars I have 
collected. 

I do not trouble the Gov' with a Letter, & heg youl 
please to assure him of my Sincere & warm dispositions 
to serve him, & whenever in my power dq[)eQd I am no 
less towards your self, as I am with real Esteem 

Dear Sir 
Your faithful & obed^ 
Albany 16*^ May hum Serv^ 

1747 Pbivb Wraxall 

To the H(m>»« CjanwAUjamL Coumat Em^ 



Cadwallader Colden to Mrs Colden 

Nbw York May 20«^ 1747 
My Dear 

As I expected Cadwallader would be uneaqr about 
his disapointments in not hearing from me I wrote to him 
& had not time to write to you but I take it that there is 
no great odds who I write to since I expect that you see 
every thing We were in hopes that we had got free of 
Assembly affairs till we should hear from England but 
we are disapointed in this as well as in many otha-s I 
had wrote so far when I was interrupted & must go out 
so that what ever desire I have to write oftai to you I 
cannot I have mention'd my design of going home next 
week to the Gov' He appeared unea^ at it because of 
expecting every day to hear from Eng^d however if 
I can I will keep my resolution I must leave to the 
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childrea to write every thing that you may desire to 
know We have not heard from Albany since the money 
went up to pay the men & till th^i nothing can be de- 
termini about Cadwallader's going up Remember me 
affectionately to all our Children 

Your most affectionate 

[Indoraed] CadWALLADBB C!oLDBN. 

To 
M*" OoLDiN at 
Cddenghftm 



From John Rutherfurd 

DearSir Albany 27^ May 1747 

I'm heartily glad I have now found out A certain New 
Acquaintance's designs, while I looked on him as my 
friend & as I'm but too apt to trust, I own he Humbled 
me a litle, tho I never could believe half his Insinuar 
tions of Your Character, your expressions of me & of your 
designs of keeping me & others at a distance from the 
Govemour in order to have his whole ear. I hope & ex- 
pect You'l now have as litle regard to what he says 
on one side as I have on the other for 'tis plain his only 
design has been to create a difference instead of which I 
dare say 'twill have the quite contrary Effect I have to 
day wrote to the Govemour desireing he'd order the Chief 
Justice & c. to examine the Indians who attacked Capt 
Tibout's Man. Capt Honneyman goes Express to day 
about pay; I wrote you in my last that Discipline was 
at least as much wanted, but now unless we get Com- 
manding officers from home 'tis in vain to think of it, but 
while I write this perhaps the affairs all over I long im- 
patiently to hear from you & am with great Sincerity 
& regard for you & all your Good Family 

[Indorsed] Intirely Yours & c & c 

The Hcmourable JOHN Ruimi^lFUBD 

Cadwalladb Golden Eeq^ 
at 
New York. 
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CadwaUader Golden to Mrs Golden 

My Dear 

I do not wond^ to find by yours of the 23d instant 
that you begin to be uneasy Your remaining so long 
otherwise was a great ease to me Th«^ is nothing in 
the publick affairs that has given me any uneasinesB of 
mind All my concern is for you that you keep 3rour 
Spirits while you are so solitaiy A are obliged to have 
the whole care of the family upon you If you keep your 
health & take care of your self happen what will as to tilie 
publidc disputes I don't doubt but we shall meet with 
pleasure I was resolv'd to have retum'd this week but 
Alsies relapse makes it impracticable at this time I shall 
not venture her upon the water while there can be any 
danger to her health It is the slow lingring fever that 
she is taken with The least stirring or being exposed 
to the air disorders her much But ev^i und^ this mis- 
fortune it is some comfort to see what r^ard some 
friends show Mrs Waren Mrs Watts Mrs MocMne & all 
our Acquaintance in general have been to visit h&r & 
express a good deal of affection for her But indeed 
the concern which M' Nichol's family have shown & the 
trouble they have taken is beyond what can be well ex- 
pressed Mr Alexanders family likewise on all occasions 
show their concern for us I forgot to mention that Mrs 
Chief Justice made her a visit last Sunday. I suppose 
Jenny will write particularly to you & as our Dau^tar 
Golden returns at this time she can inform you of every 
particular you desire to know You cannot doubt of my 
care & concern & pray keep me from any doubt of your 
care for your self. If any thing should aH you it will be 
too hard for me to bear. Assure Johny that I am fully 
satisfied of his care & I am siu*e of not being dis- 
pleased with any thing I shall see at my return I am so 
fully satisfied in your care that I can have no suspicion 
of any thing being amiss by my absence if you keep your 
health & keep your spirits up I cannot help again & 
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again to repeat to take care of your self It is surprising 
that not one word should at this time be heard from the 
Ministry but as this is not in our power to help we must 
bear it with patience but it lays us under great difBi- 
culties how to act & Cadwallad^ must have patience 
as to his commission when eva* it can be of use he will 
have it but till the Mutinies are over at Albany it can 
be of no use 

I had wrote so far yesterday now I have the pleasure 
to assure that Alice is bravely to day & I hope she will 
soon be able to go abroad There has been a good deal of 
Hysteria in her case that produced some ^sontoms whidi 
made me more uneasy than I had real cause for & I hope 
you will not be uneag^ that I keep her here till I think 
there can be no dang^ in her traviUing for you know that 
where there is any thing Hysterical any fatigue is very 
apt to give disorder Mrs Watts has very kindly offered 
her coach to her to take the air Tha:*e is anothw mali- 
cious paper printing from the Assembly but do not 
trouble your self about it It can neither hurt the Gov' 
nor me with any considerate person but evidently dis- 
covers what sort of men the Authors of it are & will con- 
tribute to bring all our Disputes to a m(»^ speedy con- 
clusion At the same time it makes me more desirous to 
be here when the News comes from England whidi we 
have all the reason in the World to expect cannot be long 
Nothing shall make me uneasy happen what will if you 
& the children keep your healths & remain cheerf uU. My 
Love to the children 

Your most affectionate 
Cadwalladbb C!0Ii)lK. 
May 28tii 1747 

[Indonedl 

To 
M" Cqu)Bn at 

Coldin^kam. 
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Oov. Clinton to Duke of New Castle 

[In Colden's handwriting. See N.Y. Col. Doc's Vol. 6 p. 350] 

[May 30, 1747] 
I am under a necessity of giving your Grace the trou- 
ble of the inclosed representation from the Assembly of 
this Province from wh^ice your Grace will easily per- 
ceive without any comment upon it that his Maje^ is 
reduced to this Alternative either to Support his Author- 
ity in the hands of his Governor or to give it up to a Fac- 
tion who are attempting to rule by mear popular influ- 
ence Tho' I be perswaded that your Grace or any ior 
you need only read it over to disoova* the views of pur- 
poses which ihe contriva*s have yet it is not easy to om- 
ceive that so mudi niialice could arise not only without 
kind of just provacation but with all the aggravations of 
the highest ungratitude or that sudi a paper could be 
penned without any truth to support if by men who bear 
the least Character of Gent"" yet in truth so it is & As 
things are at present scituated in this Province it is 
hardly possible to find a legal method for evincing of this 
or for the proof of Facts & forming a Judgement upon 
them because ihere is no panson in Authority here that 
can in the present publidc di^ut^ be thought so in- 
diflFerent that a showing at least reasonable exertion 
may not be taken to him by one side or the other neither 
can it seem prudent or decent in a Gov*^ in diief to sub- 
ject his administration to the enquiry of those that are 
subject to his Authority If his Majesty from any thing 
on this representation shall think it of consequence suffi- 
cient to sending over a Commission to any persons he 
shall think prop^ not of this Province to make aiquiiy 
into my conduct since I have had the Administration of 
the Government it would give me much pleasure for 
thereby I would have it in my power which I cannot 
otherwise in a legal mann^ have to show that I have 
been so far from deserving the gross reflections whidi 
have been thrown upon me that I have with unwearied 
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diligence persueed every thing that occurred to me or was 
oonununicated to me by others for his Majesty's service 
& the B^iefite of this & indeed of all the Brittish Colo- 
nies on North Ammca & this imder such difSculties & 
obstructions as no Govamor of this or of any oth^ of the 
Colonies ever underwent from a most imgrateful & 
maliceous opposition This my Lord I think may in a 
great measure appear from the representation it self 
wherein they endeavour to throw heavey Slanders upon 
my Character from no other evidence but that of conmion 
report or rumour without the least enquiry to know the 
truth of any Fact on which such report or rumour was 
placed whereas I think it may & hope to make it appear 
that these reports & rumours were first rais'd & indus- 
triously spread by the compilers of this representation 
& afterwards given as the reason of making it But be- 
sides this sev^al Falshoods are boldly asserted of which 
itieare can be no doubt that they themselves knew to be 
8udi one instance of whidi comes within Your Grace's 
knowledge They say That his Majesty was graciously 
pleas'd to direct that the Presents to be made to the 
Indians in order to ^igage them in the War against the 
Frendi should be done at the charge oj the Crown & vnth- 
out any charge to this Colony Your Grace's letter was 
commimicated to the Coimcil & an extract of it laid be- 
iore the assembly Your Grace knows there are no such 
words of any such import in your Grace's letter to me of 
the 0th of April 1746 & that it contains all the Direc- 
tions which I have at any time receiv'd on that head 
Your Grace only directed that I should make the usual 
presents on that occasion by any words without express- 
ing whether at the expence of the Croim or of this Prov- 
ince And tho the most usual presents to the Indians 
have been allwise at the Expence of the Province I was 
laid under a necessity of making them at the expence of 
the Croun when the assembly refus'd to bear that ^- 
p«ice Now your Grace may observe how bold they are 
in their assertions when they are so litle upon their Guard 
in a matter within your Grace's own knowledge Your 
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Grace must allow me to say that such impudoit Fab- 
hoods & sudi bare faced Sland^ was never paiiapa so 
publickly & openly made wfaidi I make no doubt of prov- 
ing when a propar oj^xMtunity shall be given me for that 
purpose. 

But the Malideous intait of the Authors of this libd 
I think appears so evidently from its sdf & frcHn the 
e^irit whid^ appears through it evay where that I can- 
not make any doubt that from the Evidence this papers 
gives of it self your Grace will repres^it tliis matter in 
sudi manner to his Majesty that sudi orders & Instruc- 
tions be made thereon as shall liable me effectually to 
suppress this dangerous & virul^it Facticm & to en- 
coimtge those who have assisted me in withstanding the 
torrent of their violent passions If this be not don I am 
with humble submission of opinion that the Administra- 
tion must hereaftar remain in the hands of tliis or some 
other popular Faction that from time to time may arise A, 
no man in this place will after this attempt to support 
his Majesty's authority in the hands of his Gov^ against 
the power & malice of such like Factions. 

For this reason I must again earnestly recommend 
it to yoiu* Grace that Cadwallader Golden who is now the 
first in his Majesty's Coimcil be apointed L^ Gov' & y^ 
such encouragement be given to him as I formerly de- 
sir'd He has under all the difficulties whidi have been 
most inperiously thrown upon me assisted me with his 
advice & tho he has been 25 years in the Council & ^i- 
joy'd the personal friendship of all the proceeding Gov" 
(M'' Cosby only excepted) since he came into this prov- 
ince this verulent party are not able to fix any one definite 
diarge against him notwithstanding they evidently show 

how desirous they w^ of doing it if they could 4k J A 

restored to his place at the Council board whidi he fw- 
merly had & whidi was that next to M** Golden What 
ev^ were the reasons for suspending & removing this 
Gentleman horn the Council I believe they have l(Hig 
since ceased He is possest of one of the best Estates in 
this Country has great natural & acquired abilities k 
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known to be well skilled in the law & well acquainted 
with all the publick affairs of this & the neighbouring 
Gov** whereby He will be of great Service to his Majesty 
on ev^y occasion where such knowledge is requisite. By 
his Influence chiefly the Gov* of New Jersey where he 
is of his Majestjr's Council did in a much more gaierous 
manner provide for their part of the Expedition intended 
against Canada than was don in this Province & on all 
occasions he has shown himself a zealous & Loyal Sub- 
ject to his Majesty & the present royal family 

If these things be only done at this time & I be sup- 
ported & incouraged by his Majestjr's more genial In- 
structions I make no doubt not only of suppressing this 
virulent opposition by the measures I shall aftar this take 
but preventing the like for the future Their only hopes 
are from the great clamours they think they have rais'd 
& from the influence they have gain'd in the Council & 
the assembly who are gaierally a low & ignorant set of 
mankind but their conduct in their opposition at this time 
has contrary to their expectation produced an evident 
disapprobation among the people of sense of whidi the 
Faction began to be sensible as in some measure appears 
from the last paragraph in the representation & the ap- 
prehension of this produced this violent & as it were laist 
e£Fort of a strugling party Men in this place are affrajr'd 
openly to discover their Sentiment whereby they may be 
exposed to the resentment of an evidently maliceous 
Faction headed by a man known to be of violent pas- 
sions & chief Justice of this Province for life When 
they shall think themselves in any safety from sudi re- 
sentments I make no doubt the s^itiments of the people 
will appear y&ry different from what they may seem now 
to be 

The only reason for my not having exerted my Au- 
thority in a diffa:'ent mann^ from what I have don for 
suppression of this Faction is from the present circum- 
stances of the publick affairs while we are engaged in 
War & an Expedition at this time by his Majesty's orders 
prq>aring against Canada least from any thing don by me 
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it should be supposed that any obstruction had been put 
to that service & it is from the sense they have of this 
that those in the opposition have been incouraged in their 
audacious proceedings If any doubt remain with your 
Grace on any point the Papers whidi I formally sent to 
M*" Guerin I expect will sufficiently remove it 



From Peter CoUinson 

My Dear PV* 

Having So Safe a Conveyance ^the Warwidc Man. 
of Warr ^ the hands of Gov' Belcher — ^I send you your 
Brothers Disdiarge Yoiu* Book of Indian affairs is in the 

press. 

I have but a few minutes to Add that I am yr 

Affect*' fi-* 

P COLLINSON 
LOND 

Jime 1 
1747 

Pray my Reep to our Worthy 
F* M"^ Alexand^ 

[Indorsed] 

To 
Cadwalladbk Couon Esq^ 
Coldenham 
New York. 



CadwdUader Golden to Mrs Golden 

New York June 2* 1747 

My Dear 

I have now the pleasure to tell 3rou that Alsie is 
bravely recovered. She waa at Churdi last Simday & goes 
abroad again a visiting but there is something unludcy 
in our public affairs to prevent my returning home The 
Gov^ is not well in his health & the troops are again 
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mutinjring at Albany even so far as to threaten to plun- 
der the Countey if they have not their whole pay Till 
these things are settled it is so far from being propa* for 
me to return that I am resolved if I do not see that things 
are like to be put into a better state at Albany to send 
for you & the Children to this place As to this I hope to 
be determin'd in two or three days at furthest either by 
the resolutions the Assembly shall take or by News from 
England for we hear that a Packet lay ready at Ports- 
mouth for Boston & waited only for the Dispatdies to be 
sent from Court. The ass^nbly's last representation does 
th^n no service in this place people are generally dissatis- 
fied with it & I believe the Assembly will see that the Peo- 
ple are so before it be long. The mutiny continueing at 
Albany has occasioned the assembly to meet again up<Hi 
Business. I think I cannot be now long from you I am in 
good health & as die^ul as at any time The Assembly's 
scolding has not the least e£Fect upon my mind. I can- 
not write particularly to Cadwallader but he must not 
lay aside his thoughts of going to Albany I expect to 
be able to inform him fully by the return of the express 
which came last from Albany. Remember me affection- 
ately to all our Children & I must allwise repeat to you 
to take care of your self as being the only thing I am 
affrajr'd youl neglect 

Your most affectionate 
Cadwallader Coldin 

[Indoned] 

To 
M»CSou>iN 

at CddeDgham 



Cadwallader C olden to Mrs C olden 

New Yobk June 3^ 1747 
My Dear 

I wrote to you yesterday by M' Ellison's sloop since 
whidi I reed yours whidi you wrote after oiu* Daughter 
Colden's return home but Alsie or Jenny having it 4k 
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being gon out this aftemcxm to Greenwidi with M^ War- 
ren I cannot tell the date. This I hope will satisfy you of 
Alsie's perfect recovery She is as diearful as ev^ & noth- 
ing of her former illness appears but that she is a litle 
thinner. Her complexion is fredi & dear as ever. I can 
assure you My Dear nothing gives me any kind of un- 
easiness but my conc^n for you All the litle malice 
whidi has appeared does not in the least affect me. I am 
as cheerful as ever As I know diat events are not in my 
power I hope to submit to them with a dieerful mind 
what ever they be. This day a letter came bom Af Hari- 
son at Philad*^ that the C^pt^ of a privateer who was 
sent out to cruize on the coast writes that he had qx^ 
with a ship boim in to Virginia who said he had parted 
with Admiral Waren on the banks of Newfoundland with 
6 men of war k 40 tnuiqx)rts. I am called away k only 
time to subscribe 

Your most affecticmate 
Cadwalladbb Coldbk 
M** Harison's letter was wrote 
on Munday last & came by an 
express the Gov^ had sent to 
Philad** 
[IndotBed] 

To 
M» CouMK at Colden^bam 



From Benjamin FrankUn 

Philad* June 6, 1747. 
Sir 

W Harrison tell me you are still in New York, as 
deeply engaged in Publick Affairs, I suppose, as ever. 
When I consider your present Diq)osition to Retir^nent & 
Philosophical Meditation, I pity you: But I hope that 
Success will attend your Cares for the Publick Good ; and 
the Satisfaction arising thence will make you Some 
Amends. 
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The Deserters who are come hither from the Fovogb 
on your Frontiers, are 'tis said, unanimous in hating & 
Cursing the People of Albany. I wond^ at it: For I 
should have imagin'd that a People to be defended, would, 
from mere Views of Self Interest, have treated Strangers 
that came to defend them, with Such Kindness and Hos- 
pitality as entirely to gain their Affections. Our Governor 
is gone, and no Measures are taken to send the Deserters 
back to their Coloinrs, nor perhaps will be, imless the Ex- 
pedition goes on; whidi I am sorry to hear from Bos- 
ton, is thought to be laid aside, at least for this Sum- 
mer. If this comes to be known among the Troops, I am 
afraid the Desertion will become yet more general; un- 
less the Attempt on Crown Point, or something else to 
employ them, is ent^d upon; Men without Action gene- 
rally growing imeai^ and mutinous. 

My Son, who will wait upon you with this, is return- 
ing to the Army, his military Inclinations, (whidi I hoped 
would have been cool'd with the last Winter) continuing 
as warm as ever. If the Forces are to remain in your 
Government, it may Sometunes fall in your Way to assist 
him with your Advice or Coimtenance, in which you 
would exceedingly oblige me 

I send you by him, a Glass Tube; and enclose you tiie 
first Part of my Electrical Journal, whidi, roug^ as it is, 
may afford you some Amusement when you have a Lei- 
sure Hoiu*. You will find in it, my Manner of Rubbing tiie 
Tube; to whidi I need only add. That it should be kept 
perfectly clean, and never sully'd by Handling Ac. — ^By 
the time you have read & retiuu'd this, I shall have a 
Second Part ready to send you, containing a great Num- 
ber of Expmments, and more curious. — ^It is now discov- 
ered and demonstrated, both here and in Europe, that the 
Electrical Fire is a real Elenmt, or Species of Matter, not 
created by tiie Friction, but collected only. In this Dis- 
covery, they were befordiand with us in England; but we 

had hit on it before we heard it from them. What 

relates to the wonderful Effect of Points, tiie Difference 
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between Candle Light & Sun Light, and several other 
things in these Papers, the Philosophers at home, are still, 
as far as we know, ignorant of. 

I am, Sir, with great Re^)eot 
Your obliged & most humble 
Serv^ 
B. Fbankdin 

[Indoned] 

To 
The HonM« Cadwauwuhb Golden Esqr 
At 
New York. 



From Samuel Johnson 

Stbatfobd June y* 6^ 1747. 
S' 

I give you many thanks for your's of May 8 whidi 
very agreeable to me. I know your hands are full of pub- 
lic AfiFairs, So that it cannot be expected you Should 
have mudi Leisure for either thinking or writing on these 
Philosoi^ical Subjecta — ^And could you be sensible of 
the manner of Life I am obliged to live I should have 
little occasion to make any apology for my being so long 
before I answer your obliging Letters, nor for my incor- 
rectness of Expression when I do write, whidi is also 
doubtless the diief occasion of my not being deariy un- 
derstood, as well as of my not thoroughly entering into 
your meaning: for my Case is not altogether diawmilar 
to that of St Paul, particularly in my being in Jowmy^ 
ings often — & in perils among false Brethren^ as you will 
see by the inclosed, a Copy of w^ I beg your candid accept- 
ance, & that you will convey the other Copy with my 
Service to M' Watkins. 

I am intirely satisfied with the Amendments you allow 
me to make in the ingenious Draught you was so good 
as to Send me of your Notion of the first principles of 
Morality, — ^with which it now runs clearly to my Mind, 
& is equally pleasing to my Friends here to whom I have 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE CX3LDEN PAPERS-174S-1747 399 

oommunicated it. — ^As for the incidental Turn I made 
upon an Expression of 3rours in favour of Bp Berkelys 
Ssrstem, I was little more than jocular on that occasion; 
being not dogmatically tenacious of his peculiar Senti- 
ments, much less zealous of making you a prosdyte to 
them. — I must however observe that you have made a 
considerable approach towards them, at least so far as I 
am concerned to wish you to do, particularly in allowing 
that all our Ideas of S^isible things are tiie Effects of 
the Actions of Something on our Minds external to them, 
& that Resistance is an Action. — ^You Suppose indeed an 
Active Medium whidi you call matter intervening be- 
tween the Deity & our Minds perceiving, to the Action of 
which in perceiving they are passive; whidi, (tho' I am 
not dear in it,) does not affect me, so long as you allow 
all action throughout All sensible Nature to derive 
originally from Him. 

I doubt I expressed my Self Some how very care- 
lessly, otherwise you could not have Inferred from what 
I wrote that I ''attribute all Action immediately to the 
Almighty Spirit." I meant only all the Actions in Sen- 
sible Nature or the Actions ^eternal to us whidi pro- 
duce in oiu* Minds the Ideas of Sense & Imagination : but 
I was far from meaning that there are no other Actions 
besides those of the Deity: For this would be in effect 
to deny the moral Agency & Consequently the Existmce 
of Created Spirits. This would sap the Foimdation of 
Morality sure enough, & would be at least as bad as Spin- 
osism. — ^Bp Berkeley, any more than I, never doubted, 
but stron^y establidied the Existence & Agency not only 
of the Deity, but of other inferiour created Spirits, free 
Agents, capable of, & subject to Moral Government-^ 
all he contends for is. That there are no other than two 
sorts of Beings the One inteUig^t & self- Active; the 
oth^ meerly sensless & passive. That the Spirits, vis 
The Deity & created Intelligences alone are the Active 
Beings, & the Objects of Sense alone are meerly passive. 
And that there is no medium either Active or passive in- 
tervening between the Deity & our minds or tiieir Ideas, 
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whidi he takes to be Impressions or perceptions imme- 
diately produced by him on our minds, but not so as at 
all to necessitate their dioice or Actions, which he leaves 
intirely Free. — ^These I take to be the first principles of his 
System. — But however at a loss you may be about his 
peculiar Notions, there is a very pretty Book pub- 
lished in England in 1745 Called Dialogues concerning 
Education, being a plan for training up the Youth of 
both Sexes in Learning & Virtue, which I have lately sera 
& long to have you read it, & in whidi I dont doubt we 
should perfectly agree. — I have recommended it to M' 
Statford of N. York to jwrocure Sev«*al Copies of it to 
dispose of in the Country, for I do not think we could put 
a better tiling into the hands of our Children. — ^It is the 
prettyest thing in its kind, & tiie best Sjrstem — both in 
physical Metaphysical A moral philosophy as well as the 
Conduct of Life tiiat I have ever Seen. I remain 

S' 

your most obliged 
humble Sairant 

Samubl Johnson. 



CadwaUader Golden to Mrs Golden. 

My Dear 

I was fully resolved to have come home with our diil- 
drm at this time with Curtise & they have been these two 
or three days taking leave of their friends for this pur- 
pose But when I m^itioned my Design of my Daugh- 
ters going home to the Gov' without saying any thing 
with respect to vaywsAi he immediately answer'd that He 
thou^t it very wrong in me to send them in the way of 
the Mutineers at this time till we ware assured of the 
mutiny's being over And as I thou^t this may increase 
both yoiu* & my concern & uneasiness I have at last re- 
solv'd to wait the return of an express which set out yes- 
terday for Albany & is to return with all speed after hav- 
ing made the Gov" resolution known of pajring the whole 
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pay on certain conditions whidi if comply'd with must 
put an end to all the Disorders there & quiet the Country 
for the future. I was before so uneaiqr as to the mutiny 
that I had thoughts of sending for you & the Children 
to toun & tharefor you will not wonder that I so sud- 
denly changed my resolution of the time Jenny Alsie ex- 
pected to go on board And you must keep your self & 
the Children in readiness to come away for this place 
in case you have any account of the Mutineers marching 
dounwards from Albany for they have openly threatened 
to take their pay in plunder wherever they go & if once 
they b^in such kind of work none can tell what other 
outrages they may be guilty o£F. The only doubt whidi 
now remains is whether they will entirely comply with 
the conditions proposed for if they do not the Gov^ can 
not justify his paying them any thing & certainly he 
will not whatever be the consequence. I send Cadwalla- 
der his Commission along with this & he must hold him- 
self in readiness to go up about a week hence at which 
time he will receive his Instructions & I expect to bring 
them my self & give him what further private advice may 
be necessary. The Gov' has receiv'd an address from 
the Corporation of New York with complements to him 
on his administration an account of which I expect will be 
in the Newspapers & has made a good deal of talk in this 
Toim being so very different from what comes from the 
assembly. What is remarkable in this address is that 
it comes from the Magistrates chosen by the People an- 
nually & the Mayor who is apointed by the Gov' went 
out of toun & did not att^id & they in the opposition 
made the Deputy Mayor Drunk that he could not attend 
the common council at the time they had agreed to de- 
liver their address 

I have been the more eai^ in the sudden resolution 
of not suff^ing Jenny & Alsie to go up at this time be- 
cause I could by no means go with them the affair of the 
Mutiny making my stay at this time absolutely necessary 
& ihe/y must have gon up without any company in the 
sloop & by their stay I have good reason to hope to go 
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with them Besides that I think it hardly possible but the 
Dicpatcbes from England must reach us in a few days A 
you must be sensible of what (xmsequ^ioe it may be to 
my self to be h^*e at that time. You must not talk any 
where of the i^prdiensions I am under from the Mutiny. 
Jenny & Alsie are both abroad & since I tdd Curtise 
that they are not to go with him & the wind being fair 
he will not stay for their writing which I hitha*to trusted 
to & therefor you must excuse your not being infonned 
of all that perhaps you expected from them. I cannot for- 
bear repeating to you to take care of your self that noth- 
ing may allay our pleasure at meeting I am 

Your most affectionate 
Cadwallader Golden 
New York June 7*** 

1747 
What is don with req)ect to the Soldiers at Albany is 
with the Unanimous consent of the Council & perfai^ 
the only thing that has been don so fcH- some time 

[Indoned] 

To 
M" CoiiiiN at 
Colden^iaiD. 



From Thomas Osborne 

S' 

My very good friend M"^ Peter CoUinson, was so kind 
as to give me the 0£Fer of the History of the five Indian 
Nations, And knowing Your great good Character In- 
duced me to print it, And I do not doubt, but with Your 
Assistance I shall meet with Success in it, I have by M' 
CoUinson's recommendation, sent fifty of them to M' 
James Read at Philadelphia, with some other Book's 
whidi I should take as a favour if you would reconmiend, 
And If I shou'd find Encouragement, I should be glad if 
you would putt me in a way of Trading in Your Part of 
the World. 

If you have any Thoughts of making any further Edi- 
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tion to the Five Indian Nation's, I should be glad to have 
it as soon as possible, and I shall be very ready to give 
you Encouragement, in Proportion I shall receive from 
the former volume, but should be glad if you would bring 
it as low as possible, and add some of your Neighbouring 
Nations to it. 

Generall Oglethorpe haa promised to give me great 
help for the other Indian Nation's^ and he was so kind 
as to ovet look your Manuscript, and Approved it vary 
mudi, I am 

Y*^ most obed*^: Himible Serv* 
Tho: Osbobnb 
June 12^ 1747 



From Peter CoUdnsan an Same Letter as Above 

M' Osbom has presented you with Twelve Coppys which 
I shall send ^ first ship 

Y" P COLUNSON 
[Indofsed] 

To 
The Honourable Cadwaixadb Coums Esqi* 

at New Yoric 
VCap^TiniN 
via Pensilyania 



From Governor George Clinton 

Fort Frederick 8^ July 1747 
Sir 

I have had y^ devil & all to pay here with the new 
Levyes & Indians as to y^ first it was but last Monday y^ 
I oould get y^ Captains into any manner of agreement 
Severall insisting y* I had received (nrdars from home to 
pay them y^ first two Months Musters was their due 
according to y^ rules of y^ Army & abundance more» 
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Honyman at the head, they are at last oonvinoed A aie 
I^reparing their Muster Rolls for paym^it but whoi I 
sett out is uncertain but intaid as soon as possible I ean 
in order to meet y* Assembly in order engage our n^g^ 
hours to drive y* Fr^idi back & if possible to take or de- 
molish Crown Point. 

Coll' Johnson came down last Thursday & with him 
Lucas, Moses & about 20 more Indians, who spoke to 
me & next day dieafly insisting to know y* meaning why 
the Army is not arrived as I assured them last me^ang, 
that I had drawn them into an Indian War & they did 
not see any Fcnrce I had to Saive ihem from being dis- 
taroyed by their inveterate Enimie y* Fr^idi & iheir In- 
dians & a great deal more, whidi I was to answer on 
Saterday but hearing Henrick was coming doun I deferred 
it to hear what he had to say & answ^ them at Once, 
finding Henrick did not come, I sent an orda* to Ci^t^ 
Maddntosh to send a Guard with him & on M<mday in 
y* afternoon he came with about 20 More, and Yestoday 
nuHning I had about 30 of them in my litUe parlour just 
over y^ Kitdien & a Monstrous hot day, they came about 
^ past nine & did not leave me till ni^ One, CoU' John- 
son told me ovtf ni^t that Henrick proposed to be very 
loud & Speak vary plainly to me as if I had deceived 
them, upon Jdinson & Stevens telling him it would 
not be propar before the others he iMX)mised not, but to 
tell me my own in privitt, but afte«* I delivar'd my an- 
sw^, notwithstanding his promise he began and was 
exceeding angry indeed & very impertinant y^ I was 
hardly able to bear him, he call'd upon y* M(diawks & 
told th^n I had drawn them & him into y* War <Sc y^ he 
was come down to see y* Army, instead of seeing / 
He found they were betrayed, y' the French no sooner 
proposed anything but tiiey Set about it & then hit 
me in y* Teeth of Sarahtoga & severall ofhet things 
& our not making any head against this Army, As 
for his part he would leave his Castle & take all his 
people with him & so we parted in a sort of a pett, I told 
him I was come up to settle the Army & to give him all 
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y^ assistanoe I eouM & would hav^ Aaaistaiioe from my 
Nei^boum if I found there waa occasion for it but all 
did not signifie, about six a Clock in y^ Evining Aaron 
Stevens came up to me to tell me Henrick wanted to 
Speak with me in privitt I told him as he had Said in 
publick what he was to say to me in privitt, I would have 
nothing to say to him but at last I thou^t it as well to 
hear what he had to Say, but y^ Scene was greatly 
changed for he was all goodness & we parted the best 
friends y^ ever was, and did everything but hug & kiss 
& he was quite soba: as do them justice ih&y every one 
was, I was forced to fill y^ dogs pockitts. They all leavd 
me God be praised this afternoon, & then I shall sett to 
my other affairs, I have given orders to Johnson to go 
dh^ectly to work to build a Fort at Ck>nojohare & this I 
ord^-ed heiiyre Henrick asked it. 

I am glad to hear Miss Golden is quite recovered at 
York & hope Mrs Golden & family are well We all here 
joyn in Gomplm^ and am 

Sir 
Your very humble S«r^ 

G Glinton 
I have just received an Acct y* Gonnecticut Govemm^ 
has Marched 400 men to this Frontier & New Hampshire 
to 700, & Mr Shirley has ordered his Troops to assist us 
in case the Stroke should come this way, expecting y* 
Same in return & perticulary to assist y^ Mohawks witii 
Men & build Forts for them at y^ Same time is endeav- 
ouring to fling all this upon me, something must be done 
soon & it is absolutely Necessary fcur me to meet y* As* 
sembly to recommend tho' I dont expect mudi, tho it is 
absolutely necessary for them to do something now or 
niver, for we durst not pretend to send out any party 
unless a v^scy strong one and we have not been able to 
get any intelligence from Sarahtoga since these people 
went & most people are of an opinion that th^ are build- 
ing a Magazine for stores & provisions iot their Sculking 
Partyes at Garrying place That what I have to say must 
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require your assistance & I desire you will be at your Sons 
House by the 16th In"^ when I shall call to take you in, 
it is unavoidable I therefore desire you will not faile, 

[Indoned] 

To 
Oovw AiP CoiiiBN Eatf 
To be left at his Sons. 



Oov. Clinton's Meeting With the Indians 

July 16 1747 

ATT A MEETING of the Mohawks with his Ecell^ 
BROTHER we come down as a Guard to our good frigid 
CoU** Johnson, and finding you here were veary glad of the 
Opportimity, of seeing, ife q)eaking to you. for thare 
has been a time, & not long since that we Were afraid 
of Seeing, or Speaking to our Brethren. & that Occasioned 
by the doings of some Vile people as we are now sensible, 
but their fears are all vanished, & drove away by the 
strong Assurances You have giv^i us Last Summ^, A 
ever since of your good Meaning towards us 

BROTHER you told us Last Fall that you Were at 
War with a Cruel Enemy the French, who daily mur- 
dered Your people round about. Upon which we heart- 
ily renewed the old Covenant, or Agreement betwe^i you, 
db us, in so much that whatever Good or Evil happens^ 
to the one. Happens to the oth^. You gave us then the 
Ax, to use against your Enemies & told us, you Expected 
soon to destroy Canada with your Army, we took up the 
Ax, & promised to use it against your Enemies, in Con- 
junction w*** you 

BROTHER we have since sent out by Coll"" John- 
son to Canada, to Annoy the Enemy. & get Prisoners, 
to give us News of all their Motions, while your Army 
mi^t be getting ready. All this we have done to shew 
our heartiness to Join & assist you, even with the loss of 
Severall of our Chief A Principle Warriours, who dyed 
lately for their Broth- Cause Wherefore BROTHER we 
expect you will not make peace upon any terms Until 
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we fully Revenge the deaths of all our Brethren which 
we are ready, & Have been this long time to do had we 
but your Assistance. 

But BROTHER we are afraid you are not in Earnest, 
for no other reason, then that we dont see you do any- 
thing with your Army as we Expected, & hop'd for 

BROTHER we are at present oblig'd to Acquaint 
You, that our Brethren the Conajoharees are mudi Ex- 
posed to the Enemy, wherefore desire earnestly that you 
would Immediately fortifie them, & when that is done 
thy nor We cannot possible do, without a Number of 
Brisk Men, to be ready always to Jump out, & Join Us 
in pursueing & destroying the Enemy, whenever thy In- 
vade you or Us for which purpose if You allow us but 
Men to be ready at a Call, we will engage to perform. 

BROTHER that will be the only best means to Satis- 
fie all our friends, & Allies, the far distant Nations (who 
daily flock to us, & offer their Service when we Call upon 
them) that we are Capable of defending ourselves & An- 
noying our Enemy in some Measure, Untill the Army 
may be ready to March, which is what we most Earnestly 
wish for 

BRETHREN I am pleas'd with your Gratitude of Coll*^ 
Johnson in Conducting him to Albany, & thank God who 
has preserved our lives to this day, & given us an Op- 
portunity of Speaking face to face: 'tis true I did not 
expect to Meet you here, but am glad of the Occasion 
to Commend your Fidelity, & good Service since you 
Jo3m'd us against our Enemies; Your fears are now 
over, A you may be for ever assured of my Good inten- 
tions towards you, do you but Proceed Briskly as you 
have began, & you may depend upon all tiie Encourage- 
ment^ & Protection in my Power; I am now Come to 
put Our People in as good Orders as I can, either to 
Receive or March Out against the Enemy, & as I pro- 
pose never to deny you assistance, in Return I expect 
you will be harty to go out With us When call'd upon. — ^I 
am much Concerned at the Loss of some of your Flinciple 
Men, & hope by our Mutuall Assistance we Shall get Sat- 



Digitized by 



Google 



408 THE CXUDBN PAPIBS.-47«B^7« 

isfacUon for them before we bury the Hatdiet — Our 
Brethren the Con^joharees you say ar& Expoe'd, I hA¥e 
Given Orders to CoU'' Johnson to fortefia their Caatle 
as soon as Possible, & shall order a sufficient Number of 
Men for their defenee, whidi may Convince you & all 
our Friends^ & Allies^ that I am in Earnest, & you may be 
Aseur'd your Sale^ shall be my Particular Study. Breth- 
T&a my Beaohiticm is stedfast, & am Now bringing my 
People to be ready to Join yoursy & act as (me Body, and 
Expect you will uae your Endeavours to the same Effect 
among your People, of whatever Nation, Ihat we may 
live <fc dye together— I most earnestly recommend to you, 
not to Listm to any Reports or any thing said to you, 
beside what you Hear from CoU^ Johnson, whom you 
may depend shall r^)eat to You all the Intelligmce I 
can give him, in Return I expect you Will make rq>ort 
to hinii, of every thing you hear as Well what Relates 
to your own Afiaira^ aa concerning the Enemy & their 
Motions^ that he may Inform ma Thus it is to live A 
act like Broth^s, <fc Ckmvince the World we are ins^- 

^'ahle 

BROTHER as to your desireing us to listen to Our 
Good friend CoU? Johnson, we are oblig'd to You for it» 
<fc in Answer tii^:eto, must tell you that for these twelve 
Months paat, & better we have Minded nor listned to no 
Body Else; neither do we intend it; And BROTHER you 
may depend upon ity that whatever News we have anumg 
Us^ shaU be inunediately brought to him, In order that He 
may Acquiont you of it> la Return we Expect you will 
continue to do the sanoie. As You have don this year 
past. & then the World ^all be Ckmvinced that we are 
one Body, & ins^erable. 



Copy of the Chief Justice Plan Jvly 99 171^7 

[In Colden's handwriting] 

If the Fort at Croun Point be to be attacked this 
season The Forces intended for that Enterprise should 
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be on tlieir Merdi thither on or before the Ist of Sept'' 
next 

It should be given out that the Design is against Mon- 
treal & to be ciyried on by the way of the lake Champlain 
A by the way of the lake Ontario A so doun St Lawrwioe 
of The Massaehusets bay the 1500 men & of Connecticut 
llie 1000 with a body of 6 or 700 Indians to go against 
Crown pomt this it is thought will be a force suficient 
for this purpose The New York Levies witti 2 or 300 
Indians to iMX>ceed to Oswego & to attack the French 
Forts cm the lake Ontario The Advantage of this 
Method are evident as it will obl^ the French to divide 
tlieir Forces or constrain them to stay at Montreal & 
thereby greatly facilitate the reduction of Croun point 

Taking Croun point will drive the Ennemy farther 
from our Borders & incourage the Indians to act more 
vigorously agt the Frendi & their Indian dependents 

Destroying the French Forts on the lake Ontario will 
break the Course of liieir trade & be a means to bring the 
far nations of Indians into a dependanoe on the Brittish 
Int^'est & by proper manag^n^ into a war against the 
French The consequence of which would be the driving 
the French into their Touns A destroying most of their 
Settlem^Qts 

Hie Expenoe of each of thw levies to be bom by the 
respective Colonies 



CadwaUader Colden to Benjamin Franklin 

Nbw Yobk Aug 3* 1747 
& 

Baxters [book?] was gon so much out of my memory 
that I could not for scHne time recollect any tiling of it 
I cannot now recollect whether I sent ba<^ jrour obsaira- 
tk>ns on it if I have not they are among my papms whidi 
I carried to the Country & are now thare I can remem- 
ber that when I look^ into that book I thought that he 
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did not understand the subject on whidi he treated as 
i^pear'd to me from several passages in the book. As 
soon as I return home I shall look carefully tor the 
papers you sent but what Ihey were I do not at present 
remember please th^efcM* to assist my memory. 

Some G^f" here are desirous to go on Electrical ex- 
periments We hear that jrou have the whole apparatus 
sent over from England They would purchase the like 
if they can be made at Philadelphia from what you have 
sent to you. Please to let me know whether any of your 
Artists can do it & what may be the price. I am 
S' Your most obliged humble sairant 

Cadwalladkb C0Ii>EN. 



From Peter CoUineon 

LoND Aug: 3:1747. 
My Dear Friend 

I have taken the first opportunity to Send you a 
Sample of your Indian History the Dedication was made 
without my Leave or consent w^ makes mee uneasie, I 
was out of Town & M' Osboum was in hast to publish 
& so it happened or Else the Vson I should have Choosen 
would have been Lord Lonsdale 

Pray does M' Barclay continue amongst the Indians, 
would he not be a proper ^son to give us some account 
of Their notions of y* Diety A Futurity; who can enou^ 
admire his Christian Resolution the Almighty power 
that has Kindled such a Noble Ardotu* on his Soul, no 
doubt will Bless his Pious Endeavours Some Hints of 
his proceedings & Success of his Mission will be v^y 
Acceptable to Mee the progress of Piety A Vertue fills 
my Mind with Joye unspeakable 

I was agreeably delisted with thine of may the 11^ 
& I hope Bryants arrival will Establish my Credit — ^I am 
not yett able to Send any remarks on Thy Cause of 
Gravitation in Short I find the more it is Examined the 
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more they are at a Loss what too offer & so in Short Say 
nothing— -but tho Wee are Sil^t yett the oppertunitieB 
I have Lately had of Sliding it to most of the Capital 
places & universities in Eiux>pe — ^I ^swade my Self Some 
or other will at Last Saye Something for it or against 
It I communicated thy Last Scheme to our Principle 
People in that Branch of Sci^ice & from one of them 
I Receed the Enclosed— but it is now witii M' Jones, 
what I hear further I will Report with Candour 

Butt I omitted giveing a hint of the Malevolent Tem- 
per of a C^i;ain great Mathemati'^ amongst us on Read- 
ing thy Tract on Gravitation — ^He Sayes— 

I am amazed how this Book got to New York, for I 
am satisfied it came originally from Hence and was once 
under a Cover with other things — & the pacquet haa 
been Gutted — 

This poor Man is a Little toudied in his pericranium 
So That, I hope will Excuse Him 

Our people at the Helm are so taken up with Raiseing 
Supples for the Warr & Choosing a New Parliam^ that 
they hav't time to Think of you 

As I told you before — ^your Gov" recommending you 
to his Majesties Favour I take to be Meer Amusement 
When any place becomes Vacant in y' Govern* or any 
othar Gov^nment or in the Customes, that is fitt fc^* you 
or y' Son then Try y' Great Man & See the Effect of his 
promises — ^He finds He cannot do without you & now he 
carresses you with Fair Speeches, but pray remember his 
first behaviour then you was not worthy his Least Notice 
— ^This you may Excuse but cannot forget So you will 
keep in with Him as He does with you for Interest, & 
this is the faith that is to be Kept with Courtiers — ^untill 
they appear of a Different Cast of Mind & then Wee will 
receive them into owe Bossoms. 

Yotu* Good Broth*^ has two Sons Hopefull men now 
in Town, He reserves a Little Money in my Hands to 
Supply them if they Want as I had a very Safe opper- 
tunily as I thought by Gov^ Balcher in his pacquet I 
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sent you your Bcothera Diaebaqpe idiich I bope will 
come Safe 

If you write by bitto & starto to muBt I ot E]ge not 
write at all, as Such you have the Sinoere EndeaFouzs 

of y' Aff ecticmate h^ 

PCOLUKSOK 

M*^ Jones Sends mee this Short Observation 

M' CMden is Mistalc^i in every part of his Conjectaroe, 
He mist^es Do<f Bradley aa to the {mnciple 

To 
Cabvauabv CoiMW EtQ' 

Coldin^iani 
New York. 



[Copy of same letter as the one above but vnth an 
addUional P. 8. as follows.] 

Prom another P^^son I received this— 
I am thankful! for M' Goldens Paper, but to ccmader it 
thro' out will take more Time than I can conveniently 
spare, I shall only observe to you that I think he has 
mistaken DocT Bradley, and therefore diarged him with 
an Error in the first Foundation of his Hieory, and which 
it appears to me that M' Golden has fallen into, from 
his not coni»dering, that the Parallax is ^tfa^ ins^isible 
or very inconi^dwable in different Parts of the Earths 
Orbit, his whole Objection and ^idi he calls Do& 
Bradleys Slip is entirely foimded on this— 

Oct^ 20th 1747 
I rece^ yoiu* Last with the Queries which I ahall answer 
in Due Time I have yoiuii of July 24**" under Considera- 
tion I wish you could Carry the point you WiA but the 
Secretarys of State are to taken up with the Embaras- 
ments of our ^sent uncertain Situation that Little notaoe 
can be taken of Colony affairs 
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CadwoHMer Colden to Mr$. Colden 

New Yobk Aug 3* 1747 
My Dear 

Tho' ycm have not wrote to me I cannot leit thb op- 
I>ortumty 8lq> without a line to you & iho' I eaanot give 
you any particular information ettiber of my stay or 
return We have had acYeral meetings in Council but I 
cannot say that we have made any 9^eat advance in our 
rmoluticms nor what ia like to be the event but we can- 
not continue long under uncertaintiea but must resolve 
something In the mean time I can assure you that I 
am in perfect health Many C%iildren dye at this time 
but I hear of nothing imumal among elderly people or 
those grown up We have no kind of News from any 
part They se^n to be more quiet at Albany than for 
m>me time past, jy Bard^s son is very ill of a lingering 
fever. Pray my Dear take care <tf your self A let me have 
frequently or as oftai as ycm can the pleasure to hear 
that you are in health & dieerfuU I am pleaa'd with 
what you have ordered for Alice If that do not remove 
the uneasiness at her Stomack I would have hi&r try the 
Tar Water at night & to ride out daily before noon while 
it is cool. James Monel carried up what I directed for 
James McNeal five pills are to be made of every half 
dram A; he is to take at first two evay nifi^t 4c increase 
the number till they keep his body open If they purge 
above 3 times in the 24 hours he must stop 4c less^i the 
number of pills He is to drink a Decoction of Pine tops 
af tar them All our acquaintance are well 

Your most affectionate 

CADWAUiADSB COLDEN. 
Iladoned] 

To 
Mn. Caums 

At 

Ck]ldengfaam. 
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From Benjamin FrankUn 

Philad* Aug* 6 1747. 
Sir 

The Observations I sent you on Baxter's Book were 
wrote on a Sheet or two of Paper in Folio. He builds 
his whole Argum^it on the Vis Inertise of Matter: I 
boldly denjr'd the Being of sudi a Propwiy, and endeav- 
oured to demonstrate the contrary. If I succeeded, all 
his Edifice falls of course, unless some otiier way Sup- 
ported. I desired your Sentiments of my Ai^um^it. 
You left the Book for me at N York, with a few lines 
containing a short Censure of the Author; and that your 
Time had been mudi taken up in Town with Business, 
but you was now about to retire into the Country, whore 
you should have Leisure to peruse my Papers; since 
which I have heard notiiing from you relating to th^n. 
I hope you will easily find them, because I have lost my 
roug^ Draft; but don't give youreelf mudi Trouble about 
them; for if they are lost, 'tis really no great Matter. 

I am glad to hear that some Gentlem^i with you are 
endin'd to go on Electrical Experimaits. I am satisfy'd 
we have Workmen here, who can make the Apparatus 
as well to the full as that from Londcm; and th^r will 
do it reasonably. By the next Post I will send you their 
Computation of the Expence: If you shall conclude to 
have it done here, I will oversee the Work, and take 
Care that every Part be done to perfection, as far as the 
Nature of the Thing admits. 

Instead of the Remainder of my Rough Minutes cm 
Electricity, (whidi are indeed too rough for your View) 
I send you enclosed Copies of two Letters I lately wrote 
to M*^ Collinson on that Subject When you have perus'd 
them, please to leave them with M** Nidiols, who I shall 
desire to forward them * next Post to a Friend in Con- 
necticut 

I am glad yotu* Philosoj^ical Treatise meets witii so 
good Reception in England. M' Collinson writes the 
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same Things to M*^ Logan; and M' Rose of Virginia writes 
me, that he had received Accounts from his Correspond- 
ents to the same Purpose. I long to see some of their 
Observations on it. I perceive by the Papers, that th^ 
have also lately reprinted in London, your History of 
the Five Nations in 8^ If 'tis come to your Hands, I 
should be glad to have a Si^t of it. 

M' Logan, on a Second Reading of your Rece on 
Fluxions, lately, is satisfied, that some of the Faults he 
formerly objected to it, were his own, and owing to his 
too little Attention at that Time; he desires me to tell 
you so, and that he ask your Pardon. Upon what M' 
Ck>Ilinson wrote, he again undertook to read and consider 
yx>ur Philosophical Treatise: I have not seen him Since, 
but I shall soon, and will send you his Sentiments. I 
am, Sir, with great Respect, 

Your most humble Serv* 

B Fbankun 



The Answer from the River Indians to the Five Nations, 
to a Message Delivered to Them Autf^ 10 174? 

UNCLE, I went some time ago to acquaint you of ihe 
loss of one of the Principal of our Young Men, Eill'd 
by the Enemy; & in answer you informed me by a string 
of Wampum, that you had lost by the Enemy fourteen 
of your People, where of four were of your Chiefe. I 
thank you for this Liformation. . « . 

UNCLE You further tell me, tiiat you remember 
about three years ago, I came to treat w*** you, at your 
Castle, & y^ desired, that I would think of the old Agree- 
ment made by our Forefathers; whidi was that if any 
thing hi^pened to the One, it happened to the other, 
A that we might live & dye togetiier; now I thank you 
for Hiis Liformation. . . . 

UNCLE You also tell me, that as we are now Joined 
in the War with our Brethren the English, & having 
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loit Severafl of oar people on botii sides, Yov are HBy 
resolred 4c determined to lafl on tiie Enemy with all your 
mig^t now I thank 70a for this information. . . . 

UNCI£, again you tell me, that having considered 
Serioudy of my Mesnge db also acquainted me w*^ your 
loss you desire me to go mi with all my Foree against y* 
Enemy & by a Belt of Wampum you assure me that you 
will alwaj^ keep up to the old Agrerasent made by our 
Forefathers, A that we are insqiarable, till death; I thank 
3rou for this Information. . . . 

UNCLE, You tell me, you desire me for fear of a 
mischance to wear a rid string, tyed to the Crown of my 
Head that we may know one another in the Wood Now 
I thank you for this Information. . . . 

Amwer to Anather Lmtdy Reff 

UNCLE, you tell me you sent your regards to me 
certifying me of the CNd Agreement entered into by our 
Forefatheni & that the Messages from eadi ciher per- 
fectly harmonise & are one: I thank you that you tell 
me so: 

UNCLE, you tell me yoiu* Town is full of evil: A all 
besmear'd with Blood: you ha^re done kindly to inform 
me of this 

UNCLE, you tell me that wherever you see y* FrenA- 
mans Son, [meaning FVendi Indians in guieral] you 
make War upon him; A wherevw you see y* Finendi man 
himself, you make War upon him. I tibank jovl for this 
Information. 

UNCLE, You t^ me, where^rOT I see the FVeneh 
Mans Son I must make War upon him; & that wherever 
I meet w^ the FVenchman I must make War upon him 
I thank you for this Message. 

UNCLE, In answer to my enquiry how we should 
prevent Mistakes in our Wars, You teU me, if I see any 
Body I must adc Who are you <& if he preeentiy Answers 
I am frc»n Conajoharee then ytm must Smdce together: 
but if Shall say I am a Frenchman, then you must imme- 
diately fight him. I thank you for thi& 

You tell me you have already sent this Message to 
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Our EVienda aa fair as to tiie ShouwumBooea^ & ihsit yoa 
Now send it to me here at Wmnnihhqtuhook, I thank 
ytm. for this Infdnnatioa 



CadwaUader Golden to Mrs Golden 
My Dear ^irw YoaK Aug VX^ 1747 

I waa at West Chester when yours came to my lodg- 
ing whither I went on Munday morning & retum'd yes- 
terday. Betty A the Children are all very well She 
poor Woeman is very big but as well otherwise as can 
be expected. I have not time to write largely Only I 
must tell you that my return home cannot be so soon aa 
I expected last time I wrote & now I cannot set any 
time for it The Gov' has sent an express to Boston after 
the arival of the Man of War from England When that 
express returns p^aps we may have more News than 
now is publick Catherwood may be soon expected by 
a ship which was to go to Cape Breton soon after this 
man of War sail'd which is come in. Next time I write 
probably I can tell you more News Rem^nber me af- 
fectionately to our Children I am in perfect health tho 
the Weather is extremely hot 

Your most affectionate 
Cadwalladsb Colden. 
I hear of nothing that need give me any reason to be 
uneasy but rather otherwise 

[IndcwBed] 

To 
M» CoLDiNat 

Cold 



GUnton to the Gorporation of the Gity of New York 

[In the handwritiiig of CadwaUader Cdden] 

As the ease & safely of the people of this Province has 
been my constant care you may be assured that I would 
have cheerfully complied with your request at this time 
without delay but the jHwent Diq>osi1ion of the Forces 
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at Albany requirai some time to consider in what maimer 
it can be don without prejudice to his Majesty's Service 
As soon as it can be you may assure your selves it shall 
be complied with. 

Gent'' You know what difficulties I have had to stru^ 
with for twelve months past the maimer therefcM* herein 
you express your S^itiments of my administration can- 
not but be very acceptable to me at this time aa you are 
the representatives of the Metropolis of this Ihrovince 
& the seat of Government & annually chosen by the Peo- 
ple I have reaaon to think that you truely represent them 
in your Sentiments & since your doing it at this time 
cannot fail of being of some use to his Majesty's sorice 
I return you my thanks for this address. 



From Benjamin Franklin 
Sir 

I am glad the electrical Obs^rations please you. I 
leave them in your hands another Week. Our Workmen 
have undai;aken the Electrical Apparatus^ and I believe 
will do it extremely well: It being a new Job they can- 
not Say exactly what their Work will come to, but ihey 
will diarge reasonably when done, and th^ find what 
Time it has tak^i. I suppose the whole will not exceed 
ten or twelve Pounds. — 

I send you Endos'd the Advertisement of the Histoiy 
of the 5 Nations— 

We are told heare, that Gov. Belch^ has brou^t 
Orders to disband the Forces raised for the Expedition 
against Canada; you know before this Time whether 
this is true, and wheth^ the Expedition is postponed 
only, or the Thoughts of it entirely laid aside. 

I am, Sir, with great Respect 

Your most hum* Serv* 
Philad* Aug\ 13. 1747 B Pbanillin 

[Indoned] 

To 
The hatk^K Cao» Coiain Emf New York 
FVee B FkAMKUM 
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BY the Commrs for executing the Office 
of Lord High admiral of 
Great Britain and Ireland & (f. 

TO The President of the Council of New York for the 
Time being. 

By Virtue of the Power and Authority to us given by 
Act of Parliament made in the first Year of the Reign 
of King William and Queen Mary, entitled an Act for 
abrogating the oaths of Supremacy, and Allegiance, and 
appointing other Oatiis; We do hereby empower, and 
depute you, to administa* the Oaths and Test appointed 
by Act of Parliament to the Honble George Clinton Esq' 
before you deliver to him the Commission herewith sent 
you, appointing him admiral of the White Squadron of 
His Majesty's Fleet; and you are to return to this Board 
his Subscription of the said Test, togeth^ with a C^- 
tificate und^ your hand of his having taken the said 
Oaths. Given undar our hands and the seal of the Office 
of admiralty this 14**" Day of August 1747. 

Yeeod Bbauclerk 
[GaoBoi] Anson 
W[blbore] Ellis 

By Command of their Lordahips. 
E. J. CiMwuan, 



From John Bcartram 

August y* 16^ 1747. 
Esteemed Friend 

I have received thy kind letter of July y* 27 by y* 
hands of our worthy friend B. F. I have nothing new to 
acquaint thee with I have received two letters from 
Gronovius concerning several Curiosities whidi I s^it 
to him he mentions A Curious book whidi he hath sent 
me whidi he calls y' Fauna medica wrote by lineus but 
I have not received it yet— y* worm seed y* Doctar Bard 
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tould thee of is what is called dienopodium Botris or 
oak of Jeruaol^ii it grows very naturaly to y* southward ; 
if thee hath it not I can easily put A vew seeds in A 
lett^ whereby thee may soon raise enou^ I want scmie 
seeds of y^ arbor Vita & y^ paper birch which grow on 
y^ katts kill mountains y^ seeds of both is ripe near y* 
same time — ^I have delayed longer writeing to thee in 
hopes of A ship coming from London wherdby I mi^t 
perhaps have pikdc^d out some curious observatioiis from 
some of my letters that might have rendered this letter 
more ugteeakHi^: however I hope thee will bdiev^ that 
I am thy Sinoear 

Friend Johk BABfiBAic 

[Indorsed] 

To 
Doctor 

Caswaladk Counbt 
These. 



Committee of Council Report, August S6, 1747 
At a C!ommittee of Couaoil 

Present 
Mr. Livingston 
M' Chief Justice 
M' Horsmanden 
M' Murray 
M' Moore. 

May it please Your Exelleni^ 

Your Exellency was pleased on Saturday last to de- 
liver some ParticulaiB in Writing to the Ck)uncil, for their 
Consideration, Which w^:e referred to a Committee of 
the whole Council or any five of them, The Council met 
the same Evening, & not having had Copies, were of 
Opinion they should be made out next Morning & de- 
liv«*'d to the Members, that they xxn^t consider of the 
several matters contained therein, against their next 
meeting; which was appointed for the night following, 
when the Committee again met, but as most of the Com- 
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mittee did not receive their Copies till the meeting, They 
had not a sufficient time for Consideration, but however 
the Committee entered into the Matt^is refared to 
them; A wwe all of Opinion (at least no Opposition was 
made) that it would be necessary before they could form 
a Judgmrat, to b^ some furth^ infcmnation of your 
ExeUency, as to the three first points, & acccHtiin^y 
directed M** H(»ismanden their Qiairman, to apply to 
yowr Excellency for it, who return"* us for Answa*, That 
*Tfou have sufficient Authority for what you said in that 
Pap^, & that you are only accountable to his Majesty 
for what you do. And that whatever your Exellenpy 
thinks prop^ to communicate to the Council, The Coun- 
cil are to take it upon yoiu* Word/' 

Upon this Answer, We humbly beg leave to observe 
to yoiu* Exelltticy how widely you have mistaken the 
Intuition of the Committee, into whose Thoughts it 
never entered to call your Exellency to account. We 
knew your Exellency is accountable to his Majesty, 
& as our Duty is to his Majesty we leave it. But surely 
ff" if the Council, or the Committee of the whole CoimcU 
conceive, that thwe is any obscurity in what your Ex- 
ellency delivers, or that you are able to furnish them 
with further Helps, to iuform their Judgements, upon 
things referred to them, it is proper for them to apply to 
your Exellency; <Sb this application, as the Committee 
conceives^ can in no sense be misconstrued, or misrep- 
resented as a Calling your Exellwicy to account: & to 
clear our Selves from any misrepresentation of that kind. 
We take the Liberty to let your Exellency know the rea- 
son on which we proceed. 

Yoiu* Exellency says 'TTou likewise must observe to 
the Council, that you can not any longer find provisions 
for the Forces at Albany, either of the Independmt Com- 
panies, nor New Levies, nor continue the Expence the 
Crown has been put to, for securing the Fidelity of the 
Indians, or for sending out parties of them, either as 
Out-Scouts or to annoy the Enemy." 

As your Exellency has for a considerable time past 
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found Provisions for scmie of the New Levies at Albany, 
not raised in this Province, A put the Oown to a great 
Expenoe, for securing the Fidelity of the Indians, it was 
natural for the Connnittee to desire to be informed by 
your Ezellency, whether you had Orders from his Majes^ 
to decline it now; for if your EzeU»i<7 has not 
been disavowed in what jrou have done, the same Rei^ 
sons which at first prevailed with you to undertake it, 
might be of Weight with you to continue it, whidi we 
himibly conceive was a good Reason for the Committee, 
to iHuy for some further Light, to guide their Judgmaits, 
& without which, it is hardly possible for the Conmiittee 
to form any Opinion. 

Upon die whole, the Committee are humbly of Opin- 
ion as to the first pointy that as M' Shirley & M' Knowles 
are to meet together, to advise as to the Diqx)sition of 
the Forces levied on the Expedition against Canada, It 
would be advisable for yoiu* Excellency to write to them 
in the most pressing terms represoiting the danger that 
would attend the removal of all the Levies, from this 
Province, & we make no doubt but that on a full Rq>- 
resentation it will plainly i^pear to them, to be so evi- 
dently for his Majest/s Service, to continue at least 
the Levies raised in this Province, that we cannot doubt 
frx)m those Gentl^nens Capacity, & Ejiowledge, they 
will be of Opinion to continue th^n in this Province, & 
dispose of th^n in sudi Manner as is of most advantage 
to his Majesty's Service. 

As to the second & third Points, your Exellency 
may observe the Committee canivot come to an Opinion 
without fiu*ther Light. 

As to the fourth, yoiu* Exellency says, "you expect 
that great Nimibers of the distant Indians, are now with 
Coll Johnson, their meeting with a dissapointment in 
their Expectations at this time may be of the most fatal 
Consequence.'' 

The Committee beg leave to observe, that as your 
Exellency must have expected those Indians to be now 
with Co" Johnson, They can not but think your Exel- 
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leiicy had before made suitable provisions for that Ev^it, 
& that therefore they cannot meet with or dissapoint- 
Kient of their Expectations. 

As to the fifth & last point, respecting the State of 
the Garrison at Saragjitoga, the Committee are at a loss 
what to advise, they being altogether strangers to any 
thing relating to it, Your Excellency not having vouch- 
safed to communicate to the Council any particulars 
uiK>n that Head. 

Before we conclude, we are under a necessily to ob- 
serve to yoiu* Exellenpy, that this Day at 10 o'Qock in 
the Morning, was appointed to prepare a Report upon 
the several particulars referred to us; The Gentlemen 
who have the Honoiu* to be most in your Excell^DiQy's 
Confid^ice, & from whom we might have expected some 
li^t, did not attend, upon which the Committee were 
obliged to adjoiun 'till this aftonoon at 4 of the Qod^ 
with directions that the absent M^nbers should be sum- 
moned, who were accordingly summoned, & one still 
absent; The committee therefore humbly submit this 
their Report to your Exellency, as the best they are able 
to make under their present disadvantages 

By c»*der of the Council 
Dak: Hobsmandbk. Chairman 
Council Chamber 
City of New York 
26 August 1747. 



CadvxiUader Colden to Mrs Cclden 

New Yobk Munday Aug 24 1747 
My Dear 

Inclosed is a letter from Betty which gives me a good 
deal of conc^n Lady Waren goes out to morrow to 
see her & I have sent out a letter to Greenwich to go 
by her I heartily wish one of the Girls were with h^ 
but I have wrote to her of John/s being ill & of the 
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danger of the Meaates getting into the family A the dia- 
treaa in that eaae you must be under at this time when 
it is hardly possible I can be at home or out of toon 
the publidk affairs are become so iNreasing I have my 
health perfectly well I send up the check linnen A 
sadle lace A have sent out for Sole leathw If it can 
be got it will go up I have a letter from Cad by an 
express A one to his Brother which I shall send up I 
am much hurried if I can get a litle more time before 
the sloop goes I may enlarge further Hie sole leather is 
got A goes up 13^ pound at Is V lb. marked c c 13V& in 
chalk I shall be very umessy to hear from you on ac- 
count of the Measles M' Tuc^^ M" Hanson M" Tucker 
go up with this A propose to stay till M' & M" Nidiolls 
go next trip with Courtse You know we are obliged to 
take all the notice we can of that family & as I b^eve 
you will do it with pleasure I hope it will give you scmie 
diversion in my absence. Affairs draw to a Crisia th^ 
cannot continue long in the state they are in but I can- 
not be more particular I write some News to Alex' 
which I have no time to write to you 

My Love to all the Qiildren 

Your most affectionate 
Cadwallader C0Ii>SN. 
[Indoned] 

To 
Bff* CoLOBN at 

Coldengham. 



From Benjamin FrankUn 

Philad* Sept 24, 1747. 
Sir 

I have one of yoiu* Histories come in among scnne 
Books Sent me ^M"^ Strahan. But OsbcMne I understand 
has sent 50 to M*^ Read ^ Recommendation of M"" CoUin- 
son. I should sell them more readily than he can, I 
imagine; and he talks of putting them into my hands. 
Are any of th^n arrived in N York? 
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Endos'd are two Letters for you. No others are yet 

come to hand; but parhaps we shall find more when the 

Ship is unloaded; for M' Ck)llins(ms Letters are often in 

Trunks among Goods, Ac.— I should be glad to know if 

M' Darling, by whom I wrote a Line to you, had my 

Paper on Electrioily, I am 

Sir, 

Your most hum* S«rv* 

B. Er^nkun 

[iDdoraed] 

To 
The hasfi^ Cadwaladhi Cchmmh Esq 

New York 
Free 
B ntAHXUiv 



CadwaUader Golden to Sir Peter Warren 
[Copy] 

Niw YoBK Sept' 26 1747 
S' 

I hope you believe that none has with more pleasure 
heard the Accounts of your repeated Successes in the 
Service of your King & Country than I have & of the 
honours you have received from both as due to your 
Merit I heartily congratulate with you on this subject 
& in the many opportunities you are like to have of dis- 
covering your abilities & thereby of fixing the Love of 
your Country & the esteem of your King on the surest 
foundation that of true heroic Merit. 

I am sorry that I cannot send you accounts frx)m this 
part of the World that can in any manner correspond 
with the Actions with which you have filled all our news 
p^^ers It is to be fear'd that evay thing frx)m America 
wUl appear too much otherwise except what has been 
done by yoiu* Nephew Col Johnson who by his Negodar 
tions & Literest with the Indians has exceeded all our 
Expectations & has with indefatigable labour & pains don 
as much for the safety of the Brittish Colonies in north 
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America aa any one man in them It is with pleasure 
I think that I have been of some use to him but other- 
wise as to my own part I am heartily scNrry that I have 
been obliged to have any share in the publick affairs at 
this time & which I pray youl give me leave to t^ you 
was far from being by my own choice My thoughts were 
entirely form'd upon another plan as you know I had 
retired to the Country & were to be executed in Solitude 
of which the publick has received some instances When 
the orders came to make prq)arations for an Expedition 
to Canada The Gov' sent me a fcnrmal summons to at- 
tend the Council which in my Station I could not refuse 
neither could I refuse to give my advice when demanded 
according to my Judgement of things whidi however I 
must confess has so far fail'd that many things have hap- 
pened which I did not expect & I must likewise acknowl- 
edge that tho I have lived to very near sixty years oom- 
pleat & a considerable part of that time in public business 
yet till vay lately I was unacquainted with some Char- 
act^^ of men. You know S' the m^i & manners of this 
coimtry I am in some measure known to you let me b^g 
of you not to loose any esteem you had for me till you 
are assured I deserve that punishment eith^ by acting 
contrary to his Majesties Interest or the rules observed 
by men of honoiu* & while I do so I hope to have your 
favour continued It is with much reluctancy that I 
give you the trouble of the latter part of this letter & 
therefore I shall only add that you will give me the 
greatest pleasure by fumii^ing me with any means of 
serving you or of contributing in any manner to your 
amusement or that of your friends for that I am mudi 
otherwise & more than in the usual stile 

S' 
Your most obedi^it 
& most humble servt 
To S«^ P Wabim 
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From Benjamin Frcmklin 

Philad* Oct. 1, 1747 
Sir 

I send you herewith the History of the Five Nations. 
You will perceive that Osborne, to puff up the Book, has 
inserted the Charters &c. of this I^vince, all under the 
Title of History of the Five Nations, which I think waa 
not fair, but 'tis a common Trick of Booksellers. 

M' James Read, to whom M ' Osborne has sent a Parcel 
of Books by Reconunendation of M' CoUinson, being 
engaged in Business of another kind, talks of declining to 
act in Disposing of th^n, and p^haps may put them into 
my Hands. If he should, I will endeavour to do M' 
Osborne Justice in disposing of them to the best Advan- 
tage, as also of any other Pared he may send me from 
your Reconmiendation. 

M"^ Armit is retum'd well from N England; As he 
has your Power of Attorney, and some what more Leisure 
at present than I have, I think to put yoiu* Letter to J. 
Hughes into his Hands, and desire him to manage the 
Affair of yoiu* Servant. I shall write a Line besides to 
Hughes, that he would assist in obliging the Serv^ to do 
you Justice, which may be of some Service, as he owns 
himself obliged to me for recovmng a Servant for him 
that had been gone above a 12 month. 

lam, Sir 
Your most humb^ Swv* 

B. Franklin 



Draft of the Speech of Oovemor Oeorge Clinton (in 
the handwriting of CadvHsUader Colden) to the General 
Assembly of New York, October IS, 1747. This speech 
is omitted here for the reason that it is printed ^ 
''Journal of the General Assembly of New York/* Volume 
II, pages 181-187. 
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Fnm Peter CoUinson 

My Dear fr* 

haveing aa unexpected opportunity by M' Jdm 
Sandin a Sweedish Clergyman y^ Bearer I Send the In- 
closed w^ I believe youl be pleased to See I have had 
no Answer to y*" Queries 

I am in hast much yrs 
Novem': 1: 1747 P Collinsok 

Prom the Flora Zeylanica lately publish'd by Do<f Lin- 
naeus in Sweden 

I find Coldenia Fol: 26: N**— 09 to be the 
Teumj facie bisnagarica tetracoocus Rostrata of 
Pluknet. aim. 363 t. 64. f. 6 
the Hansape of Hermannus 

the Desdf H^a procumbens^ Ramis Altemis con- 
f^tis, Pilosis, Spithamaeis, diffusis 

Folia altema, petiolata ovalia, latere anteriore versus 
caul^n angustiora r^>ando sarrata, Lqbis XI cireit* 
Plicata Subvillosa Ex alis flores aut Fructus SolitariJ vel 
cum ramuk) enati, Sessiles, 

Coldenia pag 28 N** 69. 1043 
Cal. Perianthum Tetraphyllum: folic^ lanceolatis^ 

erectis, longetudine Corollae 
Cm*. Monopetala, infundibulifonnis: Umbo patub 

obtuso. 
Stam Filamenta quatuor, tuba Inserta Antherae subro- 

tundae, 
Pist Germina quatuor, ovata. Styli totid^n ci^illares, 
longitudine Staminimi Stigmata Simplicia^ persis- 
tentia 
Vec Nullum fructus ovatus, compressus. Scaber acu- 

minatus, terminatus rostris quatu<H-. 
Sem Quatuor, hinc ccmvexa Scabra inde angulata, 
acuminata. 

[Indcmed] 

The Deseriptioii of the Coldenia 

Cdlinsoii Not Ist 1747 
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From Mrs, Cadwallader Golden 

My Dear Coldbngham Nov* 22""* 1747 

You again give me new Spirita with the hopes you 
give me (in yours by Mr Harrison) of seing you about 
the end of this week. O that I may not again be dissa- 
pointed. Oiu* son Alex"^ writes to me that he had given 
you an account of the uneasiness we all had last wedc 
by the information some officers had given him of what 
the new Levies had threatened they wou'd do in their 
marching throu^ the Coimtrey 

I have not been unda* such apprehentions of suffering 
by them at any time as at this knowing they have rea- 
son to be exasperated. I knew not what was best to do 
to go doim with Courte it was imposible unless he had 
agreed to wait two or three days which he refus'd to do 
haveing severall passengers on board Then I thou^t 
you might posiblely be by the way & I might miss seing 
you which I could not bear. However we reckond it 
best to send sucdi of our Valueablest things as we cou'd 
be without and to be in what readyness we cou'd to go our 
selves with first opportunity if th^*e was necessity for it. 
I oould not posibly write when I sent the 4 Trunks & 2 
Ousts haveing the notice only after noon and was 
oblidged to be up most part of the ni^t puting up the 
things least Courte shou'd be gon before the Waggon 
got doun next day What we have sent we can make 
shift to do without this Winter but I'm afraid my dear 
th^e may be some things in your Chist that you may 
want. Every thing is in it which you know is always 
there I have put it in it besides, yoiu* 2 count books, that 
which is call'd the Money box with the bonds &c in it, 
Most part of our Plate and some other od things. If you 
think any thing in it may be much wanted You can bring 
Uie Qiist up with you, Coud I have known of any ob- 
tain hand that woud reach you before you come away I 
woud have sent the Keys to you but I know not whom 
this may go by. 
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The papws relateing to Mr Bumete Estate are in 
Your C3iist likewajrs. 

Katty has been v^y uneasy these three days with 
the sore throat it was much sweld & a great deall of white 
specks upon the Ahnonds she is now betta* & I think 
the worst is over, all the rest of the family are welL I 
had sent a letter to go by Courte before I coud have any 
thoughts of sending the Trunks, with it I s^t a Basket 
with some things for your use in oomeing up, Likeways 
a Jug & the Mail. The Childrai all offer their duty 
James M** Neal's wife is not got up yet but hourly ex- 
pected 

My Dear 

Your most affectionat 

Alice Golden 



Memorandum on bctck of letter of Alice Golden datedl 
Nov. XX, 17^7, in handwriting of CadwaUader Golden 

Tho' all Pleasures arise from the perception the mind 
has of the benefite arising from the Actions which give 
pleasure yet these Pleasures may become vicious from 
an aroneous Judgement of the mind but they become 
most frequently so from a habit contracted by repea^tdi 
Actions Habits as before observed arise from the fire- 
quent repetitions of the same actions & the experience 
the mind has of their use so far that it is determined 
to a repetition of the same Action without any particular 
reflexion on the Use So from the Ben^te which the 
mind perceives in the daily use of food & of drink the 
mind may contract a vicious habit of Gluttony or Drunk- 
enness Thus from the reflections the mind has on the 
benefite it receives from the use of wine in cheering & 
enlivening the Spirits it is incited to repeated uses of 
the same. And if the mind will not reflect with sufficient 
attention or force on the pain & injury by the abuse of 
these repeated Actions it must contract a vidous habit 
of Tipling or of Drunk^mess 
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For this reason to prevent Vicious habits it becomes 
necessary to reflect frequently on the true use of all those 
Actions which give us pleasure A on the hurt they pro- 
duce wh^i they are inunod^ately pursued since without 
sudi frequent reflection which is a Voluntary act of the 
mind we are in danger of Vicious Habita 



Draft of the Speech of Oovemor Oeorge ClirUon (Ai; 
hcmdwriting of CadwaUader Colden) dissolving the Oerin 
eral Assembly of N. Y. November $6, 1747. This speech 
is omitted here for the reason that it is printed tfij 
*' Journal of the General Assembly of New York/^ Volume 
II, pages eOS-iOS. 



From Benjamin FrankUn 

Philad^ Nov. 27, 1747. 
Sir 

The violent Party Spirit that i^pears in all the Votes 
&c of yolu* Assembly, se^ns to me eztreamly unseason- 
able as well as unjust, and to threaten Mischief not only 
to yoiu* selves but to your Nei^bour& It begins to be 
plain, that the Frendi may reap great Advantages from 
yolu* Divisions: God grant they may be as blind to their 
own Interest, & as n^ligent of it, as the English are of 
theira It must be inconvenient to you to remove your 
Family, but more so to you & th^n, to live under con- 
tinual Apprehensions & Alarms. I shall be glad to hear 
you are all in a Place of Safety. 

Tho' Plain Truth bore somewhat hard on both Par- 
ties here, it has had the Happiness not to give much 
off^ice to either. It has wonderfully spirited us up to 
defend ourselves & Country, to which End great Num- 
h&cs are mitring into our Association, of which I send 
you a Copy enclosed. We are likewise setting on foot a 
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Lottery to raise 3000 £ for ereeUng a Battoy f o Cannon 
below the City, — ^We have petition'd the Proprietor to 
Boid us some from England, and have ordered our Corre- 
qK)ndent8 to send us over a Parcel, if the Apid&sation to 
the Proprietor fails. But test by any Accident they 
should miscarry, I am desired to write to you, & desire 
your Opinion whether if oiu* Government should apply to 
Govam' Clinton, to borrow a few of your spare Cannon, 
till we could be supply'd & such application might prob- 
ably meet with Success. Pray excuse Uie Effects of 
Hsfite in this Letter. I am. Sir, with the greatest Respect, 
Your most obliged humble Serv^ 

B FaANKUK 

[iBdoned] 

To 
The hoQ^i* Cadwallamb Couibn Esq 

NewYoit 
Free 
B Fbanxun 



Extract of S' Peter Warrenfs letter to Governor George 
CUntor^ December, 1747. 

I am extreamly concerned to hear how uneasy you have 
been made, and I do assure you all y* letters y^ mentoin 
the unhappy Situation of New York from y^ Rage of 
Party agree, that not you but y^ Influaice of othars have 
occasioned y* confusion & almost ruin of y^ once Floroush- 
ing Colonic, I have both Tyes of Interest & Friendfifaq) 
to induce to widi it well & I hope what the Ministry have 
lately done in the appointm^it of M' DeLancey Leu^ 
Gov^ will contribute to y^ settling all y* uneasiness 
/ have so unhappily subsisted for some time past & 
y^ every thing will be setled between him & your Ex- 
cell^ to both your Satififaetians> & when you arive here 
you may d^)end cm my doing every thing on my pMirt for 
y* Service & Ease & 3rou will find when here y* I have done 
you every good office in my power with the Ministry tho 
you didnt want any with them. 
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[Memorandum in Cclden's kandwritmg] 

The general view of the late proceedings of the Coun- 
cil & Assembly is to make it appear in England that M' 
Golden is a person disagreable to both the Council & 
Assembly In answer to this it may be asked is thare or 
can any thing be shown in his conduct that desaires their 
Displeasure if the real Service of the King & country be 
made the rule by which oiu* Judgement is directed If 
no such thing appear the whole must arise from the 
Power of a Faction that is influenced oth^wise than by 
the Public Service Is it not then necessary to suppress 
such views as evidently tend to pubUc Prejudice. If the 
small number of the Council & Assembly be considered 
& the low condition of life & ignorance of the Greatest 
ntimber of them it may be in the power of one man of 
a superior fortune & nimierous relations if he once get 
the greatest numbers of such as depend on him or have 
personal friendships or are otherwise influenced by him 
into the Council & assembly & into all the offices of Gov^ 
to influence the whole in such manner as he shall think 
fit But then the Sense of the People in General may be 
very different from what is expressed by their repre- 
sentatives It is certain great numbers think differently 
from them & perhaps when a iHX>per Opportunity offers 
the pec^le will show that they generally dislike the late 
proceedings in the assembly 
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Aaitm, Mohawk Indian examina- 
tion of, 233-36. 

Addren to the FVeeholden on the 
Election of Repreeentatviee to 
the General Assembly, 313-28. 

Albany, N. Y., mentioned, 1, 2, 6, 
17, 24, 106, 112, 115, 166, 174, 
193, 194, 209, 213, 216, 217, 218, 
319, 220, 222, 223, 226, 227, 229, 
332, 238, 239, 240, 242, 247, 253, 
258, 259, 260, 262, 267, 268, 269, 
272, 273, 284, 285, 293, 294-305, 
334, 336, 344, 359, 362, 365, 370, 
377, 378, 380, 382, 386, 387, 395, 
418, 421. 422; expedition ai^iinst, 
intended, 236; mutiny of troopa 
at, 377-386, 395, 397, 400-1. 

Alexander, Ejiaabeth, 154; her ill- 
nees, 155, 156, 165. 

Alexander, James, letters <^, to 
Cdden, 34-35, 45-47, 48-50, 61- 
63, 80«, 99-101, 102-103, 107-9, 
1454), 154-156, 164-166, 190-191, 
194-196, 196-199; letters of Gol- 
den to, 35, 200-201, 227-228; 
describes the differences in com- 
passes, 62: orders two circum- 
ferenters, 71; tells Cddai of a 
bill in Parliament to prevent all 

K]>er bills in the plantations to 
issued as tenders, 101 ; relates 
some tar water cures, 102-103, 
107; his opinion of the Expedi- 
tion against Cape Breton, 108-9; 
his daughter's illness and the use 
of tar water b^ his family, 154-6, 
165; observation on Astronomy, 
195, 197-99; mentioned, 29, 43, 
52, 61, 92, 93, 112, 214, 221, 224, 
237, 333, 335, 364, 388, 392, 394. 

Alexaiider, Katharine, 165, 166. 

Alexander Mr., 15. 

Allison, William, 66. 

Alsop, Mr., 50. 

Amb(^, N. J., 103, 108, 154, 155, 

American Philosophical Society. 

See Philosophical Society. 
Amethyst, found, 5. 



Amsterdam, Holland, 31, 83. 57, 92. 
Anatomy, fVanklin's describes the 

circulation of the blood, 140-148, 

180-183. 
Anian, supposed straits of — men- 

tionedj 159. 
Annapolis, N. S., 169. 
Annapolis Royal, 263, 366. 
Anson, George, 419. 
Argyle, Duke <^, 119. 
Armit, John, Colden's letter to— 

177-178, 188, 226; mentioned, 100, 

144, 177, 184, 223, 225, 226, 368, 

427. 
Astronomy, 46-47, 48-9, 99-100, 

184-5, 186-8, 195, 197-199, 200- 

201; new quadrant described, 

14541. 
Axtel, Mr., 214. 
Ayscough, John, 262. 

Baker, Samuel, 291. 

Baker, William, 291. 

Barclay, Rev. Mr., 25, 410. 

Bard, Dr. John, goes to New Yoric 
a stranger, recommended to 
Cdden by Franklin, 182-3; men- 
tioned, 272, 413, 419. 

Bartram, John, letter of--to Col- 
den, 3-6; describes how to plant 
walnuts, 4; mentions the pumts 
in his garden, 4; finds an ame- 
thyst, 5 ; his orders for plants, 24 ; 
letters of, to Colden, 21-22, 23- 
24, 7^79, 129-132, 159-160, 178- 
180, 189-190, 270-272, 362-3, 419- 
20; Colden's letters to. 25-27, 
94-95: is urged to publish his 
knowledge of American plants, 
94-5; describes his injury from 
a horse kick, 130^132; his obser- 
vations on the geolor/ of hi|^ 
lands of Penna. and Virmnia, 
179; remaiks upon a well in New 
Jeneiy, 179; requests Colden to 
send him a small Arbor Vita 
tree, 271-2; tells of four mental 
distempers, 270; plant named 
after, 270-1; his remarin on the 
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use of Madeira Wine for feven, 
382-3; eleotrioal ezperimentB 
commented upon by, 363; men- 
ti(Hied, 3, 11, 21, 23, 25, 28, 00, 
05, 68, 78, 94, 114, 120, 130, 150, 
178, 184, 180, 211, 220, 270, 275, 
303, 410. 

Baxton, Mr^ 275. 

Bayard db Holland, 287. 

Basrard, John, 103. 

Bayard, Stephen, 208, 305. 

Beach, Mr., 121, 122, 101. 

Beatty, Frank, 240. 

Beauderk, Vere, 410. 

Beckford, Cd., 214. 

Belcher, Gov., 304, 411, 418. 

Belfast, Ireland, 221, 357. 

Bemouilli, Mr., 274. 

Berkeley, Bishop. 30; his publica- 
tions, 30-40: hit ''De Motis" 
sent to Golden, 228, 331; his 
bode de Motii criticised, 283; 
mentioned, 147, 200, 300. 

Berwi<^ Scotland, 221. 

Bevis, Dr., 104, 300. 

Bevis, J.. 145. 

Bleeker, Nicolaes, 233. 

Blood, Gapt., 113. 

Board of Trade, Queries from the, 
to Gov. Glinton, 300-10. 

Boerhave, Dr. Herman, mentioned, 
7, 0, 10, 20, 120. 

Bogardus, Gapt., 201. 

B<md, Dr. Thomas, 05, 100. 

Books, ''Dialogues Goooeming 
Education," 400. 

Books, titles of Bishop Berkel^s, 
30-40. 

Boston, Mass., description of 
eleven hundred plants about, 
mentioned, 7, 8. 

Boston, Mass., mentioned, 2, 30, 
41, 54, 75, 70, 102, 110, 120, 208, 
210, 221, 220, 232, 230, 200, 200, 
207, 266, 274 275, 202, 203, 332, 
336, 358, 305, 307, 870, 305, 807, 
417. 

Botany, John Bartram writes Gol- 
den of his plants in flower, 4; 
Golden's comments on Luoeme 
seed, 14; Bartram's orden for 
plants, 24; Golden's i^ogress in, 
28. 31-32, 50: ourious grasses 
raised by Golden, 40-41; Lin- 
nsMis progress in. 44 : Gronovius 
description of NcMih Ametiean 
plants mentioned, 46: Golden's 
characters commented upon by 
Linneus, 55-57; Gollinson's in- 



terest in, 08-0; deser^itioQ of 
deven hundred plants about 
Boston, mentioned, 78; Virgaub 
plants, 70; Cdden's work in, 
83-02; Golden urges Bartram to 
publish his knowledge oi, 04r06; 
Qronovius comments upon books 
on, 125-126; seed of Arbor ViU 
mentioned, 178; Bartram^ ob- 
servations, 180-100; new i^ants 
named, 270-271, 275; Bartram 
directs sending of small Aibor 
ViU trees, 271-2. 

Bouts, Peter, letter of, to Golden. 
40-41; Golden's letter to, 41-42. 

Boweiy, CSuef Justice's house in 
the, 80. 

Bradley, DoctOT, 412. 

Bradley, James, King's astronomer, 
140. 

Bradley, Mr., 00, 100. 

Bradley, Mrs., 214. 

Bratt, Lt., 370. 

Bream, Gapt., 114, 158. 

Brenham, Capt., 367. 

Broadhead, Ob^^ 230. 

Brown, Mr., 40, 48, 03, 82, 108, 154. 

Biyant, Gapt., 100, 118, 117, 146, 
410. 

Bryant, Mr., 15, 34, 35, 03. 

Baker, Mesan., 101. 

Burnet, Gov., 430. 

Burnet, Judge, 46, 82. 

Burnet, Mr., 342, 343. 

Button Bay, 150. 

Gkdarackni, 264. 

Gadarackue, 252. 

Gaghnawage, 235. 

GampbeU, Gapt., 53, 311, 334. 

Gampbell, Mr., 00. 

Ganada, Ebqiedition against. Got. 
Glinton's mcasago relative to 
the. 284-200; discussed in the at- 
tack of the Gounoil on Golden's 
pNamphlet on the treaty ?rith tbe 
six nations, 204-305; expeditioii 
against , discussed in an siMrras 
to the Freeholders. 31M8; eipe- 
dition against, to be abandoned, 
418; discussed. 421-23; French in, 
oppressed with famine, 2; meo- 
tioned, 0, 102; Governor of. his 
desire to secure the friimoship 
of the Indians against the Bsf- 
lish discussed, 108; fVendi In- 
dians, their intention to fight for 
Ganada, 234; attack on, men- 
tioned, 250, 251; Indians to join 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX 



437 



in the attack on, 283-5, 967-8: 
inf ormatioii of the state of, 
taken at Albanj in 1746, 2^ 
243; observationi on the plan 
of operations against, 215-218; 
ttcpedition against, men t ioned, 
224, 225; pUms for the expedi- 
tion against, 375-8, 881-4. 

Canaioharie, N. Y^ a fati ordered 
built at, 405; mentiooed, 177. 

Ganassadaga, Canada, 233. 

Cannan, Mr., 84. 

Cansa, attadc on, mentioned, 160. 

Canwan, Mr., 54. 

Gape B^reton, expedition against, 
108-9, 115-116; mentionedri25. 
268; its capture commented 
upon, 132-133, 137; mentioned, 
74, 161, 160, 191, 216, 218, 221, 
334, 245, 246, 248, 250, 257, 417. 

Cart A Horse tavern, 311. 

OUesby, Mr., 160, 270. 

Gatherwood, Gs^., 203, 308, 310. 

Gatherwood, Mr., 332, 357, 417. 

Gatskill, N. Y., 133, 363. 

GatddU Mts., 6, 363. 

Gavouges Indians, 166. 

Gelsius, Mr^ 99. 

Ghambly, O&nada, 216, 242, 243, 
264. 

Ghariestown, S. G., 370. 

Cheboucta, Ganada, 276. 

Chester, man-of-war, 280. 

Gircumfaienter, made for Golden, 
71-2, 145. 

Glark, Gapt., at Oswego, 2. 

Glark, Fernando, 119. 

Clark, Major, 268, 286. 

Clark, Mr., arrives at London, 214. 

Clarke, Dr., 152. 

Clarke, Gov. George, mentioned, 
2, 21. 

Clarke, George, letters of. to Gol- 
den, 22-23 ; letter of Gadwallader 
Golden to, 290-1, 336-7; men- 
ticmed, 22, 290, 336. 

Claton, Mr., 160, 189. 

deland, Mr., 16. 

Cleveland, £. J., 419. 

Clifford, Mr., 31, »0. 

Clinton, Gapt., 359, 361. 

Clinton, Gov. George, proclama- 
ti<m prohibiting aU traffic with 
all subjects and Indians in 
leacue with the French, 149-151; 
Gold^i's observations on the 
plan of operations communi- 
cated by Gov. Shirley to, 215- 
218; propositions made by, to 



five of the six nations of Indians, 
166-173; his explanation to the 
Indians of the war against the 
French in Canada. 169-172; 
answer of the Six Nations to 
the propositions of, 173-177; his 
n)eech and proposition to the 
Six Nations, Aug., 1746, and 
their answer, 247-259; commis- 
sions Gadwallader Golden, Jr., 
Commissary of Musters, 261-2; 
menticmed, 268; his message to 
the Assembly, Nov. 24, 1746, 
in Colden's handwriting, 284- 
290; Golden credited with the 
roeeches of, 292; protest of the 
Council sent to, in reference to 
Golden's pamphlet on the Treaty 
with the Six Nations, 294-305; 
letter of, to Gadwallader Gol- 
den, 308; queries from the Boaid 
of Trade referred to Golden by, 
308-10; defense of his admin- 
istration in an address to the 
Freeholders, 312-28; Golden*B 
letters to, 328-330, 337-9, 330- 
356, 360-1; letter of, to Gad- 
waUader Golden, 332-334, 356-7, 
350, 363-365, 403-406; takes Col- 
den's side in eontroverqy, 356-7; 
lettar to Gov. Shirley, 375-8; 
plans for the expedition against 
Canada, 376-8, 381-4; letter of, 
to the Duke of Newcastle, 381-4, 
390-4; letter of, to Golden, 403- 
406; his conference wi^ the 
Indians, 406-408; thanks the 
Corporation of the City of New 
Yotk for their support, 417-18; 
appointed Admiral of His Maj- 
esty's Fleet, 419; communication 
of Council to, 420-23; draft of 
his speech of Oct. 13, 1747, re- 
ferred to, 427; draft of his speech 
of Nov. 25, 1747, referred to, 
431; extract of a letter of Sir 
Peter Warren to, concerning the 
affairs at New York, 432; men- 
tioned, 116, 222, 308, 332, 356, 
359, 363, 366, 403, 432. 

Clinton, Miss, 359, 361. 

Clinton, Mrs. George, 308, 359. 

Clinton, Mr., 47, 62. 

Clowey, Mr., 105. 

Golden, Alexander, letter of, to 
Gilbert Livingston, 52-53; men- 
tioned, 220, 233, 238, 239, 240, 
260, 261, 266, 273, 280, 291, 380, 
424,429. 
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Cdden, Alice, menticmed, 75, 239, 
206, 380, 388, 389, 394, 395, 396, 
401, 402, 405, 413. 

Cdden, Alice, daughter of Cad- 
wallader, Jr., 226. 

Golden, Cadwallader, his new 
method of printing not prmc- 
ticable, 11, 28, 58-9; his Indian 
History, 12. 14^ 27, 42-44; the 
new method prmting previously 
tried. 12-13: thinks it is prac- 
ticable, 13; desires to experiment 
with Lucerne seed, 14; gives 
Capt. Rutherfurd a letter of in- 
troduction to Peter Collinson, 
15; in Connecticut on public 
affairs, 25; tells of silk maniH 
facture in Milford, Conn., 25; 
finds law suits abundant in Con- 
necticut, 26; asks Bartram about 
the nature of minerals, 26-27; 
his prof^resB in Botany, 28, 31-32; 
Praiklm to consider his new 
method of printing, 34; describes 
the errors ot the complisBes made 
in England, 36; explains the 
purpose of his new method of 
printing, 37-39; engaged in rais- 
mf grasses, 40-41; his remarics 
prmted by Parker has the effect 
of removing skinners, tanners, 
etc., to Fresh Water and of 
cleaning docks and streets. 46; 
his remarks reprinted in PenH' 
sylvania Gateiie, 48; is asked 
to demonstrate the discovery of 
the cause of gravity, 49; Lin- 
naeus' remarks upon Colden's 
Botanical characters, 55-57; his 
interest in Botasy, 60, 68; in the 
Philosophical Socie^, 60^1 ; 
Alexander describes to, the dif- 
ferences of the compasses, 62; 
his theory of gravity mentioned, 
63, 108; observations on the bite 
of a cattle snake, 66-68, 89; 
Jonathan Sisson to make a cir- 
cumferenter for, 71; circum- 
ferenter described, 71-2; his ob- 
servations conceming a Fort at 
Oswego, 72-74; is invited to all 
public entertainments, 74; his 
piece on Fluxions disputed, 77; 
his work in Botany, 81-92; his 
comment upon Fnmklin's stove 
invention, 91; his piece on 
Fluxions, 92-93; hopes fYanklin 
will go on with the Philosophical 
Society, 93-4; urges Bartram to 



piddidi his knowledge of Amer- 
ican plants, 94-05; writes to 
Alderman Johnson about keep- 
ing New York City dean and 
draining stagnating water, 96-6; 
rdates a cure <^ the distemper 
called Dry Gripes, 97-8; tar 
water cures, 98, 102; his treatiae 
on tar water to be printed, 108, 
108; Cdlineon relates to, the 
wonders of the ape, 109-111; hie 
treatise on gravitation prii^bed, 
117-119; his treatise on Fluzioiis 
commented upon, 127-128, 146^ 
149, 182; his observations upom 
the plan against Louisbur^, 133- 
136; his reasons for not attend- 
ing the Council, 136-7; discuflses 
Indian a&irs, 138-9; FVanklin 
reviews his niedical piece, 130- 
143; mentioned, 151-154: sciea- 
tific note by, 157; his phflosophy 
discussed, 161-163; his account 
of minml mings mentioned, 
179; Dr. John Bard recom- 
mended to, by IVuiklin, 182-3; 
memoranda of political and mili- 
tary events, 1745-6, 183-4; obser- 
vations on Astnxiomy, 18(^188, 
200-201; letter of Gov. Wm. 
ffliiriey to the & Nations wfaiefa 
Colden would not permit to be 
presented, 206-9; his treatise on 
tar water mentioned as pub- 
lished, 211; asks Johnscm's opin- 
ion of his Treatise. 212; writes 
to Mrs. Colden about various 
regiments being raised f <x- an 
expediti<m. 214-215; his obeenra- 
tions on the plan of operattons 
communicated by Gov. Shirley 
to Gov. Clinton, 215-218: is in- 
vited as the guest of John 
Rutherfurd to Albany, 219; de- 
clines the Governor's invitation 
to go to Albany with him, 220, 
222; sends the Imey ci his 
Aunt Elisabeth Sill to hk 
brother, James Colden, 222-225; 
at Albany with the Governor to 
meet the Indians, 229; writes to 
Mrs. Colden oa Indian afibirs 
and preparatioDs for war, 238- 
241 ; one of his sons to be Com- 
missary of Proviaioos, 241; 
memoranda of the State of 
Canada taken at Albany, 1746, 
242-243; speaks to the Indiam 
in the Governor's bdialf, 261; 
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opinion of the Council written 
by, in reference to the attack 
on C>own Point, 262-5; is men- 
tioned as directing the attack 
on Crown Point, 268; his treatise 
on gravitation discussed, 273-5; 
Gronovius names plant after, 
270, 275: at New York, 276^1; 
defends his treatise, 2S1-283; his 
opinion of Dr. Berkeley's book, 
"De Motis," 283; Gov. Clinton's 
message to the Assembly^ Nov. 
24, 1746, in the handwritmg of. 
284-290: writes Gov. Clarke of 
political enemies, 290-1; is 
credit^ with Gov. Clinton's 
speeches, 292; is reconmiended 
UkvmMy to the Duke of New 
Castle, 293; his pamphlet on the 
treaty with the Six r^ations at- 
tacked by the Crovemor's Coun- 
cil in their representation to 
Governor Clinton, 294-305; is 
chiEurged with designing dissen- 
tion to secure the GovemOTship, 
304-5; his memorandum of the 
dispute in Council, 306-7; the 
Council's representation to be 
sent to the Duke of Newcastle. 
306; queries from the Board of 
Trade referred to, 308-310; his 
address to the Ireeholders on 
the election of representatives 
for the General Assembly, 312- 
328; re-affirms the truth of his 
statements in the Indian Treaty, 
329-30; Bishop Berkeley's re- 
marks upon Colden's treatise on 
Gravity, 330-2; discusses the 
intended attack on Crown Point, 
336; defends his conduct in a 
letter to Gov. Clinton, 337-0; 
his defense against the attack of 
the Council Members, 336-366; 
is defended by Gov. Clintcm, 
356-7 ; cannot go to New York on 
account of traveling conditions, 
360; his confidence in Gov. 
Clinton, 361; is asked to con- 
tribute to a magazine, 367; his 
essay on gravitation distributed 
abroad by Collinson, 368, 372: 
his Indian History being printea 
in England, 369, 370; his essay 
on gravitation admired in Eu- 
rope, 371-2; conmiented upon 
by Johnson, 372-5, 398-400; 
sugffests his son, Cadwallader, 
as Muster Master, 378; advises 



Mrs. Colden to go to her son 
Alexander's house owing to a 
mutiny at Albany among the 
troops, 380; his daughters ill- 
ness, 388-9; Clinton's defense of 
his administration recommend- 
ing, as Lt.-Govemor^ 390-4; his 
book on Indian afbors in roress, 
394; his affairs at New York. 
394-6; his Indian History printed 
in Enc^and, 402^; asks Franklin 
if his electrical apparatus can be 
made at Philadelphia, 410; Col- 
linson explains the dedication 
leaf in the Indian Histcuy, 410; 
cannot get expressions on his 
essay on gravitation, 410-12; Mr. 
Log^ fiiids Colden is ccnreot in 
his piece on Fluxions, 415; 
Franklin to sell his History of 
the Five Nations, 424; his praise 
of Col. Johnson, 425-6; writes 
Sir Peter Warren of his public 
affairs, 426; the insertion of the 
charters of the province in Col- 
den's Five Nations caUed a book- 
seller's tridc by Franklin, 427; 
defends his conduct in public 
affairs, 433. 
Letters written by Colden to 
James Alexander, 35, 200, 227. 
John Armit, 177, 226. 
John Bartram, 25, 94. 
Peter Bours, 41. 
George Clarke, 290, 836. 
Governor George Clinton, 328, 

337, 339. 360. 
Mrs. Cadwallader Colden, 74, 
213, 214, 220, 221, 229, 232, 
238, 239, 240, 259, 260, 266, 
268, 269, 276, 277, 278, 279, 
280, 291, 378, 380, 384, 386, 
388, 394, 395, 400, 413, 417, 
423. 
James Colden, 224. 
Peter Collinson, 12, 16, 42, 60, 

117, 222. 
Benjamin Franklin, 92, 409. 
Jdi. Fred. Gronovius, 83, 96, 

209. 
Alderman Johnson, 96. 
Samud Jdmson, 146, 148, 202, 

212. 281. 
Archibald Kenneciiy, 335. 
Capt. John Rutherfurd, 15, 

311. 
William Strahan, 37. 
Unaddressed, 136, 293. 
Sir Peter Warren, 425. 
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Ckilden, Oadwallader, letters writ- 
tai to, Inr 
James Alexander, 34, 45, 48, 61, 

80, 99, 102, 107, 145, 154, IM, 

190, 194, 190. 
John Armit, 188. 
Peter Bours, 40. 
John Bartram, 3, 21, 23, 78, 129, 

158, 178. 189, 270, 362, 419. 
George CUrke, 22. 
Qov. Qeoise Clinton, 308, 382, 

306, 350, 368. 408. 
Mrs. Cadwallaaer Cdden, 429. 
James Golden. 29, 58. 
Alexander Gomoun, 196. 
Peter CoUinson, 10, 27, 50, 68, 

104, 109, 113, 236, 867, 394, 403, 

410, 412, 428. 
William Douglas, 367, 375. 
Benjamin Franklin, 34, 77, 139, 

180, 184, 226, 273, 306, 414, 

418, 424, 427, 431. 
Joh. Fred. Gronorius, 31, 54, 125. 
Samuel Jcdmson, 39, 76, 104, 120, 

127, 160, 205, 228, 330, 372, 

398. 
Bran Jones, 64. 
Archibald Kennedy, 310, 357, 

358. 
Hannah Lithgow, 144. 
Thomas Osborne, 402. 
Eleanw Rutherfurd, 292. 
John Rutherfurd, 1, 6, 17, 105, 

112, 115, 132, 192, 218, 272, 

284^ 334, 365, 870, 387. 
Jonathan Insson, 71. 
William Strahan, 58. 
Samuel Welles, 267. 
Peter Wraxall, 385. 
Golden, Cadwallader, son of James 

GoldexL 53. 
Golden, Cadwallader, Jr., his com- 
mission as Conunissary of Mua- 
ters, 261-202; suggested as Mus- 
ter Master, 378, 383, 384, 386, 
387, 389, 395; his marriage men- 
tioned, 136; mentioned, 213, 226, 
239, 240, 241, 277, 279, 280, 311, 
401, 424. 
Golden, Mrs. Cadwallader, letters 
of Cadwallader Cdden to, 74-75, 
213, 214-15, 220, 221-222, 229- 
230, 232-233, 238-241, 259-261, 
266, 268-9, 276-281, 291-292, 378, 
380, 381, 386-7, 388-9, 394^, 
400-2, 413. 417, 423-4; letter of, 
to Cadwallader Golden, 429-30; 
mentioned, 1, 3, 10, 21, 35, 74, 
107, 108, 112, 156, 193, 194, 213, 



214, 220, 221 239, 282, ttS, 389, 

240, 269, 260, 206, 268, 260. 376, 
277. 278, i79, 280, 291. 306. 
335, 369, 378, 380, 381, 386. 
394, 395, 400, 405, 413. 417, 
429. 

Golden, Catharine, 239, 430. 

Golden, David, 239. 

Golden, Elisabeth, 54. 

Golden, George, £^. 

Golden, James, letters of. to hm 

brother, Cadwallader Goulen, aH- 

30. 53-4; his legaer from hm 

aunt, Elisabeth Hill, 2S2-2V; 

letter of Cadwallader Golden to, 

224-26. 
Golden, James, 29, 58, 178, 2M. 
Golden, James, Jr., death of, 30. 
Golden, Jane, 239, 206, 276. 
Gold^i, Jean, 54. 
Golden, J^my, 213, 380, 305, 481. 

402. 
Golden, John, 54, 75, 238, 239, 206, 

209, 276, 277, 388, 423. 
Golden, Kate, 54. 
Golden, Lilias, daughter of James 

Golden^. 
Golden. William, 54. 
Goldennam, N. Y., mentioned, 6, 

11, 22, 24, 29, 35, 41, 48, 50, 53, 

63, 70, 75, 77, 96, 103, 104, 106, 

109, 113, 122, 128. 133, 136, 156. 

166, 177, 191, 196, 199, 202, 209. 

212, 213, 215, 219, 230, 233, 240. 

241, 259^1, 266, 269. 277, 278, 279, 
281, 292, 328, 336, 358, 359, 378. 
381, 387, 389, 394, 395. 396, 402. 
412, 413, 417, 424, 429. 

Cole, Leonard, 52. 

Coleman, Mr., 274. 

Golhoun. Dr. Alexander, letto* of, 
to Golden, 193-194. 

Golhoun, Dr., 284, 239. 

Golhoun, Mr., 334. 

Collect Pond. See FVesh Water. 

Gollinson, Peter, letters of, to 
Golden, 10-11, 27-29, 50-52, 08- 
70, 104, 109-111, 113-115, 235-7, 
367-370. 394, 403, 410-12, 428; 
Cold^^s lettoB to, 12-14, 16-17, 
42-54, (SMI, 117-120, 222-225; 
Capt. Rutherfurd introduced to, 
15-16; observations on the na- 
ture of a crab, 69-70, 111; his 
account with Jonathan Sisaon, 
70, 71; obeenrationa on dectri^ 
expermients, 110-111, 237; on 
magnetic steel, 114-15; letter of, 
to Franklin, 371-2; sends Col. 
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den his Indian Hifltory and ex- 
plains the dedication leaf, 410; 
mentioned, 3, 5, 10, 12, 16, 27, 
34, 35, 37, 38, 42, 60, 68, 60, «, 
68, 84, 91, 96, 104, 109, 113, 117, 
125, 146, 189, 209, 222, 225, 226, 
236, 270, 335, 363, 367, 394, 402, 
410, 414, 415, 424, 425, 427, 428. 

Comet, seen at Philadelphia, 46, 
47, 48-49. 

Compass, errors of the, made in 
England, 36, 62. 

Conestoge, mentioned, 5. 

Connecticut, 25, 26; law suits 
abimdant in, 26. 

Connecticut, Commissioners of, 
I^esent at Indian Conference, 
166. 

Come, Capt., 113. 

Cortes, Mr., 215. 

Cosby, Gov., mentioned, 2, 392. 

Courte, Mr., 279, 280. 

Courtse, Mr., 424, 429, 430. ^ 

Couts, Alexander, merchant, 178. 

Couts, James, 223, 225. 

Crab, its nature observed, 69-70, 
110-111. 

Crook, Mr., 239^241. 

Crown Point, N. Y., plan of attack 
on, 216-218; opinion of the 
Council of New York in refer- 
ence to the attack on, 262-5; 
letter of Samuel Welles about 
the attack on, 267-8; menticmed, 
2, 10, 113, 150, 228, 229, 231, 232, 
240, 241, 243, 308, 312, 316, 336, 
358, 359, 365, 366, 370, 382, 397, 
408-9. 

Cumberland, Duke of, 221. 

Curtise, Mr., 400, 402. 

Cuyler, Cornelius, 230, 233. 

Cuyler, J., 242. 

Cuyler, Mr., 287, 303. 

Darling, Mr., 425. 
DeLancey, Alice, 226. 
DeLancey, Elisabeth, 75, 214, 221, 

226, 266, 280, 291, 417, 423. 
DeLancey, James, appointed Lt.- 

Gov. of New York, 432. 
DeLancey, James, 297, 305, 329, 

420. 
DeLancey, Mr., 166. 
LeDancey, Oliver, 221. 
DeLancey, Peter, 42, 100, 107, 221, 

333. 
DeLancey A Co., Stephen, 101. 
DeLancey, Stephen, his funeral 

mentioned, 154. 



DePeyst^, John, 230, 233. 
Descartes, Ren6, mentioned, 7, 18. 
Diekerman, Capt. Isaac, 123; his 

cure of cancer described, 123- 

125, 161. 
Dieppe, France, 210. 
D<H8iu8, Rev., 31, 33. 
Douglas, Dr., 78. 
Douglas, William, letter of, to 

Cdden, 367, 375; his histonr of 

British settlements in North 

America, 375; mentioned, 78, 

367, 375. 
DuBois, Dr., 31, 126, 155, 156; his 

death mentioned, 210. 
Dunlop, Mr., mentioned, 6. 
Dupey, Dr., 122. 

Edgerton. Eng., 29. 

Edmburgh, Scotland, 153. 

Egberts, Mr., 269. 

Egg Harbor, mentioned, 3, 4. 

El^jtion of Representatives to the 
Gco^eral Assembly— address to 
the Freeholders concerning, 312- 
28. 

Electrical Wonders related by Col- 
linson, 110-111. 371; by Bartram, 
363; by Franklin, 397-8; Glass, 
unaccountable properties in, 110- 
111. 

Ellis, Welbore, 419. 

Ellison, Capt., 291. 

Ellison, Mr., 378, 395. 

Esopus, N. Y., 63, 238, 239, 241. 

European afittos, 1, 2, 9, 10, 30, 
31, 52, 53, 54, 159, 237, 246. 

Evans, Lewis, 24, 178, 180, 226. 

Evans, Mr., 276. 

Farrell, Capt., 284. 

Faulkener, Mr., 278. 

Fisher, Dr., 156. 

Five Nations of Indians, proposi- 
tions made by Gov. George 
Clinton to, 166, 173; answer to 
the propositions, 173-177; the 
answer of the River Indians to 
the, to a message delivered them 
in 1747, 415-7. 

Flamsteed, John, 118, 197, 199, 200, 
201. 

Forbes, Lord, his book, ThaughU 
on BeUgion, 163. 

Fort Frederick, 403. 

Ft. Oswego, N. Y., 24. See Os- 
wego, N. Y. 

Fothergill, Dr^l58. 

Francis, Mr., 273. 
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fVanklin, BeDJamin, letten of, to 
Golden, 34, 77-78, 139-143, 180- 
183, 184-185, 226-227, 273-276, 
396-8, 418. 424-5, 427, 431-2; 
David Hall sent to, bv William 
Stiahan, 59; sends Cdden some 
criticisms of his piece on 
Fluxions, 77-8; his piece on 
stove chimneys approved, 83; 
his stove invention sent to 
Europe by Golden, 91; reviews 
Golden's medical treatise, 139- 
148; Golden's letten to, 92-94. 
409-10; letter of John Mitchell 
to, 151-154; offers to print Gol- 
den's piece on gravitation, 180; 
describes the circulation of the 
blood, 140-3, 180-183; wiU pub- 
lish an American Philosophical 
Miscellany. 182, 275; comments 
on Golden's piece on Fluxions, 
182; askB Gold^i's consideration 
of Dr. Jc^ Bard, 182-3; obser^ 
vations on Astronomy, 184-5; is 
gath^ing opinions on Golden's 
treatise on gravitation. 226-27, 
273-5; his account of nreplaoes 
translated into Dutch, 275; has 
need for a good engraver, 276; 
his experiments on a wood^ 
canon mentioned, 276; sends his 
son to Golden, 897; relates elec- 
trical experiments, 397-8; can 
have electrical apparatus made 
at Philadelphia for Gdden, 414. 
418; desires to see a copy of 
Golden's Five Nationt, 415; to 
sell Golden's History of Five 
Nations. 424; calls the insertion 
of the charteFB, etc., of the prov- 
ince in Gdden's histoiy a book- 
seller's trick, 427; writes of 
securing canon for the city of 
Philadelphia, 432; menticmed, 34, 
77, 78, 79, 82, 92, 126, 139, 160, 
180, 184, 190, 196, 206, 226, 272, 
273, 363, 396, 409, 414, 418, 424, 
427, 431. 

Franks, Mr., 9. 

Frcaich in Ganada, 2, 74; preparing 
to attack the, 115-115, 119; proc- 
lamation prohibiting all traffic 
with the, 149-151. 

Fresh Water, N. Y. City, skinners 
and tanners to be removed to, 
46. 

Frontier affairs, 1, 6, 17, 105, 112, 
192-3 194. 

Fuller's Regiment at New York,106. 



Fur trade, 43. 

Gaasbeek, Gol., 239. 
Oentleman's Magagvne, mentioned, 
165. 

Ifroy, Mr., 126. 
ofy, observations of Bartram 
on, m Penna. and Virginia, 179. 

Geoqpa, 26. 

Gerritse, R^^ , 233. 

Ginelin, Dr., 159. 

Glasgow, Scotland, 375. 

Goldsmiths, mentioned, 5. 

Gooch, Q^ieral, 219, 238, 239, 296, 
381. 

Graham, George, mentionpd, 13, 
35. 

Graham, Mr., 99, 100, 144^, 146, 2S7. 

Gravesande, Willem Jacob van, 
mentioned, 8. 

Gravitation, cause of, Golden is 
asked to demonstrate the di»- 
covery of the, 49; Golden's the- 
ory of, mentioned, 63, 108; 
pmited, 118-119. 

Gray, Mr., 375. 

Graydon, Mr., 274. 

Grayham. Mr., 237. 

Greenwich, N. Y. City, 260, 396, 
423; assembly at, 191. 

Griffith, Gapt., 41. 

Gronovius, Joh. Fred., leitera of, 
to Golden, 31-33, 54^ 125-126; 
his description iA North Amer- 
ican plants mentioned, 46; Gol- 
den's letter to, 83-91, 964», 209- 
211; mentioned, 31, 50, 54, 60, 
83, 96, 114, 115, 125, 158, 160, 
179, 180, 184, 189, 209-211, 270, 
363. 419. 

Guerm, Mr., 383, 394. 

Hale, Dr., 122, 140. 

Hall, David, sent to B. iVanklin 

by Strahan, 59. 
Hamilton, Mr., his speech to the 

New Jersey assembly, 379-380. 
Hansen, Mr., 74, 242, 243, 424. 
Hardenbergh, Mr., 259, 209. 
Hardy, Gapt., 106. 
Hargrave, Gapt., 50. 
Harris<m, Mr., 99, 396, 429. 
Harvard College, 105. 
Hawkins, Mr., 159. 
Heak, Mr., 126. 
Henderson. Mrs., 144. 
Hennion, Mr., 291. 
HiU, Elisabeth, 178, 222, 223, 225, 
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Hilton, Capt^ 832, 3S7, 368. 
H<^laiid, Henry, 2S7, 288. 
Honeyman, Capt., 270, 387, 401 
Honeyman, Mr., 214, 334. 
Hope, Mr., 160. 
Hopldns, Mr., 278. 
Horsmanden, Daniel, 82, 166, 207, 

305, 306, 307, 329, 341, 348, 420, 

421, 423. 
Hubbard, Dr. John, letter of, to 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, 123-125; 

mentioned, 106, 120, 161. 
Hudsone Bay and the Northwest 

paaBage, 27, 28. 
Hu^ee, J., 427. 
Hutchinson, Mr., his new system 

of philosophy and theology, 163- 

104. 

Indian ASem. CommissicMierB of, 
answer to tne Governor's onto 
in reference to, 230-31; Comnus- 
sioner cd, present at Indian Con- 
ference, 166, 247, 253, 255, 258. 

Indians, t?ro sent to OsweKO, 2; 
quarrel between the, and Vir^ 
sinia, — ; their affairs not well 
handled, 137-0; their cure of 
wounds, 80-90; in expedition 
against Cape Breton, 116; Clin- 
ton's proclamation against all, 
in league with the French, 140- 
151; propos i tions made by Gov- 
ernor Geoige Clinton to five of 
the six nations, 16^173; their 
answer to the propositions, 173- 
177: unwilling to engage in war 
agamst the French, 230-231; 
examination of an Indian at Mr. 
Livingston's house, 231; exam- 
ination of Aaron, a Mohawk 
Indian, 233-236; an intended 
npeech to the, in 1746, 243-6; 
Gov. Clinton's speech to the Six 
NatioDA. Aug. 19, 1746, 247-252: 
Gov. Clinton's propositions and 
^eir answer, 253-250; to join in 
the attack on Canada, 262-5; 
Colden's pamphlet on the treatv 
with the Six Nations attacked, 
204-305; referred to Duke of 
New Castle, 308; Cdden re- 
affirms the tni^ of his state- 
ments in the treaty pamphlet, 
320^; Gov. Shirley's letter to 
the Six Nations, 208-0: Gov. 
Clinton relates to Colaen his 
interview with the, 403-6; his 
conference with the, 400-8; an- 



swer of the River, to the Ftve 
Nations to a message delivered 
them in 1747, 415-7; menticmed, 
5, 0, 21, 24, 74, 80, 106, 130, 133, 
134^, 137, 102, 103, 228, 220, 261, 
266, 270, 403-6. 
Isle of Wight, 60. 

Jacobati House, 838. 

Jamaica, L. I., school at, 76. 

Jamaica, L. I^ 105. 

Jamaica, W. I., 00, 214. 228. 

Johnson, Alderman, Colden's letter 
to, 05; mentioned, 46. 

Johnson, Col., 857, 404, 406, 407, 
422, 425. 

Johnson, Mn., 125. 

Johnson, Samuel, letters of Colden 
to, 146-140, 160-164, 202-206, 212, 
281-284, 398-400; sends Bishop 
Bericeley's '1)e Motis" to Col- 
den, 228-0; letters of, to Colden, 
30-40, 76-77, 104-105, 120-122, 
127-8, 205-208, 228-220, 330-332, 
372-5, 308-400; relates cures by 
tar water and juice of poke- 
weed, 120-122; letter of Jc^ 
Hubbard to, 123-125; mentioned, 
30, 76, 104, 120, 127, 146, 148, 
160, 202, 206, 212, 228, 281, 330, 
372, 308. 

Johnstcm, Col., 284, 202. 

Johnston, Mr., 367. 

Johnston [William], 115. 

Johnstone, Dr., of New Jersey, 
126, 211. 

Johnstown, Lt., 370. 

Jones, Evan, letter of, to Colden, 
64-66; mentioned, 64, 411, 412. 

Jussieu, Messrs., 100. 

TTftTnuhfttlrA., expedition from, men- 
tioned, 150. 

EatskiU Mts., 130, 178. 

Kennedy, Archibald, letter of 
Colden to, 335; letter of, to 
Cadwallader Colden, 310-11, 357- 
8,358-0. 

Kennedy, Archibald, mentioned, 
46, 103, 215, 206, 366. 

Kennedy, Mrs., 335. 

Eer, Mr., 16. 

King's prerogative over ^e Col- 
onies opposed, 101. 

Kingston, N. Y., 53. 

Knight, Dr^ 114, 150. 

Knowies, Mr., 422. 

Lake Champlain, 400. 
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Lake Ontario, 400. 
Lane, Hemy, 333. 
Langdon, Capt., to go on eipe- 

dition, 314. 
Lansing, John, Jr., 230, 233. 
Law, Gov. Jonathan, 25. 
Lawrence, Mr^ 144. 
Lestock, Admiral, 64. 
Leyden, Holland, 33, 58. 
LidiuB, John H., 115, 102, 366. 
Linnasus' Characters PUmtarum, 

new edition <^, 5. 
Linnseus [Carolus], 2S, 31, 32, 44, 

50, 55, 57, 58, 83, 84, 86, 89, 114, 

125, 189, 419. 
Lithgow, Hannah, letter of, to Col- 
den, 144. 
Livingston, James, 62. 
Livingrton, manor of, 62. 
Livin^ton, Mr., 136, 137, 289. 
Livingston, Peter, 191. 
Livingston, Philip, examination of 

an Indian at the house of, 231 ; 

mentioned, 166, 191, 227, 231, 

247, 253, 255, 258, 2&, 296, 305, 
340, 341, 420. 

Look, Mr., 161, 206. 

Lodge, Mr., 103. 

London, Eng., mentioned, 1, 5, 10, 
22, 24, 27, 29, 30, 50, 53, 54, 58, 
72, 91, 92, 96, 99, 101, 109, 113, 
178, 189, 214, 221, 223, 224, 236, 
270, 291, 367, 371, 410, 420. 

London MagoMine mentioned, 165. 

Logan [James], 77, 78, 83, 92, 93, 
226, 227, 274; agrees with Golden 
in his treatise on fluxions, 415. 

Lonsdale, Lord, 237, 410. 

Lothian, Marqiiiss, 16. 

Louisbourg, 106; strength of forti- 
fications at, 115-116; Colden's 
observations upon the plan 
against, 133-4); mentioned, 169, 

248, 264. 
Lowman, Mr., 163. 

Lydius, John H., 115, 192, 366. 

Macclesfield, Earl of, 100, 119, 145, 
237. 

McClaghry, Ensign, 334. 

McDowal Andrew, 384. 

McQra, Dr» 112. 

Mcintosh, Ci^t., to so on expe- 
dition, 214; 8uri»ised; by Indians, 
240. 

McNeal^ James, 277, 278, 413, 430. 

Magnetic steel, observations on 
the art of, 114-115, 159. 

Mahikander Indians, 235. 



Mailkbois, Manhall, m en t Janed, 
2. 

MaMbranche, Nicolas, mentiosied, 
7. 

Maquas Indians, 166. 

Markham, Mr., 214, 215, 379. 

Marshall, C^., promoted to Lt.- 
Col., 268. 

Marshall A Collins, 366. 

Massachusetts, Commissionen d^ 
present at Indian Coofereooe, 
166. 

Mathews, Admiral, 52. 

Mathews, Mr., 334. 

Medicine, cure of the distemper 
called Dry Gripes, 97-08; tar 
water cures, 98, 102, 107-8^ 121- 
122; cure of stone, mentioned. 
100; cancer, cured by pokeweed 
juice, 121, 123-125, 128-9, 148; 
star root cures, 130; cure of an 
injury from a hocse kick, 130- 
liS2: Franklin reviews Coldeii^ 
medical piece, 139-43; illness of 
Betty Alexander and the use of 
tar water, 154-6; medicinal 
springs to be analysed by Bar- 
tram, 158; tar water cures. 160- 
161, 165^ 166, 182; remariu on 
inoculation imd smallpox, 191; 
four mortal distempeis mm- 
tioned. 270; the use of Bdadeira 
wine tor fevers, 362-3. 

Mercury, ship, 59. 

Mesnard, Cant, 270. 

Messessagas Indians, 256, 258. 

Middleton, Capt, 27, 42, 51. 

Middletown, Conn., 121. 

Milford, Conn^ 25. 

Militia* German A Mahock, to 
march to Oswe^ if necessary, 3. 

Milsman, Mrs., 103. 

Minerals, nature of, 26-27. 

Miron, Mr., 154. 

MitcheU, Dr., 77, 78, 79, 180. 182, 
183, 189, 227, 275, 360. 

Mitchell, John, letter of, to fVank- 
lin, 151-154. 

Mohawk Indians, 9, 22, 24, 25, 80, 
90, 137, 228, 233. 

Monel, James, 413. 

Monro, Mr., 152. 

Montgomene, Miss, 359. 

Montreal, Canada, observations of 
the plsA of operations against, 
216-218. 

Montreal, Canada, 134, 167, 2S5, 
242, 243, 254, 267, 409. 

Moore, John, 296, 420. 
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Moore, Mr., ^41, 43, 991. 

Moofe, MrB» 888. 

MoTiB, Lews, Gov. of N. J., 191. 

Morns, Mr., 333. 

Mount Royal, 345. 

Murray, Joseph, 106, 397, 306, 339, 

343, 347, 430. 
Murray, Hannah, her eure of can- 

oer, 138. 
Mumy, Mr., 41, 46, 80, 83, 100, 

144, 314. 
Murray, Mrs., 314, 315, 350. 

Natural History, observations upon 
a lobster losing a claw, 35; ob- 
servation on the crab, 69-70, 110- 
111; obsorvatioDs by Bartram, 
410-30; description of the Col- 
denia, 438. 

Newark, N. J., 103, 103; riots 
mentioned. 195, 379. 

NewburghrN. Y., 53, 156, 195, 
313, 340. 366, 373. 

New CtMe, Duke of, Cdden is 
recommended to, 393, 308; letter 
of Gov. Clinton to the, 381-4, 
3004: mentioned, 369. 

Neiw HAven, Conn., 105, 130, 131. 

New Jemey, disturbances in, 379- 
80. 

Newport, R. I., 40. 

Newton, Sir Imac, mentioned, 7, 
9, 18, 30, 38, 110, 118, 163, 164, 
197, 301. 303, 306; 313. 

New York Council at Albany, 
opinion of, in reference to the 
attack on Crown Point, 363-5. 

New York Ci^, Comioittee of 
Council meeting, 430-433. 

New York General Asaembly, 
Gov. Clinton's message to, Nov. 
34, 1746, 384-390; Governor's 
Council attack Colden's pam- 
phlet on the treaty with the 
Six Nations, 394-^05; Colden's 
memorandum of the dispute in 
Council, 306-7; address to the 
Freeholders on the election of 
Representatives to the, 313-38. 

New York, IVanklin's request for 
a few canon from, for Phila^ 
delphia, 433; the unnM>py situa- 
tion at, 433; Post Master at, 15, 
93; Fresh Water Pond, 46: 
draining stagnating water ana 
keeping the city dean, 95-96. 

New York City, corporation of, 
thanked by Clinton, 417-18; 
mentioned, 1, 3, 4, 33, 30, 34, 40, 



41, 45, 48, 54, 61, 74, 79,80,93,04, 
95, 96, 99, 103, 103, 105, 106, 107, 
113, 115, 117, 119, 130, 138, 145, 
151, 154, 164, 319, 333, 336, 361, 
866, 376-380, 381, 390, 393, 308, 
333, 356, 359, 363, 370, 375, 378, 
380, 386, 394, 395, 403, 409, 413, 
417, 433, 435. 

Niagara, N. Y., 313. 

Nichds, Mr., 83, 195, 306, 313, 313, 
388, 434. 

Nichols, BIrs.. 379, 42i. 

Nichols, Richard, Post Master, 
15, 34, 43, 93, 100, 130, 137, 138, 
188, 333, 340, 361, 366, 308, 336, 
364 

Noble, Mr., 48. 

Norfdk, Duke of, 34. 

Norris, Mr., 374. 

Nuals, Mr., 108. 

Ogden, David, his cure with tar 
water, 103-103, 106. 

Oglethorpe. Gen., 403. 

Oneida Lioians, 166, 338. 

Onondaga, N. Y., mentioned, 9, 
166, 353; Indians, 9, 34, 338. 

Orondax Indians, 335. 

Osbom, Dr^ 131, 137, 160. 

Osborne, Inomas, letter of, to 
Colden, 403-403; mentioned, 402, 
410, 434, 437. 

Osboum, Mr., bookseller, under- 
takes to print Colden's Indian 
History, 369. 370. 

Osweifo, N. Y., Gov. Clarke is 
anxious about, 3; German A 
Mahock Militia to march to the 
assistance of, if necessary, 3; 
concerning the erection of Fcnrt 
at, 73^; mentioned, 5, 9, 113, 
168, 335, 336, 264, 409. 

Ottawa Indians, 9. 

Otto, Mr., 33. 

Paper, cost of, in England, 59. 

Papin, John, Jr., 33. 

Paris, France, 136. 

Paris Garden, 109. 

Paris, Mr., 41. 

Parker, James, to i»rint Colden's 
treatise on tar water, 103, 108, 
131; mentioned, 184, 194, 196, 
198, 301. 

Patterson, John, 139. 

Pemberton, Mr., 48. 

Pennsylvania, 31, 33. 

Pennsylvania QoMette, 48. 

Pennsylvania troops' mutiny, 385. 

Perry, Miogah, 16. 
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Petenburdi, Ruasia, 158, 159. 

Perth Amb(^, N. J., 379. 

Perth, Duke of, 221. 

Petres, Lord, mentioned, 5. 

Philadelphia, Pa., 21, 23, 30, 34, 
46, 60, 62, 78, 91, 92, 94, 96, 100, 
102, 114, 126, 139, 144, 152, 177, 
178, 189, 190, 219, 223, 224, 225, 
227, 237, 273, 291, 396, 410, 418, 
424, 429, 481. 

Philadelphia, raising monev for a 
batteiy of canon below the city, 
432. 

PhiUipee. Mr., 342. 

Philosophical Sociely, 34, 60, 61, 
69, 82, 93, 114, 143, 159-160, 180, 
182, 188. 

Philosophy, of an idea or concep- 
tion of things, 161-163, 202-206. 
205^, 430-1. 

Portsmouth, Eng., 209. 

Post, the, comes to Albany only 
once a month in 1743, 1. 

Post Master at New York, 15. 

Prague, seige of, mentioned, 2. 

Precious stone, found, 5. 

Prince. Mr., 104, 106, 120, 121, 127, 
148, 160, 161. 

Printmg, cost of, in Endand. 59. 

Proctor, Lt., 370. 

Quadrant, mentioned, 35-36; de- 
scribed, 145-6. 

Quebec, Canada, 116, 134, 242, 243, 
263, 264, 267; observations oi 
the plan of operations against. 
216-218. 

Rattlesnake, bite of, observations 

on, 66-68, 89. 
Ray, Mr., 28, 86, 114. 
Read, James, 402, 424, 427. 
Reeder, Josiah, 291. 
Richards, Oapt., 366. 
Richmond, Duke of, 24. 
Roberts, Capt., promoted to Lt.- 

Col., 268, 269, 273. 
Roberts, Col., 288, 299, 300, 334, 

346, 347, 348, 365, 376, 385, 

Rockdiflf, Mr., 237. 

Rose, Mr., 227, 415. 

Rotterdam. Holland, 33, 159. 

Rowley, Mr., 62. 

Russel, Dr., 121. 

Rutherfurd, Eleanor (Mrs. John), 

letter of, to Qulwallader Colden, 

292-3. 
Rutherfurd, Mrs., 29, 366. 



Rutherfurd, Capt. John, 15, 23, 29, 
52, 53, 101, 130, 311. 

Rutherfurd, Sir John, 16. 

Rutherfurd, John, letten of, to 
Colden, 1-3, 6-10, 17-21, 106-7, 
112-113, 115, 132-133, 192-193, 
218-219, 272-3, 284, 334^, 365-7, 
370-1 ; mentioned, 5, 16, 193, 229. 
231, 238, 239, 247, 253, 255, 258. 
266, 273, 292, 293, 333, 334, 387; 
Colden's letters to, 15-16, 311-12; 
frontier affairs, 1, 6, 17, 105, 112, 
192-3, 284, 334, 365-7. 370-1; ob- 
servations on Louisbourgh and 
Cape Breton expedition, 115- 
116; asks Colden how he may be 
made Lt.-Col. in the ezpeditioa 
against Canada, 218-219; pro- 
moted Major of New York 
forces, 268; seeks a Colonel's 
commioaion, 366 ; mentioned, 1 15, 
132, 166 192, 218, 272, 284, 334, 
365, 370, 371, 387. 

Rutherfurd, Mrs. John, 229, 232, 
238, 240, 241, 259, 273, 284, 312, 



Sadelhof, Mr., 33. 

St. Christopher, W. I., 54. 

St. Clair, Gen., 381. 

St. Lawrence River, 263, 264. 

Salisbury, B. J., 332. 

Scdly, ship, 119, 224. 

Sandin, Jc^, 428. 

S.ir.r^gn, N, Y., '-ondition of the 
garrison at, 230-31; mentioned, 
192, 249, 256, 311, 316, 370, 376, 
382, 404, 405, 423. 

Schuyler, Col., 192, 193, 386. 

Schuyler, M>-ndert, 230, 233. 

Schuyler, Mrs. 117. 

Scot, Capt., 359. 

Scott, Mr., 62. 

Scotland, mentioned^ 1. 

Scroope, Mr., 70, U9, 237. 

Seneca Indians, not at Conferences 
with Five Nations, 167, 177; 
mentioned, 3, 9. 

Shahan, Mr., 424. 

Siiatford, Capt., 335, 339, 357, 358. 

Sherbine, Mr., 370. 

Shirley, Gov. William, letter of, 
to the Six Nations, urging them 
to join an expedition against 
Canada, 208-209; observations 
on the plan of operations against 
Quebec and Montreal communi- 
cated by, to Gov. Clinton, 215- 
218; mentioned, 2, 120, 169, 174, 
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202, 265, 276, 285, 308, 311, 850, 
366, 422. 
Short, J., 145. 
Silk Manufacture, 25. 
Siflson, Jonathan, letter of, to Col- 
den, 71-72; describes the circiim- 
f erenter he made for Golden^ 71 ; 
hifi letter to Alexander about 
Sectors, 99; cost of drcumf er- 
enter, 145; mentioned^ 52, 61; 
hifi account with CoUinson, 70, 
71. 

Six Nations, answer of, to the 
propositions of Qov. Clinton, 
173-177; Gov. William Shirley/s 
letter to the, urging them to join 
an expedition against Canada, 
208-9; efforts to keep them at 
peace, 233-6; Gov. Clinton's 
speech and propositions to, Aug., 
1746, and their answer, 247-259; 
to join in the attack on Canada, 
262-5; Colden's pamphlet on the 
treaty with the, attacked by the 
Council, 294-305; referred to the 
Duke of New Castle, 308; 
Golden reaflSrms the truth of 
his statements concerning the, 
treaty, 329-30. 

Skinners to remove to Fresh 
Water, 46. 

Sloan, Sir Hans, 79, 189, 270. 

Smith, William, 46, 48, 82. 

Smith, Mr., 144. 

Spencer, Dr., 46. 

Spratt, Mr., 61. 

Steel, art of giving magnetic power 
to, 114-115, 159. 

Stereotype, odled new method of 
printmg: see under Cadwallader 
Golden. 

Stevens, Aaron« 404, 405. 

Stevenson, Jo., 231, 236. 

Stove Chimneys, approved, 83, 91; 
Franklin's invention of, sent to 
Europe by Golden, 91. 

Strahan, William, letters of, to 
Golden, 58^; Colden's letters 
to, 37-39; does not think Col- 
den's new method of printing is 
practicable, 58-9; sends his 
joumesrman to Franklin, 59; 
mentioned, 28, 37, 52, 58, 222. 

Stratford, Conn., 39, 76, 104, 120, 
125, 127-128, 160, 228, 283, 330, 
372. 398. 

Stratford, Mr., 400. 

Susquehanna River, 5, 22, 24. 

Sydenham, Dr., 98. 



Tanners, to remove to Fredi 
Water, 46. 

Taylor, Mr., 273. 

Ten Brook, Capt., an Albany 
skipper, 200, 272. 

Ten Broeck, Dirck, 230, 233. 

Ten Brook, Mr., 303. 

Ten E^ydc. Hendrick, 230, 233. 

Thomas, Sir George, Lt.-Gov., of 
Pa., 238, 366. 

Tiebout, Capt., to go on expedi- 
tion, 214; mentioned, 387. 

Tiffen, Capt., 403. 

Tober, Mr., 274. 

Torrinaton, man-of-war, 106. 

Toumfort, Mr., 28, 78, 114. 

Trent, Capt., 370, 371. 

Trois Rivieres, 242, 243. 

Truman db Douglas, 368. 

Tucker, Mr., 424. 

Tucker, Mrs., 424. 

Tuscany, Duke of, menticmed, 2. 

Tuscaroroes, Indians, 166. 

Twight, Col., 366. 

Van Cortlandt, Philip, 298, 305. 

Van Ingen, Mr., 159. 

Van Sweeten, Dr., 126. 

Van Zadelhoff, Bard, 57. 

Van Zadelhoff, Dan, 57. 

Vesey, Mr., 76. 

Virgmia, quarrd with the Indians, 

9, 21, 24; mentioned, TO, 79, 

101, 106. 

Waddel, Capt., 310. 
Waldo, Col., 268, 334, 366. 
Walnuts, mentioned, 3; how to 

W plant them, 4. 
arren, Ladv, 388, 396, 423. 

Warren, Sir Peter, letter of Cdden 
to, concerning the Canadian ex- 

_pedition, 425-6. 

Warren, Sir Peter, 161, 248, 262, 
265, 280, 284, 285, 311, 364, 396, 
425; extract of a letter to Gov. 
Clinton, 432. 

Watkins, Rev. Mr., 39, 76, 104, 
120, 121, 127. 202, 212, 332, 398. 

Watts, Mrs., 388, 380. 

Weiser, Mr., 273. 

Welles, Samuel, letter of, to Cad- 
wallader Golden, the attack on 
Cirown Point, 267-8; menti<med, 
267. 

Wendell, Jacob, 255. 

Westchester, N. Y., 220, 221, 417. 

West Indies, 97, 101, 242. 

Whitsom, Scotland, 30, 54, 178. 
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Willf, Sunuel, 266. Wood CnA, 216, 217, STO. 

WilaoD, Mr., 190. Wraxall, Peter, letter of, to Golden, 

Winthrop, Mn., 126. 386-6; mentioned, 311, 334, 386. 
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